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By JOHN DASH 

That highly-publ ic ized Lopez 
goal-setting program is in for 
stormy days, judging, f rom jast 
week's Priests Council meeting. 

The program, developed by Dr. 
•Felix Lopez, an organizational 
p s y c h o l o g i s t , • and be ing 
promoted by the diocesan Of f ice 
of Planning, drew more than "an 
hour of protest and negative 
comment f rom the senators at the 
opening session o f the season's 

•counci l meetings'. 

The f loodgate was opened by 
Father Peter Bayer, director of the 
planning of f ice, when he asked 
the senators t o give h im a l ist of 
f i ve i . names', f rom which two 
wou ld be selected, t o serve on a 

commit tee wh ich wou ld ! review 
the diocesan goals. I 

C o m m i t t e e m e n w o u l d be 
expected to attend f ive ful l ,days 
of special Lopez training |artd put 
more than 110" addit ional hours 
into their work. • 

On Sept. 2, Father James 
Lawlor wrote Father Bayer a 
letter wh ich stated: ' . I 

"•. . . th i s p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
committees, review boards and 
other sundry groups is rapidly 
becoming counter productive. I 
am in agreement w i th the need to 
establish goals ' and; have them 

vehicle' Which cou ld be used to 
ach ieve sa t i s fac to ry resu l ts 
w i thout this cont inual drain upon 
the work load of Jthe people, of our 
Diocese?" II 

Father James Marv in , counci l 
president, ||©pened- last week's 

(coun tcil deliberations on the 
proposed 4 o r n m i t t e e by not ing 
his bloc's dissatisfaction wi th ; the 
t i m e e x p e n d i t u r e , and i t s 
questions on the funct ion p f the 
committee} He said his| b loc 
further Iquestioned whether i tHie^ 
entire Lopez plan was ever" 
s u b m i t t e d 

reviewed, but this exi 
t ime selenns t o 
travagant . . 
conscience go 

ehditure of 
ch too ex-
cannot in 

' i th your 

to the diocesan 
consultative bodies for approval. 

Father Bayer responded t o the 
last question that j the Priests 
Council had at l^ast approved'the 

"concept " of the program, 
event Father Marvin said 
could not rememberJ 

Father M a r v i n and Bishop Hickjey 

arii 

The summer-recess e n d e d for the Priests Counc i l 
Pqoto by BrufeGertut 

last w e e k w h e n the body) assembled to con
sider issues and problems of the diocese a t Becket H a l l 

An A to ZMeeting? 
Last -week's Priests Counci l 

meet ing concerned itself w i th a 
n u m b e r of p r o b l e m s and 
programs; The senators discussed 
a formal performance review of 
diocesan clergy, clerical sab
baticals, the establishment of a 
permanent diaconate program in 
the diocese, the progress o j the 
team ministry experiment, a new 
process for the selection of 
bishops, and the implementat ion 
of recommendations by. the along 
Range Minister ial Commit tee, 
among, a variety, of topics.^ 

T e c h n i c a l p r o c e d u r a l d i f 
f icult ies kept discussion of- tubal 
l igation reportedly done at ISt. 
James" Mercy Hospital in Hornel l 
off the counci l 's agenda. 

Bishop Dennis W. Hickey, 
speaking for Bishop Joseph, L. 
Hogan, who was preparing^ to 

' leave for Rome, addressed the 
counci l on f inancial matters 
saying that the new' director" of 
f inance for the diocese, Thomas 
A. Weber, wou ld be available fo r 
pastoral consultat ion as was his 
predecessor; Jack Rftzenthaler. 

The bishop also noted " that, 
over-al l , parish revenues1 are up 
9.8 per cent over last vear,! a n d 

. said tha t there had bee-n a, 
s u b s t a n t i a l ' p a y i n g , o f _ par ish 
assessment debts. j 

He I"observed t h a t a f inancial 
advisory board had been created 
to consult on the f diodesari 
securities por t fo l io ; and tha t the 
recent inc|ease in rates fo r ! Blue 
Cross/Blue' Shield w i l l require 
invest igat ion. He warned that the 
i nc rease m a y f o r c e new s 

a r rangemen ts | in i n s u r a n c e ' 
coverage. . 

'j O n t h e advisory board, Msgr. 
/Whalen objected tha t he saw V 
con f l i c t o f interest" possible for 
several, of its members. 

A m o n g t h e " h o u s e h o l d 
ma t te rs " Father Marvfn brought 
to the a t ten t ion Of the-oqunciJ 
was £ quest ion on provid ing 
funds >for and; the' storage ofi tape 
recordings o f e o u n c i i procedings. 
I t was Father Cuddy's opin ion 
t h a t t he tapes shpuld be stored 

- fo r a - / e a r ,and Father Hol land 

al locating $4,000 t o the Priests 
Counci l w i thou t g iv ing the op
portunity for the counci l t o 
present and explain its submit ted 
budget. ' I 

The l ight note of the morn ing 
was struck over a [proposal f rom 
t h e Pastoral Of f ice t o appoint a 
liaison between the counci l and 
the of f ice staff: 

Father Marv in 
schedule f rom that o f f ice of 
meetings, " B " . meetings, 
meetings, and "D"> meetings. 

. q u e s t i o n * of sabba t i ca ls f o r 
c l e r g y m e n ! — t h e p r i n c i p a l 
problems being f nancial • and 
administrative. 

