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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

Before m y depar tu re for Rome on Sep­
tember , 1 0 fo r t he canon iza t ion of St. 
E l izabeth A n n Seton , I p romised t o report m y 

personal impressions of 
the p i l g r image as soon as I 
re turned h o m e . Yet not 
f u l l } recovere'd f r o m the 
phys ica l exhaust ion w h i c h 
is (jJescribed in modern 
t e r m i n o l o g y as ' jet lag' , 
b u t ! h y p e r w i t h t h e 
e x a l t a t i o n o f s p i r i t 
p r o m p t e d by the events, I 
o f fe r th is repor t as the 
a u t h e n t i c j e a c t i o n o f sixty 
f e l l o w p i lgr ims o f t he 
Diocese of Rochester t o 

ou r c o m m o n R o m a n exper ience. 

The s ix-hour t ime) d i f fe ren t ia l p rov ided 
the br ie fest o f n ights £s we t rave led eastward 
f r o m N e w York t o Roijne. W i t h i n a few hours 
af ter depar tu re in the dusk of even ing , the 
aurora he ra ld ing a n^w day greeted us over 
t he A t l a n t i c . The 747 Jumbo je t — A l i t a l i a 
Fl ight 858 — t o u c h e d d o w n w i t h inc red ib le 
smoothness at Rome's Fumic ino A i rpo r t at 8 
a .m. , Roman t i m e . The mad con fus ion at t he 
a i rpor t , ou r guide's de lay in -mee t i ng us and 
the 90-degree heat t ha t greeted us assured us 
tha t theqe is pain" in p ilgrimagfe w h i c h w o u l d 
requ i re e?f a i l o f us a good supp iy o f Paz ienza. 

But ou r spir i ts weire rev ived after a few 
hours o f rest at ou r headquarters in Rome — 
the hew Hotel Cicerone near the Piazza 
Cavour and a. ten- rp inute wa lk f r om St. 
Peter's. ! 

ions 
was the f i rst i nd i ca t ion t o m e tha t m u c h 
more than I . had expected was abou t t o 

i beg in . A n d , i ndeed , i t d i d . The procession 
began w i t h bel ls r i ng ing , t he organ sound ing 
triumphant tones, and Roman Masters of 
Ceremony lead ing the w a y t o the A l ta r o f t he 
Chair. Thousands of p i lg r ims had gathered 
because th is was t he da i ly Jubi lee Mass — a 
High Mass in Lat in . Thank C o d , my m e m o r y 
of the melod ies o f bygone days q u i c k l y 
rev ived. Mon$;igrtpr Burns p reached in 
English and I ta l ian* and t he presence o f t he 
Church of Rochester was announced t o al l 
the fa i t h fu l assembled. The exper ience was 
deeply m o v i n g : As one of our priests 

remarked at the 
'Everyth ing has 

Bu t our s 

conc lus ion of the ce remony : 
to be d o w n h i l l f r o m here. ' 

rank ing Nava l 
t w o sons w h o 

W e were y o u n g and o ld in terms of 

a deep sense o f 
bless the p i l g r im . 

t he 
W e 

chronology ' , b u t our ent i re g roup had a 
y o u t h f u l sp i r i t and 
sp i r i tua l va lues t h a t 
were n o t tour is ts . W ^ had c o m e to receive 
the graces o f fe red by the Ho ly Father's in ­
v i t a t i o n t o c o m e t o Rome fo r the Jubi lee Year 
of 1975, and w e had c o m e to wi tness a 
u n i q u e m o m e n t in t he h is tory of the Catho l i c 
Chu rch o f t he U n i t e d States — the canon­
iza t ion o f ou r f i rs t na t ive-born Saint, i 

These were the h igh l igh ts of b u r sp i r i tua l 
exper iences: j 

September 12 —• Mons igno r Richard 
Bums ( w h a t a prec ious blessing he was for a l l 
o f us!) made the ar rapgements for a special 
Mass at the a l tar of t he Chair of St. Peter at 
8:30 on th is Fr iday m o r n i n g . I ar r ived in the 
sacristy and f o u n d priests f r om many 
count r ies al l vested for t he ce leb ra t ion . It 

spir i tual .odyssey was just 
beg inn ing . Saturday's p i lg r image was to, t h e 

