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. Vatlcan has. a “mandate”

By Rehgrous News Servnce

The 1975 Internatronal Women's Year (IWY) decreed
by the United Nations has much' broader moral and
rehgrous rmphcatrons 'than its stated aims of “equality;-.
development and peace” imply. It is caught up in
guestlons of justice, God-glven rrghts and’ basrc human

rgmty . :

And women in rehgron are anxious to use’ the op-

portunity to encourage greater recognrtlon and support )

of women in church and synagogue roles, just as their
-secular counterparts seek to boost women ‘in political,
economic, and; social spheres. _ . :

~ Last September, 2 member of the UN. Commrssron
:'on the Status of Women set the tone for the rehglous
-thrust by telling a national Roman Catbohc women’s .
organization that the move for women’s rights must be’

coupled with a movement to boost women’s par- °

trapatron in religion. S

»

Natronal Council of Women, Dr. Ruth® Bacon said

“without the.religious angle, you lose hope;.humor. and
- the prospect .of workrng together — none ‘of wh|c’1 we

can afford to lose.” . [

She said.it was because' of the realization ‘t'ha.t' the' =

problem of women’s rights “is. consistent” throughout
the world that the W.N. delégation: to her commission
prop?%d that: the IWY be estabhshed t

we In December “1972, the UN proclarmed 1975 a
women’s year to gain “worldwrde awareness of women’s
__worth.” Goals for the-year.are “€quality between men
- and woemen,” “the. full mtggratron of:women into the,
- total development‘ effort,”; .and recognition of “the
importance-of women’s increasing: ,contribution” to
world peace. : .

" Mrs. Helvi Srpnla the Assistant Secretary General for”
Socral Development and Hamanitarian Affairs ‘at the

U.N:, was. designated as Secretary General for IWY. She
“has® the respornisibility ‘for organizing the world wy /

- conference:atiMexico City, June 22-July 4. A number-of’
_religious orgamzatlons will take part in that conference

. It was.Mrs. Sipila- who last Novenber elicited “full -
-~ support” of Pope Paul for the IWY obsérvance.: Durmg a -

special audience, the’ pontiff told -her that ”gn the,
~icontemporaty. effort to promote the- advancentent of
“'wamen, ini society, the Church has already recogmzed a

srgn of'the ‘times.and has seen itin.a call-of the: pmt e

‘He said that a study .commission set-up fat the
_tO -explore, “in com arison
‘the - “aspirations of todays world an| the
ghtenlng octrine_of the* Ch urch‘:the full: par-
‘rcrpatron e women m the commumty 1rfe of the

Church Yo -

T women;

Speakmg in Omaha to a genkral assembly of the -
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“Womens

ln the us., controversy ever the proposed Equal
Rights. Amendment {ERA) to the U.S. Constitution has
strong' réhglous implications, particularly as it relates to
family; life. And it icertainly will be a subject for IWY
drscussron e f*'

" The U. N/ statistics show that whlle women make up
just less than half the world’s populatron “in no country
havé they attained full., equahty, among the more than
700 million’ illiterates in the world, the ma;onty are
access to good education . . and’ high-level
empioyment is hmrted and in most countnes relatively
few women hold pohcy-maklng posts . in government..

There are, many corrollaries on the rehgrous scene,
particularly in areas liké equahty of the sexes in ministry -

and the role of women in decision-making.

Recently, in era Perd a r\gethodrst femlmst leader
addressed herself to the status of women in religion by
saying that the Christian chHurches have generally
distorted Christ's teachmg on humility and service and
have Lelegated wamen to subservrent roles.

But, :at the same time, Berta Vergas stressed, the
o play lin the liberation of
women. - “Both the Reffian Catholic and Protestant
Churghes have an important responsibility in. over-

" . coming the discrimination against women'that has gone

on for-centuries — especrally since the Churches helped
create»that drscnmmatlon . P

She also aséerted that women from the developed

‘nations like the U.S. can -share in the struggle for
women’s rights in the underdeveloped world. She said

_they can share ‘their. research on how women find

identity, raise funds. for projects among. deprived and
alienated  women," and influénce churches to call
issicharies home who stress teachmg women to be
submissive and dependent.

