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Posfeaji Rates Arid 
Public Interest 

t h e following 
W a s h i n g t o n Post of 

ed i to r ia l is rep r in ted fro.m t h e 
July 16. 

As a newspaper w i t h abou t 10,000 m a i l sub­
scr ibers, and even more" as part b f t he c o m p a n y tha t ' 
pub l ishes Newsweek , w e have cjn obv ious corpora te- , 
i n t e res t in keep ing the posta l Fates for p u b l i c a t i o n s ; 

•reasonably l o w . B u i o u r interesjt, w h i l e n o t en t i re l y 
-self less, is no t w h o l l y sel f ish <pither. H o w e v e r i m ­

po r tan t low postage costs m a y ' b e t o gefteral-
c f r cu la t i oh .magazines, those rates are" far more v i ta l . 
t o thousands o f smal ler and m o r e specia l zed 
pub l i ca t ions , t h a t depend on t h e ma i l . -These rajnge' 
f r o m w e e k l y newspapers t o scho lar ly W i r n a l s , f r o m 
re l ig ious magazines, t o per iod ica ls fo r farrr jers, 
c h i l d r e n , gardeners , professionals and Hobbyists pi a. 
t housand k inds . Such publicatiori |S, w h i c h so enjr ich 
our na t tpna l life,]; are the ones m o s t - d i r e c t l y *and 
i m m e d i a t e l y t h rea tened by the cur-rent jsharp 
escalat ionVin second-class pos ta l rates. ' J . ' ' 

l l y , na t i ona l p o l i c y has been t o he lp 
Cost o f c i r cu la t i ng ideas and m-

H is to r i 
keep d o w n t he c;ost o t c i r cu la t i ng 
f o r m a t i o n t 'hroVghl the mai ls . In t he ear ly days p f t he 
repub l i c , of e o u \ s e l t h e m a i l w a s t h e ' m a i n chan|nel o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s \ a m o n g fa r - f l ung c i t i zens , an,d t h e 
nat ion 's leaders _pghtiy v i e w e d e f f i c ien t , ' low-cos t 
postal , serv ice as .essential t b pub l i c e d u c a t l o p and 
t h e - s u r v i v a l q f ce rnoc racy . - T h r o u g h o u t the! 19 th 
cen tu ry ,Congress several t imes rea f f i rmed t he p o l i c y 
o f fos te r ing the.growtrv\pf newspapers and magaz ines 
by m a i n t a i n i n g cheap postal fateb. The d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f rad io and t e l e v i s i o n \ i i d n o t u n d e r c u t th is p r i n ­
c i p l e , f o r pub l i ca t i ons arad b roadcas t ing are com 
p l e m e n t a r y . m e d i a , w i t h V iagcp ines p r o v i d i n g t h e 

.dep thsd i ve rs i t y ar d specia l ised!serv ices" t h a t qannot i 
be f u r n i s h e d over t he a i rwaVef . 

W i t h i n t he pas t several years, however , Congress 
and t h e Postal Service, have tu i 
t r a d i t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e - t b a t t h e .pulpie interest jus t i f ies 
l o w second-c lass postal: rates, '/?s 
p u t pos ta l serv ice on^a businessJl ikV.^asis,,Congress. 
app roved a gradual/Tphasing- in 

ned away f r o m t h e 

part of- t h e e f f o r t t o 

of l igher . rates, inn 
t e n d e d H o re f lec t t f je - fu l l ce>~st of ' t r anspo r t i ng 
newspapers and magajzines. A t t h e same t i m e , t h e 
fa i l u re o f the f o e t a l Service t o f u 
business has pushed a l fates u p and up . /^s a resul t of 
t h e s e ' t w o fac to rs , second-class rates' have a l ready 
.gone u p ?0 pert c e n t s i r c e 1 9 7 1 , A n o t h e r hifcej ajrea'dy 
schedu led wb i i i l d Bvi'ng t h e t o ta l increases to. 1^5 per 
c e n t n e x t y e a r . O n t o p o f t h a i , an admin i s t ra t i ve 
fudge hasrecommended further (Increases tha't^vbuld 
r r i a k e " m a i l i n g costs pVohibi t ivej j . for subscr ibers t o 
countfe.ss newspapers and magi iz ihes. 

