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Newl Col_umn Aims. at A‘ssr ng Parish ‘Renewal
IN SHG HTS

By Msgr. Wllram Shannon

This the frrst of ‘an on—gop/ng
series  of articles on varipus
aspetts of pastoral liturgy in. ithe
diocese. The articles, .written
different members of the’
Diocesan liturgical Commission
and the Diocesan Music Com- -
mission, will attempt to discuss
-where we are liturgicdlly in the
diocese, where we should be and
in what drrectxons we ought to
“Be ‘moving.” The' aiticles will-be:
pastorally - oriented: their pur-
pose to-help parishes appropriate
the insights  of -the liturgical
renewal that has become a part of
the life of the Catholic Church.

" For the Catholic Church in the
past ten years has undergone a
gigantic renewal in its liturgical
fife — a renewal whose meaning
and- effectiveness we are not yet
if a position to evaluate. The
liturgical books~ have been
revised. New Trites have been
given us for the celebration of the
Eucharist -and the other
sacraments. . And what is. even

. more .important’ than the new -

by.'.

On Pastoral Liturgy

7

books and the new. rites is. the .
undeniable fact that a whole new
-understanding of liturgical in-
volvement has corhe into being.
We have begun to use a whole
new vocabulary to! designate-
what we do at Mass. We used to
speak of ”hearmg Mass’ or-"at-
tendmg Mass”. Today we ftalk of

“celebrating” the Eucharlst of -
“participating”_in.the worshlp of
a community. The Eucharist is no
"longer a service which the priest
“conducts” and the rest of the l
people “follow”. It . is a
commumty—celebratlon in which
all ‘members of the community -
have therr role to play. .

No one can deny that in the -

| WORD F OR
SUNDAY

 Albert Shamr%u |

'Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Jn. 3/ 13-
17:(R1) Nm. 21, 21: 4-9. (RZ} Phil.
2:16-11.

' ln the cathedral in Mexico City,
there is an old crucifix -“Our Lord
i of ithe Poison.” The body. of Christ

lt is blue-black, like that of a

. csdy which had been poisoned.
Originally the corpus had been
snow ~white. P

: ,Our Lord’s body blackened n
_this way, according to the story. A
‘Spanish  grandee, Don ™ Fermin

Andueza, used to pray every day

at the foot of this crucifix.

DonFerimin was lovedgby the poor

" because of- his kindnesses to’
them. He was. lUSy}S intensely

, hated by some his- peers
| be€ause _his '‘goodness cast
! reflectionst on theirs.

One -man in particular, Don
Ismael Trevino (no relation to the
golfer), hated him: He sent :a
poisoned cake to Don Fermin,

. whe- ate it. In mortal agony, Dom

.. cross as the
- rid us of. the spmtual po:sons

Fermﬁn dragged - himself, to the .

crucifix, Don fsmael follewed his

victirh to see the ‘end. 'He :saw :

Don Fermin kiss’ the -feet of the

" Crucified. Then! the miracle
the white feet~

“happened _-
" slowly turned black and, ds in
-capillary action,; this, sombre
~ color steadily climbed up the
body until it was all ebony..As a

“-poultice: 3ucks ut venomy, so the.

Crucified' drewi into Hlmself the
- poison, and Don Fermn')
healthy man

SundaVs l_rturgy focuses on the,'

And it;shows the

cross of Chns;z how
strument t can’

w:thm us. " .

Wﬁen the Chosen People were-
wandering inthe desert after thesr
deliverance . from -Egypt, they
murinured-against Ged. Sciipture,

b with its _usual chanty tries- to

s
i L
l .

nitigate. the_sin: by explammg
fhat the patience of the people

When we"are tired out, we too
complam agamst God: and,. for
“Moses, we' substitute. the- Church
er religion: vLike-‘the'm; "too,” our
" complaints.are -often-over trivia:
‘mot that we-. [ack food: but

‘ pleasurable eod food to dehght '

the palat' e
brlng ‘the. people

rént. He repald

Tose a -

was worn out by “the journey. .

¢ Believe it or not,

serpents with their mouths stung
some to death. They were called
“saraph” serpents, because their
sting cdused a burning fever and
finally death.

: v}

There is a:saying,‘ “The devil

* when sick the'devil a saint would

be; the devil when well, the devil
of a saint was he.” In their af-
fliction the people turned to
Moses, mind you, not to the Lord.
“Conscience doth make cowards
of us all.” They sought the in-
tercession ' of a saint. And he
prayed for the people, |and God
heard hrs prayer.

- The answer was a strange one:
“Make a saraph and mount it on a
pole, and if anyone whq has been :
bitten looks at it, he will récover.”
God took the very instrument of
‘death and made it the vehicle of

. life. In this way He foreshadowed

a greater redemption when His
Son would take dnother  in-
strument of .death-—the cross—
and make it the keyto life. “As
Moses lifted up the serpent'in the
desert, so rnust the Son of Man be
lifted up, that all who believe
may have eternal life in him”

. (R3).

Why did the people in Mosés’
day, why do we in-our own day,
so easily turn to complaining
against God and -religion when
things do not go. the:way we
expect them to? The Response in
Sunday’s lrturgy gives us the
answer—it is our forgetfulness!
“Do not forget the works of the
Lotd!” {Response) Five times we
shall repeat those words rext
Sunday. Will repltltlon breed
understanding?

Another saying is thls “Who
will, not give heed to the rudder
;must give heed to the rocks.” Our
‘Lord pleads, “Hearken, my
‘people; to my teaching ,.;. .
Shall we? Or must we' wart for

chastisement to- sober us? “While

" He slew them they sought’ m
“and inquired after God again.’
No wonder Shakespeare could
write:
adversity.”

