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On May 29, Father

--of Meetings.”

my

Il has
subcommiyittees,

form committees.

My -wonderful secretary, Anna Brady, has
/4 thing on scissors and ipaste and clippings.
h great regularrty she puts some selected

‘hiimor on .my desk. | am
‘grateful for her apostolate
-of brighténing the days of
her  bishop. A
‘clipping from the Beacon,
the weekly newspaper of
# the.Diocese -of Paterson,

. struck a responsive chord
in my heart.’
- right when she' remarked
-th an attached note: “I
“ thought you might have,

e than a paésing interest in this articie.”

John Catoir
Paterson wrote an article titled “The Penance
Anna had seen me passing her
- desk each day and saying: 11 see you later,
~ Anpa — maybe in two or three hours. I'm ori
way to a meeting.” She sensed my em-
pathy for the reflectlons of the author. ‘ |

Anyone, even wlth minimal involvement
in the life of the Church of the 70’s,.has to |-
know that this is the age of. meetings. The -
consultative process encouraged by Vatican .,
promoted dialogue,
‘ad hoc’.
standing committees and committees to

Which all adds up .to

,”-PlASTDF!AL PERSPECTIVE

Meetmgs — A

‘antimeeting’ syndromei rapidly developmg‘ ?
within me. I am worklnglto control it because
I believe -that the consultative process has_
much merit, despite the pain that comes. |
it: It is a good promoted by Vatican Il
incarnate the imdge of: the Church " as the
People of God. But we haye to learn how to
use our newfound freedom constructively.
For ages, we l<ept God’s people passive and -
silent. Now we are fated with a flock anxious
to make up 'for lost time by muiltiplying
" opportunities for dialogue and forums for
ventilation.

w:sdom and

recent

‘he had it N

of

|

committees,
committees,

meetings after meetings and exhaustion and

frustration.
anxiety as he noted:

Christians used to wear hair_shirts.

_ they attend meetings,”

" With the same anxiety, | have said more
“If Heaven is defined as a per-
petual meeting, | will be tempted to opt for
I find a growing

than once:

the opposite direction.”

1© understand Father
“In the Middle Ages,-

Catoir’s

Today &

death.

i : N

{ = 4Come to . think of it, I
memories ‘of two committees on which | -
served. But only because they-died an early

I.remenmiber one in Elmira in the first

year of my priesthood. .I was,asked to serve
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| confess ‘that | must develop patience
and tolerance for the pdin of meetings. | find
myself laughing too heartily at aptimeeting
jokes and rémarks.. | have applauded these
recent comments of lecturer$ who are ob-
viously. antimeeting people:

PR . '

1. “A camel’is a horse formed by a:
Committee.” .

1

\

Form of Penance

on a szen s Committee. The first meeting
became ‘the final one when all the mem-
bership voted ‘No’ to-two basic questions: Do
we serve any purpose? and Do we; ‘have any
authority? .

)

l By Brshop ]oseph L-Hogan .

Ao

. The second commrttee was formed by the
Mayor. of Geneva to study the local parks. An
. editorial 'in thé local paper dissolved the
committee whq felt insulted by the; article
headlined: “Mayor Scrapes Bottom of Barrell
tol Form Committee.” The theme was —
“They are mce people — but wrhat do they

know about parks.” l am eternally grateful for
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“Any meeting that lasts more

than "an; hour is a worthless ex-
penditure of human energy." ~

5

“| found myself at one time in
my lrfe i:lS College Professor servmg
on fourteen School Commrttee§
resigned from: all of them to be
liberated to teach — which, after all,

- was what | was hired to do.”"

. 4.7"The good Lord gave us two
ears- and only ‘one mouth. But we
haven’'t got the message.”

have happy
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I like what Father Catoir had tor say about

- the ingredient of
meetings and maké them worthwhile. | have
alvays urged Parish Councils to aflow for a ™
ood -portion of tif
r prayerful reflection.
ost productive part of the meeting, and it
ts the climate for the rest of the agenda.

rayer that could save our

e given at each session
It proves.to be the

Perhaps, Father Catoir observes it’s time

take inventory of our meetmgs$ Here is a
od list for such an inventory. I pray that
Councils,
®buncils and the Diocesan Pastoral Councnl
Il take heed:

Sisters’ Councils, Parish

-

1. “What are .we trying to ac-

complish when we meet?"

What relationship does Jesusl

3. s

_dis,,cussions?'!

,have to thlS meeting?”’

He central our

i
“Have we paused to find out

what He would want?” L

5. “Is our old business and new
business related to His presente?”

J
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vatican news

Vatlcan Issues Gu:delmes on Local Ecumemsm

Vatican City’ [RNS] — The
Vatican Secretariat for-Christian
Unity has issued a  document
providing guidelines for. Catholic
nartmpdtlon in ecumemcal
activity on the local and regional
levels.

7 In an introduction, Cardinal
lohn Willebrands, president of
the secretariat, explalns that the
document “sets ‘out ‘orientations
which do not ‘have the force of
law but which have the welght of
the experience and insights of the
Svcretanat L

Over allj the document
“Ec umemcal C ollaboration at th@
Rv;,nonal thlonal ~and local
levels,” describes ecumenical
activity in positive terms and
encourages ‘Catholic involvement
in it.

But there is a strong emphasis’
on keeping Catholic ecumenical

activity -under “the control of .

bishops and in harmony with
principles laid down by the Holy
See.

. “Ecumenism is an integral part
of the renewal of the Chureh, and
. ifs promotion should be the
- cohstant. concern - "of the local-
-church,” says . the document“
which _uses "local church”

mean - parishes, dioceses and‘
bishops’ * corferences’ on the
natlonal and reglonal fevels.

