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ty i 
Once upon a t ime 

' - ' • ' • • • ' ' • • • -

B e c a u s e l a y m e n h a d j o b s " o u t i n t h e w o r l d " 
e v e r y o n e , a s s u m e d t h a t t h e o n l y w a y t h e y c o u l d 
contr ibute to the life'of the Church-w"as by serving on 

- f inance commit ters and: the like. The things o f God 
may have been in close proximity but it was the 
t h ; f n g s - o f XDaesar t h a t w e r e r e s e r v e d f o r t h e l a y m e n . 

A n o H f h e l a y w o m e n w e r e t h o u g h t o f ..only, f o r t h e i r 
•homemaking talents.-, •- •/ 

• • . . ) . ' ' • 

- Perhaps that is tpo f l ippant-a characterization. 
In addi t ion there was some sense to such practice. 
Bert t i m e s a r e c h a n g i n g a n d r n o r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a l l 

aspects ofj Church life is' fal l ing wi th in the laity's 
province. jWfiether for pragmatic reasons — the 
f a l l o f f i n t l j fe n u m b e r s o f p r i e s t s a n d H e l i g i o u s — or* 
f o r ^ s o c i o l o g i c a l r e a s o n s — , t h e l a i t y is b e t t e r 
e d u c a t e d t o d a y a n d m o r e a w a r e o f e v e n t s : — t h e f a c t 
is thattho.se not of the cloth are b'eing asked to move 
up to the helm of this pilgrim ship. 

Regardless, of the reason, this greater sharing 
would seem to ' be the work of the Holy Spirit: 
Looking at i t frofn another angle, in those days of 
yore w'hen laymen .-were deemed capable only of 
f iscal responsibil ity, many were left "out. Not all 
laymen are f inancial ly astute: tit is a false assumption 
^u_i- ^ 1_.. :_ r* u_^__ a t balancing the 

or at organizing 
that the average lay person is-better 
books, or at pfofit^and-foss ledgers, 
fund drives, i t is a. f ac t that 'many pastors, then and 
n o w , a r e f a r b e t t e r a t s u c h j o b s t h a n 
l a y w o r n e n : -

m o s t l a y m e n o r 

S o . f o r m a n y i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n g r a t i f y i n g t o 

hear or read tha tB ishop Hogan an<| Father Douglas 
•Hol fman J d i rec to ro f PastoralMfnistrv, are exhort ing; 
' ' t t le : l a i t Y / p a j t f e t i r a r l y ; on \ p a r i s h c o u n c i l s . , t o t a k e a 

m o r e spF r i t qa f r o l e , i n t h e C h u r c h . 

• w 

We mus^t reassess p i r talents-and widen our self-
respect in such matters., Many lay ..people always 
have, been better a t rearing^ children in a Christian 

^'manner; for ins tance/ than dealing with business' 
complexities. Many feel more a t home saying a 
prayer to the Blessed Mother or to the saints or in 
reciting the blessing at meals than, in figuring out 
how to get money to pave parking lots. These values 

.should1 become incorporated in counci l doings. 

v••''.•••• Let's face i t , laymejn.w.ere stereotyped as one-
talented ere atu res, thej^ expertise: I im fed to/matters 
f i n a n c i a l . L i k e a l l b l a n k e t a s s u m p t i o n s , t h i s , w a s 

false-Some laymen guaf fy as f inancial ly adept; most 
HO n ' t But all .have otft.er special .gifts, that may have 
n o t - H i n g t o ' d Q w i t h d o l l a r s a n d c e n t s , , b u t w h i c h a r e 
'.neecteef " b y a l l t h e C h u r c h . Er r fbe l l i sh - t h e m ; ; w i t h 1 

prayer, and feel conf ident •en.b;i*g.^to\p.Ut them on thte 
conference-table at .'council meetings.. 

.Perlraps theln.'.-we wi l l be tranMopming- "onc| 
. t l0.dp-ia-; t i . i^e'>--T^to.nivTn^.4iapp. 'F-fy e v e r aft!er'- '•'. 
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Schools9 Goal: 
To B$ Unique 
Editor: 

. 
Anne B. Christoff 's rambl ing 

denunciation (Courier-journal, 
July 30, 1975)'of Cathol ic school 
educat ion. Bingo, and Black and 
Puerto Rican ministr ies was a 
cu r i ous e x a m p l e \ o f sho tgun 
accusations based pn, gratuitous 

•assumptions and I fuzzy pr in­
ciples. ! ' ' 

As we approach a bicentennial 
year, i t bothers me that anyone 
wou ld see: the genius of Amer ica 
as crushing the richness of varied 
e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d s i n t o a 
spiritless un i formi ty . The recent 
Italian Festival in Rochester is a 
good ' example of Americans 
celebrating the differences that 
make our unity attractive. 

