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Father R ichard A l l a r d , CSBJ secretary genera l o f t h e Basil ian Fathers listens w i t h t h e 
"- ' i , of M e r c y to t h e p a n e l . 

Photos by Bruce Cenut 

Sisters 

Pr ior ' to decisions being4 made 
th is • weelj; in t h e i r Genera l 

• Chapter, the Sisters o f ifyterc'y 
' listened to five panels discuss key-

areas dur ing preparatory wcjrk 
sessions last week. i • 

r 
The panels'— tone-sett ing a)hd 

chal lenging — raised questions 
and p o i n t e d d i r e c t i o n s l o r 
possible future act ion or con-.* 
siderat ion. '! 

A panel on "What W e Woil i ld 
Like the Sisters of Mercy To Be 
and D o " struck common grouhd 
in two main emphases: blending 

. . justice and mercy, both broadly 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y , a n d bei i g 
completely, centered in.-Jesus. •'• 

Panelists included Father Peter 
D e c k m a n , . co -pas to r , Stt 
Michael's,1 Newark; Father O t t o 
Vogt , Pastor, St. Paul of t h e Cross* 
Honeoye . Fa l ls ; Mrs.;. N a n c y 
Bartel l , head of Social Seryicesjat 

• St. James M e r c y H o s p i t a l , 
Hornel l ; Mrs. Mar ion Kblmer, St. 

' A n d r e w ' s p a r i s h i o n e r ; M r s . 
Carolyn Mickle'rrr, commun i ty 
c o o r d i n a t o r f o r t h e ! j u d i c i a l 
Process Commission of GEM; and 
Wi l l i am Huffner, 1975 graduate 
of Not re Dame High School, 
Elmira, and president of tfie 
Student Counci l . 

Father Charles Latur, director 
of the diocesan Department lo f 

, ln ter -Rel ig ious Affairs, .and''Rev. 
Virginia Mackey, • an ordainjed 
minister in the Uni ted Church io f 
Christ, af f i rmed t h e stance off. a 

-proposalbe ing considered by "t|he 
Chapter '.^delegates' on | increased 
involvement in e tumep ism-

' "Sisters -of Mercy ini Min is t ry" 
was the topic addressed by Msgr. 
George Cocuzzi , vicar |for Urban 
Min is t ry ; Father Joseph Bfenn^n, 
rector of St. Bernard's iSeminafy; 
and: Father D a n i e l : T o r m e y , 
assistant to the director of Of f ice 
of Human Development. 

The pane l a c c e n t e d t h e 
fo l lowing areas: urban ministry, 
response'to " the deepejst need of 

• the Church" for- an : in-depth 
experience of God and com
muni ty , ministry to the material ly 
poor', and the need for solidarity 
w i th the poor. 

Father D a n i e l Brent , Sister M i c h a e l Lapet i to a n d Sister 
James.Lynch l isten to a quest ion , 

Sisters Dor is H a m i l t o n and Janet Korn sit a t pane l 

Sister Janet Korn and 'Sister 
Dor i s H a m i l t o n ' spoke on 
"Theology of Liberation and 
Concepts of Poverty." They, too , 
u rged a r ad i ca l w i tness t o 
solidarity w i th the poor, not t o ' 
idealize poverty bu t t o protest 
and struggle against it. Sister 
Janet is .a Sister .of Mercy 
missionary in Santiago, Chile; 
Sister Doris, formerly a Chflean 

missionary, serves t h e . Spanish-
speaking in Rochester.. 

Finally, a three-memjber panel 
f rom the Diocesan Education 
D e p a r t m e n t a f f i r m e d these 
va lues : t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f . 
Cathol ic schools .and tota l parish 
re l i g ious e d u c a t i o n . [Panel is ts 
were Father Daniel Brjent, Sister 
James. Lynch, '.'SSJ;' and Sister 
Michael Lappetito. i ' " 

Sr. M. Neidinger 
Sister Mary Neidinger, SSJ, a 
music teacher in schools of tne 

diocese ,for more than 40 years, 
d ied Aug. 4.1975, in Park Avenge 
Hospital-, after a long iI ness. She 
was 84 years o ld . .•'! 

The Mass ofi Christian Burial 
was concelebrated f o r her Aug. 

