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What's Coming Down 
in the inner City? 

A Bright Note. 
By JOHN DASH 

By her own admission "a very 
independent I i t t le cuss," Sister 
Patricia Flynn, RSM, is running a 
program in the inner ci ty that she' 
expects w i l l expand, suddenly 
and soon. 

•' For about eight years Sister 
Pa t r i c ia has a d m i n i s t e r e d 
w o o d w o r k i n g p rog rams fo r 
teenagers in the Joseph Avenue 
Area Church. W i t h materials-and 
help' f rom Eastman Kodak she has 
established centers where black 
youths can gather and learn 
carpentry and cabinet-making 
skills. , ; 

"Used to put the money f rom 
selling the kids' stuff into a trust 
fund, so they'dTiave some money 
when they turned 18. Now we 
give them the money f rom their 
sales, 'cause they need clothes," 
she says, proudly steering visitors 

. around the benches where her 
"kids' " woodwork ing projects are 
displayed. 

Things were working so wel l 
at the Joseph Avenue Workshop 

that space got l imi ted and-she 
and her charges last week p a c k ^ 
up and moved into St. Michael's 
recreation bal l . 

" O u t of the catacombs," she 
c o m m e n t s . Her p rev ious 
workshops have been in -
basements. 

"The Church hasn't done much 
for the poor," she says suddenly. 
"And our educat ion hasn't done 

Kinuch for the kids." 

She cites the recent example of 
ta lk ing to a 17-year-old, preparing 
h im to speak to a judge in a 

% cr iminal case. She brought up the 
matter- of the youth's non-
a t t e n d a n c e at s c h o o l . " B u t , 
Sister, I go to school every day," 
she' says he protested. "Now, 
don' t tel l me that," she coun­
tered. "But I do, I watch Sesame 
Street every morning." -

"Some of these kids don't even 
know how t o - w r i t e , " she jsays.-
"The area's gett ing worse every 
day." u 

For- the f irst (12 years of her 

re l ig ious l i fe , . Sister Pa t r i c i a 
taught school. ' - v . • 

She surveys the packing-tip 
operation at the o ld workshop,. 
"You'd be . surprised , at the 
miracles here.", • 

In the midst of the f lurry I s 
Channel 21,'s Qurncy Goodson, a 
product ion „man for the non­
c o m m e r c i a l t e l e v i s i o n b r o a d ­
casting station? 

Sister Patricia1 hauls ou t a stack 
of o ld photographs of the first 
days of her Iproject, eight -years 
ago. Goodson is a 10-year-ol4, in 
the center of a picture. She wou ld 
like h im to take over the ad­
ministrat ion o f the project, she 
confides. 

Even in the midst of last week's 
moving the whine o f lathes, 
jigsaws and sanders (all ^donated 
by Sears) and the slap of fresh 
paint against wood is heard in the 
o ld workshop. | 

The youths are turn ing ou t 
cand les t i c ks , p i c t u r e f r ames , 
children's puzzles, bookcases, 

Sister Patr ic ia F lynn t a k e s ' o n e of her last surveys o f t h e 
Jriseph Avenue Workshop while moving to St. Michael's. 

see neighborhood f ix-up'projects 
started f rom her spacious new 
quarters. . 

display cases, games toyboxes, 
and trivets. 

"We turn all the money back t o 
the kids," she says. She calls to 
one: " H o w much money have 
-you got in the. bank now?" "$500, 
Sister." 

She has an idea-she hopes w i l l 
work: to ..get the senior citizens 
Who attend St. Michael 's Church 
t o help out w i th teaching skills to 
the youth . She also w o u l d l ike t o 

As for mot iva t ion , she con­
fesses . that she "never t r ied t o 
c o n v e r t a n y b o d y ; b u t g i ve 
witness, as Jesus, did."-

She sums i t up "Be neighbors. 
When I get up in the morning and 
the phone rings and somebody's, 
in court or in jail, well, then I 
know what I'll be do ing that day," _ 

