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Life, Liberty 
, and Law _ 

l-v the 

Nancy Murphy 
[First in a series] 

" W e must restore . . . . the 
Ivirtue. of for t i tude as. i t is un 
derstood in our moral teaching. 
fe, for t i tude. For is there any 
ust i f icat ion for the idea of a 
yeak Christianity? A Christianity 
without firmness win i t s , con

v i c t i o n s , agnos t i c , i n d i f f e r e n t , 
f i c k l e , o p p o r t u n i s t i c and 
cowardly? Mot iva ted by a fear.of 
what people w i l l say? 

"Is it. a new, and authentic 
(Chr is t ian i ty , o n e w h i c h in 
practice is ready to conform , rn 

, every way With the surrounding 
environment and which is taci t ly 

' anxious above all. t o avoid dif
ficulties,, cr i t ic ism and irony; one 
which! is clearly eager to take 
advantage of every oppor tun i ty 
to cu t \ a f ine f igure of gain ad
vantages, to steer clear of t rouble 
and carve out a career? 

"Wha t has become o f the o ld 
education to personal Character, 
moral courage and-soc ia l con
sistency?! To the sense of duty? 
And of responsibil i ty?" 

This series of columns wi l l be 
devoted to articles appearing in 

jhtk V a t i c a n ^ newspaper 
fOsservatore Romano. I t begins 
w i th .the wajrds_bf the Holy Father, 
Pope Paul V I ; spoken dur ing the 
general audience Wednesday, 
May 26,1975.The fa i th fu l , in shirt 
sleeves' and\ cot tons, f i l led the 
ample space of St. Peter's Square 
'— and l is tened." 

"Let us keep i t clearly in m ind : 
.a Christian, a Cathol ic par
t icular ly, ; must be strong. W e 
m e a n s t ror ig s p i r i t u a l l y and 
moral ly. A fol lower-of Christ must 
not be afraid . . . He has a duty 
of ..testimony which, frees h im 
f rom t im id i ty and opportunism 

Q u o t i n g f r o m St. T h o m a s 
Aquinas' who wro te "That wh ich 

ause o f itself.[s : free; onty 
.rbein<>s-\vhicb -ixiOy.e ihp-mselves: 
yhave treie'dbm- I M e i a p h . -MK%: 

•| the,Pope declared."that Catholics 
nuist .\\'«jrVh that we dp not 

. " b w o m e meaningless in the 
wor ld of the Spirit, and perhaps 
Mit ' iome) accomplices in the 
c onimon. ruin. (VVe must . not 
^eek), in undue recourse to bur 
personal freedom-, a pretext to' 
surrender to the yoke of other 
peoples' inadmissible opinions. 

i " T h e .modern . • t e n d e n c y 
• therefore to abolish all ethical or 

personal effort . . . is Jiot the 
prelude to real progress in the 
truly human sense. The Cross is 
always straight fn f ront of us, and 
it summons us to moral strength, 
spiritual for t i tude and sacrifice, 
wrfich tnakes us l ike Christ, and 
can save ourselves arid the. 
wor ld . " 

The- vir tue of for t i tude. The 
duty df test imony. The yoke of 
inadmissible opinions. The Cross. 
Sacrifice. Mora l -strength. The 
words of the Holy Father are 
clear, and they r ing w i th the 
beauty of their s impl ic i ty. But 
.they are fr ightening-a$ we l l , for • 
they i l luminate the nagging t ru th 
which has always been a part of 
our human condi t ion — moral 
weakness, - | -

We are weak. We always have 
been and we- always w i l l be. W e 
pamper the th ing ' ca l led. I: W e ' 
submit to inadmissible,opinions 
w i th silent inaction-, wear ing the 
yoke.in place of the heavy Qoss. 
We have replaced sacrifice w i t h , 
personal f reedom; and moral 
courage w i th mora l compromise. 
We base i t all on the superficial 
l og ic of t e c h n o l o g i c a l e x - , 
ped iency . A n d we ca l l - i t 
humanism. . ' i , 

The f r u i t s are a b u n d a n t : 
ava r i ce , abo r t i on ' , eu thanas ja , 

• steri l ization,,suicide, drug abuse, 
fetal experimentat ion, perversion 
and pornography — and the 
legalization of each. 

But the words of Pope Paul out 
through the haze of humanism 
wi th the simple call t o Christijan . 
labor. And for Catholics, that 
labor starts w i t h thefeadershipiof 
the Vat ican. W e must teach the 
for t i tude, the principles, tjhe 
mercy and the justice of Christ 
. . . in our own homes. Family" 
unity requires it. Our chi ldren 
demand it. 