; . "Faced w i t h a s i m i 
President George . Wash 
f u l l c o n v i c t i o n o f t he 
circulation tot polltfca 
w i l l , I: d o u b t , n o t , lead 
r e m e d y . " In m u c h th 
committee has"just 
the form of a p.7-bil.l 
serv ice Subsidies o f the 
Ionly Kelp- Qu rb f u r t h e r i 
b u t w o u l d .also h e l p 

| n o t a f a l l o r p e r m a n e n t 
woe$r t h e b f l k f s an im 
p r i n c i p l e t h a t the pos ta l 
n o t j u s t a n o t h e r bus in 

a f p r o b l e m in t h e ear ly 1790s, 
ington. t o l d Congress t ha t Va 

importance of facil i tatihgtm 
intelligence and inform;atipri\ 

t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f a 
e- same sp i r i t , a J-iouse sub-

recommended a partial remedy in 
ion-per-year increase in pyblfc 

pos ta l sys tem. This w o u l d : "Hot 
ncreases in second-class rates, 

nrjieet o ther ! posta l costs. W h i l e 
so l u t i on t£> t he na t ion 's posta l 
pp r tan t stjep back t o w a r d - t h e 

serv ice is a p u b l i c serv ice, 
ess. I ' -' 

Israel's CU 
Seen Valid 
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The W-O-Hd; Football Conference-m^ay be on shaky 
grauncisi^ most fespeiits but it certainly took a firm ) 
and; positive step forward when pn;e ofi.its teams, tne 
Ehttedelphla. BeUywan*;d ;a?biaGk-ro an'f1isrbead--coae-h'.x 

Wiilie Wood >js the first? black liead xioach iri ''-major.J 
league football, since the T920s. N"" 

Professional basketball, has J ^ g t s 
blacks f-j,n ;'m^h:ag^nra1,;/-j?qs1-ti0nfs>:.'0pî ^r|.o:i special:';, 
probler|TsL It to^ 
pastime, almost a: century to. rriake it, 

.-:: >$oy>noj$ ^ t ^ £ 
- ^p ro fe^J^ r ta^ fpg tb ia l i , ..j^VViefG6iti.^*o:-;tfe^'.'^^i4id->* "•'"'-'-

Editor: 
In his letter 

7/16/75), Kenneth 
accuses Father Atwell of 
the- Bible as a "valid 

(Couriers- Journal,, 
.O'Loane 

quoti ng 
reference 

source for political!-disputes on a 
. particular territory" (Israel).. He 

then proceeds! by the same 
method, referring to Scripture 
(Galatians) to conclude that "the 
true descendants 6i Abraham" 

. (those, who should rightfully 
inherit: the land?) are-"pi act icmg 
Christians, who accept the 
fullness'of revelati'on brciught by 
Christ and'the Hbly Spiiit."" 

'"''. Firm grounds for the faunding 
of the State of Israel can be 

- established- with6ut%ecourse to 
rel igious, referencest There have 
always beep -sizabl^ rturnbers of 
Jews Iivink Tn -Palestine. -They 
were a rjnajority in tljie area 
allotted to them .by the uHr 

; resolution and have laeen , k 
rrrajoritv in Jefusalerfi. for the last 

. hundred ^ears. Thisi falls within 
Mr. O'toane's def in i t ion of 
"immemorial possessiorj." The 
Balfour Declarationr reciognized 
the' historftal" association of the 
Jewish people with Palestine, and. 
•this was later confirmed by the 
League of Nations Mandate. In-
1947 the UN partition resolution 
was pjassed, and in 1949 the State 
o|f Israel was formal Iyx^dmitted> 
ai^d- recognized- as a. State'by a 
majority o f the nations of the 
worJd. 

