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¥ C«hrlstlans and other relrgromsts

f Editorial ™.
Women S Days

th perfect but-very pleasing. Developmet ts ‘
regarding women in the past few weeks could be so

descrlbed ‘ o a i

fm —

| s { -

Of course, foremost was the canonization of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton. Our ﬁrst American salnt is a:
woman. : ,

Even more significant in thus year of the woman,
. however, is the importance the Vatican put on the
1femmme aspect of the canonization. For the first
1| time, a womanhassisted Pope Paul at Mass. Four other
lwomen took important roles in the ‘ceremony. And
Lthe whole affair was bnghtened by a papal qurp —
lthls is ”Vatrca{\ Woman's, Day
| Obvrously the pontrff is ‘paying sincere and
'satisfying 'attentjon to this International Women’s
Year. Just two weeks before he had pointed to the
" Blessed Mother as a model for feminists across the
world. and across the, _centuries. i

. ~

So pr;ogress, not only material but e'motr‘onal and,
‘psychological, is beling made on many fronts.

" Forlexample, Bishop Leo T. Maher of San Diego,
fresh  from his encounter with the National
| Organization of Women over, abortion, issued a 1,200 .
word -pastoral letter, stressing Church "roles for
women. : V0t

The more, Brshop Maher said, “we -enable
women to take the place and fulfill the mission given
them” byl the Old and New Testaments, “the-more we
will be helpmg to promote and liberate them in the
secular Gommumtyl

4t

He shid the apostolrc experience would not have

been what it is without the experiertice of holy

' women. ['Their presence,” he said, “is not something

apart fr(pm the apostolic ‘witness but at its' very

heart.” | 1 o .

_ Allin all, despite the general turmoil facing all of

us, man|, woman @nd child, there has been good

news of|late regarding recognrtron and respect for -
women in the Church, ‘

i Tron Curtam

In what was descrlbed as “one of the more
dramatic personal encounters ofirecent times” by the
religious newsletter Newscrlpt Father Robert F.
Drinan,the priest-congressman }from Massachusetts
visited ithe rebellious’ Russran nuclear physncrst
Andrel Sakharov

FatherlDrmaﬁ got to Moscow as a legislator,
having. been denied admittance as a churchman,

| accordmg to. Ne?/vscrrpt The fact alone delineates the

absence of [religious tolerance in the Soviet Union.

N

: Sakharov spoke with vigorous ' conviction. -of  the
(' role Christians canplay in helpmg Jews in .
the Sowet Umon ‘Sakharov, also spoke of the plxght
of Chrrstnar\ dissenters in that country.

He urgedithat relrglous leaders in the West avord
the official religious leaders in the Sowet Union,
referring to them as “collaborators.” He suggests
cbntact with rellglous dissidents. as a more jwor-
.thwhile approach to ‘exposing .the problem. He. said
that at least 300 of the latter are imprisoned. :

Detente may be neceSsary for the long-range
intecests of peace. but we must -never forget that a
primary concern should be the continued intolerance |
existing behind the lron Curtain. Because the United l

‘States is more pubhc about its sins, we often stand
vulnerable to. interiational criticism, on our racrsm
5 .problems -as_an obvnous example '

NS

At the samie time the world s other super—power
~ the Soviet Union, eéschews the:limelight and-hides its
faults while enjoymg the' crrtrcrsm drrected at us for
out mtolerances

_ To whatever extent it is possiblé under the
- umbrella of detente, our government should insist
that the Soviet Unron end its religious gersecutions
and open its doors, both erptrances and ex:ts to Jews

And we. as individuals should bec pe morq‘

T 'avaare\of the plight of those behind the Iron Curtamn. .

Detente is not solvmg therr problems

w{ cnpt says that Rep. Dr;nan reported that -
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“Pertinent
Question .

PR

Edltor.

If a woman canL be a saint why
.can she not be a priest?

f / Rlchard T. Connolly
429 Seneca Pkwy.
Rochester, N.Y.

Post-Christian:
Era Now?
Editor:

In the past 1Q years, we have
witnessed the, gradual slide into a
ost-Christian era in’ American

| history. In my opinion, this epoch
{ has evolved through a com-
| bination of deliberate anti-
! Catholic ‘forces and the -passive
acceptance of these forces on the
part of both Catholic leadershrp

and lay people
N

The Supremq Court decwlon on
abortion, | -~the economic
stranglehold the government
maintains on. Catholic education,
and the God-less humanlstlc
philosophy of moral relativism
taught in' public schools are only
a few_exarmples of antr-CathoHc
forces.