-Catacombs of D o m i t i l l a a long the o l d A p p i a n 
W a y , and Sunday w e were back in St. Peter's 
Square for the c janonizat ion ce remony . There 
were 15,000 Amer i can t i cke t -ho lders fo r t he 
ce lebra t ion an d the Rochester de lega t ion 
was seated in sec t ion # 1 . A c r o w d o f 120,000 
came f r om ai l parts o f t he w o r l d . There were 
hundreds of p i lgr ims f r om t h e no r th I ta l ian 
City of Leghorn where M o t h e r Seton o n c e 
l ived w i t h a d e v o u t Catho l i c f a m i l y be fo re 
her convers ion . But the Amer i can presence 
was d o m i n a n t w i t h 78 Un i t ed States Bishops, 
U.S. Ambassajdor t o I ta ly . John V o l p e , 
President ial Erivoy t o Pope Paul V I Henry 
Cabot Lodge, Secretary o f the Navy J. 
W i l l i a m M i d d e n d o r f I I , and a g roup of h igh -

of f icers, . M o t h e r Seton had 
served in t he U n i t e d States 

Navy. An American Sister made history as 
she became the first woman to take part 
f o rma l l y in a papal l i tu rgy . I me t her t h e 
even ing before the ce remony . She is Sister 
H i ldegarde M a r i e M a h o n e y , Genera l Super ior 
of the Sisters <bf Char i ty of Conven t S ta t ion , 
New Jersey, arid she read the f i rs t lesson . 
du r ing the Mass" 

TheTwo hour ce remony was insp i r ing and 
marked the c u l m i n a t i o n o f a 92-year process 
of care fu l examina t ion of t he Saint's l i fe . 
The scru t iny began in 1882 at the request o f 
James Card ina l G ibbons of . Ba l t imore . W h y 
all th is expend i tu re o f t i m e and m o n e y t o 
reach the m o m e n t of so lemn dec la ra t ion of 
proven sanct i ty? Simply because the p o w e r 
of emu la t i on is a m i g h t y t each ing fo rce . W e 
w i l l a lways need heroes and heroines t o 
inspire us. It is the du ty of the Church t o set 
before us examples t o g ive us t ha t i n ­
sp i ra t ion. A n d now w e are sure t ha t w e have 

someone to .look up to and to strive to 
im i ta te — a w o m a n o f ou r t i m e and o f our 
very o w n A m e r i c a n cu l tu re . Present f o r t h e 

canon i za t i on were a.27-year o l d mothelr o f 
fou r c h i l d r e n , A n n O 'Ne i l l H o o e , and a. 72-
year o l d re t i red cons t ruc t i on worker^ Carl • 
Kar l in . The i r res tora t ion t o hea l th was at­
t r i bu ted t o t he intercession of St. El izabeth 
A n n Seton. ' J 

The two -hou r ce remony c o m p l e t e d , w e 
re turned t o our Hote l fo r l unch and by~3 p .m. 
we were ready f o r our Ho ly year P i lgr image 
t | t he f ou r M a j o r Basi l icas — pass ing 
t h rough the Ho l y Doors of St. Peter's., St. 
Mary Ma jo r ' s , St. John Lateran and St. Paul's 
— chan t i ng the 'Salve Regina ' , rec i t ing our 
prayers f r o m t h e Pi lgr im's H a n d b o o k and 
m a k i n g our Profession o f Fa i th . 

As w e passed t h r o u g h t he Ho l y Doors w e 
prayed t he Pi lgr im's Prayer: 

" G o d , O u r Father, look w i t h 
k indness on you r ch i ld ren gathered j -
be fo re the Ho ly Doors o f , your !! 
t e m p l e . • 

" A l t h o u g h w e are f u l l y aware of 
our s infu lhess, w e t rust in you r 
goodness and mercy and , inspi red 
by f a i t h , w e have c o m e here t o do 
penance. 

" W e b e g o f y o u t o open t o us- the 
door o f you r i n f i n i t e pa rdon . 

" I n t he name of you r Son, Jesus, 
O u r Lo rd , t h rough His blessed 

passion and glorious resurrection, 
f o rg i ve us al l ou r sins. 

"Toge ther w i t h H i m may w e 
conquer al l ev i l , and learn t o l ive a ; 
new l i fe un t i l t ha t day he opens t o us 
t h e d o o r o f t he heaven ly Jerusalern, 
and bids us enter , together With al l 
t he saints, i n to the joy of e ternal 
l i f e . " ' 

O p t i o n a l t r ips t o Assisi and Capri we re 
o f fe red o n the f i na l days. The lat ter was fo r 
recreat ion and " re laxa t ion ; t he f i rst was an 
extension o f our sp i r i tua l j ou rney w i t h a 
special Mass fo r our g roup o f fe red at t h e 
T o m b of St. Francis. In my reports t o y o u last 
year d u r i n g m y m o n t h o f s tudy in Rome, I 
w ro te re f lec t ions abou t -Assisi. There is no 
need to repeat these. 

r « 
I am sure I express the sent iments o f our 

ent i re g roup w h e n I say — Thank G o d for t h e 
graces of pu r p i l g r image and for Tii5 
p rov iden t p r o t e c t i o n t ha t a c c o m p a n i e d us 
each step o f ou r j ou rney . e 

Summary of Mercy Si. 
A commissioning ritual at the 

Mercy Motherhouse Sunday 
afternoon conf irmed the 
apostolic appointments - of the 
Sisters of Mercy of Rochester and' 
sent tttem forth to work for 
justice through mercy, in.terms 
defined by their -1975 Chapter. 