Ms. Christoff, wh i le lament ing 
Church effqrts t o -bui ld, on the 
.distinctiveness o f Black and 

TPuerto Rican _ cultures, wants 
j Cathol ic schools that- are di'f-
i f e r e n t f romj publ ic schools. As7 a 

point o f - f p e t . Cathol ic school 
leadership ancLstaffs have been 
work ing \a make Catholic schools 
t ruly unique places o f learning. If 
they are l ike publ ic schools, i t , is 
in their wil l ingness to use con­
temporary approaches t o make 
instruction .reach the individual 
needs of students. Our test results 
cont inue to af f i rm t h e academic 

. (quality of Cathol ic schools. 

i . But equally important is the 
"less measurab le re l i g i ous 
dimension. Catholieschool staffs 
have i n v e s t e d . cons iderab le^ 
planning/and effort in responding 
to the-three-fold goal.outlined by 
the American [bishops .in their 
pastoral,"To Teach as Jesus Did." 
The formal teaching of religion! is 
one aspect of that. Building rathe. 
school an atmosphere of fa i th (a 
" fa i th communi ty " ) is another 
aspect. Showing young people 
their responsibil i ty to use their 
talents in service of others is a 
th i rd goal.-

No one wou ld contend tha t any 
Cathol ic school does all of this 
perfect ly. . However, I believe 
many parents wou ld attest that 
the efforts of their . children's 
Cathol ic school teachers to share 
fa i th informat ion and experience 
is a most we lcome addi t ion t o the 
family's contr ibut ion. 

One f inal thought for Ms. 
Christoff. If Bingo helps pay for 
this experience, long live Bingo! 
A n d God bless the many, .many 
people whose Volunteer work 
makes Bingo'possible. I doubt she 
really believes that Bingo 
prevents anyone f r o m praying .or 

, t i th ing. 

[Rev:] Daniel Brent 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Correction 
In'Lettei 
Editor: 

•30 Our letter 7-
should have 
copy of the I 
in the state o 
paper printed 

v*:i<i*«piVi**^1;",J-

Page 4 

i had a misprint. I t 
read " w e have a 

aws N O W standing 
New York." The 
"no t standing." 

Mpst o f the 250 laws con­
s idered " s e x - b i a s e d " and 
"unequa l " by the State Law 
Revision Comrriission, and which 
would be changed by voter 
approval of ERA, are beneficial 

' and/or protective to women. 
, They should not , in our op in ion , 
be changed. 

• Briefly surrmar ized, f ive of 
those laws jara; CPI.R 6101: 
Women are exefmpt f rom Civi l 
arrest. Gen. City L 9 1 : The mayor 
shall designate! two women to be 
in constant at tendanpewhere any 
woman "is conf ined after arrest. 
Insurance Lawi 2Q8, 458, and 470: 
Insurance rates on female risks 
may be calculated according to 
an age not more than three years 
younger than ^ctual age. Labor L 
378: Every mercant i le establish­
ment etc. whfere. women report 
for du ty shall prpvide and 
maintain sepa-ate washrooms or 
facil i t ies for each sex. Mi l i t . L. 2: 
The unorganized state mi l i t ia 
shall consist of able-bodied males 
between the ages of 17 and 45. 

the Equal Rights Amendment all. 
have something " i n , .common. 
None of the|se heeded to be made 
into law. -; 

Abortion was presented as a 
necessity for saving the l i fe of a 
mother or fjelping the rape v ic t im 
who might; become pregnant. 
Any doctor or distr ict attorney 
can attest t j r y w fact that before 
the law wasr passed these cases 
were takeni care of by doctors in 
hospitals. I 

The right of a patient to die 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g ex t rao rd ina ry 
efforts made to keep him' alive 
has been respected by every good 
doctor. No ' s u ' t s were ever 
brought against a doctor for 

. doing otherwise. 

The rights of women to equal 
pay and opportunit ies.along w i th 
all those rights named in the Life 
and Liberty Column a few weeks 
ago have been legally recognized 
or are presently in l i t igat ion. 

