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Editorial 

New Pro-life! Unit 
There is bad news fo r those w h o cons is ten t l y try-

t o s tereotype the .p ro - l i f e m o v e m e n t as s o m e sort o f 
sinister R o m a n Catho l i c Church pljot t o impose its 
w i l l o n t h e masses. ' , 

In W a s h i n g t o n , D C - , a .group o f p r o m i n e n t 
. Protestants, i n c l u d i n g Mrs . Ruth Bel l C r a h a m , w i f e of 
evangelist Billy Craham, has formed a Christian. 
A c t i o n C o u n c i l tha t w i l l stress non-Roman Catho l i c 
o p p o s i t i o n t o a b o r t i o n . : j , „ „ . J / . 

According to Religions' 'News!Service, the two 
• b a s i c g o a l s o f t h e c o u n c i l a , re< to r e n h l n ' d n o n - C a t h o l i c 

Chr is t ians t h a t " v i r t ua l l V
l a l l £h r ist ians f r o m t h e 

beginning have.been against permissive abortion and 
for the protection of all human life";; and "to make, 
clear t o lawmakers tha t abo r t i on ' and re la ted 
p rob lems are no t ' mere ly sectar ian or* ' d o c t r i n a l ' 
issues bu t o f f u n d a m e n t a l impo r t ance t o t h e w h o l e 
of Western c iv i i i -zat ion. ' ' ' : " .* ' 

The ac t i ng c o u n c i l cha i rman , Dr. Haro ld O.J. 
B rown , a v i s i t i ng pro fessor , at T r in i t y Evangel ical 
D i v i n i t y S c h o o l , said the k r imed ia te purpose is t o 
emphas ize t h a t defense of t he u n b o r n , t h e aged , t h e 
i l l and " u n w a n t e d " is no t l i m i t e d t o Roman Catho l i cs , , 
as the press o f ten , imp l ies . |: 

The Cour ier-Journal has f e e n t r y i n g t o make this 
p o i n t for some t i m e and h o p e th is new o rgan i za t i on 
w i l l ' be successful rn c la r i f y ing it . W e have l ong fe l t 
tha t i t is a p l oy o f ant i - l i fe forces t o charac ter ize the i r 
opponen ts as " R o m a n " t o appeal to an t i -Catho l ic 
b igo t ry . 

l i fe m o v e m e n t 
suppo r t to our 

an uno f f i c i a l 
l l i am Bent ley,. 

'Evangelical 
a ped ia t r ic 

W e hope .all Catho l ics in t he pro-
w j i l go ou t o f the i r way t o g ive the i r 
Christian and other faith brethren who speak out in 
this cause. , • | 

t 

W h e n you w r i t e to your congressman let hitm 
know tha t a m o n g the members o f j th is new an t i -
abo r t i on g roup are Dr. J.A.O. Preus,, p res ident of the 
Lutheran Churchr-Missouri Synod ; the Rev. Carro l l E. 
S imoc , ed i to r of t h e L iv ing C h u r c h , 

' E p i s c o p a l magaz ine ; the Rev. Wi 
president? o f i t he Na t iona l Black 
Assoc ia t i on ; Q. Everett K o o p , M .D . , 
surgebn; t he Rev. Peter C. M o o r e ' a n Episcopal 
c le rgyman a n d , ; d i rec to r of t h e Fe l lowsh ip of 
Christ ians, in Univers i t ies and 'Schools; D r . H o w a r d 

• T h o m a s o f G o r d o n Col lege, and the Rev. J. Rober tson 
M c Q u i l k i n , p res iden t o f C o l u m b i a E i | l e ' C o l l e g e . 

M a n y in the Catho l i c Chu rch ' renriain qu ie t on 
abo r t i on in t he in terest of keep ing t i f e peace. They 
are conce rned abou t al l t he o ther phages of l i fe in a 
p lu ra l i s t i c 'Soc ie ty . ! . , 

W o u l d n ' t it be hear ten ing if those w h o t h o u g h t 
that w a y were t o rea l ize tha t .there; is a b o n d o f 
t hough t r u n n i n g t h rough most ma jo r fa i ths tha t 
abor t i on o n d e m a n d is wrong? W o u l d n ' t i t be sur
pr is ing for those w h o wor ry abou t hur t ing , the 

sfeel ings o f others t ha t t h e pro- l i fe m o v e m e n t may be 
.indeed more of a b o n d than a dividejr' a m o n g bodies 
of peoples? 

Mbs t o f us have s tood u p . t o be coun ted on this 
issue. N o w let's a l l .do i t ; yo'U may be surpr ised who 's 
standing, next to y o u . 

