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The followmg is a digest of
papers prepared by Dr. Padraic
O’Hare, parish education .
organizer for the -diocesan
~Department of Education, on the
status of ‘Catholic schools today.

Catholic Schools:: the - Third
Council of Baltimore directed
parents to support them under
serious obligation; a former
President of Harvard called them
a divisive element in' American
life; some Catholics hold them to
be synonymous with a strong
American church; and other
Catholics ithink they are a
stumblingblock in the progress of
that church.

Today, the American Catholic
Church has gotten into setting
priorities; and Catholic, schoels
are as good an exampleias may
be available for determinjng what
issues are involved in, church
_prioritizing.

People of good will, falth and
dlsagree on
priorities. In this discussion, 1
want to ‘explore several of the
questlons which are raised when
the issue of the place Catholic’
"schools have in the mission of the
church cemes up.

When people sit down to set
priorities, they usually begin by
considering how the thing is

" working: But measuring the

effectiveness of something is not
the, first step in prioritizing. The
hrst step is to uncover the nature
of that something.

So, as -a preliminary to our
discussion of the Catholic school
issue let us not defend or attack
the performance of the schools
but examine the rationale of
Catholic school education. s

" Theoldgically, the idea that
educational formation is directly
related to religious” formation is
rooted in Catholic Tradition.
Catholic schools are the concrete

“the

manifestation of t&e will of -the
people to| encour. ge the total
initiation of the young into the
spirit, values and practice of the
Faith. [Educationally, the schools
are ar} attempt to extend or to
maxinjize | the impact of the
Christilan dommunity on the total
learning eﬂpenence of the young.

To
rhetojc  which surround
“Cathélic school issue” we may
highlightf the best and the worst
aspects of.the atguments for and
against the effo:}ts of the Church
to maintain a school system.

Thef basis of the argument is a
differgnt interpretation of the
same |reality: the Church. The
guestion asked is “How ef-
fectively Christian has American
Catholicism been?”

Thel question is . intertwined
with jlidging the value of Catholic
schoo| education because, during
the pariod of its development up
to today immiense amounts of
the Church’s, personnel and
monetary resources have gone to
support the school system.

' Critics of the system claim that
schools once ‘served
preserve the Catholic identity, as
well
identity. of *‘our . immigrant
forebears. But, they say, the
Church is called to a greater
ministry to the world and to
engage fully in American cultural
life. [The preservation of  the
scﬁools then, hinders this greater

- ministry and partlcrpatxon

’ They further note
exbausting the resources of the

to’

clarify the pohtlcs and "
the

as nourish the American ,

that

Churgh in the preservation of the~

schodl ' system is inconsistent
with | the burgeoning Adult
EdUCcth)’l movement in religious
educcltlon

Supporters, on the other hand,
hold that American Catholicism
has a vxtahty and spirit rare in the
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Dear Father Hohman,

*

I have been reading in the
Courier-Journal about ' the

beginnings of the Diocesan
Pastoral Councﬂ 1 know that it

consists of about ‘60 priests,

. sisters, brothers and lay people
. Arom all oger the diocese {about

30 lay people?] I also know that it
is thought -of as the b:oadest‘
based advisory body, the oD
will have. The theory of it soi
great — something long over
n the Church, byt My
question is this: how' can 50 or 60
people ‘meeting. a few times a
year really and truly advise the
" Bishop .in"any meaningful way? .
How can they get toall the facts .
ich will be needed? How can
they come to any klnd of
meaningful agreement. on
arl§“hlng, being such a, large
ber of people? 1 would like
more than anything to see it,work"
but at “this moment l.am%n a
“wait and see” condition.

Slncerely,
A M

| M L. .\LLE\ & so\'f

_C_ommg, N.Y.
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Dear A M.,

Inhk certam sepse all of us are
in a ['wait and see” situation. A
Diocesan Pastoral Coeuncil is so
new |n the United States as well

“as the rest of the Universal

Chur¢h, and so little tried at this
point in history, that we can't get
too jmuch information from

similar endeavors.

The way I logKat it is thls; it is
very lmportan(a& most of our
people look athi lth optimism,
or at least not lth cynicism,
writing it off before it really gets
started. ‘Without the support of

priests, religious and laity, it
wouldn’t have a chance

Secondly, it -is vital to
remember ‘that the “Spirit
brea}hes where He.will.” That the

workjng of the Spirit in all the
People -of God is too pften
negl cted goes without saying.