It is true, as Mr. O'Loane says, 
that at the time or the partition 
the Arabs were a -majority in 
Palestine as a whole. This was 

. due to the rapid development 
brought about by Zionist set­
tlement. Opportunities for .work 
and education attracted ah influx 
of Arabs jfrom sursrouriding 
countries,, while, at the same time 
the "perfidious". British, under 
Arab pressure, began- to. restrict 
Jewish immigrat ion inter" the 

country: Finally, just when;,they 
were desperately trying.to escape 
Hitler's "final solut ion/ ' the ban 
on Jewish -imrpigration was made *' 

. complete.. 
Mr. O'Loane says "the Balfour 

Declaration gave the; Jews cause 
to think they, could have carte 
blanche to a- sizable part of 
Palestine.". They soon learned 
otherwise when Colonial 
Secretai-y; Winstb'h Churchi l l ; cut 
away about .four-fifths of , 
Palestine;! some; 35(000 ;square / 

- miles, an9 created the .new state 
of Transjprdah. Today, the Arab 
League covers an area of more 
than five million square miles 
with a population estimated at-
134" million. (1.974 Associated 
Press Afmapafc), .Saudi Arabia;. a 
part of this empire, controls the 
largest of! reserves Fn the world. 
Israel ;has a terr i tory o f less than 
9,QfJ0,sjquafe miles/.a population. 
under'r:3 :.qpiillipn, arid there are 

j-many who would deny them even 
nhisIsmail nfche. 

* LOOK X t IT THIS WAS>—.OdP IS LOS^E, S O H E . 
VW& ON SOUK SiPE IN EVERV G A ^ E WE rVMEVf' 

problem: very-well iq his booklet, 
A Christian Vi'ew of l$rael: "The 
politics of theiState of Israel and^ 
its. theology \ should ,. be kept 
scrupulously apart. On the oiher' 
hand, political beliefs hosltile; to 
the State of Israel cannot, in their 
turn, be% allowed to inhibit { an 
open and honest theological 
exploration ofi Israel's existence 
and meaning . . . the Apostle 
(Paul) makes, clear that Jews still 
'have'the covenants . . . . and the 
promises. . . . (Rom 9:4-5)-; that 
Gdd's gifts are' irrevocable'.(Rom 
11:29); that because of our 
common patrimony -Jews are 
'most dear' (Rom 11:28)." 

Cant we ignore the moving 
prophecies in the Old Testament 
foretelling the return to Israel of 
her people after 2,000 years of 
exile? 'Behold, I'will bring them 
.from • the north country, and. 
gather them from the farthest 
parts of. the earth _̂_. . He who 
scatterjki Israel will gather him, 
and wijiil keep him as a shepherd 
keeps his flock," (Jer 31) 

For one^who believes the Bible 
to be the "word of Cod,, it seems' 
insensitive riot only to invalidate 
Scripture as a reference tb the 
State,of .IsraeJ another people, but 
also to question the firm, moral 
and j j r i d i ca l foundat ion on, 
which, they rest. 

Mrs. Sidney J. Wilkin 
6309 Shore Acres 

Hilton, NY. 14468 
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Editor: 

On June .13, fiishdp Hickey 
addressed t h e g r a d u a t i n g c lass o f 

Our Lady of Mercy High School. 
Hjs tal <, based"on considerations 
of the coming bicentennial year, 

brought out the fundamentally 
Christian origins o f our 'oount ry , 
and his message to the^graduates 
was tq "continue" the'-Christian 
culture and attitudes that our 
founding fathers, expressed. 

Now it is certainly true -that 
there was an integrally.Christian 
impetus .involved in the begin­
nings of our nation.. The bishop 
could have ment ioned , the 
famouj statement in. Article 3 of 
the -Northwest r Ordinance ' that 

, weds rel igion : to j education:-
"Rel ig ion, mora l i ty , ( ^and; 
knowledge,, being1 necessary 
to good . government and the 
happir ess of mankind; schools-
arid th 5 means of eduGation shjal I.-, 
foreve- be encouKag^d.'^He cbu|d 
'have- TrifentiiOiried- --• GebBge-
Wa;i(hi|hgtorj'̂  f irst : Irfaiugufal-

••'. adcltess,- -fn .-'Vwi'rerV -buir first" 
;. President .stateel that •"- ; , • it 
?' yi'ouid be peculia'riy^mpfoperto" 
:. prtiit • in this first dfficial;,;a<|t:9Tiy • 
, ferye'ri:l.; sup'p,lij£iau'6ris . * M . ; jthaj 

