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Life, Liberty 
and liaw 

v Nancy Murphy j 
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Please stop and think. • 

According' to the poli t icians 
and academicians w h o speak in 
favor of decr iminal izat ion and/or 
legalization of mari uana, existing 
criminal penalties for possession, 
and use of m a r i j u a n a are 
disproport ionate to the degree of 
mental and physical risk I n ­
volved. They speak in terms of 
p r ison fo r f i rs t o f f ende rs . 
Thousands of y o m g lives are 
ruined they say,|not by mari juana 
but by severe laws and inhumane 
punishments. ! 

, . . I 
These well-educated and wel l -

meaning spokes mep warn us that 
w e are i l l -advis jed and i l l -
informed when vjve speak of 
damage done to the human mind 
and body by .the use of. 
marijuana- They advise that we 
end the penalties for possession 
— private or publ ic — and for 
private or publ ic distr ibut ion. ° 

I wonder where these people 
spend their research t ime. Where 
have they been? Surely not here 
in the state of Nejv York. 

From Art ic le #81 01 of the NYS 
M e n t a l Hyg iene Law: " T h e 
human suffering and social and 
economic loss caused by drug 
abuse are matters of grave 
concern to the people of the 
state. The magnitude of the cost 
. . . d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y 
caused by drug apuse makes i t 
imperative that a comprehensive 
program to combat the effects of 
drug abuse should be developed 
and. implemented through the 
combined and correlated efforts 
of federal,, statq, local com­
munit ies and private individual 
organizat ions." > 

"The drug dependent person 
needs help before he is com­
pelled to resort I to cr ime to 
support his hab i t . " 

"A Comprehensive program of 
compulsory treatment of narcot ic 
addicts and other drug dependent 
persons is essent ia l t o t h e 
protect ion and promot ion of the 
hea l t h and w e l f a r e o f t h e 
inhabitants o t t h e state, as wel l as 
to discourage the v io lat ion of 
•laws re l a t i ng t o the sa le , 

I possession and u;e of narcotics 
•, and other dangerous drugs . . ." 

(The a r t i c l e c o n t a i n s a 
recognit ion of t i ie correlation 
between cr ime and drugs/ the 
threatened peace land security of 
the people of •NewjYork, as well as 
the unemployment, poverty and 
loss of human 'dignity which 
frequency accompany the abuse 
of drugs.) 

! 
Art ic le #81.07] establishes a 

drug abuse contrpl commission 
wh ich , among other duties; is 
empowered t o d i rec t and carry on 
research in drijig abuse; to 
provide education and tra in ing; 
to direct grants; to establish and 
operate rehabi l i tat ion centers; 
and t o des igna te m e d i c a l 
facil i t ies. j 

i 

Art ic le #81.10 provides for 
sheltered Workshops for drug 
d e p e n d e n t ; -persons . . . 
" o p e r a t e d | f o r | t he p r i n c i p a l 
pu rpose o f o f f e r i n g g a i n f u l 
emp loymen t . . J and t o enhance 
t h e e f f ec t i veness o f . such 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ( through w o r k 
par t ic ipat ion." I 

Additional 
laws provide 

"referral services 
preventative 

m e n t a l hyg iene 
:or counseling, 
and means of 

measures. 

. Article #6O..03 
Code states in p|art 
drug abuse 

rf the NYS Penal 
"Where the 

contro l commission 

consents to provide treatment 
. . . (the court) may impose a 
sentence to a period of probat ion, 
and in such cases the sentence 
must include a condit ion that the 
person undergo treatment in an 
inpatient program." 

Upon successful complet ion of 
the condit ions for the first of­
fender, Art ic le #170.56 of the 
Penal Code states: "(The court) 
may order that all proceedings be 
suspended and the act ion ad­
journed in contemplat ion of 
dismissal . . . (The court) may 
order that all of f ic ial records and 
papers relating to the defendant-s 
arrest and prosecution . . be 
sealed and not made available to 
any person or public or private 

agency except . . . under order 
of a court for (determination in 
subsequent proceedings)." 

"Upon the granting of [this] 
order, the arrest and prosecution 
shall be deemed a nullity and the 
defendant shall be restored . . . 
to the status he occupied before 
his arrest and prosecution." 

D ispor t i ona te? Prison fo r 
possession? Severe and 
inhumane? 

