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Duah Agyeman in ‘the “cloth” of .his ﬁeople,a the Ashanti.

R o(o by john Dash

(

He Wants tow Share
His Blackness

‘By JORN DASH

Duah Agyeman wants to share
his blackness, hig Africanness,
with American blacks and whites.
them fo share their
experiendes and cultural roots

ith himi And he wants to go

ome to] Africa and .share the

vealth gf knowledge and ex-
;}enence e is gaining in the U.S.
vinth his people. ‘5

:‘Agyeman is” a “’%udent at St.
Bernard’s Senpmary who is
working this sumrher with the -

CYO : lnner City Outreach
Program out /of . Mt Carmel
Church. He teamhs up with

another CYO staffer, Jesse Barnes,
and has been presenting
programs on. qhe African and
Aimerican black experiences at
various centers in Rochester.

.Here on scholarship since
September 1973, Agyeman is
pursuing theolpgy studies for

'ordmatron for [the diocese of

Sunyani ufr Ghana.

When he flrst arrived  in
Rochestér, Agyeman. found the
black: community “offish™ and
suspicious whep they realized 1
was an African,|a stranger. Just to

‘meet people was, drf'frcult and

frustrating.”

.He says that part of the

“problemm may |lie jr American

blacks .accepting white -
stereotypes of African blacks.

R

" And it is for this réasen he has

setup rap-sessions and
c‘emonstrat:or s of his ~own
culture. B

' «

He says he acts as a wall off
which . American blacks ‘may
bounce questigns.

Barpes notes lthat the centuries
of separatlon of Ameritan blacks

-from Africa created a whole new

cultufal system| He says he does
not' identify with . the! African

“experience bug, sees sthat “both

" have sornething

to grv

“As.a group of peop!e he says,
“we must span the gap.’ ! He looks
to see the "rainbow,” he says, in

~which all colors in- the spectrum

are unified. -

Agyeman has been surprising

" members of the Puerto Rican
" community - with his ‘assertion

" that Puerto. Ricans trace their

ongm to Africa. He says that «

lall's

C FLOW{ER SHOP -
’ 2075 DEWEY AVE. -
Neor the West Gate
of Holy Sepulclire Cemetery
I 865-6_533-.
' rrgx_f; deor 1o, Hall's. Travel Service

. he lis often to confront

onglnally rnany Spanish Speakmg
people in thé ‘Americds were
African slaves in. Spain. Several
.hundred years ago they -were
ruled JZsrrable and were sent
to the mesh colonies here.

"They alre all part of the ‘Black
World",” '_ e says. "

A question frequently asked of
Agyeman*is why he is a Roman
Catholic and why he is studying
for the pnesthood

He entered - the
“Because | wanted to sing in the.
choir,” he candndl\,g admits. And

he was to‘by' the pastor of
his church. “There was no
philosophigal reason,” at first, he

he entera?d ége seminary because -

says, but lhis chorce is now
solid.”
Agyema finds that black

youth see the ”Cathohc Church as
agal{nst them.” -

Barnes otes that for a black.
man to enter a Catholic Church
‘ “the
mas’ter."f[-f“*v :

“But Barnes says “the black

‘ anj white communities are
" caught up here together and one

of the ways for them to reach
each other is through the CYO.”

“lust to see Duah is am
education,” he says. -~

t  PARISH COUNCIL

l
Dryden — At Holy Cross

":Chyrch, Father Thomas -Cleary

said that Norbert Schickel Jr. has
beeh elected temporary chairman
of [thé newly formed Parish
Coincil. At the next meeting,

Aug. 15, -after the Mass for the
Feast of the Assumption, the

council will elect officers. After

-their installation the committees

will be formed. . ‘

COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Whaca — Whéh™ the parish
council at St. Catherine of Siena

- resimes its meetings in Sep-

tember it will be under the
leadership .of Anthony Taras.
Council members will participate
in the third annual parish council -
Sept. 13 at Mt. Saviour Monastery:
neér Elmira.

ST. ANDREW'S PARISH

Prescriptions -
Carefuny Compounded

MANDELL'S PHABMAGY
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L Sister Frdncés

"Each day 4,100 men and

womien become.“senior citizens.’