— H e out l ined ' several courses of 
action open Ito th'e 
assured the counci 
wou ld be done. 

board, land 
further work 

Father Louis H o h m a n in;-' 
terjected that the Lopez~ system 
"seems to get 'complicateder and -
complicateder' ," to wh ich Father. 
Paul Cuddy gave a resounding 
"Amen . A m e n . " 

Father Lawlor reiterated his 
object ion to the format ion of the 
commit tee because of the t ime 
factor; and in a l ively round-table 
so d id Fathers Daniel Hol land, 
w h o also q u e s t i o n e d the 
authori ty the commit tee wou ld 
carry; James Hewes, who wanted 
to know of alternatives to the 
Lopez system; Kevin Murphy, 
whc) reiterated Father Hoi land's 
q u e s t i o n , a d d i n g t h a t t h e 
nominat ion and selection process 
cou ld render, the • commit tee 
powerless; W i l l i am Gordinier and 
Paul Cuddy, w h o asked the 
counci l t o " tab le " the whole 
question. 

Msgr. Leslie Whalen described 
himself as hav ing 'a "mean .miner 
and charged that the Lopez 
system was an avenue for Father 
Bayer's of f ice to gain power jn 
the diocese arid that the systejn 
was "manipu la t ive. " 

Father ' Bayer countered thjat 
such wasj not the case- , 

•JV\sgY>Albert Schnacky made 
the plea that clergy and laymen 
were already overworked and 
that the creation pf t h e com
mit tee 'wou ld overtax diocesan 
resources. 

Father John jHempel and Father 
Rona ld Stagey ca r r ied t h e 
consideration of the authori ty of 
the commit ted further. | 

None of the priests who spoke 
were Will ing to submit names for 
the program Father 
however, facetiously in 
names of the counci \'\ defunct 
budget review commit tee 
i m p l y i n g t h a t t h e 
c o m m i t t e e ' s w o r k v\ 
considered valueless 

Fur ther d iscuss ion 

w i t h the presentation 
program, the Lopez sy: 

i r oposed 
o u l d be 

that the senators werd displeased 

and the method of e; 
the commit tee. 

None of th^,senators 
voiced object ion to 
itself or to setting and 
goals. , •' 

i1?-

revea led 

o f the 
tern itself 
tabl ishing 

however, 
b lanning 
reviewing 

was ins :tiucted by 
re-present his 

Father Bayer 
the counci l ' 
proposals in vyriting to the various 
blocs prior to the nect counci l 
meeting. A ! mot ion 
proposals is ejxpected to be made 
on Oct. 14. 

However, that date fal ls after 
the first session for the. com
mittee, of a special Loper training 
program, wh ich is f ixed; and i t is 
now-a question of wnuther the 
priests w i l l be represented on the 
commit tee, whether the counci l 
commit tee members wi l be given 
a catch-up t ra in ing program; or 
whether the priests wi,ll move t o 
seek alternatives' t o jthe Lopez 
system. 

explained a 
- < W / 

"C" 

i He then, asked for volunteers 
and the laughter stopped and the 
counci l remained silent. Finally 
Father Marv in singled ou t Father . 
Wi l l i am GordinierL co-pastor! of 
St. Joseph's in Penfield:. Father 
M a r v i n q u i p p e d t h a t Father 
Cordinier's t i t le meant he was 
."only a half-pastor" and tha t he 
was appointed- t o the post. 

"See me after school and we' l l 
go over this," Father Marvin said. 

Bishop Hiqkey spoke t o the 
counci l orv the work of the" 
diocesan personnel board; ex-

->tW tKp " fa i lures" and. 
mp lem ie t i ng 

plaining both ' t he 
• successes :in 
guidelines given t 
counci l . 

On a proposa 

. O n a. negat ive note, Father 
Marv in registered"-a- cbmala'irit '-
agafifist t h e . 'Pastoral; Off ide {for 

' \ ) ' 

ie board by the 

to encourage 
cont inuing educat ion for ' the 
clergy, the b ishop reported- that 
j us t such a- program drew no 
posit ive response . f r om local 
priests and i tha t t h e Diocese of 
Rochester1 wb'uld 'be the only orte 
o f the eight [in the State not t o 
part icipate, j . . ' • ' . -

The bishop said t h a t the cor . 
pastorate experiment is due f o r 
evaluat ion; and noted that .an 
instrument for such evaluation is--, 
being developed. -He also said, 
that the diocese has. progressed-
f urther w i t h the concept than any 
other d i o p s ^ in . the state. ' 

H4 further observed tha t the 
'teariji ministry at M t . Carrnel 
Church (where /Father Laurence; 
Tracey is pastor pf record afid-
Sisters Carpi . /Fox., and 'Regis 
S t raughn . ^ d r h i n r i t r a t i v e c o -
pastors) is ibelngj closely watched, ' 

Bishop Hickey, fspoke off;: t h e ; 
problems; his board rjas With the. „ 
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WE HAVE COVERS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL TYPES, SIZES AND 

SHAPES OF PO0L&. 

Extruded Tapes — Woven and, 
laminated on both sides. 

Re sists coli i to -60 degrees F. 

FEATURES I 
• Lightweight. 
• Retains heat. 
• Tearproof. 

• Waterproof and mildew proof. 

SEE OUR WICRd-MESH POOll COVERS 

CONSTRUGTI9N 
• Fold dver-4 layer raised seam. 
• turned down hems.! 
• Dacronthread. | 

• Zincgrommets./ I 
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