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A Tribute to the "Common Laborer" 
PART l l _ 

The p la in t i ve appeals of t w o f rus t ra ted 
workers tha t I quo ted in last-week's c o l u m n 

be t yp i ca l o f w h a t m a n y jof the i r 
f e l l ow workers h,ave said 
t o the med ia ih o ther 
i n t e r v i e w s a n d w h a t 

[ m i l l i o n s o f a d d i t i o n a l 
j w o r k e r s . w o u l c j u n 
d o u b t e d l y say were they 
g iven the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
s p e a k . T h e e s s e n t i a l 

p f r u s t r a t i o a , as o n e 
|soc io log is t has ana lyzed 
f i t , .is " t h e u t ter s tagnancy 
o f ' t he worker ' s i status. 
Wages may increase fbut 
not the oppo r tun i t i es for 

advancemen t . He feels t ha t soc iety qoes not 
va lue his w o r k . " , • • 

M a k i n g w o r k more h u m a n and h u m a n e 
and m a k i n g i t possible for unsk i l led or semi 
sk i l led workers t o l ive no t as mach ines bu t as 

•men and worrjien of d i gn i t y and w o r t h w i l l 
not be easily a c c o m p l i s h e d , bu t it i$ at t he 
very heart o f soc ia l jus t ice. It also is at t h e 
heart of the Gospel message abou t the 
d ign i t y of manua l labor. The 'Christ ian' 
t heo logy of labor der i ved f r o m Gospel va lues 
starts f r o m the premise tha t peop le wo rk — 
or shou ld wo rk -*- no t mere ly to earn 3 l i v i ng , 
no t mere ly tc deve lop the i r o w n personal 
g r o w t h , nor mere ly to-serve the needsjof the i r 
f e l l o w m e n , but also and more p r o f o u n d l y 
because by moans of the i r labor they b e c o m e 
partners in :he w o r k of b r ing ing God's 
c rea t ion t o pe r fec t i on . 

The Fathejs of Va t i can II voiced! such a 

th ings of na ture 
them to his w i l l . 

W l th hi s seal 
It is o rd ina r i l y py his 

g~ 
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nd su 

l i s farm tha t a man supports Mmse l f and 
jo ined to his f e l l o w m e n and serves ther r 
is b r ing ing , Cod's creat ion t o pe r f ec t i on . 
Indeed, we ho ld tha t by o f fe r i ng his labor t o 
God a man becomes associated w i t h 
redempt ion w o r k i tself o f Jesus Christ , 
confer red an e m i n e n t d ign i t y on labor 
at Nazare th He wo rked w i t h His o w n hands. 

Bel ieve me , I am not suggesti ng , nor were 
the Counc i l Fathers na ive enough, t o suppojse,. 

>iich a. 
i t is 

ks t o 
answer: t o 

that t he average person no rma l l 
v i s ion -o f his da i ly labor. But I 
safe to ^say tha t such a t heo lo 
peop le o f f a i t h the one sat is fy ing 
why they shou ld work at al l 

bdues To transfo,fm the s t r u c t u r e s of soc ie ty 
labor w h i c h enslave the humer i sp i r i t , w e haVe to 
i l y , is begin, w i t h the revo lu t i on o f our o w n sen-
, a n d . s i t iv i ty . t o j'u,Stice and char i t y in the ne igh

bo rhood i n v^hich we l ive. W e beg in , t h e n , 
w i t h the c h a n g e i n our o w n consc ience , our 
men ta l i t y a n d : pur v i s i on . Every t i m e w e 
renounce our o w n self ishness, b e c o m e aware 
tha t w e are' l ou r b r o t h e r s keeper, show 
respect and love fo r the f r e e d o m and rights, 
of o thers , w e start a t i n y r i pp le o f hope t ha t 

t he 
W h o 
when 

y has 
be l ieve 

:l\: offe 

But for 'workers w h o fee 

theo logy of )abor in the d o c u m e n t , The 
Church in the M o d e r n W o r l d 