TOWARD 
TOMORROW 

Fr. Henry Atwett 
Most of the great economic, 

social, po l i t ica l , and religious 
upheavals in history — early 
Christianity, Islam, the Protestant 
Reformation, the Russian and 
Chinese Communist revolutions, 
the Mau Mau in Kenya, and many 
others — started out w i t h small 
cults predict ing the imminence of 
a m i l l e n n i u m w h i c h w o u l d 
dec i s i ve l y o v e r t h r o w t h e 
established order. [ 

John the Baptist and Jesus both 
preached, and their, disciples 
literally' bel ieved, " the kingdom, 
of Cod is at hand. " 

These cults combined two 
things usually regarded as in­
compat ib le - earthly material 
reWards and religious fervor. 

Jesus p r e a c h e d , and h is -
disciples surely bel ieved, " I give 
you my word , there is no one who 
has given up home, brothers and 
sisters, mother or father, chi ldren 
or property, for me and for the 
gospeLwho w i l l not receivein this 
present age a hundred times as 
many • - • and in the age t o 
come, everlasting l i fe . " (Mk. 
10:30), i 

Such, a belief was also a major 
factor in the fa i th of Islam, as i t is 
in its present American version as. 
promised by the Black Musl ims. 
The Maharishi Mahesh Yogi has 
won thousands/ o f American 
converts by po int ing ou t for them 
the transcendental path t i ^weal th 
and happiness. And 6yen its 
secularized version relies on 
tradi t ional ly religious . ̂ methods 
such as m e d i t a t i o n ' ' and 
moderat ion in dai ly l i fe. 

•Even the "standard brands" > 
versions of Christianity tend to 
t ick-tock back and for th f rbm the 
purely spiritual — l ike the woman 
who suggested t o her 'pas to r^ 
" just C o d , no pol i t ics." — t o the 

-overt pol i t ical and humanitar ian, 
as in the case of missionari.es'who 
joined gueri l la forces or / • less. 
mi | i tant ly, Mother Setpn and her 
Sisters of Charity and today's 
par ish H u m a n D e v e l o p m e n t 
Committees. .. ' ' 

An article by Peter Farb in 
H o r i z o n m a g a z i n e said j t h a t 
soc io - re l i g ious cu l t s t e n d t o 
develop when "increasingly large 
numbers of people suffer in­
tolerable stress because it seems 
to ' them that their estab! ished 
system can no longer meet their 
n e e d s . " Farb a d d e d , 
" D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t b e c o m e s 
widespread, crime and asocial 
.behavior increase . . . 
Alcoholism, dishonesty by public 
off ic ia ls,gambl ing and the search 
foT scapegoats b e c o m e 
widespread . . . " 
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These symptoms are cettai 
present t o d a y in b o t r 
American and our Catholi 
and undoubtedly account 
much of the "bad news" w 
daily and for i the ennui 
characterizes so many 
Church. 
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* These condit ions also partend 
a mushrooming of mi l lenial sects 
arid movements w i th promises of 
q u i c k and persona l e f f ec t s 
bypassing or opposing the classic 
religions and their rites} Like 
Adam's legendary appl$, the 
promises w i l l prove attractive but 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g . The pipy is, 
however, there is so I ittle 
appealing available. This, 
is what Pope John had in mind as 
far back as f i f teen years ago. It's 
t ime we began to heed h im. 
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On Your Mark, Get Set . . . . ,* 
;" \ \ WlfJNWu lillll f( ^-111,1 

Ar lene Scott , Col leen] Perry, and Barbaranet te M i j l e r get mov ing in a sprint race for six and 
seven year old girls! at the CYO Junior Olympics last Thursday at Gates-Chili High SchoqJ. 

