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[Address delwered by | Bishop |. ' But If these: moments fill; ‘me W|th an - possrble for al group puch as ours to an-t VY
Hogam at the; opening of the Con- | awareness of the sacred, spr/also 'do. they - * ticipate the problems !Befare they happen,i &
vocation of - the Diocesan Pastoral - speak to me of the practmcaj For néarly six = . rather than to have to face the ’crISLs 0"§V . I
. Council op June 13,; 1975 at Becket -~ . vyears. now | have said to you that | was’ e when||t arnves? . A ‘ .
Hall] Q3o _ i —  unwilling to be a bishop in the style of a~ . ¢ P
Ju? V ' : © medieval king. | would not i ‘and.-could not . - 4) Even as | speak Of new SUUCthe I am ] L

: ] thmk youi- kr;ow -dear fnends how — make.decisions in a vacuum accordlng to . aware that! we must not confme our - { A3

pleased | am to gpéak t0 |you tomght And my likes and dislikes. And so | have worked Rochester mission to “those’ within thﬁ[ -

. these moments atithe begfinning of the fjrst for and prayed for this moment: a realization - . Cl}ﬁurch It was' Jesus who told us, “Go you, s
;session’{of our Dloce,an - that there was a broad- based group ofjpeople o therefore and teach all nations.” We must Lok
tPastoral - Council - are . in the diocese who wolild be willing to work *  concern ourselves with-not only our-own but AR
special moments. | wish to -~ ton major problems Aand tty, however im- W ith the 5( ) per cent unchurched who need to VO

: drink ‘them in and salor possible ‘the task, begin 'fo 'find” some: -  cared f r and served. They must be|shown
‘their fullness. They come solutions. My Tlist ii?ong and some will say - - inisome goncrete way that the Gospel does SR

| in the brief quiet followjing totally unrealistic but 1 share it with you - indeed hhve 'meaning for their lives, that ) 4

e four years of what were because of the beauty -of the. moment which Gospel values; improve the quality of life and - N
very difficult bitth.pangs is “in-between” and which allows me to talk . pfOV*de '41‘33"5 for the reconciliation-of man. o
for this jorganization. But about what might be. I ask you, dear Council -, /
th ‘also  joyfully jan- members, to think with mé ‘about_some of YOU can see, dear friends, that my hopes
jthlpate what will seon . . these pressmg uestions whuch ha\%been on -- arg high for what this group might have the
follow: the halting sounds : my mind for, sev‘eral yearsi ol : COUfagfj—‘ to face. My hope runs high that very ;

 of new life as we beginj to | L e sgon vx7e will be setting budgets$.and aflotting
wark together. And 'sg in ) 1) How can we bringl aboutleffectlve ‘ personnel becausé we have chosen tQjset our - S

! S— thése few minutes in the spiritual renlewal? All over our twelve—county .- priorities .according to the Gospel and the AN

I “in-between” allow me tg offer my reflec- diocese | sée. more and more hopefil signs of : Teial needs of God’s people. ~. . ¢ S

! tions in order that we may |be more awaré of =~ spiritual awakening. More peoplé are praying | : B P

“what we do and why we are doing it. Letime and reading the Word oﬂ God, more are . . | “Fipatly, this evening these few moments b
§ give you a meditation ‘on|the moment. | celebrafing the sacrdments. But people cry , - are special because they far,e so filled with