Amer ica wi l l do wel l to study 
the narcotics laws of the state-of 
New York. And New Yorkers w i l l 
do wel l to become famil iar w i th 
them. 

These laws need but adequate 
funding, publ ic exposure and 
uni form enforcement. 

'Parental Rig tits' Legislation 

Membe 
capitol 
broke 

t | i 
rs of the N e w York State Right to Life 
in A l b a n y . Part of a group o f more 

through security and f i l led the r o o m , 
demonstra t ion was staged by the C o m m i t t e e 

legislat ion by the D e m o c r a t i c 
ion approved: by the Cpp imi t tee have 

the Assembly. O n e bi'll w o u l d requi 
f o r m e d on unmarr i 

Rights' 
legislat 
upon by 

Hearings On Pro-Life Amendment 
In a surprise move last week, 

Rep. Don Edwards of C a l i f o r n i a 
chairman of the House sub­
c o m m i t t e e on c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
a m e n d m e n t s , adv ised p ro - l i f e 
Rep. James L. Oberstar that 
hearings oh the human life 
amendments wou ld be scheduled 
wi th the dates alrjeady under 
discussion. The surprise move 
ended two years of steadfast 
refusal by Edwards to hold 
hearings. 

The announcement came just 
before a scheduled • meeting in 
Washington,. D C , between pro-
l ife groups.and congressmen. The 
meeting had been convened by • 
Rep. Don Mi tche l l of New York to • 
discuss House hearings. 

Among congressmen at the 
meeting were Rep. Wi l l i am Walsh 
and Robert McEwen of New York. 
Also there was a representative of 
Sen. James Buckley. 

The New York State R igh t ' t o 
Life Commit tee was among pro-
l ife groups at the meeting. 

"This 
pro-life 
its way 
pol i t icaj 
known,' 
Jeffersi 
and 
t h e , N 
Commi 

C o m m i t t e e pack the Ha l l of Governors in the state 
i a n 1,000 demonstra t ing outside t h e c a p i t a l , they^ 
which is just outside the Executive Chamber . The* 

protest the indi f ference a f fo rded 'Parenta l 

step recognizes that the 
movement is wel l along 
to becoming the greatest 

force the U.S. has 
said Dr. M i ld red F. 

, a black Boston surgeon 
'ly elected president of 

J t iona l R igh t t o L i fe 
Utee (NRLC). 

oh 

Rep. Obserstar, chief sponsor; 
o f - t h e National Right -to Life! 
Human Life Amendment in the! 
House. is a f reshman j 
Congressman w h o last year; 
de fea t ; d . t h e pa r t y -endorsed 
candidate by an overwhelming 
m a r g i r . " His p r o - l i f e s tand 
reportedly • was considered a 
significant factor in his victory 

Dr. efferson said the victory! 
"should put Congress on notice; 
that we expect the democrat ic; 
prqces: to., provide, at the very! 
least, free inquiry and open in-: 
vestigation of the issues that are' 
significant t o ,ou r lives and our 

to 
contro l led Assembly ." Several pieces of pro- l i fe 

passed in the State Senate; but none w e r e acted 
•e parental- consent be fore a n a b o r t i o n can b e peer­
ed girls under 18 . (RNS) 
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AN INVITATION! 
WITH THE BICENTENNIAL, TRANT'S IS PLAN-

A SERIES OF WINDOW DISPLAYS TO REFLECT THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH AND RELIGION ON THE 200 
YEAR HISTORY OF OUR BELOVED COUNTRY. , 

We rwite anyone who so desires to submit a painting or > 
othejr art form depicting some facet, event or theme based 
on this God and Country celebration! 

From all those submitted (which will be part of our win­
dow display) we will have a panel select! the top three for 
awards. The details and presentation of prizes will be 
worked out before the end of the bicentennial year. 

Each piece submitted should be accompanied by the 
name and address of the"own.er as well as a title or ex­
planation of the work. 

It is to be greatly desired that the art work be original. No 
copies are eligible for awards. • . 

We reserve the right-to make the selection for display pur­
poses. / ^ 
Cor test open to May 31,1976 

" 9 6 CLINTON AVE. N. 

115 FRAKLIN ST. 

Phone 454-1818 

.CHURCH SUPPLIES «AND RELIGIOUS ARTICLES , 

OPEljl DAILY 9 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 
Closed Saturdays during July,& August 
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