Thirdly, the process of con-

sensts may be very idealistic but -

a sincere attempt to reach it on
the part of a major advisory body
is a -beautiful “sign | of - what
Christians. are .striving for by
reas n of being. Chnstians — to

%e even as Jesu$ and the
Fath r are one.- !

-
Fourthly, we have in our Bishop:
a man uncommonly willing to
listen to advice. Because the
Council is his “fondest hope” wi
can expect complete cooperatlon
and a sustainirig hand from him

M
timist”

ybe m a “cockeyed op-
but 1 really am excited

aboudt the prospects for this I -

Council. 1 hope you become one
too.

Al
- Funeral Home
. James Rotsell
Darrell O'Brian
Arthur Grabowski
139 Wainut St.
Dial 9369121
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‘for many gifts is

Cath Iic Schodl  — Reason Rhetoh

Church’s history i and - in any .
culture, and that this spirit
developed through the Catholic
school system.: f

Supporters will, note that the
full participation of the American
Catholic in the life of the secular
community cannot be purchased
at the price of a loss of identity. '
An unambiguous_sense_of "our
hlstory and our spirit as Catholics
is at-the heart of :making an ef-
fective religious impact on
society. The preservation -and” .
enhancement of a group identity
as Catholic is what the school
system is all about, they say.

They further note that quallty
Catholic schools are indeed
contributors to the Adult
Education movement.

With each of the arguments it
may be important to recal
Bishop Joseph Hogan’s words #t
this years CHristh Mass: “Ohe
parish, however \A)eil orgamzed is
not the Church; one move lent,
however effectnve is not the
Church; one ministry, hgwever
well rdone is not the Church! We
must reaffirm very strongly | Ithat
the reason for mafty gifts is not to
do dne’s own thing. Th reason

Inot to)do one’s

own|thing. The reason for many
gifts .is, as Paul fells us, "so we

“shall all at last attain the unity —
the unity inherent in our faith.”

vestigdte new forms[f mlnlstry
‘and as we continue ‘with much

needed-experimentdtion, we must
always have the couragé to use
this as.out evalugtive norm. Our
_goalis matunty ih Christ. Nothing
“else will do! ‘And’ only those
‘ means that bring us to this kind of
umty and ma}tunty must be kept.
Even in bléssing the oil of Chrism
which is used.as a means of unity,

the Church prays: “Most of -all,
Father, miake all of your Church
grow until it reaches the

fulfllln7,ént to which you are
calling'us lin Chnst our Light and
our Life forever

4 seem% to e that the nature .

of/ education should always be
spoken of as. having two func-
tions: both to serve history and

~ /today; both to serve the culture

and the person; both to pass on a
tradltlon and create a new world.
(

When Xedu;catnon loses its
concern for preserving tradition,
transmitting the cherished values
of our people, it leads us down
the road of destructlon

‘And when education loses its
concern 'for the person it
produces, in John Stuart Mill’s
words, d‘lscrp!es rather than
inquirers, or in George Leonard’s
words, trickles rather than
to’rrents ‘

ln the ﬂmdamenta} meaning of
the word sacrament, we could say

that

and Puse

that a Catholic/education is the
Sacrament of Humane Education.
That is, it serves to reintensify
appreciahop 6n the part of all
peoples for their histaries and is
deeply appreCiative of lndlwdual

erson. /
B [

It is] wn th_this understanding
Church approaches
setting |ts/ priorities, especially m
regard tg’ Catholic Schools.
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. And so ‘we 'continue to in-
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 Your's will feed this
~ child for one month

There is so much unhappmess and misery in our world
.S0 much suffering...yet it takes so httle to help.

Christ has no other hands but ours to bring His love )
“ - and consolation to the needy. Share your love today with: ; ’
- all the missionaries and the poor they serve by sending - :
a sacrifice for the missions. SEND IT TODAY.. SO THEY
PR _"CAN EAT TOMORROW!
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¥ HELP US HELP-THEM. . TO HELP YOU HELP THEM . -
* B Your continued he(p to the and to be remembered in the prayers -of l
: ) N i the missionaries, | am sharing my love n
Society for the Propagation with my’ gift of § §
B oftheF ith grves youa | E Name , CJSesarrs B
;! share o thegreatest an 9 - - !.
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THE. SOCIETY FORTHE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH : :
: — ' i S?”d your-gift 10- -Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart. 1
: T3¢ | Most Rlsv. Edulrai;d T. OMeara OR Diocesan Director
; B | ational Director . |  OR: ~ 123 Fast Avenue. . "
- Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue ; - o ecter Nei 1. .
: , New York, New York 10001 |~ ' Rochester;New York 14604 . |
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