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Womeir s Days 
N q t pe r fec t b u t very p leasing. Deve lopmen ts 

regard ing w o m e n in t h e past few weeks cou 
desc r ibed . 
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d'be so 

O f course , f o r e m o s t was t h e c a n o n i z a t i o n of? St. 
E l izabeth A n n Seton. Our f i rs t A m e r i c a n saint is a 

f 
w o m a n . : 

, i '" 
Even m o r e s ign i f i can t in th is year o f t h e w o m a n , 

; howeve r , is the impo r tance t he Va t i can p u t on the 
f e m i n i n e aspect of the c a n o n i z a t i o n . For t he f i rs t 
t i m e , a wornanhassis tedPope Paul at Mass. FoiLir o ther 
w o m e n t o o k i m p o r t a n t roles in t he ce remony . A n d 
t he w h o l e af fa i r was b r igh tened by a papa l q u i p — 
this is "Vat ica jn Woman's , D a y . " 

j Obvio.usly the pon t i f f is pay i ng s incere and 
! sat is fy ing a t t en t i on t o th is In te rna t iona l W o m e n ' s 
Year. Just t w o weeks be fore he had p o i n t e d t o t he 
Blessed M o t h e r as a m o d e l f o r femin is ts across t h e 
w o r l d and across the . cen tu r ies . j 

So progress, no t o n l y mate r ia l b u t e m o t i o n a l and 
' psycho log i ca l , is be ing made o n many f ron ts . 

For e x a m p l e . B ishop L e o T . Maher o f San D iego , 
; fresh from his encounter with the National 
O r g a n i z a t i o n o f W o m e n ove r .abo r t i on , issued a 1,200 
w o r d pastora l le t ter , stressing Church roles for 
w o m e n . • , ' • 

The m o r e , B ishop M a h e r said, " w e enab le 
w o m e n to take t h e p lace arid f u l f i l l t he miss ion g iven 
t h e m " by l the O l d and N e w Testaments , , " the-more w e 
w i l l be he lp i ng t o p r o m o t e and l iberate t h e m in t he 
secular e jommuni ty .Y 

He slaid t h e apos to l i c exper ience w o u l d no t have 
been w h a t i t is w i t h o u t t he exper ience o f ho l y 
w o m e n . [ 'Their presence1," he said, " is no t some th i ng 
apart f rom, the apos to l i c wi tness b u t at its very 
hear t . " j •' 

i , ' 
A l l ijn a l l , desp i te t he general t u r m o i l f a c i n g al l o f 

us, man|,. w o m a n yand chr td , there has been good 
news o f | late regard ing recogn i t i on and respect fo r 
w o m e n in the Churc-h ; • 

I Iron Curtain 
' * . • ' 

In. w h a t was descr ibed as " o n e o f the more 
d r a m a t i c pejrsonal encoun te rs ofcrecent t i m e s " by t he 
re l ig ious news le t te r Newscr ip t ; Father Rober t , F. 
D r i n a n , the j p r ies t -congressman j f rom Massachuset ts , 
v is i ted i t h e rebe l l ious Russiah nuc lear phys ic is t 
A n d r e i Sakf iarov. 

Father | Dr ina f t got t o M o s c o w as a legis lator , 
hav i ng beejn den ied a d m i t t a n c e as a c h u r c h m a n , 
a c c o r d i n g t o Newscr ip t . The fac t a lone de l ineates t h e 
absencte o f re l ig ious to le rance in the Sov ie t U n i o n . 

Newkcr rp t says tha t Rep. Dr inan repor ted t ha t 
Sakharov, spoke .w i th v igorous c o n v i c t i o n o f t he 
' f lmmenset ' l rb le Chr ist ians can p lay in h e l p i n g Jews in 
the Sov ie t (Union. Sakharov, also spoke o f t h e p l i gh t 
o f Christian^ dissenters in t h a t coun t r y . 

He urged\ tha t re l ig ious leaders in the Wes t a v o i d 
t h e o f f i c i a l re l ig ious leaders r,n t h e Sov ie t U n i o n , 
re fer r ing t o t h e m as ' ^co l laborators . " He .suggests 
c o n t a c t w i t h re l ig ious dissidents as a more w o r ­
t h w h i l e app roach t o expos ing t h e p rob lem. . He said 
tha t a t least 300 of t h e lat ter are imp r i soned . 