4 in t h e Motherhouse chape l f by . 
Fathers Joseph- Re inha r t ' af^d 
Frederick . 'Walz. Father James 
Kelly; OSfS, also was present. ' ; 

Sister M a r y , a n a t i v e 'of 
• Rochester,: -entered. t ( i e ' Sisters 

' o f St. Joseph in 1918 j f rom Sit 
Francis Xavier" parish.-1 Her - l a^ t 
assignment was a t S I Mary's, 
Canandaigua, where $|e taught 
instrumental , music. She- had 
spent lopg periods at St. Mary's, 
DansviT le, a n d S t , jPatri.e.kfs 
Corning,, and; a^ko. worked: a yeiar 
at Nazareth Acade?ny. ". j 

Survivors, are several nieces 
and nephews >in Rochester, 

Webster and Hi l ton. 
- i • ' 

Walter Wojtczak 
. Wal ter Woj tczak, a ; Polish 
immigrant who established the 
Hudson Avenue bakery that ;stil l 
bears his name, died Aug. 7,1975, 
at the age o f 84.. He was a knight 
in the papal order of St. Gregory 
the Great. •* 

The, Mass o f Christian-; Burial 
was celebrated last Saturday in 
St. Stanislaus,]Church. 

Mr. Woj tczak, w h o learned the 
baker's trade in Poland', came 
he re i n 1910 to l ive w i t h an aun t -
and f i n d a job. Twenty-one years 
later, he was singled ou t as an 
exemplary Cathol ic layman to . 
rece ive t h e i n s i g n i a o f 
kn ighthood granted by. Pope Pkis.' 
XT. Bishop John F, O'Hern chpsg a : 
representative of the ;lrish, t h e 

Italians of the 
t ime and con-

Germans and the 
ci ty at the same ... 
ferred the papal honor pn each 
March 19,193i;;T'ies,e rrjen were 

-the' f irst kn igh tso f S t Grjegory in 
the diocese, and probably the 
last, according t o Church "sources. 

Mr. W o j t c i a k was* noted for his 
European specialties. He bui l t up 
a whojesale business t h a t ' e m 
ployed 3 6 persons and used seven' 
delivery trucks' in the years 
i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g W o r l d 
War I I . .Dissatisfied w i th the w a y , 
stores displayed 'hjs confect ions,, 
he drew Back the- retail leveL, his 
son Carl said/ arjd' jn 1955 he sold 
the.r store a t 990 hiludson. 

Surv ivors ^arei h i s w i d o w , 
Ma'dline, and. t w o sons, Walter,, of 
West Hart ford, Cohn. , anqi Carl; a 
sister; Mrs. Anfr).0ny..(Berfiice) 
Libert i ; four grandchildren,, three 
greafcgrahdchildrenv and nieces 
and nephews. 

Fr. 
Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Reaings: (R3) Mt . 15:21-
28. (R l ) . l s . 56 :1 , 6-7. (R2| Rom. 
11:13-15, 29-32. 

The theme of the Sunday 
readings is the universality of 
salvation. 

f. 
Matthew: borrowed the story of 

the-Canaanite woman f rom Mark, 
but with several important 
changes. First, Mat thew calls the 
woman a Canaanite instead of a 
Syro-Phonenician. Of a|l the 
Gentiles, the Canaanites were.the 
mos t t h o r o u g h l y ha ted and 
detested by the Jews. Secondly, 
Matthew expands the dialogue 
between the woman, and Jesus; 
he is obviously (.shifting the 
emphasis to the woman. Thus he 
reduces the ment ion of the cure 
t o a single statement. But most 
i m p o r t a n t , M a t t h e w d ive r t s 
interest not only away f rom the 
cure to the woman,' but . to the 
woman's faith. This woman had 
many striking features in her 
character: her mother's love, her 
ene rgy , her pers is tence , her 
humi l i ty , her prayer. And yet 
Jesus singled ou t only one 
characteristic: her fa i th ! 

Mat thew was wr i t ing for Jewish 
Christians and wanted to show 
that the key to breaking down the 
barrier between .)ew and Genti le 
is fa i th . Faith tha t realizes 
salvation is a sheer g i j t of God; 
and, because it is, i t is offered to 
all mankind. 

Jhe first reading reaffirms that 
salvation is open to a l l , " the 
foreigners" even, as fyvell as to'the 
Jews — the house of the Lord wi l l 
become "a house of, prayer for all 
peoples." ^However, third-Isaiah 
shows that fa i th alone is not 
enough, but that good works are 
also needed. Foreigners, must 
observe the covenant terms as far 
as possible: they must keep the 
Sabbath and the Lord's name holy 

1 and minister to H im. 'In other 
words, the first three com-
mendments — fa i th in one God, 
reverencing His holy name,-and 
worshipping H im. , 

We tend t o categorize people 
w i th labels that d iv ide them. 
These categories of ten are social 
and pol i t ica l , and. really have no 
place in God's plan of salvation, 
tsaiah speaks of "foreigners" and 
"al l peoples" as dist inct f rom the 
Jews. I suppose he had t o speak 
that way to be understood by the 
Jews of his (!tay. Paul' wrote of 
"Gent i les" as opposed to his 
fe l low "Jews.'-^ Mat thew spoke of 
the division between "Canaanite" 
and the "house of Israel,"' bet
ween "dogs" (non-Jews) and 
"sons and daughters" (the Jewish 
people). 

