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By CARMEN VIG ucc

“It looks like we'll be sending 7

A helicopters to transport "Catholics
out of the inner city.” -

Tlgrs was said i in. obvious jest by

a diocesan offrcral at the time of
the announcing 6f the collapse of

the Council of Inner City Parishes .

(CICP) in early May.. Approprrate

in that it was uttered; at the time |

‘of the evacuation of Saigon,”it
‘nonethelbss was
‘intent ds the Church of Rochester
is lndeed not putlifg out of the
center city ,|but] searching

~ diligently for ways td} tmprove its

. ‘ministry there, ]

Still the remark had some. gnm
humor. This year has seen:

" *The collapse’ of ‘the CICP
school system. | )

“The end of 't_he CICP itself.
*The closihg of St Luciy'é

" parish and with it the transfer of -
the only black pastor in theé

diocese, Fathet 'Stanley Farien

. who will be returnmg_to hl

Divine Word order
*The transfer of veteran inner
city pastors, .such as Father
.Joseph 'Beatini, 21 years at. St.
Francis Xavier and Father
Raymond Booth, Mount Carmel
co-pastor for five years, and a
prime mover in the CICP. !

Add to this the retirement of
Holy Redeemer’s Msgr. Joseph E
Vogt and the transfer of his
associate pastor, Father Paul
Schnacky and the situation could
provoke gatlows humor.

‘But in actuality such reasoning

e absurd  The diocese 15 looking

far .new  and hopefully more
meaningful ways of serving inner
tity people. The financial
collapse of the school system
‘which provided the most éf-
fective work as well as the most
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Thrs is the first of a serl\es of artlcles in the Couner-]oum 8 wthlI'I C I-C P PAR[SH ES

will explore the situation in the inner city of Rochester. The articles will
explain what has happened and why, what directigns the Church will be,
moving toward, and how the, center- city problem has ap hcatnon

-throughout. the diocese.

'Spélclialg
Report 1/

volvement in the core . C1ty has
created a major problem but the
- diocese hopes to produce even

more’ effective and appropriate”

ministries and make them af-
_fordable.

The general effect of the
schools’ c,Iosmgs is obvious. but
there some other, miore subtle
disadvantages. For instance, 43
fulttime people’ will be lea\/mg
the-inner city with the closing of

the schools there, This number:,
includes 23 Sisters _from three;

orders — Sisters of Mercy, Schoal-

Sisters of Notre Dame and the'

SiSters of St. Joseph.

Their teaching capability will:
be nissed but even more telling
will be the loss of their inner cityl
knowledge. The Sisters must
apply early for September
assignments *so -cannot wait for
developments to .provide then
with _center city possibilities.
Likewise lay teachers must begin
looking for work now.

Time will tell how serious such
losses are. Obviously diocesan
officials feel that new approaches
are needed in inner city ministry
Some of this sentiment may have
grown from a special study
conducted by - the Office, of
Human Development for the
CICP and released in Aprit just
before thé sudden collapse of the
-CICP.  Using materjal gleaned

striking example of Church

ALL IN THE
FAMILY

\ . Sarab Child,

For years lve loved brol/vsmg
through those woman’s

shopping cart at the last minute
at the checkout. What used to
cost. 15 ¢ nts,,.now requires 35
cents but Fve-always thought it
worth xt g o

_ Both Famlly Clrcle and

. _Woman’s' Day are chock full of

-recipes,. articles ‘on. interior
decoratmg,;advrce on._-how .to

_keep both you and your family .
-physically and rnentally healthy- -

plts news of the latest fasl'uons
armgoeng other thlngs L

Slick co_lorful pages enticing
advertisements - and
paragraphs that stop- you from

* tusning: the page have . worked
their magic.on me month after
month . o=

* How to be a better wn‘e a
__friendlier mofher, a more
liberated woman — and' coun-
. tless variations on these themes
e compnse the contents

Lately t however
at perhaps some of
: g off. I've
it a skeptzc

Take H 'e'art le ifi-the’ May is-

g “atd home’
&t ,':mstructs

. cake ‘ever”
léad

" plunge

Tve che

sheets to dec-
| your house. - |

appreciate the co-ordinated
look.” This seems a bit much

since | have trouble avoiding .

looking like an unmade bed even
when I'm not wearing a sheet.

In the same issue’is a how-to
article on building your own 22-
foot, twin-hull deck boat for $713.
Boat enthusiasts should be
warned not to rush out and buy
plywbod, however, because in the
fine print futher déwn the article

.says that a few amenities might

push! the price up te. $4,500 and
the icost. of the motor is- even

more

‘+An advertisment for
Van Lines headlines its copy with .

- this grabber; “All the makmgs
magazines that'you throw i your -

for an unforgettable move

We had an uriforgettable move
once—three yeéars ago. We
moved exactly .one mile and’

" ended up with-a dent in the top of

our cherry Queen Anne dining

.room’, table, a smashed dresser’ -

drawer - and.. discovered a fire'
hydrant installed smack in the
middle- of the -new driveway. I
don’ty -need . any more uri-
forgettable moves.