With the awareness that in a
g,rven place itis. the vehicle-of the .
- action ~ of the

- damentally ‘one,”
states; “th local €
ieady to- take care that ]

; __tratn)es do not go beyond lts
t.co petence and -are- always

undertakeri” within the limits of

the doctrine and the discipline 6t

the whole Catholic Church,
parficularly as this touches the
sacraments.”

In his introduction, Cardinal
Willebrands explained -that . the
document was prepared through

-a -long process, that began with

the writing. of a first draft by
Secretariat staff and consultants
m June 1971.

l Later ‘revisions, he sard made
use of two studies carried out

under the auspices of the Joint,
. Working Croup of .the Vatican’

and the World Councrl of
(hurches R

A tmal version Cardinal
Willebrands said, was approved
at the Secret grlats 1973 plenary
- meeting ‘‘subject to several
lmprovements both in content

and- torm -
l

[

| “These changes as well aé some -

<uggestlons from the
. Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith were incorporated into
t{he final text,” he said. .

resulting document,
Cardlnal Willebrands | said, was
!not a set of directives or
prescriptions” éndowed with
authority in the jundloal sense of

The

fhe word. Rather it is a docuiment
- that givés the kind of information
which ¢an -help bisheps in. &

¢ertain place decide about. the
form to be given to the local
ecumemcal collaboratlon

‘on 'ithe

-.and

After
cumenical

sectlons
task’”

g
chun
ecumemcal

movement

'Holy_S_

on/ a falth ~which . on ‘many -
;e%entral pomts is also commoln

. “the/
e Catholic understandmg of local -
fr.and its lrelatrona to.. th)e

document describes the various
forms of local ecumenical ac-

Aty

The most extended treatrnent is

. given to councils of churches and

issues refated to Catholic. par-
ticipationin then).

L ¢
Recon}wmendatrons of. the
Secretarlattare §ummanzed in a
12-point section on :*Pastoral.and

* Practical Reflectrons for Local -

Fcumenical- Action.” Among. the
“reflections” are -the following:

*“Full account ought to be
given to loca’l~ needs and
problems i o organizing
ecumenical action; models from
other pldaces dannot simply” be

rmrtated

* o Ultlmately rt is always the -

, responsrb:hty of the regional or .

national 'episcopal conference to
decide on /the acceptability- and
the: appropriateness of ali forms
of local ecumenical action. They
should do this in ‘céoperation-
with the ppropnate organ. of the
-viz. the Secretariat for
Promot /ng, Christian Umty

F What really matters is not
the creatlon of new structurés but
the cf)llaboratlon ‘of Christians i
pfaver reflection -and action,

based on icommon baptlsm aqd

/ *“Among the many forms lof

J.cumemcal cooperat' on councils
Ofw churches and . Christian

" [.councils. are not the .only -form
[ but they: are ceftainly one of the
. more”im ortant Since regronal
" national”.and - local -councils are
marly ‘parts of the
“world- and do- play an important
o 'role‘nn e umemcal relatnons the l

widespreat

them are welc

involved.
clear that whe
part in a council, they can enter.
into - such discussions only in

conformity with the teaching of

t’heir Church.

“The first |and
responsrbrlrty for a decision to
join a council

+ highest ecclesiaitrcal authority in
y-the council. In

practical terms this responsibility,

Vatican Aide,
E. Germans Talk

— AfChblShOp Catholics from' the German

Catholic Churc

responsrble contacts’ which the
is having with

(;l“(-"

“It s normlal that councils-

the area served

]

° Rome [RNS]

Agostlno Casaroli,

should want to discuss and reflect
upon the doctrinal bases of the
practical projects they undertake.
But in such cases it is important
_to clarify the doctrinal principles
It shpuld always “be
Catholics take

“immedijate

rests with the

Pope Paul’s

top foreign affairs alde said-here

that his talks
officials of

jith - high-ranking

Communist East

Germany had been “useful and

-fruitfal .”

The' Vatican| prelate, who is
" secretary of the Council for the

Public: A¥fairs| of the

 returned here June. 15 following a |
East Berlin with

week of talks i}

Church,

Foreign' Minister Oskar Fischer,
Hans Sergewaser the secrétary

for church™ affairs
" government au thormes

An “East” Beffin broaiicast sand:
that before leaving, .

Casaroli had | “conveyed Pope
Pauls satlsf ctlon that 150

and other

rchbishop

150t transferable With regard to

natfonal councils the authorify
would generally be the episcopal
conference (where there is only
one diocese for the nation. it

-would be -the Ordinary ot the

diocese). In reaching a decision,
there  must  necessarily  be
communication with the
Sedretariat  for
Christian Unity.” F

Ac ancluding section drC.CLlsses
v(umtnrcal action through
“informal groups of a spon-
taneous kind” such as prayer

. groups or groups directed toward

vanous a(tlon goals. Groups of
this' kind “‘umder Catholic
responsibility,”” the document
says, should function in- full

communion with the local

brshop .

Democratic Republic I(DDR)
-would be able to participate in a
Holy Year pllgnmage to Rome at
the end of June.” .

The broadcast said it would be
the f|r5t time that ©DDR
authorltles} have permitted a
pilgrimage of Eakt German
Catheliés—to Rome. - i

A West German radio.report
said’ that .the Vatican diplomat

. had laid awreath at the memorial

to. those who died in the Nazi

concentration
Buch;enwald and also visited the;

house of Johann Wolfgang von ,
Goethe, the 19th Century Germani .

,poetl dramatist and philosopher.
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