"There are s t rong , pressures 

c o n f o r m and»bear ch 

w o m e n are made to 

on w o m e n to 

i l d ren , and many y o u n g mar r i ed -
feel there is something ..wrong 

with them if they do not wish t© become mothers. 
Every w o m a n has a r gh t t o de te rm ine the size o f her 

. f a m i l y or , i f she wishes, t o have n o ch i l d ren a t a l l . " 

Star t ing f r o m t ha t f em in i s t v i e w p o i n t , a- y o u n g 
w o m a n in England then proceeds j t o ' m a k e some 
devas ta t ing po in t s regard ing a b o r t i o n . ; ' 

" A b o r t i o n cer ta in ly is no t happy "fcjr t he c h i l d , " 
she understates, " a n d can have unloreSeen adverse 
e f f e c t s / p h y s i c a l l y or . men ta l l y , o n w o m e n - From 
c o n c e p t i o n the re is ano the r person i n v o l v e d , w h o s e 
r ights are equa l t o those of his rtt other,. , fa ther or 
a n y o n e .else. W e d o no t so lve t he Th i rd W o r l d f o o d 
crises bir-genocide. We do not relieve the conditions 
of workers, colored immigrants or battered babies in 
this country by prescrioing death fori these people, so 
w h y ^abor t ion?" • 1 1 

/ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g propaganda by o rgan iza t ions 

w h i c h a t t e m p t t o pa in t the p ro l l i f e m o v e m e n t 

Roman Catholic, this woman is a selj-described "left-
wing agnostic." She is divorced with two children 
and was "born illegitimate but hav^ no complaints 
about,-being allowed to live." 

Pjersons of all religious. persuasions, or even 
those lacking such beliefs, are publ 
abortion or* demand fo r w h a t i t is ^ . g e n o c i d e . 

cly denouncing 

Pro-Lifers 
'Get Busy9 

Editor: 

I t behooves every reader t o 
famil iar ize himself w i th Paul 
Marx's booklet Death Wi thou t 
Dignity. 

The death peddlers are at it 
a g a i n . T h e p e o p l e w h o s o l d 

abortion wifji fast slogans like 
" r i g h t t o p r i v a c y , " " w o m a n ' s r ight -
to choose," and "every chi ld a 
wanted c h i l d " have now prepared 
a new semantic arsenal of "right 

to-die," "assisting nature," "death 
w i t h digni ty," "merc i fu l release," 
etc. 

Are these people really in 
terested in seeing that no patient ' 
is kept alive by extraordinary 
means at extraordinary expense? 
No. Nobel Prize w inn ing biologist 
Francis Clark advocates com
pulsory death for all at age 80. 
(He also advocated legislation 
declaring that infants not be 
declared alive unt i l they are two 
days o ld and cert i f ied as healthy.) 

Dr. Joseph Fletcher, professor 
o f medical ethics, proposed in 
1971 ki l l ing a defective chi ld 
whose parents refused to listen to 
reason. This same man. is the 
newly elected president of the 
Euthanasia Society , b f America . 
which has changed its name to 
Society for the Right i to Die, Inc., 
w h i c h t hey k n e w | leg is la tors 
wou ld f i nd more palatable. Many 
of these legislators were able t o 
rationalize abort ion for the cases 
o f ' rape t h a t resu l ted in 
pregnancy. Obviousiy they never 
researched the minute numbers, 
and gave us abort ion on com
mand. 

Wi l l these same legislators give 
usi legalized eutharjasia? What 
can we do? , 

A n a t i o n a l H i man L i fe 
Amendment wou ld hfelp, but let's 
get busy. ' 

The 1974 task force of Alethea 
Center on Death ari'd Dying, in 
Syracuse, out l ined a 10-year plan 
for imposing euthanasia on the 
United States. 

Margaret Finucane 
1 284 Canterbury Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 14607 

Courier Feature 
Appreciated 
Editor: 

H o w g r a t e f u l w e are at 
Ecumenical Trends for this very 
b e a u t i f u l and i n t e res t i ng 
development of an ecumenical 
dimension of the Bicentennial 
and its religious dimensions (Your ^ 
Heritage). We wou ld like to offer 
our thanks t o you for a beauti ful 
job. • • 

[Rev.] Charles Angel l , S.A. 
Editor 
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' IhjJ A WAV, I GUESS WE VQ HAVE SIMILAR H7EALS/ 
r|0W LONG HAVE.SOU BEEN WltH THE REAI7EK'S 
PI6E5Tf" 

Equql Rights 
'Dangerous Fad9 

Editor: 1 

Despite trfe fact that % per 
cent ojf the American secular 

, press, j near ly a l l senators , 
cong ressmen , governors and 
governors' wives; as wel l as 
Pres ident and Mrs.. Ford , 
H o l l y w o o d ce leb r i t i es and 
aggresspve feminists all lobby for 
the passage of an Equal Rights 
Amendment,"the Phyllis Schlafly 
Report 

l inois 
notes this wieek that 
became the sixteenth 

state t o refuse rat i f icat ion this 
year. I * 

Onty one state rati f ied in 1975. 
ERAJ wi l l not add one jot of 

protect ion or decent recognit ion 
to American women. Indeed, in 
the states wh ich granted hasty 
rat i f icat ion, existing laws which 
extenqed special recognition, and 
protect ion to women have been 
found 'unconstitutional. ' ' 

This dangerous fad is. not new. 
The RJussian revolut ion pushed 

• for opsn sex, easy divorce, state 
ch i l d , . i c « r e cen te rs , and 
equalisation for women. They 
also pushed for a changed ter
minology (similar to the stand 
recently taken by the Wor ld 
C o u n c i l o f Churches) . 
'Brotherhood' and 'Fellowship' 
should, according t o those who 
f ind such te rms too masculine, be 
changbd tc 'comradeship.' 

