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TOWARD 
TOMORROW 

Fr. Henry Atwell 

The. v iew the American and 
Soviet astronauts had of the earth 
as a blue gem f loat ing against the< 
jet black background of endless 
space is always an awe-inspiring 
sight. A t pce-lailincn interviews, 
both President Ford and Soviet 
Ambassador D jobryn in spoke 
about the symbolism of U.S.-^ 
Soviet cooperation in space as a 
prelude to greatejr cooperat ion on 
earth, and the; st i l l -cont inuing 
hazard of nuclear destruction of 
this gem, our earth. 

Scientists and technologists of 
the United States and .Soviet 
Russia bridged over their pol i t ical 
differences to achieve the space 
adven tu re w e w a t c h e d on 
television. . . . 

•But w h i l e t h e as t ronauts 
w o r k e d : t oge the r in space, 
Chr is t ians c o n t i n u e d t o be 
div ided on earth — ̂ a n d their 

..division might wel l be the spark 
which ignites the doomsday atom 
blast. Excessive .rhetoric? Not 
really! 

The one most l ikely spot where 
the f inal war may erupt is the 
tense M idd le East. The division is 
not just between . Israelis and • 
Arabs but . thei r division has split 
Christians al£o. 

Having been to both Israel and 
three Arab nations (Jordan, Syria 
and. Lebanon)', I am invariably 

asked, "Vyho are' you for? The 
Arabs or the Jews?" 

And if l: say anything by way of 
sympathetic understanding and 
concern for one side, theri l "am 
presumed! to be against the other 
side. Few jseem able to admit that 
there are jpros and cons for both 
sides. This :division is even deeper 
and more bitter in the Midd le 
East itself where several religious 
orders, have had to establish two 
separate res idences, as fo r 
examp le in Jerusalerh i tse l f , 
because .'members of the same 
order are so sharply div ided as 
pro-Israeli or pro-Arab that they 

•cannot live apd work together as 
either Dominicans or Franciscans 
or Jesuits — much * less as 
Catholics and Christians. 

Our concern for peace in 
Jerusalem, the Holy Land, and the 
whole Midd le East must " be 
something far greater than a 
concern for shrines and sacred 
bric-a-brac, for questionable sites 
and dubious items which purport 
t o be where Jesus wept or dined. 

I ask myself, therefore, "Do we 
as Christians and as Catholics 
have any duty, any role to play, in 
easing the tensions of the Midd le 
East, here at home to begin w i t h 
and then, I' hope, there also, and 
not just for the sake of the people 
there, bu t for the sake of our own 
survival?" 

A t o n e m e n t Father Char les 
Angell 'in a recent issue. of 
"Ecumenical Trends" magazine 
says, " I f Christianity is genuine, it 
must^vork, as its founder 'd id , for 

, reconci l ia t ion." He says we as 
Christians together must give 
witness "no matter how small and 
f a i n t t o r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and 
concern for all people," and as he 
concludes, point ing out that our 
Christian fai th was bdrn there, " I f 
as Christians we fai l in Jerusalem 
c o u l d w e poss ib l y succeed 
anywhere?" 

And la th ink we can on ly 
succeed there in Jerusalem if we 
begin to achieve reconci l iat ion 
here at home. 

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY 

Sarah Child 

We talked ou t loud dur ing 
Mass last Sunday. And laughed 
and waved and left our pews to 
walk across the church t o visi t 
friends on the other side. In short 
we did everything I'd learned as a 
chi ld we shouldn' t do. 

And when it was over and we 
were saying the Creed I knew the 
f ive of us were part of a greater 
fami ly than we had been when 
we entered that morning. 

We socialized at the invi tat ion 
of our ;pastora l assistant Sister 
DianeTTCwas her turn t o give the 
homi ly and she began by ta lk ing 
about the; - recent July Fourth 
celebrat ion in our town. She 
spoke of the co-mingl ing, the 
casualness, the warrnth and how 
much Jesus wou ld have been at 
home in that crowd. 

And now, she was suggesting 
quiet ly, Let us mingle some more. 
Right here, [in church. In the 
middle ' of M^ss. 