It is a relief t o answer that 
'refreshing cal l : 

Next week: The Pastoral • t ie r 
from the Bishops of Ireland. ., 
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CARPETS & DRAPERIES 
ONE OF THE LARGER UPHOLSTERERS IN THE AREA 
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/ Twenty years-ago; a group of 
/volunteers set up a rripbile social' 
service agency for the ,migrant. 
farm workers- of Wil l iamson;'" 
distr ibut ing emergency rations, 
c loth ing and other necessities 

v fronji the trunk of an automobi le. 

Npw the agency J the Come-
Uni ty Center, has two fu l l - t ime 

~ employes and .serves thousands 
of people f rom a/store at 6 East 
Ma in St._ The trouble is, the 
quarters rented' for the past six 
years have been sold, and Come-. 

-Un i t y needs 530,000 to" buy and 
renova te a nearby b u i l d i n g . . 
W i thou t a] place t o move to , the 
center may have t o close by .the 
middle ofj August, according t o 
Jed DeYoung of Webster, a 
member of t he board. 

Come-Unity operates under the 
aegis,„of the. Wayne County Rural 
Ministry, and- in recent yeans has 
received sorne suppor t - f rom the 

Office of Human Development. 
I t does things that government 

agencies can't do*:DeYoung sa id / 
and has handled referrals f rom 
the latter in nearlv 1.000 fami ly 
cases. Being free of red tape, i t 
has the f lexib i l i ty needed for a 

b j j i ck response t o emergency, he 
sa id . ! , - ' : • - ' " • 

Th£ center offers! services to all 
poor people of the area, 'migrants, 
settlers, o ld residents, Hispanic, 
b l a c k , w h i t e , t h e f o o d i t 

,dispensed lastyeai j amounted to 
more than 20,000 meals, DeYoung 
reported /Clo th ing £nd household 
goods were • provided tfor many 
t h o u s a n d s , he i sa t r j ; t r a n 
sportat ion, for 400} -

. I ts o p e r a t i o n s are. geared 
basically t o the needsSef farm 
workers, he.expla ine jd^because 
often they do not> stay long 
enough in one place1 t o qual i fy for 
welfare. He said that government 
statistics s h o w - $1,900 as the 
average to ta l earned in a year by 
a fami ly of farm workers, and that 
49 years is the average l i fe ex
pectancy among them. 

First-Jiand informat ion about 
the center may be obtained by 
c a l l i n g C o m e - U n i t y , 315 /589 -
8967. . 

Anyone who wants to wr i te a 
check should make it payable to 
Edward Harris., treasurer, WCRM 
Building Fund, whose address is 
113 Prospect St. Newark, N.Y. 
14513. 

Education Team 
Meets Taday 

Elmira — A planning session 
for the 1975-76 program year w i l l 
be held today by the educa'tionaP 
service team : of the Chemung-
Schuvler Region at the Neigh
borhood House. 

•On. the agenda are discussions 
on |what catechists wi l l be doing 
early i n the-school year and ways 

. to serve the needs of four th year ' 
students. Everyone interested is 
invi ted. Members of educat ion 
boards,, committees or;teams are 
expected t o at tend. 

The " r e g i o n a l . e d u c a t i o n a l 
service.team wi l l be considering 
programs w i t h an , eye towards 
regional responsibil i ty. However, 
local groups carl also use some of 
the regional ideas or implement 
their own projects. 

ST. CHARLES B O R R O M E O 
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CORONATION FEAST art FflSKEfl ShRIHG 
Town of Lewiston, Youngstown, N.Y.. 

{Swan Road, off Rt. 1.8.) , 

UNDAY, AUGUST 10,1975 
2:3G P.M. - FATIMA PAGEANT 
4:00 P.M. - Solemn Coronation Ceremony 
with Rosary and Benediction \ ; 

5:00 P/M. - Mass . j -
8:130 P.M. - Candlelight Rosary Procession 

I EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
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KEELER PARK 
Come up to Modern Living 

Keeler Park Apartments, located at the junction of the Koeler Expressway and Hudson 
Avenue, offers 16 floors of convenient living: brand new electric ranger individually con
trolled heat, spacious.sunny rooms. Onsite parking, two laundromats and community 
rooms for elderly and children add to the concept of total modern living. For applicants 
qualifying within income limitations, rent, including all utilities is: '{-•••' 

I One Bedroom—$160 Twabedrooms--$180 
Call 338-3400 for further information and appointment. 
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