Welhave a copy of the laws not 
standing in the state of New York, 
wh i ch according t o the Law 
Revisijon Commission in "Albany 1 

may be affected by passage of a 
state ERA in November. It is 
appal ing h3wvery many o f these . 

., are laws f a v o r i n g w o m e n , 
protect ing them in some special 
way. M l facets are Covered . .- . 
insurance, fami ly support, publ ic 
res t ropms w i d o w / w i d o w e r 
relationships, etc. - ' 

A ' copy i ; attainable for $7.50.; 
It's an eyejopener!! 

Mr . and Mrs. Thomas H. Murphy 
} 91 West land Ave. 
! Rochester, N.V. 14618 , 

Too Much Time 
Spent in Talk 
Editor: 

I i}ead our Bishop's. "Pastoral. 
Perspective" (July 16) with a great 
deal jof amusement. I happen to . 
be an >antimeeting person. I feel 
t oo much t ime is spent these days 
•in ta lk ing things over. I'm afraid 
l%i o ld fashioned, but I long for 
the good o ld days when authori ty 
was not questioned. Our Pope 
and [Bishops in the matters o f 
religion ; — teachers and pr in
c ipa ls i a . t h e ma t te rs o f 
educat ion. • -. 

Maybe we were passive, but w e 
were, peace fu l . ^ >, 

Florence Oehler 
! .137 Dewey Ave. 
R o c h e s t e r , ^ . 14613 

/ • 

Answers 
And Questions 
Editor: 

What is this. Catholic school 
education all about? How does it 
differ f r om" secular education? 
Why are the parochial schools 
closing at rapid rates? 

Let us not put the blame on the 
bishop but let us put it where it 
belongs on the secular attitudes 
of pafochial school pol icy. To 
answer theiabove three questions 
— there is. one answer. There is 
no difference between Catholic 
school education and secular" 
education and that is the reason, 
why fhe schools are closing and 
wi l l cont inue to close. When we 
institute a true belief and trusjt in 
Jesus Christ instead of Lord Bingo, 
and i n c o r p o r a t e c o m m u n i t y 
prayer, then and then only wi l l | we 
hav£ a f l o u r i s h i n g , t i t h i n g 
communi ty. Some churches have 
Bingo twice a week — some on 
Sundays - j - and yet all they are 
accomplishing is noth ing for t is 

an 
are 
not 

like! put t ing a band aid on 
infect ious! d isease. They 
treating the symptoms and 
theisource; When we get back to 
solid doctr ine in (Our parochial 
schools instead of watered down 
theology, [when .v|re ho ld adult 
educat ion, and prayer! group 
meetings jn our halls, {hen we 
won' t need Bingo. 

I also wonder why we f a ve 
suddenly l;ost our "mel t ing |>ot" 
ident i f icat ion in the Rochester 
Catholic dfocese, and J iave i jow 
adopted j 'ethnic grotip'" '1 iden
t i f icat ion. (Why a Black or Pujerto 
Rican minjistry? What happened 
to integration? Why blacks n a 
blacki church and Puerto frcans 
in a j Puejto Rican Mass? Our 
former bishop's phi losophy was 
to integrate the ethnic groups as 
quick ly as possible in to the 
American jculture. Why suddenly 
is i t sx> important to save the 
Black jand| Puerto Rican cultures? 
What ŝ wrong With the. American 
culture? Blacks have been in 
America a very long t ime and are 
more American-culture oriented 
than BJack-culture or iented, i f we -
div ide! all Americans into their 
ethnic backgrounds and preserve 
their, individual cultures, then we. 
l ose t h e A m e r i c a n c u l t u r e — 

something precious,— an integral 
union <pf cjiverse nationalit ies 
races'mouided .into one. W e 
have n o ; basis for u n i t y ' i f 
trend I continues. That is 
mot to 
Unum 
ghetto 

and 
w i l l 
this 
the 

of pur country;, E Plu ibus 
W h y should there be a 
bljack community? Why 

not brijng[pack the trUe meaning 
of Catholic — , universal. Thesê  
are questions that I raise as a ' 
concerned Cathol ic and I wish 
someone I w o u l d , answer t l iem. 

. Ahoe B. Chnstoff 
154 Crittenden Way,#3 

Roches^ , N X J4K23 
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