At the local level,
newspapers which maintain an
amoral perspective, Catholic
agencies which receive only a
share of United' Givers
funds, and even a porno theater
located ‘within a block of the
Cathedral.

v

close obstetrics at St. Mary's
(since they fail to offer com-

we have

" tent” that is behind the amend-

Hopefully, the recént vote to ‘

« prehensive OB’ devices of -

abortion and, sterilization) will
perhaps awaken Catholics to the
realization that we are well on
the road to persecution. )
can -no longer ac-
the distorted
“pluralistic” cop-out exhibited by
. a small group of clergy affhcted
" with-some sort of identity crisis

We

and insecure -Catholic laymen -

who choose to blow with the
secular breezes for other worldly
goals l

Clcero clalmed that crucrﬁxron
is the worst form of death. Christ

L. chose to be crucified for us. Can

l/ve as Christians, choose not to

live and defend our faith in
letu5n7

]oanne Purcell

83 Wheatstone Circle

© quotas.”

l
| : Fairport, N.Y. 14450’
|

lrIn Befense |
of ERA

~ secanding Mrs.

-«uo-«

Blshmp ]oseph L. Hogan -
Pre54dent

Anlthonyj Costello
G’eneral Manager

Carmen] Vlgluco:l
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equally to male and;
' homosexuals i

“-Civil Rights Act or “the

the ERA, | do not share her fe;

Rather, 1 am alarmed that sf ch'

unsubstantiated Ipredictions

present an erroneous picturé of -

the outcome of the passage of the
amendment. The N.Y? State ERA
was framed with the same intent
as- the federal ERA. Since the
courts .will rely on the
proceedings of - the legislative
hody proposing the amendment,
the following information is
taken from the majority report of
the U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee, the “legislative in-

ment.

1.) “The constitutional right of
privacy established by the
Supreme Court (Criswold v.
Conn., 1965) . . . would likewise
permrt a separatron of sexes with
respect to such places a public
toilets, as well as s eepung

quarters of public institutions.”
2.) .“The provisions 'of this
article shall not |mpanr the

vadidity of any laws of the U.S.”

that make rape, seduttion, or .

other sexual offenses pu hishable
as  crmes and will jextend
protection from such crimes to
members of both sexes,

3.) “It does not requrre that any
level of government ‘establish

4.) “The amendment would bar
a state from imposing’ a| greater
liability on one spouse than on
the other merely becausd of sex.
Where one spouse is the
prlmary wage earner and the
other runs the home, the wage
ecarner would have a duty to
support the spouse who stays at
home.” :

Sen. Ba'yhrof Indiana one of
the framers of the ERA, explained
that the amendment wolild have

no effect on laws prohibiting:

homosexual activity othe} than to
require that the prohibition apply
female

The most recent répoft of the

State Law Revisions Commission

lists only about 100 laws {that will
he affected — and theichariges
will 'be either to prohibit

diserimination or- to estend to .
~ both

sexes, -privileggs
claimed by only one.

There is no law presently in
New York that requifes that
children bear the namej iof their
father. This is a sacial custom and
as such the BRA will have no
eoffect on it. !

The~ amendmént  will
compel women to work.

now

not
Those

- who are urging the estabilishment

of day-care centers aré merely
aware of the great nged that
already exists for them.{ln 1972,
(the last year for whicH data is
available) women in the work
force had® 5.6 million jchildren
under the 8ge of 6.— wlhjile-there
was Space for only 1.2 million in
lrtensed day-care centerﬁs .

!
The ERA does not dupl cate- the
Equal
Employment Opportunity, Act.” It

is not h legislative remedy but :

T GUESS I SHOULD'VE ASKED THAT COMPAN g
LONG THEY'VE BEEN MAKING PIPE OmANs"' .

‘spoke in favor of our

: pressmg a reluctance .

- issue..

fundamental constititional
protection. Co
The ERA will enable women

who choose towork, or who must
work (in N-Y. in 1970, 13%6 of all
families were headed by ivomen)
to. compete for jobs .1nd“ job
training on the basis of ability. It
is time for the middle-class

‘housewife to, stop thinking of

herself and think of these people
and her husband as well. One of
the' major causes of prematire
dbath in males is heart disease —
i which stress is an important
fdctor. Perhaps if the burden of
family support was  shared.
equally by both partners,.couples
could spend their nnal years
together

i
1

" For further information or
speaker arrangements, you 'may
contact league of Women
Voters, 11 CGCoodman St.' N,

Rochester, 14607, (717-473-1697) "

or Mrs. Lynne 1locher, 4 Almond

Drive, Auburn, N.Y., 13021, (315-

253-2b43). ‘
[Mrs.] Marise Hoffmann

14 Alden Avenue
Auburn, N.Y., 13021

Writer Did
‘Disservice’

Editor:

| would like to regrster my

- strong objection to John Dash’s

article on the Lopez program (CJ

"9/17/75). In his article Dash read
into my nominations to the new
Budget Review Committee. || was .

;. nominating five priests for this

committee whom' the priests of
Tompklns -Tioga region wanted
placed in nomination. Two of the
names wére not on the Budget

Review Committee last year. All’
five were chosen by the priests of

our.region and were ‘not just my

: chorces

e

'Dash -has done a dlsser\vrce to
me and to the whole process of
Budget Review. In no way was |

“implying that the committee’s
work would be considered
valueless.” As a matte) of fact I

people to this comm
the- othéer Senators |

opportumty of ' clarifyi

. Father Kevm Pp. Murphy
Comell Catholic
Ithaca,
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