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fEditorial 

Captive Nations 
To so m a n y war-weary peop le across t he w o r l d , 

de ten te means hope , t is unders tandab le bu t this 
h o p e must be a c c o m p a n i e d by warinjess. The Russian 
bear, as ;we must have learned by now, is un 
p red ic tab le . - - ' • j _ 

The ex i led au tho r A lexander So lzhen i tsyn in a 
visi t to these shores very recent ly wa rned tha t Soviet 
leaders' are no t t rus twor thy and dec lared tha t the 
Co ld W a r is st i l l o n . 

i 

The nove l i s t said al l o f this against the backd rop 
of the j o in t Uni ted-States-Soviet space ven tu re . A n d 
of course such remarks must be considered' in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the o n g o i n g d i sa rmamen t ta lks. 

•J 

Somehow we must ba lance t h e fac ts t ha t 
Solzheni tsyn 's warn ings are va l id ahd tha t w e also 
must p roceed w i t h d i sa rmamen t talks and ventures 
such as the space shot w i t h the hope tha t t o reach 
peace ' we must con t i nua l l y take steps in tha t 
d i r e c t i o n . • 

In t he m e a n t i m e , so tha t we d o no t b e c o m e 
eupho r i c in our f r iendsh ip "wi th M o s c o w we have 

, on ly t o ponder o n the p l i gh t of such p roud na t ions as 
Po land , Bu lgar ia , Roman ia , Hungary , a l l o f w h o m 
have b e c o m e l i t t l e more than Russian states. W e 
must r emember the t reachery tha t b rough t these 
peoples i n t o the long n igh t o f despo t i sm. 

A d d to th is t he p l i gh t o f t he Jews in t he Soviet 
U n i o n and the necessity fo r be ing aler t becomes 
e v e n ; c learer. 

Somewhere 3 l o n g the l ine w e mus t insist t ha t 
M o s c o w shpw its g o o d fa i th by g ran t ing f reedom t o 
choose no t o n l y to the peoples o f the cap t i ve nat ions 
bu t to its o w n c i t i zens as w e l l . 

Saintly Cool 
A cons tan t and cor rec t piejce o f adv i ce for those 

of us engaged in issues w h i c h have re l ig ious over
tones is t o remember t h a t ' w e l ive in a p lura l i s t i c 
soc ie ty and t h a t a l t h o u g h w e may easi ly perce ive 
errors ,being\ c o n d o n e d or even espoused by others 
w e must rea l ize t h a t t hey perhaps are no t ready t o 
accep t ou r v iews . In shor t , d o n ' t b l o w ou r c o o l . 

/ 
• Needless t o say, th is ro le is an ex t reme ly d i f f i c u l t 

one~ to. accep t . I t becomes a lmos t imposs ib le when 
p resumab l y respons ib le peop le o n t h e o the r s ide o f 
the river use vitriolic language to spurn our beliefs. 

Witness this exchange asldescribed by Religious 
News Service at the;, I n te rna t iona l W o m e n ' s Year 
Con fe rence in Mjexico\ C i ty . A b o u t 1,000 femin is ts 

j h o u t suppo r t f o r a d e m a n d t o have abor t i ons read i ly 
available to single as well as married women. 

Editor 's No te . They ' re W r o n g . Let's flry t o l i ve 
•w i th i t . W e s h o u l d t ry t o persuade t hem ' i t o change 
a lways m a k i n g sure ou r v iews\are presented f o r c i b l y 
a lbe i t cal jmly. W e shou ld no t g ive v e n t t o E m o t i o n s . 
Etc., etc.* \ 

• •• ' - ' V " 
• Back t o M e x i c o Ci ty . A M e x i c a n w o m a n ob jec ts 

t o push ing a b o r t i o n so hard , say ing \ tha t " a b o r t i o n is 
a t h i n g t ha t great ly af fects t he mqra l and natura l 
e q u i l i b r i u m o f w o m e n . " 

Editor 's 
t h o u g h t f u l . 

no te : Fine re jo inder . Fac tua l , c o o l , 

But alas. Th is w o m a n is jeered by -o the r 
delegates and ruled oat of order by'Pr.\Victoria 
M o j g k w u o f N ige r ia ; a modera to r , w h o declares: . 