George Beahon 

Nice-guy Bil l V i rdon 
and Bil ly Mar t in is manager 
Yankees. Mart in is a long 
shot t o stick around vejy 
Because he has two 

• against -him going, in , 
. three. He can get r id of oh 

The' -one he can dea 

gone, 
of the 

long 
long. 

strikes 
maybe 
ly one. 

of f is 
Elliott Maddox, sworn enemy of 
Bil ly Mar t in , f rom the days 
Maddox played for Mart in in 
Detroi t and in Texas. j 

Mart in called- Maddojc" a , b ig 
baby and said he needed a good 
jump-k ick ing , and he sa)d these 
things and more in pr int . (n spring 
training Maddox got throwfr-at by 
Texas pitchers, work ing for Bil ly 

Mar t in , and they challenged each 
other (Maddox and Mart in) t o 
settle ..things under the stands. 
(Wher td id tha t last really happen 
in baseball?) 

\ - . 
Maddox nevej- has ba:ked off , 

f rom his feud ing 'wi th Mar t in . The, 
player says Mar t in is • a liar 
because he promised h i m a 
chance to play in Dexo i t but 
reneged.. He calls h im . a racist, 
and ;he points ou t the net results 
of '^these deals: Mar t in traded 
Wi l l ie Davis for Eddie Bpnkman; 
sold Br ihkman; then traded Jim 
Bibby and Jackie Brown to , 
Cleveland for pi tcher Gaylord 
Perry. Net result, according to 
Maddox: Mar t in y ie lded three 
black players for one o ld but-
wh i te pitcher. e ^ 

When Mar t in met Maddox jn 
the Yankee clubhouse ijast week, 
he to ld h im he was sorry he had 
made a mistake about his talent 
and wanted to bury the hatchet. 
A New York wri ter asked Maddox 
if he believed that , of the man. 
who'd called h im a laxy, show-, 
boat ing loafer? Maddojc laughed 
and refused to answer Maddox 
has become one of the American 

"^ League's great ballp.lay 

Stride two i s ' George Stein­
brenner. He .owns the Yankees 
and he runs the c lub, .He bought.-

t l 

Catfish Hunter, for openers. He is 
suspended, it says in the 
American League of f ice, for 
g i v i n g m o n e y i l l e g a l l y last 
p res iden t ' s e l e c t i o n . But 
Steinbrenner is a Charley Finley 
type who likes to make out the 
l ineup cards. When Bil l V i rdon 
re j ec ted a S te inb renner 
suggestion late in Jjuly, the 
Yankees went looking for . a 
manager. Bil ly Mar t in , you w i l l 
recall , left Minnesota, Detroit and 
Texas because he r e j e c t e d 

suggestions f rom the bosses. 
Mar t in and Steinbrenner? No 
way No possible way-

Strike .three. The Boston Red 
Sox-are not about t o fo ld up this 
t ime around. They have a healthy 
Carlton Fisk, and they have • a 
couple of fopkie kids named Rice 
and Lynn' w h o may become 
household names when they 
f inish w i t h Oakland six weeks 
f rom now. Bi l ly Mar t in can't w in 
for a who le lot. o f reasons:' 

Christophers' Founder 
50 Years Priest 

New York '[RNS] - The 
f o u n d e r o f t h e f a m e d 
"Christophers'* movement , Father 
James G. Keller, M M , w h o has 
been a l iv ing example of the 
Christopher message stressing 
personal responsibil ity based1 on 
spiritual values, w i l l mark his 50th 
year as a priest on Aug. 15. 

.Now 75 and^ of f ic ia l ly ret ired, 
he lives at the Maryknol l house in 
New York and spends as many as 
th ree , days a week i a t . the 
Ch r i s t ophe rs ' headqua r te r s in 
m id towh Manhat tan , attending to 
extensive correspondence. 

I n : a recent t r ibute tb ,:Father 

Keller, Father Richard Armstrong, 
M . M . , his successor , sa id , 
"Looking back over 50 years of 
service to God and humani ty in 
the priesthood, he can be assured 
that, in the past half-century, he 
has carried to the farthest ends-of 
the earth the Christopher mot to : 
^Better to l ight one candle than t o 
curse the darkness.'"" 

Throughout his career, Father 
Keller challenged Catholics and 
other Christians t o "get out of 
sheltered seclusion and into the 
mainstream, into, every phase of 
l i fe that affects the well-being of 
humanity for t ime and eterni ty." 
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