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@ _PART ONE
y By Msgr. Wilham Shannon ¢

A rew weeks ago | had .a

years. They are wonderful peopld.
-and deep] .

1. And when: r\/atrcan 1. made th
Movernent its ow
through its Gonstitution on th
Sacred - Liturgy, they becamle
eager and zealous members of
the liturgy committee .in th'e{
parish. They were growing tlred
of all the singing; the offertofy

- processions —:the wholé éleme (Lt

ng before VatrcaE

they were invited each Sunday.
. They said that they would like to

have a more quiet Mass that

- would give them more trme for

refl ectron

" This con\_/ersati‘on set me *o
about the way We
celebrate liturgy. It seemed to me
that what they were saying is that
our ‘liturgy has become unduly

i preoecupied with busy-ness. n

our’ excessive concern for par-
trcrpatrop we have tried to keep
people busy all the time;rand t
result isithat wehave worn th{
out, Théy aré finding tHat th
aré not'really praying at Mass

Perhgps we ‘have reached a.
point * in  our lrté]urgrcal
development when we have to

_listen to what people like this

couple are saying. Certainly they

_are wrong if they want to return

to a non- partrcrpatory Mass. But |
are they wrong in asking

' questions abbut the kind of

_ participation |

h-

“our faithr

wé have - cal(ed

them to? ]

A couple o’r decades agQ we
used to speak of “praying at
Mass” — which meant, at that
time, following the prayers of the
priest. In the last te:f vears, under
the rnﬂuencr2 of !Vatican Il’s’
reform, we| have begun to speak
of “celebr ting” the Eucharist. -
This, of course, is all to the good;
for the Eucharist is a celebration:

a celebration of God’s love. ex-
pressed mgesus ia celebration of
sponse to Him.

But it seems to me that we
have to.ask the question whether
in our emp asis on celebration —
with all our efforts to keep people

and they resent it. - . ~ busy —. we have pushed out of |
\ wher‘e he stood. But after he had
WORD FOR } left his fathers presence, he
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Sundays Readmgs. (R3) i;/tt.

21:28-32. (R1) Ex. 18:25-28." (R2)
Phil. 2:1-11., \ ;
The . theme of Sund ys

thought things over. He realized
how wrong He had been. He
repented and -ended up doing
what his 1ather wanted

Originally thrs parabfe referred
to God's people. All through their
long h.istory Israel had professed

" to love Gddtand follow His ways.

God .came to them in
of jesus, they rejected

Yet when
the persor

. Him. They were fike the elder "

readings’ is. personal respon~--

sxbrlrty ‘ . .- 1
- Ezechiel in the first readm

Babylon. Instead of blaming i)od
for ‘their plight, Ezechiel telis
them they have only themse!ves
to blame. _National apostasy
caused the collapse of the nation.

- Yet Ezechiel sought-toilift up thelr

. drooping spitits by teaching them
a truth quite novél at the time; -

7

. mercies, O lord, and teach
. your. paths '(Response]

= namely, -“that of -
redponsnbrhty The individual jcan
rise above the nation. “Don't
say,” warned Ezechiel, “thatlthe
Lords way is not farr . . . Your.

~.ways'are unfair. You expect a} just

“ God to reward evil. This-cannot
be. Even a gobd man who tur is tor
evil -must suffer ‘the ¢on-
sequences; Yet the reverse is also

true — a.wicked man turning
_ from evil wrll surely live.”
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i
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Ezechlel is speaking to us;itoo.
We have sinned. Unless | we:
_realize: this, we too might | carp
that God is unfair. The realistic
“Liturgy, however, teaches us to
plea- for Cod’s mercy
guidance. :’'Remember Your
me

Repenténce is the path we all
should follow, for we all| are
sinners. Again our Lord illustrated
this truth-by a simple parable. A-
father made a request of h|s1 two-

. sonis. Thie elder son agreed to do
“his father's wish. How politethe

was: he even said, “Sir.”! His
subsequent dction, however
showed him to. be a

' . .game; but’ that was all’it was —.

talkf' _

" The secongd son, on the ‘con-
trary, camé right out with. itl and

refused ta:do his father's will. He

‘was “cruefly’ blunt, - éven
-drsrespectful At least you knew

‘personal -

son. . ‘1

Those who recer\/ed Him were
the tax-collector, lke Matthew
and his friends; and prostitutes,
like the woman who washed the
feet of Jesus with her tears and
dried them with her hair (for

prostitutes. wore no veils as
respectable. women, like
Veronica,} did). On the surface

their lives looked like an outright
refusal tg have anything to do
with God| Yet when Jesus-.came

> they listened to Hr@rhfollowed

addressing the Jewish. captrves in .

