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Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mt . 16: 
'13-20. (R1) Is : 22: 15, 19-23. (R2) 
Rom. 1 1 : 33-36. 

Few passages j- in • the New 
Tes tamen t have been so 
exhaus t i ve l y s c r u t i n i z e d as 
M a t t h e w ' s t e s t i m o n y _to t he 
primacy of Peter:as narrated in 
pext Sunday's Gospel. 

">For instance, isj the power of 
the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven identical with the. power 
of binding and loosing on. earth, 
which will be ratified in heaven? 
Or is the power I of the keys a 
generic power of which the 
power of binding and.loosing is 
only a specification? 

This q u e s t i o n is c r u c i a l , 
because the power of the • keys 
was given to Petjer alone, wh i le 
the power of b inding and loosing 
was also given i to the other 
disciples (Mt. 18j18). If the two 
powers are the same, then all. the 
other disciples aljso received the 
power of the keysi Mat thew 18:18 

been a 
of the power 
Mat thew 16:19. 

w o u l d have 
' democrat izat ion 

given to Peter in 

Sunday 's l i t u r g y he lps us 
resolve this crucfial question. If 
the law of praying is the law for 
believing, if worship is the ex-, 
pressipn of faith,., then the first 

. reading selected in Sunday's 
l i turgy can shed considerable 
light onvthis Petrihe question. The 
first reading is perhaps the best 
O ld r Testament i witness of the 
type of office our Lord, intended 
for S*t. Peter-

The imagery of the keys, as 
used by Mat thew, is drawn f rom 
the O ld Testament. The prophet 
most regularly quoted by Mat­
thew and most rjppular w i th his 
readers, is Isaiah. Matthew's " I 
wi l l entrust ' to $-ou t W k e y s of the 
kingdom of heaven" is an indirect 
quotat ion f rom Isaiah: " I w i l l 
place the key of th i * house of 
David on his shoulder" (R1). 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f - t h i s 
quotat ion can be appreciated 
fu l ly only when the reader 
realizes, as Matthew's audience 
no doubt d i d , that i t comes' in the 
context of a passage, which 
describes the dismissal of King 
Hezekiah's master of the palace, 
Shebna, and hjs replacement by 
fliakim. It describes in short the 
appointment of a m a r r w h o is""to 
funct ion as the pr ime minister or, 
more properly, the" vizier of the 
Davidic King. 

The Hebrew master of the 
palace, .or prirVie minister, was 
patterned on that of Egypt. This 
was the posit ion conferred on 
loseph after he had interpreted 
the dreams of Pharaoh. 

Describing tpa funiions of a 
vizier, De Vaux says, "Every 
morn i rig he wi l send someone to 
open, the gat?s o f jthe King's 
house, t o admit those: who have 
to enter,,and :o send! ou t those 
who have to go ou t . " The master 
of the palace was the highest 
official in the state.' He alone 
appeared w i th the King; and, in 
t h e absence of the Pharaoh, he. 
acted as regerjt of the k ingdom. 

Recall that Mat thew opens his 
gospel with a geneolbgy which 
established J^sus as a true 

i desceodant of King J David- In 
' Chapters 8 and 9,. he demon­

strates, that Jesus hadi performed 
miracles which*Isaiah predicted 
the Messiah wou ld yvork. Peter 

i confesses Jesus is that Messiah. 
And that Messiah,' w h o is also the 

: Davidic King of Israel 
' are 'Rock' . -. .. \ w i l 
i' ydu i t he keys of the 

heaven" ( the 
mu.rijty)V 

says, "You 
entrust t o 

cingdom of 
Christian com- . 

In other words, Matthew could 
not have 'found a better way to 
express his belief in the primacy 
of Peter and his successors as the 
vicars of Christ than by having 
Jesus use; the words used by a 
King of Judah to appoint a new 
vicar or viceroy or, more properly, 
master of ' the palace. 

In this context, therefore, the 
power of the keys is not 
synonymous with the power of 
binding and loosing. Peter is 
prime minister in the kingdom 
Jesus .came to proclaim and the 
power off b inding and loosing is 
only a specif ication of the 
broader, powe j of al lowing or 
r e f u s m g . en t rance i n t o t he 
kingdorfL The broad power of the 
keys is gtyen t o Peter alone; the 
l imited power of binding and 
loosing recalcitrant Christians is 
shared wi th the other apostles 
(Mt. 18:18). 

The Sunday liturgy suggests 
that the ipower given Peter" sti l l 
perdures in the Church as a sign 
of God's ' renduring faithfulness. 
"Lord, your love is eternal" 
(Response). 

Not for self-glorif ication does 
the Church claim this power for 
Peter and his successors. For 
Christ's author i ty is an authori ty 
of service. That is why", the 
proudest t i t le of the Vicars of 
Christ on; earth is "Servant of the i 
.servants of God . " 

Team Minisjtry 
At PHt. Carmel 

Two dastoral assistants at Our 
Lady of Mt" Carmel Church /havej 
been .named co-pastorjs: Sister: 
Carol Fox and Sister Mary Regis 
StraUgn wi l l serve the parish w i tn 
Father Laurence Tracy. | 

>As pas to ra l assistants , t he 
Sisters . f i l l e d m a n y roles1 

t radit ional ly belongingl t o the° 
priest. They carried Corfimrjnipr) 
to the sick, read scripture dur ing 
Mass, conducted Bible| studiesL 
and ministered to thejneeds of 
the people in the neigKbo'rhoodj, 
an o ld Italian parish wjith man j . 
Spanish-speak ing and b lack 
residents.. * ! 

*. The ..responsibilities pi Sister 
Carql and Sister "Regis expanded 
beyond the duties of th£ pastorall 
assistant, however, last, spring 
when Father Raymond Booth, the 
former co-pastor, was transferred 
to St. Christopher's in North ChiliL 
In his absence the Siste|s assisted 
Father Tracy by assuming ad­
ministrative responsibilities in 
a d d i t i o n t o t he i r I pastora l , 
ministries. Their appointment as 
co-pastors thus formalizes the 
team ministry that has develop' 
in recent months. I 

Lethal Tdte Bags 
W o m e n of St. Pius T e n t h Church have been mak ing a let l ja l 
to te bag to be given away at a booth at their fo r thcoming 
Country Fair. The bags are made of d e n i m for the most par t , 
and the lethal note is f o u n d in the w o o d base of the to te bag. 
Each bag has a 3-by-10 inch l a m i n a t e d w o o d base tha t a gir l 
can use as a w e a p o n against an a t tacker . ,Pa t ty G u i n a n , Pam 
G r e e n , Pat H o w d e n a n d Lisa Scopa are shown w i t h some of the 
to te bags that w i l l be fea tured at the Country Fair on the chur­
ch grounds, 3000 Chi l i A v e n u e , Saturday A u g . 23 and Sunday 

Aug. 24. 
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J i m Andreano 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Scutti Volvo 

Andreano Says: 
Me Now! 

Because if you see me 
after August 25, 1975, 
Yoi^pay 5.8% More! 

Bring us the car 
you didn't buy f rom 
us. We'll I give you a ( 
generous trade-in j 
allowance and put 
you where you 
should have been 
all along. 
In a Vjolvo whose 
warranty doesn't 
run out at 12,-24-or 
48,000 miles. It's 
good for a year of 
unlimited mileage. 
(bur replacement 
parts j warranty 
goes just as far.) 

i 
Them Today! 

PONTI AC 

OKNDAR'tiUO Sat.'til 8 442-0100 


