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I PART ONE 

Py Msgr. William Shannon '• 

A few weeks ago I had.-k 
discussion about l i turgy w i th a 
couple !l have- known for many 
years.' They are wonderful people. 
W e l l - e d u c a t e d and deep ly ' 
Commit ted Christians, they w e r j 
i n v o l v e d in t h e L i turg i 'ca l 
Movement lld>ng before Vatican 
11. And when A/ati can M.madethB 
Liturgical- Movement its own 
through its Const i tut ion on' the 
Sacred Liturgy, they became 
eager and zealous members ,cn 
the l i turgy commi t t ee , in thei r 
parish. They were growing tired 
of all the singing! the offertory 
processions — the who le element 
of tota l part ic ipat ion t o which 
they were invited each Sunday. 
They said that they wou ld l ike (o 
have a more quiet Mass that 
wou ld give them more t ime . fo r 
reflec-tion. 

Thti, conversation set me ^o 
th inking about the way we 
celebrate l i turgy. It seemed.to m e 
that what they were saying is that 
our liturgy has become unduly 
preoccupied w i t h busy-ness. In 
our ' excessive concern' for par-
t ic ipat iop, w e have tr ied t o ke^p 
people busy all the t ime; fand the 

result is [that we have, worn them 
out^.Th^y are f ind ing that they -
are not* really pray ing at Mass 
and they resent it. 

Perhaps w e have r e a d i e d - a 
p o i n t ' in our l i t jurg ica l 
development when we have t o 
listen to what people l ike this 
cpwple are saying. Certainly they 
are wrong if they want to return 
to a non :part ic ipatory Mass. But 
are t h e y w r o n g in ask ing 
questions abibut- the k ind of 
part ic ipat ion J we have called 
them to? | 

A couple of decades ago* w e 
used to speak of "praying at 
Mass" — which meant, at that 
t ime, fo l lowing the" prayers o f the 
priest. In the last ten years, under 
the1 inf luence of I Vatican. Il's 
reform, we have begun to speak 
of "celebrating" the Eucharist.' 
This, Of course, is all t o the good; 
for the Eucharist is a celebrat ion: 
a celebration of. God's love expressed in lesus, 'a celebration of 
our faith-response to H im. 

But it 
have to as!. 
in o u t e m p i , 
w i th all our 
busy 
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seems to me that we 
the, question whether 

iasis on celebration — 
1 efforts to keep people 
'= have pushed out of 

where he :rtood. But after he had 
left his father's presence, he 
thought things over. He realized 
how wrong he had been. He 
repented land ended up doing 
what his lather wanted. 
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long 
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Sunday's Readings: (R3) vtt. 
21:28-32. (R1> Ex. 18:25-28. (R2) 
Phil. 2:1-11 

' " '" ' J 
The • t h e m e o f Sunday 's 

read ings . is. pe rsona l r espon 
sibi l i ty. . -

1 j 
- Ezechiel in the first reading is. 

addressing the Jewish, captives in 
Babylon; Instead o f b laming Cod 
for their p l ight , Ezechiel tells 
t hem they have, on ly therriselyes 
to blame. National apostasy 
caused the collapse of,the nation. 

' Yet Ezechiel s o u g h t t o l i t t up tjieir. 
dropping spirits by teaching them, 
a t ru th qu i te novel at the t ime ; 
n a m e l y , t h a t o f ' personal 

• responsibility. The indiv idual [can' 
rise above the nat ion. "Don ' t 
say,", warned Ezechiel, " that J the 

- Lord's way is n o t fair . . . Your 
ways'are unfair. You expect ajjust 
God t o reward ev i l . This caninbt 
be. Even a good man w h o turns to1 

ev i l m u s t su f fe r t h e c o n 
sequences; Yet the reverse is [also 
t rue - j a . wicked man turning 
from evil will surely live." • j . 

. Ezechiel is speaking t o us;itoo. 
W e have s inned. Unless \ we 
realize i h i s , w e too might jcarp 
tha t God is unfair . The. realistic 

"Liturgy, however, teaches us t o 
p l e a f o r G o d ' s m e r c y [and 
g u i d a n c e . - " R e m e m b e r y o u r 
.mercies, O Lord,, and teach) me 
your paths" (Response). 