Him,.and did His will

ese were
like the second son.- '

Howev r, there are deeper

 truths. here.-Ohe is that taught by

Ezechiel | namely, that even

though. nation reject Jesus,
individual citizens peed nét. In
fact Christianity began with' a

“remnant | of Jews. Salvahon is’

Apersonal‘ o

’.
Secondly, deeds speak louder

1t

- than worgls. Most-of us, I'm sure,

and .

when we were kids, in. morhents
of tendérness told our mothers
how much -we loved them.
Equally {sure, I'm certain, our
mothers] at one time or another

" might have retorted, "I wush you'd

show itfa little more.” ‘

Love-is more than words. If we

really loye God, then deeds, not .

words, must show it Perhaps the

Agreatest causg of atheism in_the

world today is. Christians| who
profess/the faith of Christ-and are
hellhounds in their -daily lives,

" What they do- speaks. so loudly,

tiar, a -
hypocrite. . He talked a goodv

“had been
:!oying father?.Or admrttmg oneis -

change

nobody can hear what they say.

So often we begnn our lives or
even ‘our day badly, "like ‘the
second'json in the parable But
having begun wrong is o reason
to continue in- the- wrong, The
se:cond 50N repented So.can-each
of us

And
twinge

what _is, repentance? A
of sorrow because. one
mconsrderate to a

ike telling ong’s sins to-a”
Repentance rheans: a
of mind; a turning in.the
opposite drrectlon and ending up
doing ‘the Father’s will. ~Con-:
fession|is-a gooq start:

wron
pnestg?

y too Busy?

ENSHGHTS
On Pastoral Liturgy

‘the Eucharistic Prayer,
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Ctheir  lives the important
dimension of prayer. Prayer does
not thrive on busy-ness. Have we
in our anxiety for maximum
‘participation - almost forgotten
that the Eucharist is prayer; and
by prayer | do not mean simply’
saying prayers, lput listening ‘to
Cod and responding to- Him in
faithd Do we have® to- ask our-
selves if our’ l’turgy has not.
become so; oyer-verbalized, so
busy, so noisyl that there is no’
time -left for really listening to
God and responding to Him? .

-+ am not lin any way trymg to
suogest that prayer and
celebration are incompatible.
Celebration|f can- certaiply  be
prayer; butiit is not necessarily
s0. We have to face honestly ithe
question:s|si it possrbie to have a

. good celebriation, in which every

one is invalved and yetin whrch

_ they are sojbusy or so noisy that

there is little real opportunity!for
an. encounter wrth the All-Holy

GCod?

Just' f:hmk for a moment of
' what we dq at Mass.- We have ‘a
fairly tong lntroductory rite. Then
we move rr|1to an Old Testament
reading, an Epistle, a Gospel and

" a homily. This is followed - rapid-

fire - by the profession of faith’
-and the intercessions;

leneral
_and as thej"general intercessions

are being 1nade, the “offertory”
processron} is already - forming.
The procestion proceeds -to- the
altar. The lpeople sing an “of-
; fertory” h\V 'mn ‘'or make responses
to the priest’s. prayers. Then
quickly — T almost said pantingly -
they are thrust into the
Eucharistic Prayer.’ C

Just reflect for a moment on
how busy all this really .is. From
the beginning right down through’

hardly hate a chance to catch
their breathi —. let alone their
thoughts. The. Word of God has:
been. proclarmed —. in three ..
separate *proclamations. The_
- homily has explained, theé Word
proclaimed. But pegple- have '

been given no decent amount of . -

time to reflect on the Word, to

recollect themselves, to see what o
this Word means for them in.their -~ -

lives. Th¢y have no time.to
prepare ithemselves for the
Preface - and -the . Fucharistic
: Prayer. They are rushed from
Word - to Sacrament. They- are.
singing, making verbal responses .
— but scarcely; given-a moment
really ‘to think about what is said
and what| is happening so that.
they can make a personal
‘response to God. '

You wr[l! perhaps say that thls is
an exaggeration. But | wonder if .

this is noti the way an increasing . -

numbér of Catholics are. seeing’
" the Mass and being wearied by lt?