And for almost half of them, their
65th birthdays close the door to
their jobs. They are mandatorily
retired, a commonplace of work
in Anjerica.” NEW YORK TIMES,
August 2, 1975

."Mandatory retirement is an’

unjust practice supported by a
web of false assumptions about«
older persons. Chief among these
myths is the belief that older
Iworkers do not perform as well as
younger workers. Studies on the
relationship of age and work
perfo mance indicate that older
workers have lower absentee
rates‘than younger workers and
are just as productive or even
more| productive’ than younger
Senility. 1s not
common; what passes for senility
can ?e a condition provoked by
enforiced inactivity and a feellng
of isolation. o

Successful lawsuits in the areas
of sex and-‘race discrimination
may well have set a precedent for

suits|in the area of mandatory .

retirement. More and more,
Ametficans are realizing that the
poor} job market does not justify

“Are_you fed up wrth world:

 hunger?” S
The Office of‘ Hhman
Development has released a’

second world. hunger packet that
begins by explaining why people
might feel fed up with hunger. It
then .presents fresh thoughts to

poqder

. .

Agnes King of OHD, 2 member
of the diocesan world hunger
committee, reported that . the
second volume was compiled to
include more resource materials
and to update the history of the
problem. More than 4;500 copies
of the first volume were
requested by educationat groups
‘human development committees,
‘priests, ministers, .and others.
Many of the same groups are also
requesting the second
publication, of which 1,600
copies have been mailed in the
past two months. ‘

Mrs Krng said that, although

. creasmgIY

‘requiring -

-practices, )
processes| and fund raising en- |

mlstreatment of mlnonty _groups.

The job problem has to be looked ..
vhole; even with in- ;

at as ‘a
early retlrement
unemployment is rap|dly rising.

" Mentioned in the Times article
quoted agove is the action of a

- Boston. panel, which last year -

struck down- ai Massachusetts law
‘retirement  of state
police at jage -50. The Supreme
Court hears the case this Fall;

. whatever the outcqme, the case
. marks the beginning of serious

efforts at reform. Already, Illinois
has outlawed mandatory
retlrememi rules in private en-
terprise ’and the American
Medical Association is supporting
senior Iobbymg against forceds
retlremenﬂ

. Church members must con-
tinue efforts to address the in-
justice of prejudice against older

persons. Whether or not they
continue] working, older
Americangs are cornstantly

* receiving |signals that . they are

being -put_on the shelf, that the
valuable [seasons of _thelr lives
have passed. Church hiring
decision. making

must not reflect the
societal bias that only wage
earners |deserve voice and
responsrb lity. While it is true that
eadershnp must change hands,
older persons’ competence
should be evaluated in the same
way as that of younger persons.

Finally,

deavors -

Church members
should become prepared to act as
advocates of elderly rights as
legal action by ‘senior citizens
becomes more common. Such an
unjust ractice’ as mandatory -
retirernent cannot be. jgnored by
Church. [ communities which
profess belief in human dignity
and equal opportunity.

OHD lIssues Sec’ond
World Hunger

Jacket

had much feedback
on how | |ther booklet is being
used practical, manageable
approac es to the problem could
be developed from the in--
formation included — for
example [conscientious control of
family foed consumption.

For thé-would-be dbnor, a chart
of national -and
hunger organizations lists their
priorities|, form of aid, recipients,
methods| of dlstnbutxon SQUICES
of funds; and spending patterns.

she has

The packet also provides in-

formation for political action,
explaining - the history of the
controversial Public Law 480,
outlining how food is used as a
political! weapon, and O\ffenng
action possibilities.

Copies of the V\{orld Hunger
Packet, Vel. Il, may be obtained
froni Aghes King, (716-328-6400),
Office of Human Development,
750 West Main St., Rochester,
N.Y. 14611. The cost is 75¢ per
cofgy. : ,

international .

ﬂUTOMOT]VE
NEW GARS. The modern low-cost way.
Consumers Buying Serv:lce 467-9145.

SAVE half the cost with new springs. Free
installations. Vinny’s, 1358 E. Ridge Rd.

‘266-9506. N .