" H u m a n I; 
the person. In 

bor comes immed ia te l y f r o m 
a sense, the person stajmps t h e 

t r a p p e d in o c c u p a t i o n s w h i c h s e e m 
meaningless and make au tomatons of t h e m , 
the preach ing o f a Chr ist ian thee logy of w o r k 
is d o o m e d to b e c o m e an exercise in 'fu t i l i t y . 
Effect ive p reach ing of Gospel values happens 
on ly w h e n a c l ima te o f acceptance has1 been 
p rov ided . Our missionar ies have z lways 
sought to f i l l e m p t y ' s t o m a c h ; be fo r e at
t e m p t i n g to f i l l e m p t y hearts w i t h sp i r i t ua l " 
nour i shment . It make the same good sense, 
t h e n , t o say tha t the l i be ra t ion o f , t h e worker 
f r om his c o n d i t i o n of serv i tude w h i c h erodes 
his spir i t and his fee l ing o f personal w o r t h 
must precede any preach ing a b o u t the. 
d ign i ty of his labor. J 

I -
W e are al l ca l led u p o n to w o r k fo r a 

change in a system w h i c h has .entrapped the 
c o m m o n laborer. This aposto la te of sdcia l 

• just ice is our c o m m o n voca t i on . Each of us 
can be at least a smal l vo i ce in a chorus of 
p ro tes t ' against in jus t ice . Some have the 
ta lents and oppo r tun i t i es t o o rgan ize and 
lead the protest , bu t changes are e f fec ted 
on ly t h rough u n i t e d ac t i on and the co l l ec t i ve 
forGe of our h u m a n wi tness. 

can have tap-reaching e f f e c t s . ' T h e Gospe l 
calls us t o e 
h u m a n f a m 
inac t ion 
fam i l y . 

also 

hop€lessly 
Church of 

c t i on w h i c h af fects the w h o l e 
My. The i m p l i c a t i o n o f ou r 

af fects the w h o l e h u m a n 

It is w i t h pr ide tha t 
Rochester in 

have ca l led , t he 
recent years t o 

suppor t t he cause of the* oppressed laborers 
in areas w h i c h are as removed f r o m us as 
Texas a n d ' Ca l i fo rn ia . A n d w h a t has hap
pened shou ld encourage the power of t he 
smal l vo i ce j arid the t i n y r ipp le t ha t has 

i reached d is tan t shores. 

i 

1 shall be Chappy on l y w h e n all of our 
peop le have been raised t o a level o f c o n 
science w h i c h reaches ou t t o our brothers 
and sisters in one f a m i l y o f " O u r Father" and 
to a v is ion t ha t por t rays those w h o espouse 
the cause of .social jus t ice riot as meddlers in 
o ther people 's business bu t as our b ro thers ' 
keepers. 

1 As a y o u n g s tee lworker , recent ly in 
te rv iewed in! a s tudy of indus t r ia l unrest , pu t 
i t : "Everybody shou ld be t h i n k i n g abou t 
g iv ing peop le bet ter l i ves . " 

• I i • 

I p rayed th is Labo r 'Day t ha t w e a l l g row 
in our awareness of ouri c o m m o n v o c a t i o n t o 
p r o m o t e th is bet ter l i fe ' in w h i c h the c o m m o n 
laborer can ach ieve a sense of v o c a t i o n and 
personal d i gn i t y . 

'Our Teacher Is Christ 
In the coiirse of the General Audience held 

Wednesday Aug. 20 in St. 
Paul VI gave the following 

Pjeter's Square,, 
address; 

Pope 
argument : 
(Ma t t . 23, 

"You have 
8, 10). 

one Master , the Chr is t " 

'Chr is t ian ' . Th 
by t r ad i t i on t|o- classify us 
demograph i c 

W e repeat once more tha t 
t h e ' H o l y "ea r , w h i c h we are 
al l d o i n g our best t o make a 
w o r t h y a n d w o r t h w h i l e 
ce leb ra t i on , appears as a 
renewa l . A renewal of what? A 
renewal ol our Chr ist ian l i fe , 
of our f a i t h , of our Conduct , of 
our a t t i t ude towards the w o r l d 
in w h j c h we l i ve , th is_wor ld so 
changed and so changeab le , 
so e n t r a n c i n g i a n d so 
p o w e r f u l . The poin|t a't issue is 
to .ma in ta in and | s t rengthen 
the mean ing of : the w o r d 

