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I yore when laymeén ..were deemed capable only. of '

j § Because laymen had ]ObS

'» ~ finance conhmlttees and the'like. The things of God

aspécts of| Chut¢h life is falling within ' the laltvs
: falloff in tiie numbers of priests and’ Rellglous — or :

" edacated today and more aware of events — the fact *

. now, are far better at such jObS than most-laymen or

<

; should become mcorporated in councrl domgs

. "upon - time”

Ml

» M:‘\/E BEEN TALKING AND WE Tl-IINK IT'D BE

REALLY. NEAT-IF WE COU VE THE WHOLE
L l-wMN S AND EVERVTHING.,“-I LATIN T

Tt

}lq

The Lalty T

i
A Once upon a tlme R

P ) ~|~

out in the world
‘everyone assumed that the only way they could
contribute to the lifelof the Church-was by sefving on

. may have been in close proximity but it was the-
things ofrCaesar that were reserved. for the laymen.
Andk-the laywomen were thought of only for their
homemakmg talents N -

' Perhaps that is too ﬂlppant a characterization.
In addition there was some sense to such practice.
_But timeés are changing and more responsibility for all

-province.  Whether for pragmatic reasons -— the

for sociolegical réasons — the laity .is better
is that those not of the cloth are Being asked to'move |

up to the hel]'n of this prlgrrm ship.

L Regardles of the reason, this greater sharmg
would seem to’ be the work of the Holy Spirit:
Looking at’ it rom -another angle, in those days of

fiscal responsibility, many were left “out. ‘Not all -
. laymen are fmancrally astute: it is a false assumption
_that the average lay person is better lat balancmg the
- books, or at-profit-and-less ledgers or at organizing
- fund dnves 1t is a fact that many phstors then and

laywomen- -

So for many it should have been gratlfylng to
- hear-or read that Bishop Hogan and Father Douglas
- Hoffman, director of Pastoral Ministry, are exhorting,

more spmtual role. in the Church

R - : ¢ :

‘ We must reassess odr talents and w den our self-
respect -n such matters. . Many. lay people always
_.have bee bLe“fter at redrmg children [l; a Christian .
 manner, for instance, than dealmg ith' business’
complexrtres Many feel more at home ‘saying a
‘prayer to-the Blessed Mother| or to tHe saints or-in
recrtmg the blessing at meals than: in figuring out *
hew to get money to pave parkmg lots: These values

.1 '
5o

e = face it, laym n_were stereotyped as one-
talented ereatures, thelaexpertrse limited to. matters
- financial. Like all: blanket. “assumptions, - this.-was
false~Some Jaymen qualify as fmancnally adept most.

nothing to "do-with dollars .and- cents, but which are .
needed by all the'. Church. - Embellrsh them~ ;rth’

conference table at COJnCll meetmgs

B l o
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”—}to lrwrg“happlly ev

after L

will be transgormmg “once. §
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To Be Um ue
Edltor. R ?

" Anne ‘B. Chrrsto f's rambling
denunciation  (Courigr-Journal,
july 30, 1975) of Catholic school
education, Bingo, ahd Black and
Puerto Rican mlnllstnes was a

. curious example  of shotgun

. FPuerto - Ridan cultures,
‘Cathollc s¢hools that are dif- --
{ ¢ ferent from; public schools. As"a

’[]‘IG Taity, pqrtncularly o, parish counc:ls to. take a

) _don't. But all have other special gifts, that may have |

- ptayer and feel confrdent enoughto put them on. thle

- Publcshed weekl\ oV the Rochester Catholic Prbss

accusations based on gratuitous
“assumptions and | fuzzy pfin-

i ciples Eo

As we approach a bicentennial
year, it ‘bothers me that anyone
would see the genius of America
as crushipg the richness of varied
ethnic lackgro nds into a
spiritless uniformity. The recent
ltalian Festival in. ochester is a.

good. example f Americans
celebratmg the differences that
make our unity attractive..

Ms. Chnstoff while lamenting
Church effarts to Fbuild on- the
;drstmctnvenéss of Black and
wants

point - of+ fact, Catholic school
{eadership and-staffs have been
“working to make Catholic schools
truly unique places of learning. If
they are like public schools, it is
in their willingness to use con-
temporary approaches to make
instruction ,reach the individual

" rieeds of students. Our test results’

-continue to affirm the academic

. quallty of Cathollc schools (

But equally lmportant is the
“less measyrable religious
dimension. Catholic:school staffs
have invested. considerable
planning and effort in responding
to the-three-fold goal outlined by
the American bishops in thelr
pdstoral, “To Teach as Jesus Did.”
The formal teaching of rellglonl is
one aspect of-that. Building in.the.
school an atmosphere of faith (a
“faith commynity”) is another
aspect. Showing youhg people
their responsibility to use their
talents in service of others is a
third goal

No one would contend that any'

Catholic school does all of this
perfectly. . However, | believe
many parents would attest that
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~ Our letter7-30 had a misprint. It
should have read “we have a
copy of the laws NOW standing
in the state of New York.” The
paper printed] “not standing.”

Editor:

Most of the 250 laws con-
sidered  “sex-biased”  and
“uynéqual” by the State faw

Revision Commission, and which
would be changed by voter

approval of ERA, are beneficial

“and/or protective "to women.
. They should not, in our opinion,

be changed.

Briefly summarized, five of
those faws arey CPLR 6101;

Women are exempt from Civil | and Liberty Cofumn a few weeks

arrest. Gen City L 91: The mayor
shall de§ignate two women to be
in constant attendanceiwhere any
woman " is corffined -after arrest.
Insurance Laws 2Q8, 458, and 470:
Insurance rates on female risks

. may be calculated ‘according to

Necessity

the efforts of their children’s .

