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. _several big city leaders begged for-help, saying their

\z‘

| Just the srght of fr’elds of .raize is uphftmg but

- example of the bounty of the Lord:

Surv1val

The Commission 6f Werld:Justice and Peace" of
the Brooklyn diocese recently excoriated the U.S.
" defense budget whrch, it said, relegates all other
natronal financial prrontres to a back seat.

The commission pornted out that the present
administration, following the:dicates of those gone
by, is asking Congress for $254,2 bilion .in the 1976
" budget. “Of this amount,” the commission said, “the
military will receive!54 per cent, human resources 22

others 14 per cent.”

}
f

The commission putiit'another way. In 1976, it
-will cost the average American family ‘$2,485 for
* military programs, %301 for .health, $258 for
education and social services, and $107 for com-
mumty and regional deve[opment

Startling? Probably not. V)/e hav'e heard such
figures before and still abide by _them. Similarly we
-probably can accept the - ‘possibility that in the
coming year we will spend $1 billion on one mrhtary
project, the B1 bomber, while all medical research in
the world amounts to $4 billion a year. :

We tend to disregard criticisms of such policy
. _when they. come. from religious sources. We
‘categorize them subeconsciously as pious utterances _
" from those who really don t understand the score.

So it should be’ edrfymg to note that at the
. recent meeting of the nation’s mayors last week,

- metropolises canndt exist without great transfusions -
- of federal aid. The;admrmstratron has been advised

to find the money by paring the defense budget. i
: v

In thls case, the rejoinder will be.’ polmcs." So

we will continue to spend billions to “defend,” for
instance, Detroit, whose mayor will tell you-is at this -
time almost beyond survrval

'

No one can deny that thefe is substance to the
argument that mrhtary spending is necessary in this
imperfect world. Certainly, history has taught us that -
nations such as the U.S.S.R: and Commumst Chma
are not to be trusted :

_ Yet it‘becom’ s imperative that we’ begin to
questlon the size of our defense-budget. Those who
are willing to accept it bhndly must begin to have the

. answers-to such questions as “Defend what? Our
crumbling_cities? A people already oppressed by

poverty? A society that will spend pillions for

defense but begrudge food for its hungry?”

The drive for survival is, basic. It also can be
| expensive. Can we really- afford ta spend the bulk of
© our resources on guns, bombs, submarines and the
like at the expense of food,” books, housing and

'J

Tt is- trme that we make ourselve‘, worth tbe
saving. | ’

T COm -
3 Late July — the time of the vear when,
" newspapers like the New York Times may wax agri-
poetically about undula’cmg fields of grain brushed
by humid winds. ] _ ) A
!

- Corn for mstanc,e steephng to the| heavens, is

indeed an inspiring sr,ght often provokmgf Iyric praise

— for example, Rod gers and Hammerstein’s “The
 corn is-as. high as an elephants eye andlit looks like -
, rts going clear up- to the sky.” 2

r

_corn, unlike the liliesrof the field, has an even more -
| important status '— as a st_aplefood. / ‘ H
More American than applée pie, corri -also” s
loaded with nutrients. One ear 6f corn with its
“protein, fat, carbohydrates thiamin, calcium, niacin, -
Vitamin A and, yes,lits 70 3calorres provrdes a falir -

whrle many
m we must: -

s, And poetry asrde the sad fact is th
of us enjoy the taste and sight of ¢
. realize that there n"nany others not sharing in- th

feast. A great deal of this simple but. pnl

diverted to fattening up animals to furt

1 somethmg abeut it] -

- the'meals of some ‘while othershrave lit

lf this thou ght bothers you en
-contact the dio.

per cent, physical resources 10 per cent, and all |

srmple necessrtres? - , -1
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Dlsputed

Edltor

Father Atwell (Courier-Journal
6-25-75), attempted to supply .
background information to help
résolve the Arab-lsraeli-conflict. |
helieve his arguments are of
doubtful validity.

He argues first that the Bible
(the Word of "Cod) has a repeated
promise that ¢ ‘this land’ belongs
to Abraham and his descendants

" “forever’ ”, and that this promise

is effectrvely repeated in the New
Testament

At the time of Copermcus it
was the common opinion of
{earned churchmen that the Bible
gave accurate information on
astronomy. Eventually it was
realized that one of the purposés
of the Bible—salvation history—
did not require that the Bible be
an accurate textbook of any

i

In-like-manner | believe Lhat it
cannot. be held that. the Bible is

“intended to be a valid reference
_source for political disputes on a

particular geographic territory. It
wotild be.useful to determine the
consensus of Scripture scholars
on this boint.

