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Editorial 
Mrs. Ford 

w I t is n o t so m u c h t h a t M r s : B e t t y F o r d is' wr fJ i ' i i g 

t o h a v e h e r s h a l l o w v i e w , o f l i f e p r o m u l g a t e d 1 a c r o s s 

t h e " w o r l d . • ' 

I t is n o t so m u c h t h a t t h e r e c e n t t e l e v i i s i o n i n ­

t e r v i e w r e v e a l e d an a i l - t o o ' o b v i o u s l e v e l o f c o n ­

s c i e n c e t h a t is a b l e t o i j u s t i f y p r e m a r i t a l sex a n d a l s o 

p r a i s e t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t ' s , 1J973 d e c i s i o n l e g a l i z i n g 

a b o r t i o n . < ': " ! 

I t i s . n o t so m u c h ; t h a t "160 M i n u t e s " f e e l s t h a t 

s u c h s o p h o m o r i c ' v i e w s a r e 1 w o r t h y o f i ts u s u a l l y 

e x c e l l e n t s h o w . : ; 

It is not SO; mucin that Mrs. Ford's unoriginal 
• v i e w s m a y f o r t i f y all th jose w h o h a v e b e e n 

p r o m u l g a t i n g s u c h a r h o r a l i t y . 

The trouble is that there are-many who cannot 
s e p a r a t e a p e r s o n f s v i e w s f r o m h e r s t a n d i n g in l i f e 

a n d w h o m a y f e e t h a t i f t h e F i r s t L a d y t a k e s s u c h 

p o s i t i o n s t h e r e m u s t b e v a l i d i t y i n t h e m . T h a t is t o o 

m u c [ i . . • ' ' 

Fair; Is Fair 
F i v e y e a r s a g o ! t h e C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l s t r o n g l y 

c r i t i c i z e d t h e M o n r o e C o u n t y f a i r f o r p r e s e n t i n g 

striptease shows 
specta'cleV at an 

a n d ; o t h e r e v e n m o r e d e g r a d i n g 

a f f a i r i n t e n i d e d t o a t t r a c t y o u t h s . 

O u r v i e w s r a n k l e d s o r r i e i c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s b u t 

o t h e r s a p p a r e n t l y . shared b u r f e e l i n g s . O f f i c i a l s 

a n n o u n c e d t h a t s u c h s i pec tac les w o u l d r je 

e l i m i n a t e d . ' ' • 

•A C o u r i e r - j o i r n a f t e a m t o u r e d - t h e f a i r l as t w e e k 

a n d c a n r e p o r t tha.t i t has i n d e e d w e e d e d o u t m p s t o f 

t h e , t a w d r i n e s s . F h e r e w e r e n o s h o w s d e g r a d i n g 

h u m a n b e i n g s . T h e r e w e r e i n s t a n c e s o f v u l g a r i t y h e r e 

aind t h e r e — o n e p a r t i c u l a r e x a m p l e b e i n g a b o o t h 

d i s p l a y i n g o b s c e n e p o s t e r s f o r s a l e . W e w o u l d h o p e 

t h a t t h i s v u l g a r v e s t i g e w i l l b e e l i m i n a t e d b y n e x t ' 

year . - " ' ! 

W e s u g g e s t | h a t r e a d e r s a t t e n d i n g c o u n t y fa i r s , 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i o c e s e k e e p t h e i r e y e s o p e n f o r 

i n s t a n c e s o f p o o r t a s t e a n d r e p o r t t h e m t o - f a i r p f -

f i c i a t s - ' , | '. ^ 

B u t b y a n d l a r g ^ ' t h e M o n r o e C o u n t y f a i r s e e m s 

t o h a v e r e j e c t e d j t h e f ' d a r k a g e s " a n d is p r e s e n t i n g a 

w h o f e s o m e i m a g ? w o r t h y o f o u r y o u n g p e o p l e . -

Your Opinion 
S e v e r a l p r o b l e m s h a v e b e e n c r o p p i n g u p w i t h 

o u r o p i n j o n s e c t i o n w h i c h s h o u l d b e s h a r e d w i t h o u r 

r e a d e r s . F i r s t o f a l l , w e t h i n k t h a t t h i s s e c t i o n is o f 

v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e ; i t a d d s v i b r a n c y t o t h e p r o d u c t a n d 

e n h a n c e s t w o - w a > c o m m u n i c a t i o n . j 

•It s h o u l d c o m e : a s n o s u r p r i s e t o ' a n y o n e b u t 

there : a r e t h o s e w h o b e l i e v e t h a t w h i l e t h e i r v i e w s a r e 

w o r t i y o f p u b l i c a t i o n t h o s e o f c o n t r a r j y v i e w s a r e 

n o t . t W e d o n o t w a n t t o s o u n d p l a t i t u d i n o u s b u t w e 

n o t o n l y be l ygve i t h a t p e o p l e h a v e a r i g h t t o t h e i r 

o p i r v o n s b u t t h e y 1 a l s o h a v e a r ig 'h t t o b e h e a r d — 

g o o d t a s t e b e i n g t h e p r i n c i p a l r u l e . ' 

^ e c e n t l v w e h a y e r e c e i v e d a f e w l e t t e r s o f 

e x c e l e n t c o n t e n - wMj ich s h o u l d h a v e bfeen p r i n t e d . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t i e w r i t e r s d i d n o t |sign> t h e m . 

