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The 
Church 1975 

Civil War. (He! forgot about the 
Chicago "New WOrld,' ; "•hi^ 
supported; t he ' Loyalist 

yvhich 
cause.) 

*Andrew Greeley 
This *• co lumn wishes to an­

nounce ithe creation o f the 
Wi l l iam of Occam Award for 
Lunatic Foolishness. The award 
w i l | be presented, periodical ly t o a 
Cathol ic publ icat ion wh ich has 
indulged in id iocy above and 
beyond the c a l l , of ordinary 
stupidity. Nominat ions should be 
s u b m i t t e d in w r i t i n g ac­
companied by a cert i f icate of 
good reputat ion and the approval 
of the Ordinary o f the place of 
publ icat ion. 

^The first award Is presented to 
the editors of the "Commonweal " 
w h o , a f te r h a v i n g d u m p e d 
Michael Novak for being " too 
Catholic," in a superb moment of 
lunatic frenzy turned over several 
pages of their journal to the 
n o t o r i o u s an t i -Ca tho l i c Leo 
Pfef fer for a vicious attack on the 
Catholic Church. Wi l l iam of 
Occam wou ld be proud of such a 
log ica l absu rd i t y of. t h e 
ecumenical movement . The 
award w i l l be presented to the 
editors of the ' 'Commonweal" on 
the next birthday of the Ar­
chbishop of. Chicago in ' f ron t of. 
the chancery of f ice by a pooka of 
my a c q u a i n t a n c e w h o w i l l 
parachute f rom an airplane over 
Lake Michigan and then 'pay his 
respects to Mayor Daley before 
returning to Pookaland. 

( Incidental ly, the award wi l l be 
a dunce's, cap carved Jrovn 
Connemara marble. I admit that 
confuses Occam and Scotus, but 
what the hell.) 

Consider some of the things 
Pfeffer says about Catholicism to 
win hisi "Commonweal " patrons 
their prize: 

1) The Church stopped the 
passage o f t h e c h i l d - l a b o r 
amendment. (I suppose he never 
heard o f ' the churchmen who 
supported the amendment.) 

2) The Church stopped aid to 
the Loyalists dur ing the Spanish 

3) The Church was ai t i - labor 
because Cardinal Spellrnan used 
seminar ians t o b reak t h e 
gravediggers' strike (an|d there 
weren't any labor priests.) 

4) The American Church was 
apologetic about fascism and 
mum about Nazism. (Didn' t 
Mundelein call Hit ler an Austrian 
paperhanger, and a poor one at 
that? Pius XI d idn ' t Write en­
cyc l i ca l s c o n d e m n i n g b o t h 
ideologies?) 

5) The Church didn' t silence 
Father Coughlin. (But l i t wou ld 
have been a u t h o r i t a r i a n t o 
silence Father Berrigan!) 

6) The Church was silent on 
the civil-ri;ghts movement. (Good 
heavens, i didn' t he see those 
pictures from Selma?) 

7) The Church dominated New 
York pol i t ical l i fe. The chancery 
was the "power house." (New 
YoYk wasn't bankrupt then.) 

8) The Church even today is 
messing around w i th Lutherans 
and Ang l i cans to c rea te a 
watered-down universal church 
w i th even more pol i t ical power.' 

9) The Church is responsible 
for the return of the Ice Age. 

. (Wel l , he doesn't exactly say this 
— but only, I suspect, because he 
didn' t th ink of it.) 

Pfeffer is not merely ant i-
Catholic, he is anti-religion. He is 
prejudiced-in the strictest sense 
of the word : he doesn't like 

•organized religion of any k ind, 
and he is wi l l ing to distort the 
facts of -h is tory t o exp la in 
everything that goes wrong as a 
result of the machinations of 
organized . rel igion, particularly 
those of a sinister Catholicism. 