Almjghty Being- Who rules over 
.. t|ie;Unw^ 
" councils offfVatidnsi and vyhbisfe, 

tprpvidjehtial ^Md# j'ie&rt'-l- supply ~ 
.#yery - ihurhan! *defeetC'r v^p?-|ie.ii 
-: cou Id v h^Ve: '"'irhention ed / ' the 
• ' ^ t ^ ^ ' % \ ' t H ^ ' ^ ^ f ! a W i Q n ; . ^ l . . , . % , . 
. rndependence. t6f-tfte eff#ct tha t ^ ints; ; t«vd Jay^rxieriy !;_ 

- . " ' , ^ } ' . - * t / ' : * : ^ ' " • • ' " " : ' ' • • ' " • ' " ' ' • ' : * ' - ' l - " : - ~ r t ; . ; - ' • :]";* -.~~' ' * • ^ - ' • • • ' • ' • • ' • ' ' • ' • : " 

all men ". ..; are endowed by 
their Creator wi th ^ certain 
inalienable rights." 

Bu t . what j surpr ised and 
disappointed me about the 
^shop's talk is that he apparently 
subscribes to the superstition that 
this is still a | Christian country, -
when some of the most basic 
attitudes regarding Christian 
living have b^en torn up by the 
roots and discarded. Three . 

• exampl es wi II] suffi ce : 

- Although Ijt was intended that , 
religion was" to be-integral with 
education, !the First Amendment 
has been pervferted to completely 
extirpate Religion from [public 
schools. TH^only alternative now 
to Catholid schools is ptheis't ' 
schools. 

.' ! ' - ! 
- In Christian terms, greed is 

consdered immoral, but the 
entire economic iife o|f the 
country is'basedj on corporate 
greed. Giant Corporations, 'banks, 
and foundations, with enormous 
financial power, have exploited' 
the poor countries of the1 world 
and have funded the obscenity of 
"population control" to ensure 
their continued dominance over 
the world's economy. (PoJDe-Paul 
has excoriated "the international 
imperialism of money," and , 
Popes -from Leo XIII on have 
condemned not only communism 
but-aiso'the evils.of laisse'z faire 
capitalism-) . * \ 

•I 

- The. Supreme Court has sanc-
tiqned the most.terrible evil that 
the world hjas. known, in ap­
proving the' vjhoiesale murder of 
unborn children. ! , • 

Thus, in rriy opinion, Bishop 
Hickey missed ariioppprtunffy to 
present a significant message. He 
told the graduates, to "continue" 
a'Christian civ i l izat ion that does 
nut exist. He could have Idld. 
them, to be reblistjc, that-they are 
part ic ipat ing jin. a| society«-which 
has largely j abandoned "that 
Almighty Being who rules over 
the universe/ ' an enormous•< 
wealthy and [acquisitive society 
that ignores the iDoverty of the1 

mass.of .mankind,^ a society that 
approves thai slaughter of the. 
innocents. He cp i / l d . have 
mentioned what, the "graduates 
are likely to be up against,' the 
persoirial heroism t ha t their 
responsibil i ty as' witrijesses for 
:ChnstrnightclallJpr;.ahd the deep 
Christian hope and J joyful -faith 
that they will! certainly required 
He eould( ha^e told; them that t-
therr* mission is t o . gradually . 
restore[a^ senseiof Christian Values 
•to pur nation. He cptild haye 
even ^ meotiongdi^irir ̂ relation. to' . 
what One wfirnah -can ^doJ~the- * 
fexaifiples^of^^ j ^ th^ ihes bf-^iena; * *.' 
Francis ?<avieF: Cabnni5*Elfeabj6th' 
" " ' • " ' L arid: t ^ rb thy / :Day^ ; ' 

tihefetreatecfe f fbm 

;Bailey?Setpn, 
Biit as: iisee 
riesr^hsi,bnity^:%;; :settfihg^ i fpir.a 
ejiauvinistic platitude. 

r.eje; 

Robert Knille 
102 Lynnwood Drive 

Rochestier/N.Y. 14618 
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