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Editorial 
Survival 

The Commissio 'n of W o r l d Justice and Peace of 
t he B rook l yn d iocese recen t l y excor ia ted t h e U.S. 
defense b u d g e t w h i e h | . ' i t sa id, relegates a l l o ther 
na t i ona l f i n a n c i a l pr ior i t ies ; to a back seat. 

The c o m m i s s i o n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e present 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / f o l l o w i n g t h e d i c a t e s o f t hose gone 
by , is ask ing Congress fo r $254,2 bi-li ion in t h e 1976 
budge t . " O f th is a m o u n t , " t he commiss ion sa id , " t h e 
m i l i t a r y w i l l rece ive '54 per dent , h u m a n resources 22 
per cen t , phys ica l resources 10 per cent , and a l l 
o thers 14 per c e n t . " 

• ! ' ' 

The c o m m i s s i o n p u t t i t J a n o t h e r w a y . In 1976, i t 
w i l l cos t t h e average A m e r i c a n f a m i l y $2,485 fo r 
m i l i t a r y p rograms, $301 fo r hea l th , $258 fo r 
e d u c a t i o n and socia l services, and $107 fo r c o m 
m u n i t y and reg ional d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Start l ing? Probably not . W e have heard such 
f igures be fo re and s t i l l ab ide by t h e m . S imi la r l y w e 
-probab ly can accep t the poss ib i l i t y t h a t in' t h e 
c o m i n g year w e w i l l , spend $1 b i l l i o n o n orte m i l i t a r y 
p ro jec t , t he B1 b o m b e r , w h i l e al l med i ca l research in 
the w o r l d a m o u n t s t o $4 bil. l ion a year. 

W e t e n d t o d isregard c r i t i c isms o f such p o l i c y 
w h e n t h e y , come-, f r o m re l ig ious ' sources. W e 
Categor ize t h e m subconsc ious ly as p i o u s u t terances . 
f r o m those w h o real ly d o n / t unders tand t he score. 

So it shou ld be ed i f y i ng t o no te t h a t at t h e 
recent m e e t i n g o f t h e nat ion 's mayors last week , 
several b ig c i t y leaders begged fo r he lp , say ing the i r 
met ropo l ises c a n n o t exist w i t h o u t great t ransfus ions 
of federa l a i d . T h e j a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been adv ised 
t o f i n d t h e m o n e y by par ing t h e defense budge t . 

4' . * 

In th is case, the re jo inder w i l l b e / ' p o l i t i c s . " So 
w e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s'pend b i l l i ons t o " d e f e n d , " fo r 
ins tance, D e t r o i t , whose mayor w i l l t e l l y o u is at th is 
t i m e a l m o s t b e y o n d surv iva l . 

N o o n e can deny t h a t there is substance t o t h e 
a rgumen t t ha t m i l i t a r y spend ing is necessary in th i s 
impe r fec t w o r l d . Cer ta in l y , h is to ry has t a u g h t us t h a t 
nat ions such as the U.S.S.R: and C o m m u n i s t Ch ina 
are n o t t o be t rus ted . . " ' 

Yet i t becomes impe ra t i ve t h a t w e beg in t o 
ques t ion t h e size o f our defense b u d g e t . Those w h o ' 
are w i l l i n g t o accep t i t b l i n d l y mus t begin; t o have t h e 
answers t o such ques t ions"as " D e f e n d what? O u r 
c rurnb l ing_c i t ies? A peop le a l ready oppressed by 
pover ty? A soc ie ty t h a t wiJI spend Bi l l ion's fo r 
'de fense ' b u t begrudge f o o d for its hung ry? " 

The d r i ve fo r sqrv iva l is, basic. I t 
expens ive. Can w e reafry a f fo rd t o spend] 
our resources on guns, bomb's, subm 
l ike a t t h e expense of f o o d ; books 
s imp le necessities? 
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Late July — the . time oi the 
newspapers like the r̂ lew York Time's 
poe t i ca l l y a b o u t u n d u l a t i n g f ie lds o f g 
by h u m i d w i n d s . 
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year when; 
wax agri-
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Corn, for instaric'e, steepling to the! heavens, is 
i ndeed a a i nsp i r i ng s ight , o f t en p r o v o k i n g ly r ic praise 
— f o r examp le , Rodjgers and Hammerjste ih 's " T h e 
corn is-as. h igh as an e lephant 's eye and 
it 's go i ng c lear u p t d the s k y . " 

t t looks l ike 

S j us t t h e s ight o f fi lelds o f , m a i z e is i l ip l i f t ing bu t . 
c o r n , u n l i k e t he l i l resfpf t h e f i e l d , has an even m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t status — as a s tap le f o o d . 

