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" By JOAN M. SMITH

‘What was -if like going to
school in Roch ster back in 1875?
Well for one ing there were no
school\ buses. -Feet were the
primary means of transportation-
“along with/ horse: drawn cars
‘which could be ridden for a five-
centsfare.

Since New York State had |
adopted a revised compulsory
attendance law in 1874 (it
required only 14 weeks of at-
tendance per year, eight of which
had to be consecutive), the move
was on to secure, at least a basic
education for ‘all youngsters.

This ‘law also declared that’
“those who cared for the children
should cause them to be in-
structed in spelling,  reading,
writing, ‘English grammar, arith-
metic . .;.” Unfortunately, the
law did not specifically direct
that schools fnust teach these
subjects. ‘i )

Most classroom* ipstruction in
Rochester, however, did center
around the 3 Rs with Cerman
language classes introduced in
1872. Art and music also were
included. ‘

Accordlng to the general
regulations put ferth by the -
Rochester Board of Education in
their 1875 report, the school year
would commence on *tlte first’
Monday of September and end
on the last Friday in June. School
Hours were 9 a.m. to noon, and
1:30 to 4 p.m. Holidays were
listed as, “Saturdays,
. Thanksgiving Day Washington’s
Birthday, Christmas Day, New .
Year's Day, the intervening days
-between Christmas and New
Year’s,"and “Fast Days’ by public
prod'amation o

- Though ‘the ‘state was working
toward an adequate school
* system, education was not the
primary concern. of the Mid-
Victorian age.

There were problems such as

heavy teaching loads, squabbles

~ over teacher, salaries, tenure,

school budg,ees and madequate
facilities, ¢

Schools wére dark{ and un-
¢omfortable since new methods
of lighting and venilation had yet
to: be introduced. The buildings
‘were heated "by  chunk (wood)
.stoves, and sanitary conveniences
were unavailable.

Rehglon was under fire in the
public school system, and in 1875
the city adopted a ban against
_reading the Bible and other
‘religious instructions in the
pubhc echools :

By 1875 the- g,raded system
whxch ‘had been adopted in the
18505 . was firmly established, at.
east iri city. schools. Each. grade
its own teacher_ﬁ;and
oom: 'which was separated,
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- You rpay be qualified f.cr this Federal financial aid
for learning and training jafter high school. .

The ldrgest e{pansnon Uﬂ Department of Health, l:du tion,
schools- during this. period oc- and Welfare stated. "Up o and
curred within the parochlal including the Master’s level, the
system where under the auspices difference in {jucatwna' at-

of ‘Bishop ’ Bernard McQuaid 10 . tainment , between males and
Catholic free schools were females has b
established by 1890. indeed .
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In 1875 Nazareth Academy was Education has definitely: come
on Jay Street, and was a girl's -a long way since 1875. | '
boarding school” with grades one . !
through second year high school.
The school’s prospectus  stated,
“The Course of Studies include all
the branches of a useful .and
Christian education.” 1t also
noted that the school year began
on the first Monday in September
and ended on July 1. :

Miss = Seward’s  F-E-male
Seminary on Alexander Street,
and the Rochester Féemale
Academy at 81 South Fitzugh St.
also were available for young
ladies who in comfortable
Victorian rooms could learn the,
the finer points of educational
culture — art, needlepoint and

poetry. * .

The 1875 variety of  gym
consisted of baseball for boys,
and dance and rhythm for girls to
develop their grace and strength.
Archery was a favorite sport and
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favorite pastimes for people of all
ages, but were not included in
school cumculum

4

What little physical education
‘was available for school children
had to be endured by girls in their
long dresses and high buttoned .
shoes. At that time young boys to
the age df six wore kilts, and then
graduated into knickers, ruffled
shirts, ties and jackets. Cirls had |
no choice. It was long skirts tied— |
with elegant sashes, and wide-
brimmed -hats or bows for their
heads
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At D {(ouvme we think of the’ whole world as our-classroom. Besides
study’ng theory and techniques in class welll make sure you gain profes-
S|onaL expenence out of class. For exarnple our special education
majors know thé joys of teaching handrcapped children, political sicence
students help on -their candidates’ camp gns as regular course work,

2 T our-nursing program is affiliated with thirteen local health agencies, our -
— medical technologists spend their entire senior year in hospital
’ Iaboratones and our social welfare students spend a semester in I0cal
agem;ues . - X - : LR
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Where in thé World do you want to learn?
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~the chonce is yours .

Around this time, however, the
infamous “blbomer” (a balloon
culotte for {adies) made its ap-
pearance. caused a social
havoc which flasted right into the
20th Centuw%‘when in 1909 Dr.

E. Bruce of jthe State Board of
l-ducatxon condemned them as .-
“unnecessary and unladylike,
giving the children a false im-

-

lt would be vyears before -
Victorian social attitudes would
begin to give way under the
‘pressures of a fast changmg

or mformatuon ca!l 886 81 00ext.210o0r manl form be\ow
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D’Youville College,, & .~ ..
320 Porter-Avenue. . - .
Buffalo N.Y. 14201 : ‘ : - ', '

before certain educational :
theories would be challenged: -
such as the one held by Rev. Dr.
john Todd who in. 1871 stated;.
“The . normal . structure, the\_'
physiology, : the diseases, the -

habit of thoug,ht ‘and” feeling ‘of - |
the female - properly; bans 'he'r
from the halls ot h:gher ieammg

A hundred years have - put that.
theory :10. rest ‘as ‘this September
both women and men prepare fo
pursue ‘their academnc endeavo :
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