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- chiefiand most vocal proponent,

8

. . sepafate

v the’ Emperor
pened on May
erlal palace ata.

(modern Istanbu|1 . 't

e ,v' ‘rrrdmg concern of thrs
- frrst assembly of bishops fror.all-.
‘patts of “the whote world”. was: to .
find. '?' remedy for the distur-
"bances thatt had. senously
troubled the Eastern provingeés of .

that world — the:Roman empire

— for near!y two years, 4 .

The "cause'- lof these dlstur- -
2 involved: fiéting. .

bances, ‘which
and fighting ih “one “city after
another, was 'a new teaching _
about a basic mystery of the
Christian religion. The teaching, -

known as “Arianism,” ' after its

Anusi a priest, in Alexandria,-was

in :essence a'/denial that Jesus

Chnst |s God:*
1 T

“Ar)amsm,- taccordrng to the:
OXfO{d Drcthonary of the:

)

CHristian Chiirch,  “maintdined
. that the Son ofr iGod {or the Word) |
was not eternal but. created by
God the Father from nothing as’|
an rnstrument for the creation of |
the vs%orld and that therefore He
was not God" by nature, but a
changeable creature, His drgmty,
as Son of -God havmg ‘been
bestowed on Him by the Father,

on account of - His fOreseen|.

abrdmg nghteousness ‘ O

‘The brshops ‘of ' what came to‘
be known as the first Council of;

Nrcaea condemned . Arius”
teaching as flatly-contradictory to|

traditional. Christian belief and
affirmed that- Christ is trulyt
divine, “true Cod.”

Alihough the record shows that
this conciliar! actiop did not put
an end to the controversy, which
continued to afflict the Church
for more thah half a century, it
did fay the gioundwork for lates}
‘conciliar  declarations and
. provide the basis for what the
Westmrnster .Dictionary o
Church Histdry calls-“the whol
“frampwork of Christian theologj
as tradltronally expressed

-

Offer Final

o Lrght young women have made
. their| final c'ommrtment to th
Sisters of St.. Joseph in rece
weeks. The ; traditional rite ° 2{
-offering. vows was set in seve
htergres embellishe

* with; contemporary details. .|

Sr<ters .Christine Lloyd an

/ Mary Maywdlt, who teach at St
Agnes ~High! ~School,. shared

_-ceremony  at the Motherhous
Durlfg the Offertory, St. Agne

. girls performed a titurgical danc

cho. eographed by Sister Mar

Kay yan.

Sister Ann Dobbertrn had a fol
liturgy:at Holy Trinity, Webster
and used herfpupils’ artwork as ¢
pro ram cover. -

|

S| ter : Jeanne Marrer Day’s
guests at St. Charles Borromeo i
Creece were; the children of St
. Joseph’s Villa nearby, where shé
teac €s: . -

At three of the ceremofues the
omilies  were delivered b;
s of the St Joseph-
Srsters EIJzabeth Anrr; )

-religious cantent,

- particularly

St..onseph Sisters =
Iedg S

‘Frank, daughter of Albert G.

. Parrsh Rochester;

A fresco d

;r

L

It is the!judgiment of many |
scholars that the Arian heresy .
" posed a very grave danger to the
Church. In
vonh ‘Harnack (1850- 1936)
eminent Cefiman church historian
and contrgversial theologian,.
Arianism, i
would have ruined Christanity,
completely, | -emptying it of all’
leaving it a’
mere systerh of cosmology and;
ethics.

The late Msgr. Philip Hughes,-
British Catholic ‘historian, in his-
”t}-hstory of | the Ceneral Coun-:
cils
“one of the reatest dangers” that
the Church has had to face, “and
this despite thelfact that, .in- the'
critical Fousth Century, Annarsm.
was never 3 popu ar thrﬁg

The laity}as a whole, revolted? .

it: was this revolt,
in the East, that led
Constantrn wrthm a few: months

from it. An

. s 1

O

LeValley, Mary Lee Brshop and
Sheila Briody. : ‘

Mother !Agnes Cecilia Troy
"commenteld on the *“in:

drvrduahzei ap_proaches to these

solemn rit: ;
"Todays’Srster of St. }oseph

she'said, “ekercises her own skill$

and rnterests

within the context of overal]l
congregatlonal goals.” - ;
| Cod

The new Sisters are: - 1

- Jeanne Marre Day, daughter of
Mr and Mrs. Donaldi Day, St
Alphonsus Parish, - AuBurn; Ann
Dobbertin, daughter of Mr. and"
Mrs... Clemens . Dobbertin, St
Theodore Parish, Cates;: Margaret

Frank, Our Lady of Good Counsel
Kathleén
Leahy, daughter of ‘Mr. and ‘Mr
James . Leahy,- St. - Paul Paris
Whitesboro, in the DJocese of .