- e w o r d is often, used by cus tom or 
iih a pure ly e thn i c or 

way , w i t h o u t pay ing at)y a t t en t i on 
e i ther i n ' l o g i j : c>r in fac t toHts t rue m e a n i n g If 
we are Chr ist ians in ^name, w e ough t to be 
Chr ist ians in fac t . The restless and re fo rm ing 

* sp i r i tua l i t y o1 our day understands th is w h e n it 
bears wi tness t o "the necessity of p roven 

- a u t h e n t i c i t y . W i t h good reason then is i t a 
ques t ion of a t w o - t o l d opera t ion t o guaran tee 
our au then t c i t y : Compar ison 'ancj Recovery. 

ep 
am 

Compar i 
answer is cli 
Christ w h o is 
m a n , the sh 
h imse l f ; "1 
l i f e " (John 
p lace our fai 
bear his narri 
gave tha t 
h imsel f . W e 
desc r i p t i on 
and w h i c h 
slogan and i 
Jesus says 

: t •— 

sjon o f ' w h o m and w i t h whom? The 
ar: a compar ison of ourselves w i t h 
the m o d e l par excellence, the t rue 
herd o f our l i fe , he w h o has said of 

t h e - w a y , and - the t r u th , and the 
4, 7). I m p l i c i t l y or exp l i c i t l y , we 
:h in h i m fo r the s imp le fac t tha t we 
e: w e are Chr is t ians. Christ indeed 

Wonde r fu l , cap t i va t i ng descr ip t ion of 
can f i n d i t summar ised in another 
t/vhich Jes4s also gave of h imsel f , 
We c o u l d we l l keep rrj m i n d as a 

resolutions fo r our Jubi lee renewal . 
i f ac t , alrbost as. if to c l i n c h an 

How many Scr ip tura l quo ta t i ons w e c o u l d 
recal l to suppo r t and c o n f i r m th i s ' t i t l e o f Mas te r 
of l i fe w h i c h Jesus a t t r ibu tes not on l y t o his 
mission bu t t o his o w n Person. He is t h e W o r d , 
he is the D i v i n e W o r d of G o d . Let us remember , 
for example , the myster ious vo i ce w h i c h c a m e 
f r om the br igh t c l o u d tha t appeared .on the n igh t 
of the Trans f igura t ion : "Th is is my be loved Son 
w i t h w h o m I am we l l p leased: l isten t o h i m " 
(Mjatt. 17, 5). Can w e say tha t w e are t ru l y 
dis.ciples of our d i v ine Master? Are w e in 
consc ience cer ta in o f be ing l isteners w h o real ly 
give we igh t t o his teachirtg? (Cf. M a t t ! 13, 13-17). 

i 

The compar i son be tween w h a t w e are, w h a t 
we thi 'nk, w h a t w e d o , w i t h the Gospel t each ing 
(cf. M a t t . 1 1 , 29 " lea rn f r o m M e . . .") , and tha t 
w h i c h fo l lows f r o m it w i t h au tho r i t y ( "he w h o 
ijiears y o u , hears M e . . ." Luke 10, 16), ob l iges 
us t o recover those theore t i ca l and p rac t i ca l 
p r inc ip les w h i c h , w h e n l ived ou t w i t h h u m b l e 
f i de l i t y , en t i t l e us t o bear w o r t h i l y the g lor ious 
name of Chr is t ian ( A c t s ' 1 1 , 26; cf. I Pet. 4, 16). 
On the other h a n d , if dep r i ved o f the i r e f fec t i ve 
cor respondence w i t h t he l i f e w e l i ve , they reco i l 
to accuse us, a n d , G o d f o r b i d , to c o n d e m n us 
(cf. Ma t t . 25, 26 s.). W e mus t g ive or , if needs be, 
restore to the name of 'Chr is t ian ' a "genuine 
consis tency w i t h Ch/rist's W o r d f r o m w h i c h it is 
de r i ved : th is is t h e / t e n e w a i w h i c h w e c o n t i n u e 
to seek. The c o n d i t i o n and the consequence of 
the .-renewal expected f r om the Ho ly Year is 
. therefore th is : t o / l i s t e n to the Master , Chr ist . 