"Re l i g ion is the disease of the w 6 r l d . Rel ig ion 
was made by men, interpreted and misinterpreted by 
men and worshipped by w o m e n . " • u 

Excuse o u r - d i s t o r t e d al lusions bu t i f o n e can 
keep one's head a m i d such d ia t r ibe t h e n o n e js moVe 
than .a m a n , one is^even more than a w o m a n . O n e i 
p r o b a b l y a giving saint . > 

Opinion 
Alliance Waffles 
On Abortion 
Editor: 

St. Joan's Alliance is accused of. 
being affiliated with NOW, a 
major proponent of abortion on 
demand. Ms. Nothnagle, in her 
letter (Courier-Journal 6-18-75) is 
not very, convincing in ,~her 
defense of the Alliance. ;She 
appears to be setting a double 
standard for herself and the 
organization — a tactic too many 
politicians and, unfortunately, 
Christian clergymen use, when 
confronted with the abortion 
issue. 

She states that "as • for the 
abortion issue, St. Joan's takes no 
official stand." Claiming to be a 
"devout Christian" and personally 
against abortion (which is also 
what many "waffling politians 

. declare and then vote pro-
abortion) she seems to feel no 
qualms or moral indignation 
about belonging to an 
organization that takes "no" 
official stand. 

Three unborn children are 
murdered every .minute by 
abortion.' How ca|i St. Joan's, 
acclairpedly "Christian" take no, 
off ic ial stand? Personally, I 
cannotl comprehend; this. "To sin 
by silence whenpthey should 
protest] makes cowards of men." 
(A. Lincoln.) 

Laura Schuhart 
1404 VVhalen Road 

- Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Hohr Father 
And 
Editor: 

Charismatics 

in all fairness jto our Holy 
Father, Pope Paul, and to all your 
readers we are writing to clarify 
the Pope's' role in the Charismatic 
Conference in Rome on May 16. 
Yes, he [did bless the Charismatics 
and was pleased that they wanted 
him to Ispeak to them. However, 
he did not offer the Hoiy Sacrifice • 
of the Mass as it was incorrectly 
stated in- the Courier, June 11. 
Cardinal Suenens concelebrated 
Mass with numerous priests. 

Secondly, in his address to the 
Charismatics, the Holy Father 
cautioned them to. follow the 
three directives that the Holy 
Spirit inspired St. Paul to write in 
order to aid in discernment of 
"spiritual Gifts." Thus would the 
Church truly benefit from this 
movement. 

The first principle, Pope Paul 
said, is faithfulness to the, 
authentic dcfctrine of the. faith, 
i.e. the. Magisterium and 
Scripture as interpreted by the 
Magjsiterium. ^Anyth ing con
tradicting it- cannot come from 
the Holy. Spi rit," he stated. 
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The second principle is that all 
spiritual gifts are to-be received' 
gratefully and "for the common 
good." (I Cor. 12:7) 

The third principle, and most 
important, is the presence of love 
which communicates "the very 
life of the Trinity" and which can 
and must be communicated in 
love to others "in deed and in 
truth.". I 

He also advised "celebrating 
frequently, and in a dignified way 
the Eucharist" and frequent use 
of the "Sacrament of Recon- • 
ciliation. These sacraments tell us 
that grace comes to us fjrom Cod, 
through the necessary mediation 
of the Church." 

In conclusion, our Holy Father 
told the Charismatics that they 
wouldjmake their contribution to 
the renewal of the Church 
without making a mistake only 
"with the help of the Lord, for
tified by the intercessipp of Mary, 
Mother ofj the Church, and in 
communion of Faith, charity, and 
apostolate with your pastors." 