; . out far eader5h|p Howdowe’pray? Teach us eipecta’tion e)’<pectation or. not onl‘y‘what

e L, Frosnt heogin, faul e e T an ancient e cando for he Church of Rochisenbu
Ca“ed the Kall‘OS the moment in time When role f r the Church’s ]eaders and yet we seem al'SO what we Can be for each other I look to
God’s kingdom breaks intojman’s earthly life. so ill-prepared. What can we do to meet this 1 VCPU to be stroqg in this gndeavor. There will. :
; : : . - need? , . _be wark and pain. There will be need for hard - e
When this happens, tlere is, of course, a, : : . ‘ d : ﬁ i 4
‘ _ . ‘ :«-dialogue on “gutsy” issues. "There will be | 4
profound.change. Man can no longer go on\ . b . \ ? i A
in his rut, since the diviné |has 2) What .of the relationship between our need'to share YOUY’SG” d be open to others. E
provided new A
light and new direction. If he is faithful ~ Church and our society in the next [ten yearst " There will be need to. reach Christian con-
‘must respond: ke must pack his bags énd . Will we, as Christians, simply fit comfortably . sensus. | look té you to return to your|regions 4
. i move on where the Lord will show him - But into the American affluence or| can thé - of- your constituency and keep lines - of . X
’ how frightening! One mubt follow what is Church of Rochester begin to effect some * communication opén. And, more’ than .- 1 | .
sometimes unknown. One . transformation in the society iniwhich it ,  anything else, I"'expect you will prayj pray | X

‘ . must choose now _ 4

' what will so profoundly affect the future Jlivest Can the Church call society. to a.life frequently and'earnestly that we might seek [ o

i filled with more gospel valdes, to live a more Qut ‘the “Lord’s -needs and do the{T" with r Doy

Tomght to'me is such a kairos. Here and simple life-style in keeping with the life of generosity. - : : ] o -

now, |-firmly believe, God is bredking into - Jesus?_Can- our local Church bring about a T ' N o v ;
our life in the Church of Rochester*with pew -~ more equntable distribution of food, energy, e turn ! promlse you to listen lan‘d try to | CE
light and new direction] And we must ~ | of :money, of persons ev’en in -our own heat what each’ of you is saying. 'l promise bk
respond. It is time that the| People of God of - communities? B you respect for your opinion, and_adrmratlon LT f
this diocese have a forum in which to ‘ i : that you have the couragé to,spepk’ ‘it. R

~ dialogue -and make definité suggestions for: 3) What of Church structures in the next promise you many more hgurs of glad ser- . .

. " the direction of their.miss on. It is time fhat, ' -decade? Certainly, all the signs p@lﬁt to the - vice. I am not yet about<to turn flom our Lo
! they take responsibility for priorities and . fact that something major will have to be common task. And finally, tog will pray — .- P
-projections. And so we arejhere to respond. | done.; Perhaps. most revealing iwere. the - _unceasmglv e [__,, i
do not pretend that we |have the perfect statistics which Bishop Hickey presented ‘ ‘ ‘ ot ' A

" vehicle. Our Council mayibe too big or{too recently based on a study done” by our And. s you have heard your Blsl?op My |7
small. It may not be representative of all| the Personnel Board. These figures show that the - words h|ave not been those of a great wise SRS
people. It may not havejthe perfect ?ﬁ:o‘n— - . next five years will be lean years for priests man not of a prophet. But please know that i
stitution. And certainly it is a risk: we dojnot ~ with fewer ordinations.and: a large number of they. come from one most sincere {and in- Lo
know what the future brings by way of new retirements. Wee ‘must work with this new -~ . = terested in the Church and its people All that Pl

i challenges. But we are her¢. We are herejas a problem in a creative way. Are. there. new lisay is for that reason: All tha@ we must be | :

response to that constant tall of God to| His' sources of religious vocations that we are not for that reason. S o f -
. people to ministeér to one apother and to care . reaching? How will Sisters, who each. year ' : £
for all men. And it seems to’ ime that jin.a become better piepared,” be employed in - Blessed are VOU Lord our COd King of !
‘ . moment when ‘God brepks in -and . fnan . ministry? And most 1mportantly\, how will the-universe, who has brought: us| to this
. . ; responds, we have & sacred moment. Pethaps laypersons help in mmlstr\/? What/new needs " special time. May we. use it to You ‘e_temaf, : Lol
-7 we are remiss not to remove-O’Ur shoey. . w:ll producel what- new roles? s it ever glory. . R - ‘ .- v
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