1 had ant ic ipated what she was 
going t o say before she actual ly 
said it and I must confess the t ips 
of my ears began to redden and 
t ingle a Titt le' at the prospect. 
Thir ty oddyears of habi t does not 

HOLY FAMILY 
i 

The Rosary .Society of Holy 
Family Church wi l l entertain 
i n c o m i n g , b a n d leaders a n d 
hostesses at dinner Wednesday, 
Aug 6, at: 6:30 p m ^ in the Pine 
•Room. . 

Page 17 

| Father 
i leadership 

Photo by SusanlMcKinney ' Confidence Training 
Thornas Erdle added speech to Mjary Greeno's sign language during a Gabr ie l Richard 

cpurse for the deaf at St. John Fisher Col lege last week . The course was par t of a 
concentra ted leadership course sponsored by the Loyal Christ ian Benef i t Associat ion. 

St. Philip Neri . . . All 
(Except Rain) Invited 

Keeping a wary eye on the'sky 
dozens of volunteers are busy t;his 
week erecting .booths for the St. 
Philip Neri Summer Festival. They 
remember only too well what 
happened last year. The annual 

observed 
Connelly 

Father 
St. Phil ip 

Char les B. 
Ner i . Pastor. 

event was rained out 

This year's 
for Friday and Saturday evenings, 
uly 25-26, on 

1782 Cl i f ford 
man Street. 

• "We hope 
f i rs t . t ime . 

ve're successful the 
round this year," 

easily give way t o new forms, I 
thought. But i t d id . 

Before/ I knew : what was 
happening the woman ahead o f * 
us was introducing herself and 
her daughters. She was ' f rom 
Pennsy lvan ia . Geog raphy w e 
shared. 

Then a young neighbor Tommy 
w i t h Y}\s father in t ow appeared 
f rom behind us, hands out­
stretched, faces in open smiles. 
The /gent le murmur that had 
spreted q u i c k l y , even mo re 
quick ly became a loud hum and 
threatened to become a mi ld 
roar. It was a ro.ar. - -

"Let's go see Susie and Chris," 
somebody suggested and the girls 
and I were of f pausing to meet a 
fami ly f rom Ohio on the way. On, 
the way back I introduced myself 
to the organist who has been a 
famil iar f ixture but an unknown 
name for t o o many years. 

Not everybody was up and 
moving about. To the left I savy 
an immobi le sea. Some cannot 
chat or move easily' among, 
people they have not formally3 

met. But I doubt there are many 
w h o wou ld no t l ike t o be able to . 

When the experiment, was over 
-r and i t was' an experiment I 
th ink and we were, standing 
quiet ly again I thought of the 
acquaintance who even 10 years 
ago wanted " t o b e le f t in peace in 
Church t o say my rosary." 

And I thought of those who 
even now might cr i t ic ize and say 
that if we wanted a social hour 
wait unt i l after Mass and go to 
the church hall for coffee and 
rolls as they do in many parishes. 

But there /Tor . a few brief 
moments, the basic lesson "The 
People are the 'Church" was 
graphically brought home. It was 
a coming-together, a reaching out 
and touching that We especially 
who have , left hometowns and 
famil ies yearn^, for and need 
perhaps even more than others. 
And 'what more f i t t ing hour than 
this one, wha t / be t t e r place t o 
meet arid, reassure each:Other that 
we have but one major goal and 
that i t is our common bond. 

twice!. 

estival is schedtilecL__: 

the church grounds, 
Ave., near Cood-

In addi t ion to games and 
booths for all age groups the 
fes t i va l w i l l boas t a -wide 
assortment of good things to eat, 
including hots .and hamburgs for 
the kids . . Ital ian sausage and 
pepers for their parents . . . plus 
pizza, bi ked, goods and assorted 

|es fo r eve ryone . 

i CYO FAMILY NIGHT 
AT THE BALL PARK 

This Saturday wi l l be CYO 
Family Night at Silver Stadium. . 
Festivities begin at, 7:30 p.m. The 
Red W i n g s - M e m p h i s basebal l 
game wi l l be preceded by a two-
inning slow pi tch softball contest 
between', teams f rom St. Thomas 
the Apostle and St. Josaphat 
elementary schools. Tickets are 
available at $1.25 through the 
CYCL 454-2030. 

beverag 
Children 

used to 
School. 

s rid.es also! 

Proceeds f rom the festival are 
support St. Phil ip Neri 
flain date ' is July 27. 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY AVE. 
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Prescription Specialists 
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