[To be cont\mued]

ng Ferry
_Councrl Meets

King, Ferry — At ‘Qur Lady of -
the Lake the Parish-Council met
recently for an “indoctrination
session. for new members. - The

years, strlves to. build -a Christian’
community withiri. the council
itself. ,Father Richard Stantdn

feels 'ithat " by establishing ‘|a ~

Chris] ran commurity in the:
“council jthey will' better n-_
-derstandi the nreed. to build &

Christian commumty within the

enti re pansh

Rehglous ‘Education for the !
_younger.iset will be under the :
gurdance of Sister Elaine Theresa, T

' pastoral.* assistant,] who ;travels

-~from.ithe St. -Jeseph convent in
?t is.. expected.. that theu“j
- classes will be startmg earJy in 7

Ithaca.,

October

people .

i
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* council, active for the past four ..
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| BOULEVARD HOTEL

Where Vacation Fun-in-the-Sun
Can Become Your Future Way of Life!
What can begin as: just 'a short winter vacation
" in-the-Sun may be .the answer to your upcoming
RETIREMENT PLANS. The Boulevard Hotel caters:
to only the young at heart who enjoy living in
compatible surroundmgs wnth active, energetic

contempories.
For as little as $160.00 PER MONTH (DOUBLE

1 OCCUPANCY} your future years can include living
"ina rful, healthful atmosphére where closeness
to . shopping, gtertammem iibrary, bussess,
churches; - beaches, golf, convention center and
auditorium turn eyery day into a SPECIAL DAY,

Forget about cogking since rates inglude THREE-
DELICIOUS MEALS EACH DAY servéd in our air
conditioned dining ‘room. Relax in the Boulevard

I~ Swim in our clean salt water pool, Bingo with prizes
and Free movies are awvailable to guésts of the hotel.
Learn how a short vacation at the Boulevard Hotel

dence in Smog Free, Snow Free, A(le%gy Free. Sun-

|
shme Filled Miami Beach! Wiite Today.For

-T“E Boulevard

775 Dade Blvd.: Miami Beach; Fla
! : 33139
_ Phone: (3Q5) 538-8_32‘] ,'

THE NEW
'75-76 DINING
WITH AFTER DARK

DINNER GLUI
COUPON

OVER A *80.00 VALUE

Stilf

PLUS 9 THEATRES

THE BEST DINNER CLUB BOOK BUY
N ROCHESTER NS

Partrcvpatmg Restaurants
and Theatres:

Eddies Chop House (2 coupons: Tne
Shakespeare Arigalo Steak House
Royal Scot The Depot. Eastview Theatre
Marvin s Country Cilub Mr Mixes
tViking, Cutali's The Townehouse The
Blacksmith Shop 3 Barrells East Stytson
Theatre Spring House Hojack Yards
Hohday inn Downtown. Pittstord Tavern
The Lamplighter. The Monticelio Hawk
N Dove. Trebors. Carriage Stop The
Gas!ight The Americana Flagship
Hoiiday Inn South

For More information Phone 254.2020

. ;14613
— L bo ok(s) at $5.50 each
, Enciosed please finds___

J PLEASEMAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AQUINAS
| INSTITUTE [~ -

| NAME

| ADDRESS
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1 . Gardens or on the Rooftop sun-and-shade deck.

can be turned into a permanent Retirement Resi- -

FREE BROCHURE AND RATES, |

Gl

HDTEL

Than Pay For Book!

H

When You Use Just 2
Coupons From Dinner
Club Book. You More

=== DINNER BOOK ORDER..
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