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The Spirit of '76 

>WO> 

( H o p i n g t o p lay a s ign i f i can t ro le in a 
w o r t h y ce leb ra t ion o f ou r nat ion 's B icen
t e n n i a l , t h e A m e r i c a n Catho l ic c o m m u n i t y 

has inaugurated a year
long^ p rogram of sp i r i tua l 
renewal 'in p repara t ion fo r 

| t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
j fEucharist ic Congress t o be 
he ld n e x t , Summer in 

; Ph i lade lph ia . 

of real scandal 
c o n t i n u e d w a n t o n 
t h e wor ld ' s 
m i n o r i t y ©T t he 
any th i ng runs 
o f Christ in g iv i 
b roken for a l l 
w e can deve lop 
w i t h G o d — on 
our brothers 

our tirn^ is the 
c o n s u m p t i o n o f 

s by o s l y a smal l 
World's p o p u l a t i o n . If 

nter t o t h e examp le 
i g us His Body t o be 

m e n , i t is t he insu lar i ty 
in our re la t ionsh ip 

i that, would exclude 
need. 

good 

c o u 

i n 

The Bishops of the 
j U n i t e d States see the 
J Congress as a un ique 
( o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e 
LChurch t o m a k e an fmpac t 
on our nat ion by 
p r o m o t i n g sp i r i tua l and 
mora l values' w h i c h are so 

lack ing in th is coun t r y today . 

The t h e m e of the Congress, " T h e 
Eucharist and t h e Hungers of the H u m a n 
Fami l y " is we l l chosen. Pope Paul V I in 
speak ing o f the Congress, referred t o t h e 
"w idespread hunger fo r C o d " tha t charac
te r ized our w o r l d . I t is th is hunger t ha t w i l l 
have t o be appeased across t he b road 
spect rum of A m e r i c a if the Congress is t o be 
more than a display, o f pageantry. 

W h a t are the var ious hungers of t he 
human fami ly? 

1. The Hunger for God 

This past decade has "wi tnessed 
an as tound ing search for. G o d and 
u l t i m a t e mean i j i g o n the part o f 
y o u n g and o l d a l ike. It has o f ten 
taken u n c o n v e n t i o n a l f o rms , such as 
drugs or yOga. Surely t h e interest ' 
ev inced i n " eastern re l ig ious, the 
ab i l i t y o f Rev, M o o n and others t o 
m a k e m i l l i ons on the re l ig ious th i rs t 
o f peop le te l l us someth ing a b o u t ' 
t he hunger t h a t we have n o t as ye t 
been ab le t o satisfy. The need is 
there . H o p e f u l l y , th is year w i l l 
r e c o m m i t us t o t h e task. 

2. The Hunger for Food 

T h e A m e r i c a n b i s h o p s h a v e 
al ready addressed themselves t o the 
rea l i ty o f s tarva t ion today . I t . i s 
b e c o m i n g m o r e apparen t t ha t the 

3. The Hunger or Freedom and Justice. 

W e need n o t 
o f those enslaved 
b a m b o o cur fa i r 
m o u r n over t h e 
w h o are so af f l 
s imi lar s i tuat ions 
W h a t a b o u t the 
The ques t ion o 
i r re levant t o ar 
consc ience . As 
has been very 
Catho l ics fo r su 
i n teg ra t i on , 
demands fo r e q u 

4. The Hunger 
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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

t h i n k au toma t i ca l l y 
beh ind t he i ron or 

s. W e can t o o safely 
un fo r t una te m i l l i ons 
i c ted . There occur 

here in Amer i ca . 
r ights o f minor i t ies? 
socia l just ice is no t 
awakened Chr ist ian 
ye t , however , there 
i t t le m o b i l i z a t i o n of 

en issues as migrants , 
the legitimate 

al i ty by w o m e n . 
even 

for Love 

O n e „ o f the 
f i n d i t hard t o I 
they themselves 
secur i ty o f a stable 
essentials o f l i fe 

reasons w h y peop le 
ove unsel f ish ly is t ha t 

have never had the 
h o m e where the 

were assured. Today , 
s to be reach ing ou t 
ust bet ter our ab i l i t y 
? the p rac t i ca l love 

5. The Hunger for Truth 

everyone seems 
fo r love. W e m i 
t o „ demons t ra te 
Jesus has al ready shown on our 
behal f . 

6. The Hunger for Understanding 

The 19th cen tu ry was a t i m e of < 
rugged i nd i v i dua l i sm , na t iona l i sm 
and the g lo r i f i ca t i on o f - the in 
d i v i d u a l . The 26th century sees us 
t a l k i ng abou t spaceship ear th and 
t h e eco log i ca l awareness o f our t o t a l 
i n te rdependence . Th rough i t al l w e 
re tu rh j tb the i nd i v idua l w h o longs for 
d i g n i t y a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . W e 
shou ld rea l ize t ha t w e w i l l never 
succeed in impa r t i ng t r u t h or love 
unless w e approach men as Christ 
d i d . - '" < 

7. The Hunger for Peace 

The w o r l d has n o t ' k n o w n t rue 
peace for centur ies. O n e c o n 
sequence of our disastrous in
v o l v e m e n t in V i e t n a m , hope fu l l y , i%a 
m u c h greater rea l iza t ion of the 
f u t i l i t y o f w a r s e v e r s o l v i n g ; 
p rob lems. Peace, bo th external ly and-
as a personal possession, is a g i f t 
w h i c h Christ ians profess t o have, bu t 
w h i c h w e have n o t su f f i c ien t l y 
c o m m i t t e d ourselves t o sharing. 

