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Meetings— A Nev^Form of Penance 
By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

M y w o n d e r f u l secretary, Anna Brady, has 
/a t h i n g on scissors and paste and d i p p i n g s ; 
Wrtjh g r e a t j ^ g u l a r i t y she pu ts .some selected 

g e m s o f w i s d o m a n d 
' h u m o r on m y desk. I am 
gra te fu l f o t her aposto la te 

-of b r i gh ten ing the days of 
he r b i s h o p . A r e c e n t 
c l i p p i n g f r o m the Beacon, 
the week l y newspaper- of 
t he - D iocese ^of Paterson, 
s t ruck a responsive chord 
in m y heart . She had it 
r i gh t w h e n she remarked 
ih an a t tached note : " I 
t h o u g h t you m i g h t have , 

m o r e t h a n a passing interest ift th is a r t i c l e . " 

of 
desk 
An ru 
my 

On M a y 29, Father John Cato i r o f 
Paterson, w r o t e an ar t ic le t i t l e d " T h e Penance 

M e e t i n g s . " A n n a had seen me passing her 
each day and saying: ' rl 'll see you later, 

a — m a y b e in t w o or th ree 'hours . I'm ori 
w a y t o a m e e t i n g . " She sensed m y e m ­

pa thy for t he re f lect ions, o f t h e author . 

Anyone^ even w i t h m i n i m a l i n v o l v e m e n t 
in the l i fe o f t he Church of the 70's^-has t o 
k n o w tha t th is is t he age of, meet ings. The 
consu l ta t i ve process encouraged by V a t i c a n , 
II has p r o m o t e d d ia logue , c o m m i t t e e s , 
s u b c o m m i t t e e s , ' a d h o c ' , c o m m i t t e e s , 
s tand ing c o m m i t t e e s and commi t t ees t o 
f o r m c o m m i t t e e s . W h i c h a l l adds u p t o 
meet ings after meet ings and exhaust ion and 
f rus t ra t ion . I ' unders tand Father Catoir 's 
anx ie ty as he n o t e d : " I n t he M i d d l e Ages,_ 
Christ ians used to wear hair shirts. Today 
they a t t end m e e t i n g s , " 

W i t h the same anx ie ty , I have said more 
than o n c e : " I f Heaven is de f ined as a per­
petua l m e e t i n g , I w i l l be t e m p t e d t o op t for 
the oppos i t e d i r e c t i o n . " I f i n d a g r o w i n g 

' an t imee t i ng ' syndromej rap id ly d e v e l o p i n g 
w i t h i n me . I am wo rk i ng | t o con t ro l i t because 
1 be l ieve t h a t t he consu l ta t i ve process has 
m u c h mer i t , desp i te t h e pa in tha t comes w i t h 
i t . I t is a g o o d p r o m o t e d by Va t i can I r t o 
i incarnate t he image of'• t h e Church as; t h e 
People o f G o d . Bu t w e haVe t o learn b d w t o 
use our n e w f o u n d f r e e d o m cons t ruc t i ve l y . 
For ages, w e kep t God's peop le passive and 
s i lent . N o w w e are f aced w i t h a f l o ck anxious 
t o make up for lost t i m e by m u l t i p l y i n g 
oppor tun i t i es for d i a l ogue and fo rums for 
v e n t i l a t i o n . , V 

I confess t h a t I must d e v e l o p pa t ience 
and to le rance fo r t he pa in o f meet ings. I f i n d 
mysel f l augh ing t o o hear t i ly at a n t i m e e t i n g 
jokes and remarks! I have app lauded these 
recent c o m m e n t s of, lecturers w h o are o b ­
v ious ly , a n t i m e e t i n g pe'pple: > 

1. " A came l is a horse f o r m e d by a i 
C o m m i t t e e . " 

2. " A j i y mee t i ng t ha t lasts m o r e 
than an| hou r is a wor th less ex­
pend i t u re o f h u m a n energy . " ' 

3. " I f o u n d myse l f a t one t i m e in 
m y l i f e , a s . Col lege Professor serv ing 
o n fou r teen " S c h o o l Commi t tee^ . , I 
resigned f r o m al l o f t h e m t o be 
l ibera ted t o teach — w h i c h , af ter a l l , 
was w h a t I was h i red t o d o . " 

. 4 . ' " T h e g o o d Lord gave us t w o 
ears and on l y one m o u t h . But w e 
haven ' t got the message." 

^ C o m e to t h i n k o f i t , I have happy 
memor ies o f t w o commi t t ees on w h i c h I 
served. But on l y because they d ied an ear ly 
dea th . I r emember one in Elmira in the f i rst 
year o f m y p r ies thood . I was^asked t o serve 

j - „ 

op a C i t i zen 's C o m m i t t e e . The f i rs t m e e t i n g 
became the f i na l one w h e n al l t he -mem­
bership Vo ted ' N o ' t o t w o basic ques t ions : D o 
we serve any purpose? and D o w e : have any 
author i ty? 