Catholic school teachers to share
faith-information and experience

_is a most welcome addition to the
family’s contnbutlon

One fmal thought for Ms.
Christaff. If Bingo helps pay for
this experience, long live Bingo!
And. God bless the many, many
people whose . Volunteer work

- makles Bingo possible. | doubt she
really believes that Bingo
prevents anyone from praylng .or

,tlthlng .

. - [Rev.T Danlel Brent -
. Suprermtendent of Schools -

: Dtocese of Rochester
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an age not more than three years
younger than actual age. Labor L
378: Every mercantile establish-
ment etc. where, women report
for duty’ shall provide and

maintain separate washrooms or
facilities for each sex. Milit. L. 2
The unorganized state militia
shall consist of, able-bodied males
between the ages of 17 and 45.

"There are numerous laws
naiming the husband; not the
wife, as primarily responsible for
the financial] support of the
family .unit. | There are laws
protecting. a| wife’s properties
from the .debt| settlements of her
husband. There are numerous
laws specifying separate
restrooms and rest facilities in
establishmeits.

“How will anything improve for
women if we “equalize” these
“unequal laws"?

~-

M. and Mrs. Thomas H. Murphy
. 91 Westland Ave.
Rachester, NLY. 14618

Renewal

Edit0r£ -

'“The Charismati¢ Renewal
needs renewal" was the profound
statement made by Father Alan .
Tammany of Emmanuel
Charismatic Community, Albany
Diocese, td the Rochester
Diocese this past week. I heartily
endorse this tatement

The renewal needs to begm
within the hearts of each one of
us to quote the Prophet Isaiah —
“l have called YOU by your .
name. YOU -are MINE.” This call
is to-all the people of God, but to
the people of the charismatic

movement it entails a complete’

A dying of selfito Jesus. Only Cod

deserves the, glory that is 'to be

given and it it onlv Cod whoiis to .

be served. bet us not glory in

position but |et us give ourselves

. ourselves - ori seek to ‘maintain

COURIER— JOURNAL}_ ‘

completely to the will of our
Father for each one of us that His
Kingdom ma? be established and
served for His glory -and praise.

letus be obedient and walk in
His will that jall things be subject -
to Him. Let-us rid ourselves of.all
pride which -destroys
relationship
Spirit wnthm us.

-

“Seek ye ﬂlrst the ngdom of

. God and all else will be given to .
. yow”

"

Rachard E. Mahany
Bethlehem Prayer-Community
1479 leewood Blvd.

Regards ERA
As Unnéce#.‘sai:y-
Editor: l r |

‘Movemehts - to_ legalize

.abortion and euthanasia and-pass -

LI O

* have somethlng

the.
and smothers the.

Webster, N.Y. 14580 -

the Equal Rrghts Amendment all
‘ in. .common.

None of these needed to be made :
into law. .

Abortlon was presented as a

" necessity for saving the life of a
. mother or Helpmg the rape victim
who might become pregnant. .

"Any docto district attorney
can attest ¢ fact that before
the law wat passed these cases

were takenl care of by doctors in
hospitals. | o

The right of a patient to die

without having extraordinary

offorts made to keep him alive

.

has been reSpected by every good -

doctor. No -suits were . ever
. brought dgainst a doctor for

. doing otherw;se ,

The rights of women to equal
pay and opportunities. along with
all those rights named in the Life

ago have been leg,ally recognized
aor are presently mn ||tlgat|on

Passageiof all of these into law
have farreaching effects - that
most of the popilation do not
want. They have been simplified
to look good and necessary, but
they .are -all dangerous because
members of-

they givéd some
society total powvr over others.
]
Mary Ann Jensen-
" 152 Milburn St.
Rochester, N.Y.
14607
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Murphy Series

Commended
Editor: '

jRecently I have read the five
series of articles from July 2
through July 30, 1975 by Mrs.
ancy Murphy in her column
titled ‘Life, Liberty and Law’ in the

Courier. journal‘. "

Qur Commission has taken a -

stand against legalization of

marijuana. From our experience,
our Commission is most gratefuh '

© to Mrs. Murphy in writing very
in,tellig'emily and well the articles
and to [your newspaper for
printing them. It is critical that
the recent scientific facts con-

cerning marijuana pe known to

the people. The people of our

state thank Mrs. Murphy and the -

Courier Journal for making this’
vital informdtion available to the
public. ", :
i [}
DavndV Moymhan
. Associate Drug Abuse
" Prevention Specialist

Woul’d Mention
Unbom s Rtghts

Edltor, '

Throughout his “Spirit of 76~
(Courier-Journal 7/30/75), Brshop
Hogan overlooks one of the most

vital issues of our time, as well as.
one of the most essentral rights in
the Constitution’— the right to
life. I did not find any mention of
the fact that rmbom babies are
l‘o;utally bemg denied the igift of
ife

He states ‘that the denial of
”leglttmafe demands for equallty
by women” is a social injustice.
Yet too many of the same women
that -cry {Rights! l:qualutyll” also
scream ”A woman’s right  to
abort"’ ‘

, Laura Schuha
1404 Whalen Road
Penfleld N.Y:? g‘52

Leﬁerp
pubhc‘atson must be addr
'Chesgnut st., Rochester‘,?N.Y.j
14604..
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They t
than -1/1/2 pages;- {yped
double-spaced, with, names

and ‘addresses. . The

letters

to Opinion, Courier-Journa 67 |-
should - be no. fonger ‘

reserves ithe nght lio edlt all
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