De ten te may be necessary for- t he " long-range 
, interests o f peace;, b u t w e mus t -neve r fo rge t t h a t a 

p r ima ry conce rn shou ld be t h e c o n t i n u e d in to le rance i 
ex is t ing b e h i n r l t h e I ron Cur ta in . Because the U n i t e d I 
States is more p u b l i c a b o u t its sins, w e o f t en stand ! 
v u l n e r a b l e t o in te f t i a t iona l c r i t i c i sm , on bur racism 

. p r o b l e m s , as an ; obv i ous example . 

' - . V - . ' , . . • ' ' ' - ' . • " * * • ' >• 

A t t h e same . t ime t he ^world's o t he r super -power , 
t h e Sov ie t U r i i o n , eschews t he l ime l i gh t and hides its 
fau l t s w h i l e eYi joying t h e c r i t i c ism d i rec ted at us fo r 
o u t fntolerances*. 

T o w h a t e v e r ex ten t i t is poss ib le under t h e 
u m b r e l l a o f de ten te , our gove rnmen t shou ld insist 
t h a t t h e Sov ie t U n i o n end its religiousi persecu t ions '• 
and-open its doo rs , bo th entrances and ex i ts , t o Jews, 
Ohr is t ians a n d o the r re l ig ionists. ; / 

we- as ind iv idua ls shou ld becorrxe morer 
avfare^cif t h e p l i g h t o f those b e h i n d t he Irctn Curt 'arn. '. 

, D e t e n t e is n o t so lv ing; the i r p rob lems. ' . ' 

Pertinent 
Question 
Editor: 

If a woman can be a saint why 
'. can she not be a priest? 

| Richard T. Connolly 
,, 429 Seneca Pkwy. 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Post-Christian 
- i 

Era Now? 
Editor: 

In the past 1Q years, we have 
witnessed the,gradual slide into a 

. post-Christian era in American 
i history. In my opinion, this epoch 
I has evolved through a com-
I bination of deliberate anti-
! Catholic forces and the-passive 

acceptance of these forces on the 
part of both Catholic leadership 
and lay people. 

•-'- f 
The Supreme Court decision on 

a b o r t i o n , , " t h e e c o n o m i c 
stranglehold the government 
maintains on. Catholic education, 
and the God-less humanistic 
philosophy of moral relativism 
taught in public schools are only 
a few. examples of' anti-Cathorlc 
forces. , 

At the local level, we have 
newspapers which maintain an 
amoral perspective, Catholic 
agencies yyhich receive only a 
small share of United' Givers 
funds, and even a porno theater 
located 'within a block of the 
Cathedra.!.. 

Hopefully, the recent vote to 
close obstetrics at St. Mary's 
(since they fail to offer com-

,. prehensive OB devices of -
abortion and, sterilization) will 
perhaps awaken Catholics to the 
realization that we are well on 
the road to persecution. 

. We can - no longer ac-
I commodate the distorted 

"pluralistic" cop-out exhibited by 
. a small group of clergy afflicted 

with some sort of identity crisis 
and insecure Catholic laymen 
who choose to blow with the 
secular breezes for other worldly 
goals. . i 

Cicero claimed that crucifixion 
is the worst form of death.! Christ 
those to be crucified for us. Can 
we, as Christians, choose not to 
iye and defend our faith in 

" elum? N 

Joanne Purcell 
i 83 Wheatstone Circle 
I Fairport, N.Y. 14450 

n ft 
of ERA 

ense 

iitor: 

! Wh i le seconding Mrs. Tim-
nrionsf advice (9-10-75) that voters 
investigate the implications of 

f n*Nation*Atmawmng - • '• ~\ 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 
"President 

Arithony J. Costello 
General Manager 

C a j r m e n J. V i g l u c c i 

E d i t o r 

| L o u i s J, H o h m a n ' 

E p i s c o p a l A d v i s o r 
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Courier-Journal l 

" I GUESS I SHOUU7VE ASKEP THAT CDWPWJV HCW 
LONG THEV'VE BEEN MAKING RIPE OHSANS/* 

the fc'RA, I do not share her fears. 
Rather, I am alarmed that such • 
unsubstantiated Ipredictibns 
present an erroneous picture of 
the outcome of f he passage of the 
•imendment. The N.Y? State ERA 
was framed w i th the same intent 
as - the federal ERA. Since the 
courts wi l l rely on the 
proceedings of • the legislative 
body proposing the amendment, 
the fo l lowing informat ion is 
taken from the majority report of 
the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee, the "legislative in­
tent" that is behind the amend­
ment. 