RADIATORS repaired cleaned, recored.
Avutomatic air condt’g svenin. 1441 N.
Clinton. 266-9610. ﬂ i

LOWEST Aufo hre pﬂdes J&L. 481 Portland
Ave. 544-24%0.

AUTO BODY & FENDER WORK, Painting.
Nowak’s Cojlision, 1343 Hudson Ave. 467-
2624.

VOLKSWAGEN Repairs — Towing Kurt’s.
Garage, 1348 Hudson Ave. 266-4992.

REBU!ILDERS of Brake Shoes; Bonded or
yiteted. Clutches - All types. Metallic

" velvetouch - Discs - New & Rebuilt - Auto

Parts. Phil’s Auto Parts, 216 Central Pk. 232-
37n7.

TUNE-UPS, Brakes, Ahgnment, Balance,
WOrkmanshnp Pat's Radralor Shop, 586-
4590.

AUTO Insurance — On the spot FS-1. No
ggmsals Mazzola, &30 Porfland Ave\ 266-

AUTOMOTIVE Upholistery — Custom work,
Repairs, .Boat cushions, etc. Free

* estimates. Hackeﬂ's 1475 Hudson' Ave. 266-

9822, 342.0951.

RADIATORS: New, used, rebuilt. For most

cars and light trucks. Discount priced.
Sylen Aufo Parts Inc., Williamson,
Y&.Y. oll friee 454 6427. Free delivery.

AUTO Glass Specialists. Fast.dependable.
Crane’s Collission, 1191 Bragg St..,
Honeoye Falls, N.Y. 624-2826.

R.A. CONNORS INC. — SUZUKI SALES &

SERVICE, County Rd. 37, 3-miles South of
traffic light on 5 & 20 in ‘West Bloomfield.
Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 9-8; Tues. & Thurs., 9.6;
Sat. 9-4. (716)-624-1520. .

OVERHEAD Garage doors & operators.

Retfici & Son Inc., 392 Norton. 266-0300.

LOW-Mildage, late model cars — Also, we
buy. Hillen Auto Sales Inc., 1475 Hudson
Ave. 342-6380.

L78-15 4-ply polyester wide white walls,
0 £29.75 plus tax. Henrietta Tire Sales 244
220.

'AMBULANCE SERVICE -

!

- “Golden Age™
AMBULANCE !

_ & CHAIRMOBILE ssn\b
436-3500 S

24 Hour Sve.SPECIAL RATES|
483 BROOKS AVE. . .

BUSINESS SERVICE

FASHION Eyewear. Ophcal Lahna tic. 937
33! .2325.

. Clinton. 2716} ‘

ON- THE SPOT Auto/& Cycle Insurance life-

heaithihome.owners. Chas. M. Filippone
Reauom & Insura e Spec:alrzlng ln East
side properties. 737 E.-Main. 454-7090.

BOWLING, Golf, trophies. Legler’s Pro
Shop, jmsz Hudson Ave. 338.3452.

INSTANT pnmmg No waiting. 1000 coples

81ox11, $11.95. Edwards Press, 1184 N.
Clinton’ Ave. Near Keeler Sf. Expressway
342- 5520 .

ALL bra s and types serviced. New bikes.
R Bikg Safes Inc., 270 Norton St. 342.6875.
45 W. Commerc:al. E. Rochester. 38).4474.

LUGGZAGE repair speciaiists. Compiete
Lock & Key Sales Svc. sto, 1026 Hudson
Avenue; 338-2130.

KVT CHEN chairs covered with, naugahyde,
$10 up. Dining, sofas, antiques. Verntone
Upholsrery, 484 Porﬂand Ave. 266-6020.

/ ORUG & FURNITURE CLEANING — 3.day

service.. -Pick-up, delivery. SMlTH, 57

 Halford, 436-3413,

.

New !a‘ddress will be:
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Ch‘ahging your address?

WE DO light moving and haul’ng 328 7730,
hourly

PIANG servicing by factory-experienced
techriician. Walter Gramza, 381-0198.

FULL tmblighfed growth wuh Onfarlo Tree
& Landscape Serv:ce 924-5!

AUTO Gtass & Storm Windows & Screenmg

. replaced. Glass tops. Antique mirrors re.
snIVEred Michaels  Glass & Mirror, 19
Martin- Webster, 872:5800."
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