For m a n y r e a s o n ; w e m u s t i d e n t i f y le t te j r w r i t e r s . I n 

a d d i t i o n , i t is a w o r t h w h i l e a t t r i b u t e f o r i a l l o f us t o 

h a v e j t h e c o u r a g e o f p u r - c o n v i c t i o n s . W e h a y e m a d e 

e x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s r u j e o n r a r e . o c c a s i o n s — f o r i n - ' 

a n a b o r t i o n s tan ' ce w h e n a w o m a n w h o h a d h a d 

w i s h e d t o w a r n ' o t h e r s o f t h e r e m o r s e , t h , a t f o l l o w e d . 

E v e n in t h e s e cases t h e e d i t o r m u s t k n o w 

o f t & e w r i t e r . T r 

i T h e n t h e r e 

t a k i r f e t o o l o n g tc 

o n o n i e ' a n d a h a l 

A n y t i m e s o m e o 

s t h e c o m m o n p r o b l e m o f w r i t e r s 

' e x p r e s s t h e i r v i e w s . W e mu,s-t i n s i s t 
: p a g e s , t y p e w r i t t e n , d o u b l e ^ s p a c e d . 

l e t h i n i k s h e has s o m e t h i n g so i m ­

p o r t a n t t h a t i t c a n ' t b e s a i d i n t h a t s p a c e he! s h o u l d 1 

r e f l e c t o n o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t s t o r i e s e v e r t o l d w h i c h 

t a k e s j u s t 10 w o i d s j : . " I r i t h e b e g i n n i n g C o d i c r e a t e d 

t h e ~ h e a v e n s a n d t h e e a r t h . " 

arrd 
ress 

W e r e l i s h o 

b e t t e r w r i t e r s 

i n v i t e a l l : t o e x p 

k e e p i n g i n m i n d 

a l w a y s m o r e ed 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ; p o s i t i v e 

f e t t i i v e l y t h a n n e 

e x c l u d e s a m u l t i 

a t is o n l y r e s p o n s i b l e j o u r n a l i s m . 

t h e ' i d e n t i t y 

j r f u n c t i o n as a c o n d u i t b e t w e e n 

there$t of our rea<jlerrsliip. We 
t h e i r v i e w s o n c o n t e m p o r a r y I r f e , 

s o m e s i m p l e g u i d e l i n e s 4 - i t is 

ifying to discuss issues ajnd riot 
i d e a s t r a n s m i t m p r e e f -

• I i • • i ' 
g a t i v e o n e s ; k e e p i n g o o d i t as te , i t 
u d e o f s i n s . 

Opinion 
End Pompous* 
Celebrations 
Editor: 

We read in C-J that 1976 is to 
be a Eucharistic Yea| in our 
diocese. Why a Eucharistic Year? 
Shouldn't every year, every 
minute in a[ Christian's life be 
Eucharistic? j Shouldn't we. par­
ticipate in the Eucharist to thank 
God for his love, and so learn, 
from the Eucharist, how much he 
loves us and now we can pass this 
love to others? 

We don't'think a Eucharistic 

Year really Has very much to do 
with the Eucharist. It is', we think, 
a lot of wearing of robes, 
swinging, of; censers, reciting of 
long formulas of words which are 
supposed tojbe prayer and, most 
non-Eucharistic, the spending of 
fuel, money, tjime and human 

"energy which could otherwise 
help to shelter the homeless and 
feed the starving. 

Some willjsay that celebrations 
of this sort give honor and glory 
to Cod. Isn't this presumptuous? 
Is God so short of honor and glory 
that we have to have parades to 
build Him up? Jesus said that if 
we see Him we see the Father. 
We've never read anywhere that 
Jesus sought adulation or en­

couraged (demonstrations or 
celebrations in His honor,- By 
example' he' showed us how to 
honor the Father: by giving up 
ourselves to love and. serve 
others. 

Why don't we stop all this 
pomp and circumstance that'we 
call giving glory to God? Is it 
because we want to honor Him 
our way; not necessarily His 
way? His' way is not so spec­
tacular, aijid it may vSeem a bit 
harder (it really isn't). His way is 
Jesus' way: Love of people, 
serving people, accepting Cod's 
love and passing it on to others. 

Why don't we have a real 
Eucharistic Year? For instance,, 
why doesn't every parish in the 
diocese spearhead the reset­
tlement of a Vietnamese family in 
its community? 

Adolphe and Loe d'Audiffret 
RD2, Naples, NY. 14512 

>n Justice 
Homosex uais 

Editor: 

a letter written to the 
Courier (7-9-75) Rev. G. Stuart 
Hogan attacks homosexuality as 
"the\sin that brought fire from 
Heaven on the two sinful.cities of 
the plain, Sodom and Gomorrah." 
But what actually was the great 
sin of\ Sodom? What Was it that 
actually caused its destruction by 
God? \ Was i t homosexuality? 