''• All everts at which the Holy 
Father1 is present and all his 
addresses should be reported 
objective y and accurately, 
especially during these times 
when there is so much confusion 
in souls. The words of Christ's 
Vicar should be heeded in a spirit 
of filial obedience, reverence, 
and love. 

Jean M. Lloyd 
:- 65GlendalePark 
|. Rochester N.Y. 14613 

Reader Lloyd's letter was 
signed by nine other persons. 

many happy! years there as' a 
member of jthe staff. Yes, St. 
James has served this area, not 
only with ojjtjstcinding medical 
care but a spjritujal care which in 
my memory has ijiever been quite 
the same in any other institution 
where I have worked: However, I 
feel that this .spiritual care which 
in my way of th inking is as im
portant as excellent medical care 
to patients oj all faiths, has ' 
seriously threatened by 
dividuals whcj 
that they must 

li 

faiths, has been 
in-

apparently feel 
sacrifice the 

religious aff lijation of this 
hospital for ;ome type of a 
lucrative bu^ine^s arrangement. 

I wonder what 
all Catholic fpospitals 
follow this ejxarr|ple 

I was trained 
strict but Ipving 
number of rtuns 

would happen if 
were to 

under the very 
hands |of a 

some of whom • 
have already been called ; back 
to Cod. I shudder to think how ' 
"they" after all their years of hard 
work and sjacri ice would feel 
about the legafcy the'y have Jeft in 
the hands of tfi e ;ew now present 

I hope andj 
St. James stqpj 
affiliation anq 
making 
spiritual val 
have been 

institut on 
liies 

•tft 

f. ray that I never see 
ped of its religious 

Ipft as a rrioney-
where the 

6f life and death 
t!o die. 

Mrs 

Keep l$e 
On Airw 
Editor: 

Editor's Note:,The Holy Father 
did indeed celebrate Mass at the 
charismatic renewal meeting in 
Rome as reported in the Courier-
Jounul first-hand report of the 
meeting. Pope Paul VI celebrated 
Mass on Pentecost Sunday at 
which time he told charismatics 
that joy should be a mark of the v 
Christian because Jesus lives. 
Readejr Lloyd's confusion arises 
from I he fact that the following 
day, Monday, May 19, Cardinal 
Leo Josef Suenens, primate of 
Belgium, was principal con-
celebijantof a Mass closing the 
four-da,y meeting. The, Holy 
Father used the occasion to 
address the^ charismatics. We 
agree |that all events atrwhich the * 
Holy Father is present should be 
reported • objectively and . ac
curately. 

Yes! Madalyn 
has once aga'rn 
strike! This ft 
campaigning 
of religion t(i 
which would 
press, radio,j 

m 

roi 

Mary Aini, RN 
Riverside Place 

Hornell, N.Y. 

ligion 
uves ; 

tel 

Murray G'Hair. 
raised her head to 

she is actively 
ainst expression 
igh public media 

ultimately involve 

?ady . She has aln 
prayer to bejbanned 
schools. Our . 
reassurance! of 
these days rettier 
fear 'and cohfu 

nswers Letter beenforewamejd. l e t us rise up 

rie 
nhan 

. Happy tjo 
p r o g r a m p r 
publications, 
an. all-time p 
of religion 
in there! 

If Madalyr . 
paign- why [car 

Hospital 
and counters ,tt 

As iridividu 
various groups and organisations 

esponse to a letter in the 
e\-Journal by Richard 

!lt of Rochester: 

let us voice 
senators and 
sit back arid 

I am a\graduate of St. James 
"Mercy Hospital' and. have spent 

caused public 
in our public 

'outh need the 
faith and, hope 

than a fi le of 
Slon . • • i 

etc 
I 

these 

vision. 

say, 
ng 

our media 
l i t e r a r y 

are achieving 
fn the direction 

days. Let us hang 

cjan yvage a cam-
' t we? W e have 

ick! 

Is, through our 

otr protest tfiroiigh 
congressmen! Don't 
"let George tfo it." 

Kay Sullivan 
1 Lilac Drive 

Rochester,;N.Yi 

•r. 