He concludes by rejoicing that 
Catholicism is being transformed; 
that is to say, it is losing itS'power. 
Just as Kit Carson said about 
Indians, for Leo Pfeffer the only 
good Catholicism is a dead 
Catholicism. Pfeffer is delighted 
that the forces of rationali ty and 
enl ightenment are f inal ly w ip ing 
out the hated foe. jj 

Wel l , everyone is welcome^to 
his o w n way o f reso l v i ng 
chi ldhood confl icts. Mr: Pfeffer's 
is not particularly harmful to 
anyone. But for a Catholic 
m a g a z i n e ' to p u b l i s h such 
baloney is indeed the height of 
lunatic foolishness. 

Mrs. Leo Wesley 
Clement ine^ E. Wes ley of 

Irondequoit d ied Aug. 29,1975, at 
the age of 77. The Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated. 
Sept. 2 at The Church of Christ 
the King. 

Mrs. Wesley's survivors are her 
husband, Leo; f ive sons, Leo L. 

;Florian, Francis, Joseph of Olean, 
and Clement; six daughters, Mrs. 
H a r o l d (Ri ta) Richards of 
Spencerpor t , M rs . Rober t 

:(Therese) O'Connor, Mrs. John 
(Mary Anne) Scharr of Canan-

;daigua, Mrs, Richard (Marcia) 
jCalabrese, Mrs. Eugene (Regina) 
j Siesto, and Sister Rose Anne 
I Marie Wesley, O.S.F. of Allegany. 

, Mrs. Wesley was a Cold Star 
JMother, having lost her sixth son, 
!Louis in Wor ld War I I . 

Harold R. Baker 

TRINITY ALUMNAE 

Mrs. Richard Chapman has 
been e l e c t e d p res iden t o f 
Rochester Chap te r , T r i n i t y 
Co l lege A l u m n a e , w i t h M i p . 
W i l l i a m M o d n e y secretacy-
treasurer. Mary E. Statt was 
named t o the alumnae board of 
directors, and the fo l lowing were 
chosen to serve as admissions 
rep resen ta t i ves : M r s . Eugene 
Bergin,Mrs. Paul Rubery and Mrs. ° 
Paul D. Moon an. 

| ST. A N D R E W S PARISH | 
SJ Prescriptions g: 
:$ Carefully C o m p o u n d e d g-

1 MANDELL'S PHARMACY | 
| OF ROCHESTER INC. | 

NW WhMUr • Hy M M M | 

1467-0879 • 467-07851 
a % 
£• DROGS-COSMETICS-SUNDRIfS :£ 
'0 Portland Ave. at Norton §• 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

• QUALITY STANDARDS 
• DIGNITY IN SERVICE 

1 • INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

Auburn — Harold F 
a farmer and former 

Baker, 64, 
entertainer. 

Ithaca Immaculate Sets 
Two Courses for Youths 

I t haca — A t I m m a c u l a t e 
Conception Parish students in the 
ninth and tenth grades wi l l -meet 
at the school Sundays f rom 7 to 8 
p.m. where two courses wi l l be 
offered. 

Challenge, one of the courses, 
is to help the n in th graders to 
discover the creative relationship 
between their religious and social 
lives. It provides students w i th 
c o n c e p t s bas ic t o ' \ h e 
achievement of a • better .un­
derstanding of their religious and 
personal indentit ies. Sister Jean is 
the instructor. •• 

The . second course , . U n ­
derstanding Christian Worship, 
focuses on worship as a personal 
value and as a communi ty ex­
pression of its relationship to 
Cod. I t w i l l provide the op­
portuni ty to explore the theology 
o f t h e sac raments . T h r o u g h 
various research '• and act iv i ty 
projects, the students are en­
couraged to develop (special 
liturgies and celebrations on their 
own, under the leadership o f Miss 
Sandra Bell. 

The 11th and 12th grade; 
students w h o have been i n Teen 
Seminar w i l l have their Reality 
meetings on Sunday evenings at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Burns. 

first Sunday of every month for 
three hours. 

died unexpectedly Aug. 28, 1975, 
in Auburn Memorial Hospital. 