I The second c o m m i t t e e was f o r m e d by t h e 
Mayor, o f Geneva t o s tudy t he local ; parks. A n 
ed i to r ia l in the loca l paper d isso lved t he 
c o m m i t t e e w h q fe l t insu l ted by the, a r t i c le 
head l i ned : " M a y o r Scrapes B o t t o m ' o f Barrel l 
t o Form C o m m i t t e e . " The thefme Was — 
"They are ,nice peop le — b u t w h a t d o t hey 
k n o w abou t parks . " I am e terna l l y glrateful fo r 
tha t ed i t o r i a l . . ! 

I l ike w h a t Father Cato i r had to lsay a b o u t 
the ing red ien t o f prayer t ha t c o u l d save o u r 
meet ings and make t h e m w o r t h w h i l e . I .have 
always urged Paris]r\ Counc i l s t o aillow for a 
good po r t i on o f t i m e g iven at each session 
for p rayer fu l r e f l ec t i on . It p r o v e s . t o be t h e 
most p r o d u c t i v e par t o f ..the m e e t i n g , and i t 
sets the c l i m a t e fo r t he rest o f the agenda. 

Perhaps, Father Cato i r observers, it 's t i m e 
te take i nven to r y o f ou r meet ings ! Here is a 
good list for such an i nven to ry . Ij pray tha t 
Piiests'- Counc i l s , Sisters' Counc i l s , Parish 
^Councils and the D iocesan Pastoral C o u n c i l 
w i l l take heed : -

1.- " W h a t are w e t r y i ng t o ac­
c o m p l i s h w h e n w e mee t? " 

2. " W h a t re la t ionsh ip does. Jesus 
have' to this mee t ing?" i 

3. " Is He cent ra l . t o ou r 
.d iscuss ions?" 

-j 

4. " H a v e w e paused to f i n d ou t 
w h a t He w o u l d w a n t ? " | 

5. " Is our o ld business and new 
business re la ted t o His presence?". 

Vatican news 
Vatican issues Guidelines on Local Ecumenism 

.: t: 

Vat ican City [RNS] - The 
Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Uni ty has issued a document 
providing guidelines for. Catholic 
part ic ipat ion in ecumenical 
activi ty on the local and regional 
levels. 

In 'an in t roduct ion. Cardinal 
lohn Wil lebrands, president o f 
the secretariat, explains that the 
document "sets tout orientations 
which do not have the force of 
law but wh ich have the weight of 
the experience and insights of the 
Secretariat." 

-j . -

Over a\\\ t h e d o c u m e n t , 
"Ecumenical Col laborat ion at the 
Regional,- NiationaL and local 
levels," deJcribes ecumenical 
activity in positive > terms and 
encourages Catholic involvement 
in i t . 

But there is a strong emphasis 
on keeping Catholic ecumenical 
activity under ' the control of 
bishops and in harmony wj th 
principles laid down by the Holy 
See. 

. "Ecumenism is- an integral part 
of the renewal of , the Church, and 
its promot ion should be the, 
constant, concern ' of the local -
church / ! says . t h e document,, 
wh i ch uses " loca l chu rch" to 
mean- parishes, dioceses ' a n d ' 
bishops' conferences' on the 

"national and regional levels. 

. "With the awareness that in a 
given place it is the vehicle-of .the 
presence cind ac t ion" of " the 
Camolrc Church, wh i ch "is f un -
darftenjal ly one," t h e document, 
states-;, "'the< local: cUut£\\^vi\\ be 

"ready, to take'-.care that its free 
' i n i t ia t ives , dp not ^p beydnd ' i ts 
competence- 'and 

undertaken within the limits of 
the doctr ine and the discipl ine o f 
the w h o l e Ca tho l i c C h u r c h , 
particularly as this touches the 
sacraments." 

In bis in t roduct ion, Cardinal 
Wil lebrands explained -that, the 
document was prepared through 
•a long process, that began w i th 
the wr i t ing of a first draft by 
Secretariat staff and consultants 

tim June 1971. 

I Later revisions, he said, made 
u|se o f . two studies carried out 
under the auspices of the Joint 
Work ing Group of the Vat ican" 
and the Wor ld Counci l ' of 
Churches". 

A f inal , version, Cardinal 
Willebrands .said, was approved 
at the Secretariat's 1973 plenary 
m e e t i n g ' ' s u b j e c t t o several 
improvements both in content 
and f o rm . " "*" 

i - , . ' ' 

| " t hese changes as well as some 
suggest ions f r o m t h e 
Congregation for the Doctr ine of 
the Faith were incorporated into 
the f inal text," he said. 

, The r e s u l t i n g d o c u m e n t , 
(Cardinal Wil lebrands said, was 
' 'not a set of ' directives or 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s ' e n d o w e d w i t h 
authori ty in the jur idical sense of 
the word. Rather i t is a document . 
that gives the kind of information' 
wh ich can help bishops i n . a , 
certain place decide about the 
fo rm t o be given t o t he - l oca l 
ecumenical col laborat ion." 