Repentance is the path we all 
should fo l l ow , for we al l are 
si.nners. Again our LorrJ i l lustrated 
this t ru th-by a simple parable. A 
father.made a request of h is j two 
son's ."The elder son agreed to do 
his father's w ish . H o w po l i te fhe 
was: he even said^ "Sir."] His 
s u b s e q u e n t a c t i o n , h o w i y e r , 
showed h im to, b e ' a ' l iar, a 
hypocr i te. . He ta lked a good 
game; bu t that was a i r i t was — 
talk! . . ; ; ' | 

• The second son, on t f ie c o n 
trary, earns r ight out_ w i t h iti and 
refused t o do his father's will:. He 
was "~ c rue l l y - b l u n t , • feveh 
•disrespectful. A t Least you fenew 

Original ly this parable referred 
pie. AH through their 

histoh/, Israel had professed 
•and fo l l ow His ways. 

God-came to thenri in 
o f Jesus, they rejected 

Thejy were l ike the elder 

Those w h o received H im were 
the tax-collector, I5ke Mat thew 
and bis fr iends, and prostitutes, 
l ike the "woman w h o washed the 
feet of Jesus w i t h her tears and 
dried t h e n w i th her hair (for 
prost i tute; wore no veils as 
respec tab le . w o m e n , l i k e 
Veron ica, .did). On the surface 
their lives l ooked like an outr ight 
.refusal tc *have anyth ing t o do 
w i t h God Yet when Jesus came 

they listened to Him, followed 
1 p i d His. w i l l r f h e s e were Hi rh ,and 

ike the second so'n. 

Howevfer, there are deeper 
truths here. One is tha t taught by 
Ezechiel -? namely, that even 
though a nat ion reject Jesus, 
individual cit izens need not. In 
fact Chr 
remnant 
personal! 

stianity began w i t h a\ 
of Jews. Salvation is \ 

Seconcly, deeds speak louder 
than words. Most of us, I'm scfre, 
when w«: were kids, in moments 
of tenderness to ld our mothers 
how much • we loved t h e m . . 
Equally sure, I'm cer ta in , our 
mothers] at one t ime or another, 

r might have retorted, "\ wish you'd 
show i t a l i t t le more." , 

Love is njiore than, words. If w e 
really love God,, then deeds, not . 
iwords,. r i us t show i t Perhaps the 
greatest[causp of atheism in the 
world today is. Christians!} who 
profess/the fa i th o f Christ-arid are , 
hellhouijids. in their dai ly lives., 
What t f ey do-speaks.so loudly, 
nobody can hear wha t they say. 

So of ten we begin our liyes or 
even our day badly, l ike the 
secpndjson in the parable.. But 
having begun wrong is .ho reason 
to cont inue in t he -wrong . The 
second son repented. So can-each 
of us. 

And w h a t . is, , repentance? A 
twinge of sorrow, because, one 
had been Inconsiderate t o a 

l o v i n g father? O r admi t t ing one is 
wrong; ; ike te l l ing 6rie's : sins t o a 
priest? "Repentance means ' a 
change o f m ind ; a turn ing in . the . 
opposite direct ion and ending u p . 
doing 
fession 

the Father's. will 's-'Cons'; 
is- a good start: 

the i r ' l i ves t h e i m p o r t a n t 
dimension o f prayer. Prayer does 
not thrive on busy-ness: Have w e 
in our anxiety^ for maximum 
part ic ipat ion • almost forgotten 
that the Eucharist is prayer; and. 
by prayer I do not mean simply 
saying prayers,, bu t listening t o 
God and responding to Him in 
faith?! Do we . heve1 t o ask our
selves if our-' I turgy has not 
become soj over-verbalized, so 
busy, so naisyi that there is no 
time -left fdr really listening to 
God and responding t o Him? 