Syracuse e,

Chnstme Lloyd daug “ter
Mrs. Anna ‘M, L
iparish; Pénfield;/ M
\daughttler of Mr. a
b i

he opinion-of Adolf -

chara tenzed Arianism as: .
Nicae

in ~a personal ’
response tolthe people she serves, -

plctmg the first ecumenical il
_being anathematized: The prcture was painted about’ 1500 at
- Herakhon m Crete (RNS) X

shiows Arius

X Appa ently the only bishops’
'ornJch West were from North
Carthage), italy (Mitan); -
ijon), "and ltwo  other
Sees. . . ,i .

'Weste’rr‘

" Popel|Sylvester 1, the Bishop of
Rome, was unable to] attend. He
. was represented by jtwe prrestS‘ :
from his diocese; |
S ‘ L.
o How many blshopsf attended is
not. knbwn. with ceftainty] The
traditignal number is|318, but the
- Dictionary |thmks bet,
ween 220 ahd 250 "more i ely

After the scar]et~and—golc clad
mastef] of “the wholé world” had -
opened the proceedings with a’
spéech) of welcome. and an
_ exhorthtion to peaceful | con-’
ference,the council fathes got -
‘doWn to- busr,ness . o
- First off they rejected an|Arian
 creed pfferedi by Bishop Eusebius
of Nrcomedra the chief ally of
Arius Then after " jmuch
di'scussron ahd “argument; took
(probib!y) the Baptismal Creed of
Jéruslem, as it is called, inserted a -
key 4+ non—Scnptural ~— [ word,
- homoyousion; and’ declared: -

. "We believ,e . . . in one Lord

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born

. of the Father; God from Ced, the
sole-Begotten; that is to-say, of
the stibstance of the Father, God
God from true God,.not made, of -

the same nature as, (or.con-

lof his conquest of the emplres h
substantial with) — homolousion
Eastern provinces, to convoke the % Father, through whor all
are in

Fs
lChurChS first general councri things. were na de. which

The ichref concern of this
! theologically naive, but en-
convert
it had triumphed,|" Chrrstranrty who, deferred his
baptrsm until he lay on, his death
was for

: thusiasfic,

‘bed .25 vyears later,

pohtlcal

as such'
t

invitation

LAsia  [Minos.
bshod

ween |

Rl Law

On Abortron

Loses inCourt
Rhode

Provrdence [RNS_l

Islands 20-day-old dbortion law,
whichi  barred physicians from ;
-aborting a “quick ‘child” (fetus)-
and imposed . the _liability of -
“manslaughter,
-was tuled unconstitutional by a.

‘prosecution for

erderalr judge here:

constitutionalbecause it failed to
include the mental and physical

-health: of the mother as_an ex-

unity- and domestic
tranquillity, rather than for
settlemént of a theoLngcal issue

bishpps  came to
1from all icorners ‘of the.
,emplre The vast! bulk of them
were from’ the Greek-speaking
lands where the Atian trouble was =
raging} Egypt, Palestine, Syria,and | &7+
But there "were
{ also from Persia and the
Caucapus from. the lands ‘bet-
1 1the . Dangbe and
Aegeain and from Creece.

But, aFesp ndmgsto the imperial -

7

. heaven and on earth -

. observance of

from |God, Light from ngl’t true:

This Nicene dedara‘t‘ron with -
four antizArian * cendemnations
(anathemas) attachedl were
subscribed to be all the Council
fathers present, except two.;

' The bishops then took up other
matters .of lesser import —
touching. on the date for the
Easter, the
readmission “of schrsmatrcs and
apostates, and various aspects of-
clerical life — and closed their
séssion either on June 19 or June
‘25, 325, (Authorities differ: Some
modern scholars have argued that

. the closure was only an ad-

journment, and that a second and
concluding session was held in
326.) .

‘The word homo-ousion
however, as it turned out, was to
haunt the first Council of: Nrcaea
‘Adopted as a touchstone to
distinguish traditional, .@rthodox

" faith in the divinity of Christ from

Arian aberrations, it ‘actudlly, and
‘unfortunately for Church’ Unity,
was susceptrble to variant,
unorthodox mterpretatrons

And so rt was J:hat Arianism, in

prolrferatmg forms, was not really
buried once and for all unfll the

" Council of Constantinople —

reckoned as the Church’s sécond
i—cumenrcal Council — in- 381.