Still these three' authors — 
Isaiah*; Paul and Mat thew — 
reveal that God-has broken down 
all these separating labels and 
unites what man divides. Isaiah 
descr ibes as God ' s c h i l d r e n 
everybody and anybody -~who . 
ministers t o H im , loves His name, 
and serves H im . Paul leaps across 
boundaries and divides peoples, 
not in to Jews and pagans, hut into 
those who are- dispbedient and 
those who enjoy mercy. And 

. Jesus Himself bursts, all nat ional 
and denominat ional , l imits by 
blessing a. Canaanite: woman ot 
great fa i th . God's ways are not 
ours. 

Wha t then are w e t o d b a« ' 
Christians? What are out at t i tude; 
toward those no t of our Faith? Do 
we absolutize? Do we th ink we 
only are in the right, and -
everybody else:-in the*~vyirong? 
Vatican II reaff irmed there; is 
salvation outside the inst i tut ional 
Church, that God offers Hisi love 

V* 

Ch i 
and grace to everyone 
d id not def ine 
cluslively in terms-
membership, butj 

terms of the in 
and acjtion to the 
one's life whenever 
that occurs. 

response 
offer 
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Vatican II 
urch" ex-

of expl ici t 
fundamental ly 

in fa i th 
of. God in 

however end 

Today's readings te|l us that we 
must open our hearts to a l l 
especially t o our Jewish brothers 
and sisters in the Lord. Vatican II 
in i ts Declarat ion on the 
Relationship of the Church to 
Non-Christian Religi DUS wrote: 
"We cannot fqrget that the 
Church received the^evelat ion of 
the O ld Testament through the 
people w i th w h o m God in his 
inexpressible mercy designed to 
establish the_„Ancient Covenant. 
Nor can shef^rg^jt that she draws 
sustenance f rom the root jpf that 
good olive tree onto which have 
been grafted the w i ld ol ive 
branches of the Gentiles . . . . 
Since the spiri tual patr imony 
common to Christian? and Jews is 
t h u s ' i o great, thjs sacred Synod 
wishes to foster and {recommend 
. . . mutual understanding and 
respect" (#4). Readj ' the entire 
Declaration; if is only about three 
pages. 

One of the reasons" Jesus 
severely tested the Canaanite 
woman's faith was tcj expose and 
condemn the intense bigotry of 
the Jews around H i m i — and ours, 
too, should it ever j-ear its ugly 
head among His followers. 

MR. & MRS. MURPHY , 

GOLDEN WEDDING 

John and Gertrude Murphy of 
1064 N. Tamiamj Trai l , Ft. Myers, . 
Fla'., formerly of Edgemere Drive, 
Rochester , c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 
G o l d e n W e d d i n g Ann ive rsa ry 
Sunday, JuJy 27, w i th a renewal o f , 
their marriage vows at Our 
Mother of Sorrows Church. A 
reception was given at Barry's 

. Party House by their son' and 
daughter-in-law John, and Jean 
Murphy. Mr. Murphy, who retired 
in 1969 from Yawman and Erbe 
Mfg. Co., was) a former f ire 
commissioner of the Lake Shore 
Fire Distr ict. 

Net Tourney 
To Benefit 
Cancer Society 

The Court Crusade-for Cancer, 
t h e f i r s t area t o u r n a m e n t 
especially for tennis rookies, w i l l / 
be held the last three weekends in 

' August and is being sponsored as 
a benef i t for thelAmerican Cancer 
Society, Monrbe . County Uni t . 

Anyone, 15 years or older, w h o 
classifies as a | beginner or in
termediate player is inv i ted. 
Format is a sihjgles round robin 
and play wi l l bejon neighborhood 
courts in the Greater Rochester 

* area. Theifirst rpunds wi l l be held , 
Saturday, Aug. 116 and Sunday, 
Aug. 17. Playoffs w i l l be Saturday, 
Aug, 23 and Sunday, Aug. 24 and 
the.f inalswi l l .be Sunday; Aug. 30. 

Forty cour t prizes wi lL be 
awarded and all entries w i l l 
receive 'a net souvenir emblem. 
Twelve top trcjphies . and prizes • 
w i j l be given-to f i rs t /second and 
th i rd place wirjners. , 

„Entry blanks may be picked u p ' 
at any Carrolsv| Restaurant or at 
area r e c r e a t i o n . ' depar tments . 
They are a l s o ^ a i t e b l e by cal l ing 
.the . American j GartGer.; Society 
pf j ice; 461-3800; Participants m a y 
ind icate their cour t location 
'preference on t h e 4ntry :brank\ " 

•r m 

the.finalswill.be