And then there was the recrpe |
cllpped for “the best, chocolate
‘Back -in- February 1,
don't! normally use recipés from
magazines ‘or newspapers,
preferring to try newi dishes at

friends’ homes and- then beg for -

the mstructrons ' '
But singe . we

house- I decided . to/-take “the
this once__Afte us;ng &,

Uhitecl 4

ave tour _
.chocdlate cake, frea 'S, at~ our

frorh official parish figures, the
U.Ss. Census, —a [25-page
questionnaire filled out by inner

nd a card-by-card study of parish
embership, the survey revealed
statistics suggesting a new look at
inner city ministries,
wit out CICP.

) For instance, it “showed that
“the falloff in Mass attendan¢e
seems\ta be accelerating,” and
that there is a’ downward trend in
baptisms, margiages and| funerals
that is "d\r§pplpg faster [than the

rate of attendance.” It
alludes to these findings in"a later
section, Pagish Personnel, where
it -concludes, “in theTface of
drastic decline in saci'ramental
- and worship ministries for which
the priests are\trained, questions
should be rais
that they canstitiyte 67 per cent iof
all staff in GICP RanshesLTramed
fulltime péersonnel in |religicus
education qompnze only 12 per
cent of the: staff pa' ishes. | It
seems that they under-
representedsin light pf 'the new
and different demand In ;regard to
educational ministry.” .

. Anyone startled by such
implications may be even more
shakeany the study’ s'l ok |at
“buildi which nolte that

“four of the CICP churqhes\were
built in the 19th Century ... ..
buildings are too large l
congregatlons presenltly Qﬁ)}r-
shipping in them ” The sect
concludes that “projections
should be made into the future
about the necessity and upkeep.
_of the church buildings.”

: !
Obviously the face of the
Church, because lof «cir-

cumstances, already ha changed ST

in the center city. It i > equa Hy

city parishes, calls to’ rectories -

wtth or -

about | the fact '

obviols that further changes lare

céming and that they must be the
fruit of careful and i agmatlve
planning. 7 lf

To date, the most ‘mportlant

move -in the way of new per- °

sonnel.has been the appomtment
“of Msgr. George Cocuzzi to the
- new’ post of vicar for Urban
Ministry:
" in announcing' the ap-
pointment, Bishop Joseph L.

Hogan listed the following duties -

_ and responsibilities:

1“1. To provide decjsive sup-
portive assistance to the Central

City parishes in their efforts to

greaté the servmg\Church: :

2. To encourage new forms of
ministry based on | realistic
‘perception. of the problems’ and
- opportunities for ministry and to
. try to- help the new forms work
more- closely with “the " more
tradltlonal formsof ministry. |

“3..To be the spollesman of

- Bishop. "Hogan -in ~legard to

L speakmg out on concerns qf the
Church in. the_Central City. area

. The cho:ce of Msgr _Cocuzzn
for'the fob-is:in itself indicative-of

high. diocesan- priority| for inner

city work. A-doctor of ¢ canon- law,
ke haslserved as chancellor of the

-

astor. .of - Holy l'-'amlly‘ B

Cht id"has just completed
~seven months ‘workirlg at the. -
* Nati eriter for Urhan ‘Ethnic |
~Affal Washmgton o

lﬁmmmumuu

1 nner City?

BA—UHS-M-OS'

MATRIMONIOS FLlNERALES

. 200 268 ) - 178
" 0 o i \I.\nu,,;‘\ ; 156 .- . l 86
o i

Weo

Graph prepared by Office of Human Development shows
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decline in ré ceptlon of sacraments by members o inner city-

should have “fability to relate to
Spanish-speak{ng if assigned to
Spanish-speaking parish | . .
ability to work with and miristér
to blacks . . | ability to work in
an unstructured situation.”

As for the| attitudes of tsuch
applicants, fthere must | “be
openness to adaptive miRistries

. openness to pastoral team
approaches .|. .
cooperate across the center city
and . opell'tess to coor mated

ministerial planning.’ L

There are other reguirements
and ‘expectations, of course, but
the ones cnted are tailored to a
new approaﬁth to inner city
ministry. ]

In  announcing the ap--

pointment of Father William J.
Cosgrove, as pastor of St. Francis
Xavier, the dipcese referred to his
knowledge | of the Italian
language. It !also took care to
point out tlllat Father kdward
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| and get that

—_ Ready for cqokmg in 3 Tmutes the year folin

1 parishes.

Golden of the Spamsh Apostolate
and Mexican missionary lSlster
Felicitas will continue their work.

with the Spanish- speakmg of the . -

parish and that. Sister Betty

Mulcahy would | continue as

pastoral assistant.! Although not
characterized as such this setup
could be descnbed .as  team
ministry, just one of the ap-
proaches being “considered for

the inner city.

The schools are gorle but' the
children are there. The CICP

" structure is gone but the people

are there. Ergo the Church must
be there Fveryone concerned
from Bishop Hogan on down is
aware of this so obviously there

" will be action. It may come in any

or many of new directions —
evangelization, the mission
approach, and others are ideas
awaiting nuts and boits There is
work, to be done Call off the
helipcopters
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