The drffrcultres inherent
trying to justify possession of
territory of lsrael from the’ Brble
can be seen if one, attempts to
specify just who are the
descendants of Abraham. Father
Atwell neglects to mention that,
in many of his epistles, notably in
his Letter to the GCalatians, St.

. Paul points out that the true

descendants of Abraham.are not

_ just the lineal descendants of the

tribes of Jacob. ? ,

In Galatrans Paul says that
justification did nof come ‘to-
Abraham by circumcision or by -
the Law, but by faith.- The con-
clusion is- that the true
-descendants of Abraham are
‘those who accept-the’ fullness of

- revelation brought by Christ and

the Holy Spirit.” the true
desceridants of Abraham would
seem to_be practicing Christians.

The Jew, of course, cannot
accept the New Testament as! 'part
of the Bible. But Father Atwell

who does accept it, rnust quote
all of the Bible if he! wishes to

argue that it is a valid source for

~settling territorial disputes.

Father Atwell argues next that
there has been an unbroken
-identification of the Jews with

. Israel since the time of Abraham.

To condude from this: that their
claim’ upén. the land is therefore
more valid than .that of other
groups seems to me unwarranted

* There -has been an unbroken
rdentrflcatlon of Amencan In
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d:ans with the North- American
continent since before the time
of Abraham. Yet vJ/ho would hold
that they have{the right to
displace others, who came later,
-from the land?

In order to prevent. endless
squabbling over |territory,” both

great weight to “immemorial

More letters
On Paﬁ]e 6

Gay Activisni

civil law and morgl theology give J Incompatible.

possession.” butf “immemorial
possession” means, | belive,
something on the order of a
couple of hundred years or less.

- Father Atwell {is much too
vague about -the| population of
what is now the |State of [srael
since, say, about 1875. | think ke
will find that the [Jews were very
definitely a minority. Perhaps he
can enlighten us| by giving the
decennial census|figures.

Particularly interesting would
be the .census figures during
World Wwar I, In 1917 the British
government, wrtl"r the duplicity
whrch perpetuates the name
“perfidiolis  Albign” for Britain,

This document gave the Jews
cause to think tley could have
more or less cartE blanche to a

. set for the Balf(:gr Declaration.

sizable part of Palestine. At the
same time it gave the Arabs the
impression that there would be a
(relatively) small |Jewish State as
part of a larger Arab world.

1 certainly hope, with Father At—
well, thHat there ripay be peace in
the land where the angels once
- proclaimed” “pedce on earth.”
However,  that] peace was
promised to men lof good will_.In
order to secure -this good will, I
believe that a more careful at-
tention must be-gjven to the basis
for this peace than Father Atwell

has so far provn ed.

enneth O’Loane

: 3 31 Seneca Pkwy.
Rochester, N.Y. 14613

Why No- 'tand" L
On AborlJran?'

Edltor.

Re: Sharon Nothnagle’s June 25
letter. It's strange that the St.
Joan’s .Alliance - has..no official

. stand on abortron in.as much as it

purgorts to be Catholic and the
Catholic |Church{ does have an

.official stand on abortion binding

on ~all iCatholics
alliances of Catholics
G)f course Sharon calling the
pre;udrced and

.oeven .

'

alleges to -deplo
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We are vr'/arned I the Gospel to
He-alert] for wolves in
My Lappreciation to

sheep§' skl

Editor:

Kevin Scahill {in his' letter

{Courier-fournal, 6-:25-75) claimed -

to be both a CatHolic and a gay
activist.

How is this possible? As a
Catholic, one is devoted to the
observance of God's laws. As a

gay activist, one i devoted to the ,

defense of homosexual Aacts.
Homosexual acts jare mortal sins
and mortal sin as we know is

punished by hell.

Therefore » Mr.| Scahill " is in
serious error if he|thinks one can
be a Catholic and h gay activist at
the same time.

Mr. Scahill andothers like him
cah only hope to thare in eternal
happiness if they jmake a sincere
effort to refrain from homosexual
acts. =

It is not merely socrety that
condemns--homosexual acts, it is
our blessed Lord.

> Robert Bart

PO Box 594
ithaca, N.Y. 14850

Airwaves| Ban

of Corr(: m

Editor:

Read with alagm your edrtonal

on Madalyn O’Hapir’s campaign to -

ban religious programs on- radio,
and presumably\e TV (in the
Oklahoma .area?).

Let’s hope that this campaign is
defeated at the putset so that we
would not, per aps in the near
future, frnd ‘religious programs
being srlenced in New York State

and in the Rochester area. What a '

-sad happenmg ould be the. loss
of the Sunday Mass on TV. Thank
you for the artidle - hopé. you will

-keep. your -readers informed .of

any further devy lopments

MaryM Studrer
.- [153.Mosley
- Rocheste NY 14616v
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