The Mass of Christian Burial 
was concelebrated Aug. 30 in St. 
Mary's Church by Msgr. James D. 
Cu f fney and Father James 
Enright. The scripture readings 
were given by two of his 11 
chi ldren, Sister Beverly, SSJ, of 
Brockport, and David Baker of. 
Seneca Falls. The oldest grand­
chi ld f rom each of eight families 
took par t in t h e o f f e r t o r y 
procession. 

Mr. Baker, a native of Auburn, 
had kept a farm on Dunning 
Avenue Road for the 'past 36 
years. He also worked at Alco 
Engines for 21 years, retir ing in 
1972. He- and his band, Hal 
Baker's Nitg Owls, entertained at 
Club Dickman here for 25 years, 
unti l it closed in 1962. He was a 
member of St. Mary's Holy Name 
Society. 

Surviving besides his w idow, 
Agatha Riester Baker, are six sons 
and f ive daughters, including 
WilliaiVi, John, and George of 
Auburn; Edward.- of Troy, and 
Airman Gerard Baker at Eglin Air 
Force Base, Florida; Mrs. Corol 
(Margaret) Mou l ton ; Mrs. .Paul 
(Bon i t a ) Hudsorf ; Mrs . Joel 
(Sharon) Hudson all of Auburn, 
and Mrs . .Harley (Joan) 
Clingerman of M iami , Florida. 
Also, 30 grandchildren; his father, 
Arthur C. Baker of Auburn; a 
brother, Alfred Baker bf Syracuse; 
two sisters, Mrs. Irene Miskel l and 
Mrs. Wi l l iam (Florence) Crehan, 
both of Auburn, and several 
nieces and nephews. 

F. H. McELWEE 
F u n e r a l H o m e , I n c . 

Phone 
394-2220 

t e o M Bean 
Francis H McElwee 

1 

200 Buffalo St., Canandaigua, N.Y. 
90 E. Main St., Victor, N.Y. 

HARLOFF 
)Q/unetciL(0/jome 

586-5948 

ST. JEROME'S 
PARISH 

E- R O C H E S T E R 

B t R N S - H A N N A 
F U N E R A L H O M E 

467-5745 

P a u l W. H a r r i s 
F U N E R A L H O M E ' I N C . 

5 7 0 K i n g s H i g h w a y S o u t h { c o r n e r T i t u s ) 

SPACIOUS 
PARKINC 

Private casket selection room 
544-2041 

•• AIR 
CONDITIONED 

Arndt Funeral Home 
Air Conditioned Parking for. over 50 cars 

! Ronald John A rndt—Funeral Director 
. - Parishioner at St. John the Evangelist 
11(18 L o n g P o n d R o a d near Maiden La©e 621 -2820 

• The other 11th ;and 12th grade 
students w i l l be haying a special 
class in Scripture, mieeting on the 

ssociation 

Genesee Valley 

Group Health 
FINALLY . . . A c o m p l e t e Heal th Center fo r the w h o l e fami l y 

F INALLY . . . A Heal th Plan tha t pays v i r tua l l y all t he b i l ls 
FflNALLY . . . A p r e p a y m e n t p lan tha t lets you b u d g e t 
j your hea l th ca re expenses 

I F INALLY . . . A p lan tha t isn ' t a c l in i c—you c h o o s e 
you r o w n d o c t o r f r o m t h e M e d i c a l G r o u p 
at t he W i l son Hea l th Center 

SEE T H E W I L S O N H E A L T H CENTER at C a r t e ^ 
S t ree t and rou te 104, a d j a c e n t to 
Roches te r Genera l Hosp i ta l 

A N Y W E D N E S D A Y E V E N I N G 

F R O M 5:30 unt i l 8 :00 a n d .. 

S U N D A Y , S E P T . 2 8 , 2 - 4 p . m . 

A spec ia i inv i tat ion t o 

G E N E R A L M O T O R S 

e m p l o y e e s a n d fami l ies 

Genesee Valle Genesee vaiiev 

Group Health 
A HEALTH PLAN FOR THE 70s i Association 

• A subsidiary of 

Blue Cross 
Blue Shield 
ot me Rochester area-

\ 