1.) "The constitutional right of 
privacy established by the 
Supreme Court (Griswold v. 
Conn , 1965) . . . would likewise 
permit a separation of se^es with 
respect to such places as public 
toi lets, as wel l as sleeping 
quarters of public institutions." 

2.) "The provisions of this 
article shall not impair the 
validity of any laws of the U.S." 

that make rape, seduction, or 
other sexual offenses punishable 
as crimes and' wi l l extend 
protection from such crjmes to 
members of both sexes; 

3.) "It does not require hat any 
level of government establish 
quotas." 

4.) "The amendment would bar 
greater 
han on 

a state from imposing a 
liability on one spouse :.._.. _.. 
the other merely because of sex. 
. . . Where one spouse is the 
primary wage earner end the 
other runs the home, tme wage 
earner would have a. puty to 
support the spouse who 
home." 

stays at 

Sen. Bayh.of Indiana! one of 
the framers of the ERA, explained 
that the amendment wolild have 
no effect, on laws prohibiting1 

homosexual activity othe' than to 
require that the prohibition apply 
equally to male and; female 
homosexuals. 

The most recent repo|t of the 
State Law Revisions Commission 
lists only about 100 laws that will 
be affected — and thejehariges 
wi(l be either to prohibi t 
discrimination o r to extend to 
both sexes, privileges now 
claimed by only one. j 

There is no law presently in 
"•New York that requires that 
children bear the name! of their 
father. This is a social custom and 
as such the -BRA will have no 
effect on it. « 

The*"* amendment wi l l not 
compel women to work'. Those 
who are urging the establishment 
of day-care.centers are merely 
aware of the great need that 
already exists for them.jln 1972, 
(the last year for whicli data is 
available) wom.en in tne 'work 
force had" 5.6 million lehildren 
under the ige of 6.— wig He-there 
was space for only 1.2 million in 
licensed, daycare centers,!, 

The fcRA does not dupT cate the 
Civil Rights Act or trfe Equal 
b'mployment Opportunity'. Act* It 
is not ja legislative remedy but 

r*wsr«?S335*g«S9sniss*wK 

fundamental 
protection. 

constit j t i o n a l 

women The KRA wi l l enable 
who choose fcvwork. or wpo rhnust 
work (in Ntf. in 1970,13Yo of all 
families were headed by women) 
to compete' for jobs end job 
training on the basis of ability. It 
is ,time for the middle-class 
housewife to, stop thinking of 
herself and think of these people 
and her husband as well. jOne of 
tne' major causes of premature 
d >ath in males is heart disease — 
ir which stress is an important 
factor. Perhaps if the bijrden of 
fajnily support was shared, 
equally by both partners,:couples 
could spend their finajil years 
together ' , 

Lor further information or 
speaker arrangements, you may 
contact. League of Wo'men 
Voters, 11 Goodman St. N., 
Rochester, 14607, (717-473-1697)' 
or Mrs. Lynne Locher, 4 A lmond 
Drive, Auburn, NY., 13021, (315-
•JS1-2M). 

[Mrs.] Marise Hoffmann 
14 Alden Avenue 

Auburn, N.Y., 13021 

Writer Did 
'Disservice9 

Editor: 

I would like to register my 
strong objection to John Dash's 
article on the Lopez program (CJ 
9/17/75). In his article Dash read 
into my nominations to the new 
Budget Review Committee. J was 
nominating* -five priests for this 
committee whom the priests of 
Tompkins-Tioga region wanted 
placed in nomination. Two of the 
names were npt on the Budget 
Review Committee last year. All 
five were chosen by the priests of 
ourregion and were-not just my 
choices. 

• C , • 

-Dash has done a disservice to 
me 'and to the whole process of 
Budget Review. In no way was I 
"implying that the committee's 
work would be considered 
valueless." As a matter of fact, I 
spoke in favor of our i ominating 
people to this committee when 
the other Senators j were ex-. 
pressing a" reluctance 

li'fthank you in advarke.for the 
opportunity of clari ying this 
issue.. < 

Father Keyin 
Cornell Catholic 

Ithaca, 

P. Murphy 
Community 

S.Y. 14850 

Other Letters 
On Page W 

Vdl.90.rjlo