I t is a d i c t u m o f mos t parishes 
t ha t ef for ts of educat ing t he f a i t h f u l 

ort. W e havb evo lved 
cer ta in stable f o rms , such as schools , 
C C D . progranrijS, Sunday sermons, 

courses, etc. Yet, w e 
are a l l -agreed tjhat the§e reach on ly a 
m i n o r i t y . Perhaps w e have been t o o 

Perhaps, also, w e 
have n o t expended enough e f fo r t on 
be t t e r i ng - c o m m u n i c a t i o n o f the 
t r u t h t h a t is ours t o t he w o r l d at 
large. 

Anti-Abortion Doct 
Penalized, Prelate 

8. The Hunger for Jesus, the Bread of Life 

A t the end of the .first centuVy St. 
John was already f i n d i n g i t necessary 
t o stress Jesus' euchar is t ic ro le as the 
bread of l i fe . Jesus answers the 
deepest needs of h u m a n nature. The 
v is ion o f t he Congress is such tha t 

'•when al l is sa id and d o n e , Jesus 
remain's-; as the one • w h o • gives 
d i rec t i on t o man's to ta l search for 
-mean ing. W h e t h e r we think~of Christ 
as t h e omega p o i n t towards w h i c h 
our w o r l d is evo l v i ng , or whe ther w e 
prefer August ine 's reminder tha t w e 
have al i been made for G o d and are 
restless un t i l w e return t o h i m , w e 
k n o w t h a t u l t ima te l y , we. have a 
t r emendous t r u t h t o share. W e have 
the Bread of life. 

i f i t is t rue t ha t Jesus is the answer, t h e n , 
the on l y real ques t ion tha t shou ld conce rn us 
in t he c o m i n g year is how t o t ransmi t t h e 
message. H o p e f u l l y , t he occas ion o f t h e 
Eucharist ic Congress is one t h a t w i l l enab le 
us t o m a k e a real i m p a c t o n the na t ion and 
on al l Chr ist ians in the name of Je§qs. 

Vatican news 

Vatican City [RNS] — Cardinal 
John Heenan of Westminster, 
Roman Catholic Primate of 
England, has charged in a letter to 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson 
that a recent, government 
directive discriminates against 
medical personnel who object to 
abortion. 

Vatican Radio said the cardinal 
had written to Mr. .Wilson (in the; 
prelate'! words) "to draw at
tention to • a matter which is 
greatly disturbing' to Catholic 
doctors and nurses." , 

'It hks been, made clear in a 
memorandum .on medical ap
pointments under, the authority 

chief medical officer of the 
ent of Health and Social 

the letter was quoted 
pg, "that doctors who 
tol'performing- abortions 

;of their conscience 
not- be appointed to 

certain posts. The sfeme thing 
'applies tq nurses objecting to 
part ic ipat ion' in abortion 
procedures." _ , 

Cardinal Heenan called at
tention to the fact that at the 
t ime' the present British law 
permitting abortion on request 
was being debated, the govern
ment had given assurances that 
doctors^and nurses unwilling to 
take part in abortion {measures 

as 
'But,' 

saying, 

would not be penalized/the radio 
said. 

tfie cardinal was quoted 
"the memorandum 

makes it dlear that 'they have no 
future ir state-run National,, 
Health Services. 

"I write, 
but, of 
others 
objection: 
life'.' 

on behalf of Catholics, 
jcoiirse, there are many 

have conscientious 
to taking innocent 

who 

Vatican Counters Rumors 

ofthe c 
Departrb 
Security' 
as ^say 

.\ because, 
should 

Vatican City [RNS] - The 
Vatican has denied that it is 
reaping financial benefits from 
the influx of Holy Year pilgrims to 
Rome at the expense of the 
Rbmao' municipality. 

The 34-member Central -
Committee for Holy Year 1975" 
issued a statement denouncing 
what it called "a new wave of 

, unfounded rumors" circulating in 
""a section of the press.".' 

the 

fv 

Calling .. 
and false, 

> "To clari 
bear in 
Committer 
no business 
organizations 
deal with 
lodging, 
pilgrims i 
Vatican 
enterprisejs 
to Holy Ye 
conducted 

rumors "malicious 
the statement said, 

matters, it is well to 
rjiind that the Central 

for the Holy Year has 
relations with'^ihy 
whatsoever wljiich 

such concerns as j the 
transportation, or carp of 

Rome . . . "Within the 
/vails, no commercial. 

of any sort pertaining 
pilgrims as such are 

Year 

Cay 
Summer 
assembled 
chanted 
become 
of Apollo 
space 
night sky 

pals 

H 
one' 

ventu 

Pope Tells of His Sky Watch 
telgandolofo, Italy — Speaking from a balcony of his 

ace at Castelgandolfo, Pope Paul V I tells those 
in the courtyard below that he had been "nearly en-
\ the unique encounter in the sky," and that he had 

with the ''multitude of men who watched the feat 
andSoyuz in these days." The pontiff, an admirer of 

res, told of watching television and scanning the 
in the vain hope of having a direct glimpse of the: 

Soviet and American space vehicles. RNS phdtq. 


