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By Religious News Service ; 

The 1975 International Women's Year (IWY) decreed • • 
by the Uni ted Nations has much broader moral and 

' religions impl icat ions "than its stated aims of "equal ity> . 
.-deyeljoprrient" and peace" imply. I t is caught up in 
questions of Justice, God-given rights and basic human' 
d igni ty. - . . 

And women in religion are anxious to use the op
portuni ty t o encourage greater recognit ion and support 
of women in church and synagogue roles, just as their 
secular counterparts seek to boost women in pol i t ica l , 
economic, and,' social spheres. . 

Last September, a member of the U,N. Commission 
on the Status of Women set the tone fo f the rel igious 

-thrust by te l l ing a national Roman Catholic women's • 
organization that the move for women's rights must be 
coupled w i t h a- movement t o boost women's par- -
t ic ipat ion in rel igion. '• 

Speaking in Omaha to a genteral assembly of the 
Nat ional Counci l o f Women, Dr. Ruth Bacon said 
' "w i thout there l ig ious angle, you. lose hope;.humor,arid 
the prospect of work ing together.— hone of wh ich we 
can afford to lose." • ' ' , .' ' 

• i -

- She said. i t was because.of the real izat loh' that the 
• problem of yvomen's rights " is. consistent" throughout 

the wor ld tha t / the U.N. delegation, t o her commission 
. proposed that;tb.e IWY be established. 

X • , ' • . t 

„ . In December /1972, t h e ;t5:N- proclaimed 1975 a 
..Women's year to gain "wor ldwide awareness of women's 
w o r t h . " Goals;for the-yeapafe "equal i ty between men 

'.. and women," , "thfe..full integration1 o f i w o m e n into the, 
total deve lopment"ef for t , " ; -abd recogn i t i on 'o f " the 
impor tance-o f women's increasing con t r ibu t ion" to 
.world peace. 

• .••' Mrs.J-lelvi Sipila, the Assistant Secretary General for 
'.Social Development and Humanitar ian Affairs at the 

U.N;,vyas.designated as Secretary General for IWY. She 
has .the responsibil i ty .'for organizing the. wor ld I W Y / 
conference-attMexico City, June 22^July 4. A number of 
religious organizations w i l l take part in that conference; 

It w a s M r s . Sipila w h o last November eliciteicl " fu l l ' 
support" of Pope Paul- for the IWY obsefvance.^During a ' \ 

. 'Special audience, the pontiff told-her that /'in f̂ he,' 
-contemporary ef for t to promote the-advancempT-t of 

"."women, in society, the Church has already recognized a 
•sign of r thet imesrand has seen i t i r u a call; o f .the Spir i t :" 

He said that a study •.commission set up Jat the 
. Vat ican has. a " m a n d a t e " / t o e x p l o r e , " i n comparison 

\ wi th ' the aspirations of today's wor ld anp t h e 
-•;v^niiahteh1fip^iflbdtr.ihe.'.,"pf t h | - Church; "the fu l l par

t i c i p a t i o n ' o f women in the ̂ communi ty l i fe , 'of the 
. . / C h u r c h ? ' ; v : J > -; - ; „ / . ; - * ' ; ' , • . / ^ i • :' ' . 

• > • . Respite t jr je-endorsement, o f the. IWY: and it's 
Caspiratiohs by:' ie i igtous/ leaders arid .pr'g&nizations at-

" i-yaripus levelSi ' the' lV^'bbsery^hc^'- is e x p ^ e d t o bring-
. firito clearer ; f oeusa Jgreat„;rnany thorny issues],•fafeing 
;<^e|!g1on^; ia^975rNipfc l e ^ / a m o r t g them is t h e cdr j -

. . ' ̂ foyefsy/oyer orda|n:ih%g^ p» 
• ^^e i l g i ^usydg^ is i ^ 
' • • - ' ^ l i t x f s t ^ i l c t n ^ j ^ f i ^ ^ r ^ ^ ; ^ ' ~ ? y ? : '".* '.. ' ' ' ' ; ;*'P 

Ip the U.S., controversy over the proposed Equal 
Rights-. Amendment (ERA) to the U.S. Consti tut ion has 
strong'religious impl icat ions, particularly as it relates to 
fami l y l i fe. And i t icertain.ly w i l l be a subject for IWY 
discussion. ' • ' ; ' ; ' 4 

The; U.N. statistics show that whi le.women make up 
just less than half the world's populat ion " i n no country 
have they attained ! fu lkequal i ty ; " among the more than 
700 mi l l ion ' i l l iterates in the wor ld , the major i ty are 
women; access to good educa t i on , and/h igh- leve l 
employment is l imi ted; and in most countries, relatively 
few women hold-pol icy-making posts in government., 

There are>many corrollaries on the religious scene, 
part icularly in areas like equal i ty of the sexes in ministry 
and the. role o f wbmen in d_ecjsiorvmaking. 

• Recently, in Lima, Peru, a Methodist feminis t leader 
addressed herself to the status Jof women in religion by 
saying that the Christian churches have generally 
distorted Christ's teaching on humi l i ty and.service and 
have relegated women to subservient roles. 

