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Dear Co-workers in Christ: - , L , : L
Shared responsibility was one of the central themes i . i
-of the Second Vatican Council- It reminded us that our . ‘ S
common baptism brings to.us a comman call to build : . . : , - !
Christ’s Kingdom. | am pleased to see the progress inour | , L M
~ gwn Diocese in the past ten (10) years in sharing . } : § T
responsibility through parish councils ih each parish. B )

- This “report to the diocese” givesus some statiygcy o - : o '
to look at. The real picture, however, is much more. If we ] i
have, in som'e measure, brought our |0La| parish . - : : ) - .
communities closer to Christ and his ways, then there . é : ’ ' .
has been progress If not, we, must get <tarted 1 '
lmmedlately , - : 1 t f .
i

| wth of Parlsh Counclls
direct Th h i 1) f the Spirit, thanksgivi %
A M A T Al ~ In the D:ocese 0f ROCheSfe’

our confusion or uncertainty, the parish councils -7 i ) ,
. . . i

Ivery much;want to see prayer have anlessential role
in council meetings. We are fiot setting up boards of s |

will become one more instrument for building a . 160
worshnpmg, teachmg and servmg parish. _ ! ’ , ' .
. : 180 ' ' ,'
May God bless all of you — my priests, sisters and-laity : -
— for.the generosity you continue to show, that ! leo ‘
‘God’s word be better known and his lo'ye more evident ‘
in our-lives. } _ {10
Your leader in Chr st,, . ' .- s‘leo
- | : . fmf;‘ ,«uj“’/a‘f . 130
+Most,Reverend Joseph L. Hogan, D. D ' 160
' ' . Bishop of Roch’ester . .
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Dear Friepd”s: ] : oo | 6o
‘This*‘repoit to the diocese”,of progress in the areas ' 5o
of parish councjls.gives us a glimpse of the development i
ofa s:gmﬁcant hew factor in the life of the Church today 40 4
{ : - _
There'weré a few hints in the Vatican documents as t6 - - 30 B
. the scope of the.work of councils and much has been left. o 3
.. to local initiative. In our own diocese, three stages can ‘20
. bedetected: - S ' |
- - RN 10
e« . ' First,aper od of “spontaneous developrfnent inwhich '
¥ a number of parishes chose, on their own, to create forums -
H where parish cancerns and dnrectnons could be discussed i
between priests and parlshloners .
{
, ; Second, a period of orgamzatlon development, ‘ . .
. © initiated in a motion by the Priests’ Council in 1970, e
{ + calling for parish councils in each parishand estabhspmg
- £ . a Pastoral Formation Cotnimnittee headed by Bishop ' :
J ; i McCafferty which prepafed and.published theflrst ‘ : -
: Dlocesan Guid "Imes for Parish Councils: 1
~ i -z . - - i
g Thlrd ho efully, we are entermg a period of spifitual -
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developmen’t ignaled by the Bishop’s call for more

3 .. prayer-centered meetings and embodied in a revised set
® ' : " of guideliries, The Parish Ministry Handbook, which

- 7 invites pansh ouncils to shift their attention away from
orgamzatlonaitconcerns to. the threefold, pastoral ; _
mission of the parishes — word worsh:p and service. T [ |
May we be creative-in finding new ways to mvolve

'our counc;ls.a *twely in the servnce of the ngdom
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| © Rev. DouglasC ' Hoffman -
. [ L 'Director of Pastoral Ministry

the Dnocesan Departl ent of Pastoral-Ministry. : , _— <
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