1

But it was the Church's first
tcumenical Council _that, had
intended to, and did, solemnly
aﬁrrm the divinity of the man

esus Christ, and! unswervmgly

wn'’ the centuries 'the, Church

s continued™to prodlarm that
H is- rndeed “true God from true
Ch”

Church 1975

.to

“Andrew Greeley

the - ., There_are distinct advantages

the United States -for bemg
Jewtsh. b

Che of the more important is
when 'a member of the
Jewish cultural elite begins to
k- monsense, he gets clob- -
bered from “all srdes The people
whg. write: lefters to “Com-
mentary” magazme may not be
the Imost -gentle . and kindly soufs.
in the world, but at least, ‘they
keep their. friends: .and neighbors
honest.! If you are a’jewish in-
“tellectual, you darn well have to
know what you re ttalkmg about.

‘Judge Raymond ' J. Pettrne
. chief judge of the U.S: District - ut if you are b Catholic in-
.Court ;|n"‘Prov|dence said the tell ctual thats not necessary at
stateld statute = was un- all.| You can, wrjte  the most

unrformed nonsensé and get

away with it, 'bedause Catholic
_ intgllectuals “are| sacred per-

‘ception for. permlttmg an ~sornages above and beyond
- abortion. .. criticism r|]n th(;'{, own ' com-'- .
muni This en Ies them to

St’at Atty Gen JUhUS C. writ tdevel an pretentrous

Mrchéelson .said' he intended to .
» appeal ‘the ruhng to the W.S.
Crrcu;t Court of Appeals in

Boston

by GoVv. Phili
efined a “

The Rhode lsland law srgned significant.” Abigail

Noel in. Iate May,
ick child” as ‘one- . o
wrthia heartbeat; eféctronically - -aré
o m brain.

- ¢ dlscerhrble~ movement, and the _
oy abrht\/,. to survive thé trauma of.
hi exception ‘to the

lved a case in.which the
' Wwas -endangered}

‘of the - measure

waves,

nomsense, and still have - the-
plepsant feelmg hat - they " are
rsay’mg somethmg mbortant and
McCarthy, a
charming and gifted woman; 1 am
‘told=has recently joined the ranks.

- pontificating on the subject”
of .thnrcrty -

he- Lady Abrgarl [grud ing|
concedes that there. m¢ ay | begsor%rg
.gopd ‘things to Yy about
ethnicity,. but Guo; ef ‘with, ad-
|, mitation the' comménts of Justus
- Geprge lawlor’ on “the ethnic

revival. No man fo use mild and

mdderate -language;, he calls the

ney ethnics “rébarbative _and
yvnless apd thv eLthnlc traits

" {%:hrymose The Jrish expect to

f the Catholjc thlhgentsra who -

T I
tatins, Lawlor -tells “us, are

urged to be ethnic by actmg
passionate, irrational,. and

bibtilous, credulous; and
orious. Slavs are supposed to
be lusty, gutsy, and liberated from

de dorants. If you are as im-
pprtant as justus Ceorge Lawiar,
you don't have to provrde
documentation ﬁor vour asser-+
‘tions. If that's the e way he says the
new ethnicists ard then- that s the
way they are. f e

W 1s the new ethnrcrty,
McCarthy asks, -J'lght path or a
byway!? | wonder ow many other
social phenomepa &dre to ‘be
jubjected to [such sim-
leminded moyal, ;udgment?
American society has been
diverse from thelvery beginning;
it is_still diverse. And Ms. Mc-
Carthy-wonders Whether that is a
- Jypath or the ’ nght way. * \

Then the Lady Ablgari turns to
our reluctant; correspondent,

newspaper article about a speech
of miné. Now there is no reason
why she should feel any need to
refer to my workbut at the risk of
being petulant, { must say that if
“1she does refer, to +jt, the in-

iwauld be to. rely on” something
{rrire than newsFaper accounts of

a lecture. pent four years

[ SR

relying” on quotations " from a-

tellectuplly horest thing to ‘do ©

‘'woking on| a tome "Ethnicity in -

‘the Uhited States. T Ms. Mc-
Carthy| wants fto speak to-my
position, as she puzzles .over

- the"new ethnicity, she should at

least do me the courtesy of :

’

readlng the book

© 'Okay, so the Catholic  in-
‘tellectuals don t want to read my

“book. | write too much anyhow.,

iBesides, youf itypical armchair
Cathoﬁc expert’ doesn 't have the
'trme to | pote’ ovef statistical’
rtables. Byt theyi could turn to the

LDew book by Nathan Clazer and™

aniel P. Moyrjihan ”Ethnrcrty ”
.11t is a coliection of essays -by
i scholars from all-over the.world.
‘Maybe if-the Catholic critics ‘of
ethmcrty realizé that the book is
rpub ished- by .the American
i Académy of Arts and. Sciences

* and-based on papers presented at
;a meeting at Daedalus 'House,
1 they Lwrll ‘be_ impressed.

t American Academy approves
ethi
nght for Cathohcs to accept it.

icity, maybe “it- will: be all

I th,e :
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