M o r e A m e r i c a n t han app le p ie , corn ' a lso is 
loaded w i t h nu t r i en ts . O n e ear o f co rn w i t h i t s 
p r o t e i n , fa t , ca rbohydra tes , t h i a m i n , c a l c i u m , niacin,; 
V i t a m i n A a n d , yes,! its 70 .calories, p rov ides a : faiir 
examp le o f t h e b o u h t y o f t h e Lord;: 

- i A n d poe t ry aside, t h e sad fac t is t h a t wl j i i le marry 
o f us en joy t he tas:e and s ight o f co rn Nve m u s t 
real ize t h a t t he re rnany others n o t snar ing i n t h e 
feast. A great deal o1 th is s imp le b u t p r e c i o u s c r o p is-
d i v e r t e d t o f a t t en i ng ' '' "" 
t h e meals o f some w h i l e o thers have l i t t l e o r n o t r n n g . 

I f th is t h o u g h t bothers y o u enough* ib*w|ant t o d o 
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Op imon 
Columnist 
Disputed 
Editor: 

Father Atwell (Courier-Journal 
6-25-75), attempted to supply 
background information to help 
resolve the Arab-Israeli -conflict. I 
believe his arguments are of 
doubtful validity. 

He argues first that the Bible 
(the Word o f Cod) has a .repeated 
promise that " 'this land' belongs 
to Abraham and his descendants 
'forever' ", and that this promise 
is effectively repeated in.the New 
Testament. 

At the time of Copernicus it, 
was the common opinion of 
learned churchmen that the Bible 
gave accurate information on 
astronomy. Eventually it was 
realized that one-of the purposes 
of. the Bible—salvation history-
did not require that the Bible be 
an accurate textbook .of any 
science. I 

• ! i • 
In like-manner I believe that it 

cannot, be held that, the Bible is 
intended to be a valid reference 
source for political disputes on a 
particular geographic territory. It 
would be useful to determine the 
consensus of Scripture scholars 
on this point. 

The difficulties inherent^in 
trying to justify possession of the 
territory of Israel from the Bible 
can be seen if one, attempts to 
specify just who are the 
descendants of Abraham. Father 
Atwell neglects to mention that r 
in many of his epistles, notably in 
his Letter to the Galatians, St. 
Paul points out that the true 
descendants of Abraham are not 
just the lineal descendants of the 
tribes of Jacob. T . 

t • 

In Galatians, Paul'says that 
justification did not come to 
Abraham by circumcision or by 
the Law, but by faith. The con
clusion is that the true 
descendants of Abraham are 
those who accepMhe' fullness of 
revelation brought by Christ and 
the Holy Spirit, the true 
descendants of Abraham would 
seem to. be practicing Christians. 

The Jew, of course, cannot 
accept the New Testament asipart 
of the Bible. But Fatrjer Atwell, 
who does accept it, must quote 
all of the Bible if he wishes to 
argue that it is a, valid,source for 
settling territorial disputes. 

Father Atwell argues next that 
there has been an unbroken 

- i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e Jews w i t h 

Israel" since the time of Abraham. 
T o c o n c t u d e : f r o m t h i s t h a t t h e i r 
claim' upon .the land is therefore 
more valid than tliat; of other 
g r o u p s seems t o m e u n w a r r a n t e d . 

T h e r e has b e e n a n u n b r o k e n 
identification- of. American Irv 
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dians with the North American 
continent since before the time 
of Abraham. Yet who would hold 
that they have the right to 
displace others, who came later, 
from the land? 