Slmllari'y, in the U.S., a Southern Baptrst sociologist
told Jpartrcrpants iin a _conference on liberation and
contemporary women last August that most Christian
churches are gurlty of “sexism” -and called on’ her

_church to injtiate, a serrous study of the current and

future statis of women
'Dr. Sarah Franc:s Anders head of the socrology'

: department at- Louisiana College Pineville, said that
,whrle women - ate a .“decided -majority”

in most
ngregations indenominations, they are a “decided

n?monty -in rhost Ievels of leadershlp afd decision-

_makrng »., o ) S

S Among the churchmen acknowledging. the

responsbrlrtres of the churches with: respect  to

promoting sexual equality and women’s rights ‘is” Ar-

S. Cathohc brshops conference

remarks endorsmg the-IWY observance he sard'
h, ike other. i

nghts of'
progress k¢

ridwide women’ ‘s,

s

-of both a-dew. stage ln,
] .expressron of God’s / :
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chblshop Joseph L. Bernardin of'Cmcrnnatrf,_presrdent of .

owards ‘equality -
! sunderstandmg “and even |
ion,” t e prelate said; many groups and - in-

~
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‘ hile the IWY observance ?n 1975 is seeklng to
serve|as a catalyst for worldwideattention tojthe status
of women in society, developments in religion during

the past year have. closely paralleled the IWY thrust

toward equality and liberation. f

[ November for lnstance women mv'ét,‘\?éﬂ‘%n the
Cons(iltation on Church Union (COCU) prevalled upon
the 12th COCU plepary to authopze a task’ force on

women which will ‘attempt to| bring -the rnsrghts of =~

women to the forefront. The resolutron creatrng"the task

~.force said that “racism, sexrsmr and classrsm are m--
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Shortly before that, the board ‘of managers ‘of
American Baptist. Women sard~m a Message to the
Chu7 ches that “womien have.an'important role toplay in
the ‘jpromotion of peace, population programs and -

ecorjomic and social plans. We afe encouraging women -

to observe the IWY at “all levels of our denomination.”

h oy, 1974 the Lutheran Church in America’s
-biennial convention called upon congregations,
regr nal ‘synods and denomination-wide agencies; to
“examine their policies‘and précedures with regard to
worhen and strive for change in necessary areas.” The
recgmmengdations came from'a-Committee on Women
in hurch and Society, and specifically addressed the
question “proportionate representation of women” in
decision-making bodies. o ’ P

-

ore tecently, a women'’s task Force formed at the
second Thanksgiving Workshép for Evangelicals in

. ] Chitago issued a 13-page document affirming, among

other things; the right of womeri “to exercis€ the gifts of

, 'Chlrl stian leadershrp and their nght to respohd.to God's
1 ca | .

upon their lives.” |
Partrcrpants in a dlscusS|on on the ‘women'’s
mopement in the Jewish community durigg the 1974 -
meeting of the. American Jewish Commrttee in New
York advocated changes that would bring women into
“full partnership” with men in Jewish lifel One:male

. ‘meémber of the panel called for active ret’rurtment of

F

- women to iserve as rabbis, cantors and lTac ers ity other"

cornmunrty roles.

- '

During the November, 19741 meeting l)f LJ.S. brshops

%/\/ashmgton D.C., a delegation of Roman Catholic -
fe

nists urged the prel ates to-establish a national task
forﬁe to deal with the status of women|in the Church
- and to work for “full” equali rty of women )n the €ecclesial
St Jcture i T : .

. They conferred with members of the jbishops” Ad
. Hoc Committee on Women in Society and the Church,
~andk cited the forthcoming IWY observange as an in-
centive for. setting up the specral task}force. They
' particularly urged the brshops to appoint “qualified
-woemen” to' Church bodies dealing with matters- of
_t(»:oncern to all- Church members ‘.

Archbrshop lakovos pr|mate of the Gre ek Orthodox
chdiocese of North andSouth America, i ndicated in a
cent interview that while he believes women are more
luable in the home ‘than in the pulpit he considers
t they have “distinctive -contributions| to make to
h the church and modern socrety
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