The sisters were urged "to live 
without the assurance of 
tomorrow, and to live in the 
gladness of today." . 

The Chapter, which completed 
its work in August, brought 
together 30 elected delegates as 
the highest governing body of the 
congregation. In the f i rs t 
promulgation of its decisions, at 
the annual Mercy Day, Sister 
Mary, Judith Heberle, superior 
general, said- that the. delegates 
"clarified, delved into" deeper 
understanding of issues,' worked 
out positive attitudes and values 
which hopefully will strengthen 
us as a congregation and as 
ecclesial women serving, the 
Church in 1975." ' 

Mercy Day was a jubilee 
celebrat ion also. Sisters Mary 
Patricia O'Rourke and Mary 
Horjense Scherick observed the 
60th anniversary of their first 
profession of vows. . , 

Marking their 25th were Sisters 
Mary Denise O'Brien, Janet 
Caufield, Mary Annette D'Amico, 
Mary Celeste Boyle, Anne Marie 
Lennon, Mary Noreen Craney, 
Mary Noel Ringwood,. and Edith 
Francione. 
. A tureen supper of meatless 
dishes brought by the various 
local communit ies was planned, 
in the words of Sister Janet Wahl, 
assistant superior, to "remind us 
of our special concern for the 
hungry as well as our support and 
sharing with leach other in a true 
spirit of mercy."-

Chapter affirmations described 
by the superior general and a 
team of delegates came under the 
headings of poverty, social 
justice, mission and ministry., 
religious witness, congregational 
government, community life and~ 
personal growth in community.. 

Three affirmations dealt with 
Gospel poverty. The first urged 
each religious to-r ise above the 
compulsion of .possessing and 
using material goods, to resist 
being ut i l ized by forces of 
promotion and production in our 
affluent society, and to strive "to 
live without the assurance of 
tomorrow- and to Jive in the 
gladness pf today. 

The second described the 
sisters' free choice of vowed 
poverty as an act of love and 
l iberation and "a commi tment o f 
solidarity with the poor in their 
struggle against misery and in­
justice." The third stated that the 
sisters, . recognizing their 
dependence on one _ another, 
accepted the obl igat ion to 
support the Congregation's.needs 
through the i r work and • its 
remuneration. 

In the area of social justice, the 
Chapter drafted a letter con­
cerning condit ions in Chile, 
where several Rochester Mercy 
sisters work. The letter asked that 
the United Nations Committee on. 
Human5 Kights be allowed to 
function in Chile to protect the 
rights of the people. It was sent, to 
the UN committee and to the 
Organization" of American States, 
among other agencies. 

The.Chapter established- two 
new -congregational com­
missions. The Commission on 
future Directions in Church 
Ministry will ""seek means to 
participate at the diocesan and 
national level in-the design of the 
future forms of ordained and non-v 
ordained ministries in the 
Church."' Its existence' will be 

made known to Bishop Joseph L. 
Hogan and to all appropriate 
groups with the expectation of its 
participating! in future planning. 
I he Commission on Inter-Faith-
Concerns will be responsible for 
research in this area and for 
encouragement of the sisters' 
ecumenical involvement. 

.-•is* < 

Two statements will be added 
to the Religious Witness section 
of the sisters' Constitutions. One 
stresses the need of developing--a 
prayer life that gives "evidence of 
our spirit of faith and joy so as to 
proclaim to all the reality of Cod-
with-us." The other, reaffirms" 

celibacy and community. 

The Central Administration was 
c o m m i s s i o n e d t o s tudy t h e 
concept of associate af f i l ia t ion, 
Mfhich would invo lve - / .a 
laywoman's -agreement t o l ive 
and work with the sisters for a 
time. 

The chapter's resolutions will 
guide the congregation until the 
next chapter, in' 1979.' Sister Mary 
Judith said a long-range 
educational process, soon to 
begirt, "is intended to help the 
Congregation . internal ize ' the. 
values affirmed." ^ ^ 

World Hunger Is Focus 
Of Friday 'Banqiiet' 

A World Hunger Banquet will 
be held at McQuaid Jesuit High 
School this Friday, Oct., 3, at 7 
p.m. The banquet ' is an 
educational.project of the human 
development committees of the 
Southwest Region intended to 
evoke- a Christian response. Its 
contradictory t i t le is meant to 
draw attent ion to the i n ­
congruities in the world's food 
situatioTi. 

father. Charles Mul l igan, 
director of the-Office of Human 

Development, will be the main 
speaker. Mayor Thomas Ryan, 
Bishop Dennis W. Hickey,- and' 
Congressmen Barber Conable and 
Frank Horton are among those 
especially invited. 

An invitation is extended to 
everyone; all parishes are en­
couraged to send representatives. 
Ticket donations, $4, will be given 
to charities involved in the fight 
against hunger. Tickets are 
available from Bernie Kiel, 889-
1388, and Hank Maher, 235-5085. 