In order to prevent endless 
squabbling over territory,' both 
civil law and morjil theology give 
great weight toj 
possession." but| 
possess ion 
something 
couple of hundred, years or less 

- Father Atwell 
vague about the 
what is now the 
since, say, about )875. I,think he 
will find that the 
definitely a minoijity. Perhaps he 
can enlighten us 
decennial census 

immemorial 
immemorial 

m e a n s , I b e l i v e , 
on trie order of a 

is much too 
population of 
State of, Israel 

Jews were very 

b y g i v i n g 
figures. 
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Particularly interesting would 
be the census figures during 
World War I. In 1917 the British 
government, witrr the duplicity 
which perpetuates the name 
"perfidious Albion" for Britain, 
set for the Balfour Declaration. 
This document gave the Jews 
cause to think they could have 
more or less carte blanche to a 
sizable part of Palestine. At the 
same time it gav^ the Arabs the 
impression that there would be a 
(relatively) small newish State as 
part of a larger Arab world. 

1 certainly hope, with Father At
well, that there may be peace in 
t h e l a n d w h e r e t h e ange ls o n c e 

proclaimed" "peace oh earth." 
However, ' that peace was 
p r o m i s e d to m e n o f g o o d w i l l . I n 

order to secure this good wil l , I 
believe that a njiore careful at
tention must begjven tothe basts 
for this peace than Father Atwell 
has so f a r p r o v i d e d . 

Kenneth CLoane 
331 Seneca Pkwy. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14613 

Why No Stand 
On Abortion? 
Editor: 

Re: S h a r o n N o t h n a g l e ' s ' J u n e 25 
letter. It's strange that the St. 
Joan's Alliance lias *no official 
stand, on abortion in as much as it 
purports to be Catholic and the 
Catholic |Church does have an 
official st&nd on cbortion binding 
on, all jCatholics . . . even 
alliances of Catholics. . ' ' • 

Of course Sharon calling the 
Hussars'^ prejudiced arid 

I misinfofnjied is its 2lf a^form of the 
r j u d g m e n t ! a n d - C o n d e m n a t i o n s h e 
alleges to deplore. 

We are warned in the Gospel to 
^ n ^ * g ^ h u r - S l e r t : for Wolves in 
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Richard and jThejresa Hussar for 
. thejf courageand resourcefulness:. 
in voicing their opinions bh St.. 
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More Lhtters 
On Pa$e 6 

Gay Activism 
Incompatible 
Editor: 

Kevin Scahill 
(Courier-Journal, fel 
to be both a Catrjolic and a gay 
activist. 

in his letter 
(-25-75) claimed • 

How is this [Possible? As a 
Catholic, one is devoted to the 
observance of Gcpd's laws. As a 

the 8aY activist, one i<j 
defense of honosexual ,acts. 
Homosexual acts are mortal sins 
a n d m o r t a l s in 3s w e k n o w 

punished by hell 

Therefore • Mr 
serious error if he 
be a C a t h o l i c a n d 
the same time. 

Mr. Scahill and 

devoted to the 

Scahill is in 
thinks one can 

^ gay a c t i v i s t at 

others like him 
cah only hope to fehare in eternal 
happiness if they make a sincere 
effort to refrain fnpm homosexual 
acts. 

It is not mere y society that 
c o n d e m n s - - h o m o s e x u a l acts., i t is 
our blessed LordJ 

Robert Bart 
PO BOX 594 

I t r laca, N.Y. 1 4 8 5 0 

Airwaves Ban 
Of Conci 
Editor: J 

'm 

Read with alaijm your editorial 
o n M a d a l y n O ' H air's c a m p a i g n t o • 

ban religious pnjgrams on radio, 
and presumabl yS? TV (in the 
Oklahoma .area*). 

Let's hope thai this campaign is 
defeated at the autset so that we 
would not, perhaps I n the near 
f u t u r e , f i n d re l ig ipus p r o g r a m s 
being silenced in New York State 
and in the'Rochester area. What a 
sad happening Avould be the joss 
of the Sunday iV ass on TV. Thank 
you for the article - hope.you wil l 
keep your -rear, ers informed .of 
any further devjelopriients. 

MaryM.Studier 
, |l53Mosley 

Rochest^ij, NY. 14616 
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Letters intended I for 
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14604. • 
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