This is es.pecially‘,true of the
crass. 1t literally ' saved” Don
- Fermin’s life. 1t saved many.of the
Israelites in the desert..”It saves
the world.

fjx When blrds ﬂy, .hey form a

ETOss.

When fish: swrm they too form
a Cross.

whrch the

Even .trees,, froi
leafy arms. in

cross was.made, liff

Only ‘the serpent of all living

creatures,. seems. to- be - totally -

* deveid of" the idea-of the €ross
u

_desert and‘
thus deprived i

>

— especrally His cross.

we: prai & you,
. Cross -you:” hav_
“-“world LR ST

past. ten years our

“Sweet are the uses of ",

prayer m the form of a cross. -

~ “Do not forget the: works of the,
. Lord

liturgical
practices .. have changed
significantly. The really serious
.problem that we face today is
that changes in liturgical prac-
tices 'have not always been ac-
companied by & corresponding
deepening of liturgical insights.
What causes honest confusion in
the: minds and’ hearts of “many -
people quay is that, while they
are doing things dlfferently at
Mass from what they did before,
they are not, in really’ 5|gmﬁcant
ways, thmkmg differently about
.the Eucharist- from what they
thought before.

If there is to be a true liturgical
tenewal in the Church, it must be
a renewal that reaches and tran-
sforms the minds and hearts of all
who participate” in liturgy. ' For
Catholic understandlng of liturgy .
“will not rgrow simply by adding
new insights alongside of the old;
rather new insights will alter the
way we'look at the. total picture
of liturgy and all that it involves.
The oldér elements of our
thinking ‘will not be discarded;
rather they will be transformed '
into a new synthesis that will give
new life and meaning to what we
are doing in our liturgy. To ach-
ieve such a synthesis is no easy
task. It requires time, patience
and a good deal of catechesis.

The articlgs that will be for-
thcoming. in this column will
attempt such a catechesis. They
will try to verbalize new liturgical
insights that can be incorporated
into our understanding and
celebration of parish liturgy. The |
writers of these' articles will be
knowledgeable in the areas in
which ‘théy write: that we
promlse What we do not promise

Dlocese Names
D|rector

Of Finance

Thomas A. Weber has been
“narmed director of finance for the
diocese, it was announced last

" week by Bishop Joseph L. Hogan.
The = appointment’ became ef-
fective Sept. 1.

" Weber will direct the overall
activities of general accounfing
-internal auditing and financial
forecasting for the diocese. He
will. provide: the Diocesan
. Finance Commiftee and external

"~ auditors with fmancral
formation en the ’various
diocesan operations. '

in makmg the appomtment
Bishop Hogan stated that the
diocese ‘is happy to -engag
Webe’r’s financial expertise an
pleased to secure his leadershlp
in flnancral mattefrs

Weber is a graduat’e of- Cams;us

College in ‘Buffale, 'with a BBA

degree He-and his’ Mfe Jane, are
the parents: of six “hildren. He
come% to the'diocesé-with-over 25
‘years [n the financial community,
‘including 13 'years as ‘treasurer-
comptroller” with. ‘the ‘Gunlocke
Company and - eight years wrth
-Peat,; Magwick, -Mitchell .
Comgany {W i

L ]OB'INFORMA’I’-ION“ ,
. : 'Tlif
| put togethen a. job
- formatxon Center at_the
. Memorial T Buildin

lAveaﬁ’lt will “be- perl durmg
i ; 9-9 week-

center,, supported by a: federal
jgrant is.run by the Business and
iSocial
.istoc i !
lpteparmg or ‘an
lempléyment plus Hists” of. job
opemngs all over tHe couitry. 1t
.is not-an- employn{went agency

ed with matenals on,

in- -

Rochester f"ublrc Lrbrary"
In-

The,

Science - division. "It is-

-5 that they will have all the

answers to the many liturgical -

problems that may arise in
today’'s world of change and
transition.

We hope you will join us each

week by reading this column. We
‘hope also that you will write s,

'M.‘L. ALLEN & Sl]l\',

Carning, N.Y.

Quality Furniture

62 Bridge St. ¢

P

" Phone 936-8431

, lettlng us-know your‘reactrohs to -

* suggesting -
have
‘We

what we say and
topics you would -like to
discussed in future ¢olumns

_want to be of genuine service to

all those who are engaged in
liturgical renewal.

William H. Sharinon

7uneral Home

James Rotsell il
Darrell O'Brian
Arthur Grabowski |

139 Walnut St.
Dial 9369121
Corming, NY.

L W BEILBY & 50|}

s"amrx of msw vom( |
Phone 473-5865 ‘

: Call for the'nearest dry-cleaner rental agent in your area
Any calls after 6 P.M. will be returned the followmg morning.

3 ful resuits. .

‘Do it yourself and savel
Add years to the life of your car-
pet! Rent a Steamex. lt's ag sim-
le to use ag a vacuum. Six gower

: jets loosen and lift out harmful
: ground-in dirt that cuts carpet life

hort. Dries qurcklyl For. beauti-

carpet cleaner |

Steamex solutions carry tus seal
© 1975 1S Fioos Systems, inc
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For Rustic Living

e SHADOWBRODK

By Caldwell & Cook |

Off 2727 Latta’ Rd. in G_reece :

| Models are open daily 12to 7 P M
| A Weekenlds 10 30to7 P M

i 'FOR lNFORMATlON PHONE 225-7

‘securing §"
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