But, at the same t ime J Be'rta Vergas stressed, the 
Churches have a key ro le / to play I'm the l iberat ion of 
women. "Both the Ruffian Catholic and Protestant 
Chur.ches have ah important responsibil ity in over-

. coming, the discr iminat ion against women that has gone 
on for centuries - ^ especially since the Churches helped 
create-that d iscr iminat ion. " r 

She also asserted that women f r om the developed 
nations like the U.S. can share in the struggle for 
women's rights in the underdeveloped wor ld . She said 

..they can share -their, research on how women f ind 
ident i ty / ra ise funds, for projects among, deprived and 
alienated w o m e n / and " In f luence churches t o call 
missionaries hom£ w h o stress teaching women to be 
submissive and dependent. " 

Sjmi lar fy/ in th|e U.S., a Southern Baptist sociologist 
told ^participants i ln a conference ort l iberat ion and 
contemporary women last August that most Christian 
churches are guijlty of "sexism"" and ca l led, on her 
church t o init iate; a "serious study of the current and 
future status of .Women-.'' ' • 

Dr, Sarah. Francis Anders, head o f the soc io logy ' 
department at Louisiana College, Pinevil le, said that 
vvjhife. women ate a "decided major i ty" in most 
congregations in. denominat ions, they are a "decided 
rrpnprity" in rhost levels of leadership and decision-

-making. ,-i ~\ ,-• _ • . . . 

- A m o n g t h e ; c h u r c h m e n a c k n o w l e d g i n g , t h e 
responsibil it ies of t h e churches w i th respect t o 
promot ing sexual equal i ty and women's rights "is Ar
chbishop Joseph L Bernardin pfrCincinnati.;,president of 
the-p iS . Cathol ic bishops' ^conference. 

|n'remarks endorsing the JWY. observance, he said, 
the Cathol ic Church, l ike o the r institutions^ "has . . . " 
grown in /awareness and .sfepsitLVity to the rights of 
w o m e n " Add.ingj that whi te progress tQwarcIs equal i ty 
for w p m e n "has me t w i th" misunderstanding -and even 
opposi t ion," thei prelate said many groups and in- , 
divjiJ.IJals haveiqisgen . i n the- . twpr ldwide w o m e n ' s . / 
movement "a^ manifestat ion o f both a n e w stage . i r i / 

; ;hurf|an cul ture! :aMa.cr | r i tenJi^rary expression p f God 's / 
vtfi|l:lfor t h e h u m a n faee?' * . ' . / 

.'•J. 

5n 1975 is seeking t o 
as a catalyst for wor ldwide attent ion to. the status 

of women in society, developments in rel igion dur ing 
the past year have, closely paralleled the . IWY thrust; 
towaijd eqi ial i ty and l iberat ion. 

November, for instance, women invoT^cTin the 
Consultation on Church Union (COCU)-prevailed upon 
the 12th COCU plenary to authorize a task force on 
w o m ; n wh ich wi l l at tempt toj br ing the insights o f ' 
worn ;h to the forefront. The resolution creating/the task 
forc€ said that " racism, sexismi and classism" are i n - -
ter-re ated? " ' [ - • j 

. - • • " ' - • ! " '" 1 ••' 

Sior t l y before that, the board 'of managers of 
.American Baptist. Women saidp-in a Message t o the 
Churches that "women have.ah important role to;play in 
the promot ion of peace, populat ion programs and 
ecor o m k and social plans. W e are encouraging women 
t o observe the IWY at all levels of ©ur denomination. ' . ' 

1 11 July, 1974, the Lutheran Church in America's 
'Jbier inial c o n v e n t i o n ca l led ' upon c o n g r e g a t i o n s , 
regional synods and denominat ion-wide dgencieSv to 
-'exc mi net their policies ^and procedures w i th regard to 
women and strive for change in necessary kreas." The 
recc mmehdations came f rom a Commit tee bn W o m e n 
in Church and Society, and specifically addressed the 
question "proport ionate representation of w o m e n " in 
dec sion-making bodies. 

More recently, a women's task "force formed at the 
second Thanksgiving Workshop for Evangelicals in 
Chi " ' " . '_ 
othfer things^ the right of womeri " t o exercise the gifts of 
Christian leadership and their rt'ght t o respond ..to Cod's 
call upon their lives.' 

the Participants in a discussion on 
movement in the Jewish communi ty duri 
meeting of the. American Jewish Gommil 
York advocated changes that wou ld bring 

1 partnership-" w i t h men in Jewish l i fe 

ng 

" f u . . 
'menber of the panel' cal led for active 
wpihen toiserve,as rabbis, cantors and 
communi ty roles. : 
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Dur ing the November, 1974] meet ing o f J.S. bishops 
in Washington, -D.C., a delegation of Rbman Catho l i c ' 
feminists urged the prelates t o establish a nat ional task 
forpe to deal w i th the status of women] in the Church 

the etclesial 

•M 

ana t o work for " f u l l " equal i ty of women j.n 
-structure 

They conferred w i t h members of the t>ishops' A d 
Hoc Commit tee on Women in Society anc the Church, 

.and. c i ted the fo r thcoming IVVY observance as an in
cent ive for. sett ing up the special t ask ' fo rce . They 
pa t i cu la r l y urged the bishops to appoint "qua l i f ied 
w c m e n " to* Church bodies .pealing, w^th ma t t e r s ' o f 
concern to .a l l -Church members. i 

Archbishop lakovos, pr imate of %he Gre ek Orthodox 
Arlchdiocese of_Nor.th andlSouth America,, i id icated in a 
rei;ent interv iew that.While hepetieves w o r i e n are more 
valuable in the home than in the pulp i t he considers 
t h i t they have "d is t inct ive contr ibut ions" t o make t o 
both the church and modern society. ' 

'ii-

i 
.1 

said.it