A f t e r sec t ions ' o n " t h e 
E c u m e n i c a l t a s k " and " t h e / 
Cathofjc understanding of local/ 
e h u r c h a n d its Jrelatlohs- t o . t h e 

a re ' ; always.^ epimieni .caj m o v e m e n t , " th'e 
• • - • - • - t . . - . • • - .>>-. * - . / - -" 

document describes, the various 
forms of local ecumenical ac­
t ivi ty. 

The most extended treatment is 
given to councils of churches and 
issues related to Catholic par­
t i c ipa t ion ' in them 

Recommenda t ion ' s of. t h e 
Secretariat, are summarized in a 
12-poiht section on ;"Pa"sto*fal,.and 
Practical Reflections for Local 
fcumenical-Action " Among the 
"ref lect ions" are the fo l low ing : 

* "Pull account ought to be 
g iven t o loc^ ' l - needs and 
p r o b l e m s in' ; o r g a n i z i n g 
ecumenical action; models from 
other places Gannfot simply' be 
imitated. ' / 

/ 
* "Ul t imate ly , i t is always the 

responsibility of the regional or 
national episcopal conference t o 
decide on ;fhe acceptab i l i ty 'and 
the ; appropriateness of all forms 
of local ecumenical act ion. They 
should do this in cooperation 
wi th the appropriate organ, of the 
Holy See,-viz. the Secretariat for 
Prorribti'ng Christian Unity. 

responsible contacts wh ich the 
Catholic Church is having w i th 
them are w e l c o n e . 

•' " I t is normal that councils-
should want to discuss and -reflect 
upon the doctr inal bases of the 
practical project vthey undertake. 
Hut in such cases it is important 
to clarify the doctr inal principles 
involved. It should always be 
clear that when Catholics take 
part in a counc i l , they can enter 

jssions only in 
the teaching ~of 

into - such disc 
conformi ty wi th 
their Church 

*"The first 
responsibility 
jo in a counci 
highest ecclesi. 
the area served 
practical terms 

and immediate 
fpr a decision to 

rests w i th the 
aitical authority in 

by the counci l . In 
his responsibi l i ty 

•is/hot transferable. W i t h regard to 
matronal counci ls the authori ty 
wou id generally be the episcopal 
conference I where there HS on ly 
one diocese for the nat ion, it 

-would be the Ordinary of the 
dioc ese). In reaching a dec ision. 
there must necessar i ly be 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h the 
Secretar ia t fo r P r o m o t i n g 
Christian Unity.'-' [ . 

A concluding section discusses 
e c u m e n i c a l a c t i o n t h r o u g h 
" in formal groups of. a spon­
taneous k i n d " such as prayer 
groups or groups directed toward 
various action goals. Croups of 
t h i s k i n d "under C a t h o l i c 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " t h e d o c u m e n t 
says, ^should function in- full 
c o m m u n i o n w i t h t h e l oca l 
bishop.. u 

Vatican Aide, 
E. Gennans Talk 
' Rome TRNSl .— ArchbishoD Ca tho l i c s f ro r rv the 

. * "What really matters is not 
the creation of new structures but 
the collaboration of Christians in 
pha^er, ref lect ion and a c t i o n ^ 
based on jcpmmon baptism and 
on/ a fa i th which on many 
essential points is also' common. 

affai 

Rome [RNS 
Agost ino. Casa 
top foreign 
that his talks 
o f f i c i a l s o f 
Germany had 
f ru i t fu l . " 

The Vat ican 

— Archbishop 
o l i , Pope Paul's 
rs aide, said "here 

A/ith high-ranking 
C o m m u n i s t East 
been "useful and 

/ * "Among the many forms -of 
ecumenical cooperation councils 
/of^o. c h u r c h e s , a n d - Ch r i s t i an 
councils i re not the only-form 
b u t theyi.are certainly one" of the 
more / impor tan t . Since regional, 
national and: local councils are 
widespreacJ'tn many parts of the 
wor ld jancf do p lay .aft; impor tant 
rbfe in ecumenical relations, the 

prelate, w h o is 
secretary of th? Counci l for the 
Public" Affairs, of t he Church, 
returned fiere Jufie.15 following a 
week o f .talks ih-East Berlin w i t h 
Foreign' Minister Osk'ar Fischer, 
Hans Seigewasser, the secretary 
for church afa i rs( and other 
government authorities. - . '• 
' An East'Berlin broadcast said-
that before leaving. Archbishop 
Casaroli had "conveyed Pope 
Paul 's sa t i s f ac t i on t h a t 150 

J i l l 

Catholics f r om ; the German 
Democratic Republic i(DDR), 

-would be able to participate in a 
Holy Year pilgrimage to Rome at 
the end of June." , 

' T h e broadcast said i t wou ld be 
t h e 'first; . t i m e t h a t D D R 
authoritiesj have permit ted a 
-p i lg r image o f Eafct G e r m a n 
Gath©ties-to Rome. • |_ 

A West German rad io . report 
said that the. Vatican' diplomat 
t iad la id a wreath at the memoria l 
to . those w h o d ied in the Nazi 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n : c a m p o f f 
Buchenwald, and also visited the,-
house of Johahh Wol fgang von 
GbetBe,.the 19th Century 'German! 
poet, 'dramatist and philosopher. 

?-. 
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