Passageiof all o f these in to law 
have far-reaching effects - that 
most of the populat ion do not 
want. They have been simpli f ied 
to look gciod and necessary, but 
they,are all dangerous because 
they give| some members of-
sot iety total [ lower over others. 

Mary Ann Jenseii 
152Mi lburnSt . 
Rochester, N.Y. 

14607 

There are numerous laws 
nafning the iusband, ! not the 
wi fe , as pr imar i ly responsible for 
the f inancial support of the 
fami ly uni t . There are laws 
protect ing, a wife's properties 
f rom the.debt settlements of her 
husband. There a're numerous 
l aws s p e c i f y i n g separa te 
restrooms and rest facil i t ies in 
establishment!!. 

'How will 
women if we 
"unequal laws' 

anything improve for 
"equal ize" these. 

Mr . and Mrs. Thomas H. Murphy 
91West|andAve. 

Rochester, N:Y. 14(618 

Renewal 
Necessity-
Editor: 

" T h e C h a r i s m a t i c Renewa l 
needs renews I" was the profound 
statement made by Father Alan 
T a m m a n y 
Charismatic Communi ty , Albany 
D iocese , tci t h e Rochester 
Diocese this past week. I hearti ly 
endorse this 

o f Emmanue l 

Murphy Series 
Commended 
Editor: 

Recently I have read the f ive 
series of articles from July 2 
through July 30, 1975 by Mrs. 

/ - •Nancy Murphy in her co lumn 
titled 'Life, Liberty and Law' in the 
Courier. Journal. > 

Our Commission has taken a -
stand against legalization of 
marijuanas From our experience, 
our Commission is most gratefuK 
to Mrs. Murphy in writing very 
intel l igently and wel l the articles 
and to ' you r newspaper for 
pr int ing them. It is cr i t ical ' ' that 
the recent scienti f ic facts con­
cerning mari juana be known to 
the people. The people o f pur 
state tharik Mrs. Murphy and the 
Courier Journal fpr making this 
vi tal informat ion available to the 
public. '• r 

David V. Moynihan 
Associate Drug Abuse 

{ Prevention Specialist 

statement. 

The renewjai needs t o begin 
w i th in the hearts o f each one of 
us to quote the Prophet Isaiah — 
"I have cal ed YOU by ypur 
name. YOU are MINE. " This call 
is to all the people o f God , but to 
the people of the charismatic 
movement it entails a complete 
dying of self to Jesus. Only Cod 
deserves the. glory- that is t o be 
given and it i ; on ly Cod w h o is t o 
be served, let us not glory in 
ourselves or seek t o maintain 
posit ion but et us give ourselves 
completely t o the w i l l o f our 
Father for each one of us that Hfs 
Kingdom may be established and 
served for His glory and praise. 

Let us be obedient and walk in 
His w i l l t ha t al l things be subject 
t o H im. Let LS rip! ourselves d r a l l 
p r ide w h i c h des t roys t h e . 
relationship and smothers1 the 
Spirit w i t h i n us. 

f irst, the Kingdom of 
slse w i l l be given t o : 

"Seek ye 
God and all 
y o u . " 

Richard E. Mahany 
Bethlehe "n Prayer Communi ty 

... 479 Coyewood Blvd. 
Webster, tvl.Y. 114580 

Regards ERA 
As 
Editor: ( 

Would Mention 
Unborrfs Rights 
Editors 

Throughout his "Spirit of .76" 
(Courier-Journal 7/30/75), Bishop 
Hogan overlooks one of the most 
vi tal issues o f our t ime, as we l l as 
one of the most essential rights In 
the Cons t i tu t ion '— the right to 
l i fe. I d id not f ind any ment ion of 
the fac t tha t unborn babies are 
brutal ly bieing'denied the igift of 
l ife. ' 

,. | 
He states that the denial of 

. " legi t imate demands for eiquality 
by w o m e n " is a social injust ice. 
Yet t o o many of the same women 
that cry. 1'Rights! Equality]!" also 
scream '"'A woman's r ight t o 
abo r t ! " . 1 

Laura Schuhart 
1404 Whalen Road 

Penfield, N.Y.%526 

M o y e m 
abort ion.and 

k̂ ' 

e i t s to., legalize' 
euthanasia andpiass 

Letters intjfenctedVl,, 
publ icat ion must be addressed 
to Op in ion , Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut! St., Rochester>)N.Y. 
14604. | 

They should be n o longer 
than 1 ^ 1 / 2 pages;: t yped 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The; paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letteVs. I -
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