. -1 am not [in1 any way trying to 
suggest t-hat p rayer and 
celebrat ' toi i i are i n c o m p a t i b l e . 
Celebration'] can- certaiiply f be 
prayer; but; i t is not necessarily 
so. We have to face honestly the 
question : j | si i t possible t o havje a 

. good celebijation, in wh ich every 
one is involved and ye t ' i n which 
they are so busy or so noisy that 
there is little real opportunity! for 
an. encounter w i t h the °All-Holy 
Cod? 

just' £hin< for a moment of 
what we do at Mass.-We have a 
fair ly tong i i t roductory rite, t h e n 
we move in to.an O l d testament 
reading, an Epistle, a Gospel and 
a homi ly. T i i s is. fol lowed - rapid-
fire - by the profession of fa i th 
and the general intercessions; 
and as the] general intercessions 
are beiqg made, the "of fer tory" 
procession [ is already forming. 
The procesjkiqn proceeds to the 
altar. TheiJpeople sing an "of
fer tory" hymn or make responses 
to the priest's- .prayers. Then 
quickly — I almost said pantingly • 
-^ they are thrust in to the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 

Just reflect for .a moment on 
how busyial l this really,is.. From 
the beginning right down through' 
the Eucharistic Prayer, people 
hardly have a chance t o catch 
their breath — • let alone their 
thoughts. The Word of God has 
been proclaimed —. in t h ree , 
separate - - 'p roc lamat ions. f h e _ 

• homi iy has explained, the Word , 
proclaimed. But people have ! 

been given no decent amount of . 
time to reflect on the Word, to 
recollect tlhemselves, to See what . 
this Word means for them in their •<• 
Ijives. Th$y have no t i m e . t o 
p repare j thefnselves f o r -the 
P re face / l and - the Euchar is t i c 
^Rrayen. They are rushed from -

Word to . Sacrament. They- are 
singing,- making verbal responses 
—' but scarcely! given a moment 
really t o th ink about what .'is said 
and what! is happening so that, 
t hey car) m a k e a persona l 
response to God. -

You. will; perhaps say that this is 
-an exaggeration. But I wonder if. 
this is not! the way an increasing . 
number of Catholics are. seeing 
the Mass and being, wearied by it? 

! [To be continued] 

Council Meets 
•: • •• : i '• .-. ' ." ' 

King. Ferry— At O u r Lady Tof -
the Lake the Parish" Counci l met 
recently for an indoctr inat ion • 
session fpr new members. The 
counc i l , active for the past, four . 
years, strives to : bu i ld a Christian' j 
communi ty w i th in the counci l 
itself. -Father Richard Stantcjn 
feels ; th'jat by establishing a »; 
Chfistjiaiji c o m m u n i t y in the 
counci l [ they w i l l ' better ' jun- . 
derstand] t h e . need t o bui ld1 a r 

Christian} commun i t y w i th in the 
entire parish. 

Religjqus Education for the j 
younger j set w i l l be under the 
guidance ofSrster Elaine Theresa, 
pastoral• ; assistant,] who j tifayels 

- f r o m i t h e St. Joseph convent in 
Ithaca^ ( t : i s expected t f iat ; the 
classes wi l l ; be starting early in 
October.; ' / 

OVER 50" CROWD 
at the 

BOULEVARD HOTEL 
Where Vacation Fun-in-thfe-Sun^ 

Can Become Your Future Way of Life! 
What can begin as just a short winter vacation 

in-the-sun may be the answer to your upcoming 
RETIREMENT PLANS. The Boulevard Hotel caters 
to only the young at heart who enjoy living in 
compatible surroundings wi th active, energetic 
contempories. 

For as little as $ 1 6 0 . 0 0 PER MONTH (DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY) your future years can include living 
in a e a r f u l , healthful atmosphere where closeness 
to shopping, entertainment, library,^ bussess, 
churches-,' beacheW goif, convention center and 
auditor ium turn eyery day into a SPECIAL DAY; 

Forget about cooking since rates inplude THREE-
DELICIOUS MEALS EACH DAY served in our air 
conditioned dining ' r o o m . Relax in the Boulevard 
Gardens or on the Rooftop sun-and-shade deck. 
Swim in our clean salt water pool. Bingo with prizes 
and Free movies are available to guests; of the hotel. 

Learn how a short vacation at the Boulevard Hotel 
can be turned into a permanent Retirement Resi
dence in Smog Free, Snow Free, Alletpy Free, Sun
shine Filled Miami Beach! 

Write Today. For 
FREE BROCHURE AND RATES, 

l i s 
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HOTEL 
7 7 5 D a d e B l v d . M i a m i B e a c h , F la . 

33139 
Phone: (3Q5) 538-8321 
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