d lh fo r tuna te jy i t is not hard t o see t ha t our 
s tanding as Chr is t ians, our Chr is t ian consc ience , 
iis o f ten wa te red d o w n by our way of l i v ing 
w h i c h , h a s made us - fo rge t its t h e o l o g i c a l and 
o n t o l o g i c a l va lue , the concern for tha t state o f 
f a i t h , t ha t ste/te o f grace, w h i c h i s ' t ru ly t h e Li fe 
o f our . l i fe (cf . Rom.' 1,17; Ga l . 3 ,11 ) . H o w many 
Chr is t ians :a fe d o m i n a t e d by h a b i t s | o f t h o u g h t 
and c o n d u c t cop ied , f r o m the w o r l d , t o t he 

d e t r i m e n t of. the; concep t o f ©u.r ex istence based 
upon the teach ing of Jesus, Our Masjter! 

M o d e r n h is tory , no less, t han anc ien t h is to ry , 
teaches us thijs fac t : tha t man needs the 
gu idance of a! teaching tha t is v o u c h e d fo r by 
the name o f ; some -great person, w o r t h y or 
o therw ise of the trust of his fo l l owers . M a n in 
general is no t se l f -suf f ic ient . He needs a Master , 
a Head , a 'Leader ' , to- ' th ink, to act! If he has no t 
one , he creates one for h i m s e l f — o f t e n w i t h 
u n t h i n k i n g d e d i c a t i o n , w i t h , pure ly passing 
en thus iasm, "vyi fh \ debas ing sel f - interest , w i t h 
sheer for<|e of Wbrds . . . A n d the O n e w h o gave 
a d i v i n e % u a r a n t e e to his w o r d w h e n he said: 
" H e w h o f o l l o w j s me w i l l no t wa lk in darkness" 
(John 8, 12), he, the Master , the Head of the 
human race, is! t oday t oo e a s i l y ' a b a n d o n e d . 

Let it n o t be so w i t h us w h o wa lk t he pa th 
way of courage! and s incer i ty . W i t h th is Jubi lee 
w|e have reached a new and renew ing m e e t i n g 
wiith Christ. HeVe is our new p rogram: 

1. W e shal,l n o t be deaf, bo red o r i nd i f f e ren t 
to the d i v i ne (Master's W o r d . His grave .and 
gent le appearapce , his s imp le and p r o f o u n d 
w o r d shal l be a' ways-be fo re us. W e shal l l i s ten , 
wje shaJl study,! w e shal l i nvoke w h a t the Ho l y 
Spir i t can teaclii us of t he to ta l t r u t h of Chr ist t o 
gu ide us on .ou r , -way as f a i t h f u l bel ievers (cf. 
John '16, 13) 

2. W i t h hi 
t reasure the t 
of those w h 
Bishops to .feed 
28). 

3. We sha 
ew theorie; 

rjigry hearts we shal l submiss ive ly 
ach ing of Christ (Luke 1 1 , 28) and 
Ti " t h e H o l y Spir i t has made 

t he Church o f G o d " (Ac ts 20, 

somet imes 
doc t r i na l dan 
shall hear the 

not 

of the rnagiscer ium and in t he ecclesia l c o m 

m u n i o n : '{The 
Vou ! " ' ( John IT, 28). The Teacher , m y b re th ren , 
t i e Teacher 

k e e p ' v i g i l a n t ^ v a t c h over cer ta in 
in c i r cu la t i on today ; t hey are 

i m m u n e f r o m sp i r i tua l and 
gers. in t he depths o f our hearts w e 

Gospe l i nv i t a t i on in the t each ing 

Teacher is here and is ca l l i ng for 

is Jesus! 


