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| If a stranger were to! drive into the
g churchyard of Sacred Heart in Perkinsville 9o
weekday morning, hj would- Sense
omething different. In the backyard some
~ kids would be swinging while others played
ith Tim’s pups, and Tim, Father Timothy.
’ }\/Ve\ider, might be down in,a hole ‘with two
. ouths unearthing the 'sﬁ?tic tank. That's
here He was one recent morning. “Country
. " plumbing,” he chuckled as| he climbed out.
o The buildings, look .liike church, but
’ ‘ everything feels {ike home, o
“Home,” Father Weider explained_inside
o t[ri'ends’ Innh where he lives, “is not a place. It
- is an atmosphere of love where a human
eing can evolve into personhood.
“A .community is the gathering and
utual supperting of homes. Christianity is -
. essentially communal.” ~
t Since his days in the :Secular ‘Mission,
| ather Weider, young, bearded, dressed. in
pveralls with a torn knee, has’ been in-
erporating his ~concept. of home into
rograms ‘that create “farmiilies.” -
 Working near Perkinsville in«the Seéular
ission, “a. free lanCe rural apostolate,”
ather Weider was .able to “loo
arish” when Father Thomas Kan
astor of Sacred Heart, became
Father Weider recounted that at ‘hat time
here was talk of closing the parish) lgaving
hurches.in nearby"\{\{ay‘lana_ar'\d Dar‘\sville to
erve the community. He asked instead’ that
he parish be kept open as|a resource centet
o the rural apostolate. “The only way we can
jju,sti,fy our existence is to reach out anﬁ serve
beyond our community,” he said..” *
The Perkinsville work began eigh,t\\years
“ gowhen Father Weéider organized the parish
ouncil, “one ofithe first in the diogese, If not’
he first.” The spirit of that body was ca—s‘u(:ally'
Ea”ptured when one of its members stopped
o ask Father Weider iff_the,g‘
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could, meet that:

‘ bvight_ where one of the other membefs was
orking because he didn’t )‘Nan,t, to' miss ther

after the

ulti-faceted|
utgrown its

they’ leave.”
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v Project REACH was also the beginning.
i

church facil’itles. Father Weide
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We're a:seedbed,” he explained, “We stait
' projects, but-when they -are strong ‘eénough
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has: sinc

the project

- the old school is now a

Project REACH headquiarters have moved
Cohocton. Its volunteer medical, and
dental programs have become part of the Tri-

- : County Medical Program with centers in
' Nunda, Dansville, and Cohocton..The day
' - . |care center formigrant chijdren that began in
H ear around child
|development center housed in Wayland.
Clothing and food stores have also relocated
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