/* 77>»Al*<o<uMll>»rtfM&v>»9 
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* ^ PENNV FOR SOUR 

Sexual immorality? Listen to* the 
words of Eizekiel: 

This was jthe iniquity of your 
sister Sodom: She and her 
daughter had pride of wealth and 
food in.plebty, comfort and ease, 
but did not aid the poor and 
needy. (Ezekiel 16:49) 

Father Hogan further, states 
"Catholics regard homosexuality 
as a graye sin: it is an ab­
normality!, a deviation from 
normal sexuality, a sin against 
nature. God created the sexes and 
sexual Iove| that, in love, children ] 
might be procreated and brought ! 
into the \yorld." These are' the , 
negative (attitudes that have '. 
caused ;misunderstand!ing, ̂  
hostility and even "outright op-'| 
pression of gays by the Church 
and sociej^f: These bigoted at- ' 
t-itudes, "Homosexuality is so 
repulsive because it is so very 
unnatural'] exemplify what Father 
Ejugene Kennedy said in his book 
The'People Are the Churchy 

Churchmen have never fully 

purged themselves of the , 
emotiohaljblocks about sexuality 
which they developed in the 
course of History. These, however, 
remain as the defenses which 
must be put aside if the Church is 
to achieve its identity im the 
modern world . . . The Church'. * 

• overemphasized the procreation 
of children as the sole primary 
end of marriage. This has been 

THOUGHTS. FATHER/* 
redressed by Vatican I I , but,the 
emotional residue of this 
distorted emphasis still remains. 

I am riot condemning_ Fajther 
Hogan for his attitudes, but the 
Church has always recognized 
that Scri.pture requires in­
terpretation and that its message v 

is primarily regarding that which 
concerns salvation and not the ' 
mere impartation of hurpan 
wisdom. In fact, a narrow, literal 
reiteration of the Scriptural 
passage regarding, homosexuality 
yields little insight into Cod's 
will; e.gw are we also to emulate 
Lot's offering of Jiis daughters to 
the mob? (Gen. 19:8) Do we not 
hear more clearly God's word 
when we recognize that the 
Genesis story speaks of God's 
saving his faithful ones. The 
condemnation is of those who 
live as though they were 
u n r e d e e m e d , u n f a i t h f u l , 
Unloving. But does such a picture 
truly define gay men and women? 
It would appear not. Gay people 

are not more immoral than other 
Christians. Rather, they share the 
same faith (that in .Christ's l|fe, 
death and resurrection is our life 
and hope, Our salvation) and the 
difficulties in- living out the 
demands of this faith, living lives 
of love, dignity and respon­
sibility. 

Thomas E. O'Grady 
313 Orange Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14611 
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CouTier-Jpumal V-

Reverend Father: 

Your reply to my letter on 
Vivisection which was printed in 
the Couripr-Journal, 7/16/,75, 
reads like a politician answering 
his constituents. First you nutate 
Genesiŝ  "Bje masters of thensrjes 
of the sea, tjhe birds of the aiir and 
all living animals on earth." How 
in the world do you interpret this 
to justify the torture of living 
animals foil the promotion of the 
welfare [of the human race? Like a 
politician you did not read oa.— 
"and God saw everything that he 

f had made: and behold it was very 
, good." <• Nowhere did He see 
'- snimals abused.. He didn't see 

animals; bejing beaten to death 
with automatic^metal hammers 
just so scientists can watch their 
facial expressions on the pretense 
of- making a better football 
helmet!' 

You object to my calling some 
.of these jSO called scientists 

^Communist The Russians are 
j Communist! Much of this animal 
i abuse is carried on in Russia, but 

^also in this country,, too. 
You say the key ^vord is 

"reasonable." There is no. reason 
with such people. They are in it 
solely for the job and for what it 
pays. And there are people who 
enjoy their work. 

Eventually and always the word 
cancer is brought up when animal 
experiments are mentioned.. You 
know as well as I that the world 
has always been plagued with 
diseases of all kinds none of 
which have ever been cured 
through animals. '-

Sincerely, 
G.A. 

Dear G. 'A., • 

,„ Your rejoinder to my "answer" 
j is a mass of rash judgments and 
j facile assumptions: 

"Like a politician you did not 
read Qn — 'and God, saw 
everything that he had made; and 
behold it was very good' " • — rash 
judgment. I too believe all things 
are goo'd, including the meat and 
eggs I eat. • 

ScientistSjWhodo this kind of 
research are Communists because 
some people who do this kind^of 
work are Russian — rash 

: judgment. 

"There is no reason with such 
people" -*. rash judgment. ,. 

"You know as well as I that the 
world has always been plagued-
with diseases of all kinds, none of 
which have ever been cured 
through animals" — , facile 
assumption. 

My dentist inflicts pain to save 
my teeth; my physician hurt me 
terribly in removing an abscess.' 
Were they wrong? To inflict pain 
on animals *fpr enjoyment or for 
its own sake is iYnmorai, b|Ut for a 

legitimate higher purpose | - ^ 1 say 
it is not immoral. l ' . ) '• ' 

I 

I 
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