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Catholic Schools — Reason, 
The following is a digest of 

papers prepared by Dr. Padraic 
O 'Hare , parish educat ion 
organizer for the diocesan 

^Department of Education, on the 
status of Catholic schools today. 

Catholic Schools:- the Third 
Counci l of Balt imore directed 
parents to support them under 
ser ious o b l i g a t i o n ; a f o rmer 
President of Harvard called them 
a divisive element in American 
l i fe; some Catholics ho ld them to 
be synonymous w i t h a strong 
American church; and other 
Ca tho l i cs j t h i n k t h e y are a 
s tumbt ingb lock in the progress of 
that church. 

Today, the American Catholic 
Church has gotten into setting 
priorit ies; and Catholic , schools 
are as good an example!as may 
tj(e available for determining what 
issues are involved in, church 
prioritizing. 

People of good w i l l , fa i th and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e i d isagree on 
priorit ies. In this discussion, I 
want to explore several of the 
questions wh ich are raised when 
the issue of the (?lace Catholic. 

' schools have in the mission of the 
church comes up. 

When people sit down to set 
priorit ies, they usually begin by 
considering how the th ing is 
w o r k i n g : But measu r i ng t h e 
effectiveness of something is not 
the t f irst step in pr ior i t iz ing. The 
first step is to uncover the nature 
of that something. 

So, as a prel iminary to our 
discussion of the Cathol ic school 
issue let us not defend or attack 
the performance of the schools 
but examine the rationale of 
Cathol ic school educat ion. * 

Theological ly, the idea that 
educational fo rmat ion is directly 
related t o religious format ion is 
rooted in Cathol ic Tradi t ion. 
Cathol ic schools are the concrete 

manifestation of the wi l l of the 
people: t o encourage the tota l 
in i t iat ion of the ydung i n to the 
spirit, values and practice of the 
Faith. Edu rat ional ly, the schools 
are ar at tsmpt to extend or to 
maxirr ize the impact of the 
Christian communi ty on the total 
learning experience of the young. 

To clarify the politics and' 
rhetor c which surround the , 
"Cathol ic school issue" we may 
highlight' the best and the worst 
aspects of. the arguments for and 
against the effotjts of the Church 
to maintain a school system. 

The basis of the argument is a 
different interpretation of the 
same reality: the Church. The 
questian asked is "How ef
fectively Christian has American 
Catho ic ism been?" 

The question is , intertwined 
w i th ji idging the value of Catholic 
schoo education because, dur ing 
the p€ r iod of its development up 
to today, immense amounts of 
t h e Church 's , pe rsonne l and 
monetary resources have gone to 
support the school system. 

' Crif cs of the system claim that 
the :chools once served t o 
preserve the1 Catholic ident i ty, as 
well JS nourish the American , 
i den t t y . o f ' ou r i m m i g r a n t 
forebears. But, they say, the 
Church is called t o a greater 
milnislry to the world and to 
engage fu l ly in Amerfcan cultural 
lif£. The preservation of the 
scraools, then, hinders this greater 
mmislry and part ic ipat ion. 

They f u r t h e r no te t h a t 
exhausting the resources of the 
Church in the preservation of the" 
schocl ! system is inconsistent 
w i t h t h e b u r g e o n i n g A d u l t 
Education movement in religions 
educat ion. 

Supporters, on the other hand. 
hold 
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Dear 

Fr. 
Louis Hohman 

Dear Father Hohman, 
. } 

I have been reading in the 
Courier-Journal about • the 
beginnings of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council. I know that it 
consists of about 60 priests, 
sisters, brothers and lay people 

/from all over the'diocese [about 
30 lay p'eopie?].l also k n o w ^ a t it 
is thought of' as the (woadest 
based advisory body, the gisnpp 
will have. The theory of it s 
great — something long oven 
in the Church, but . . . My 
question is this: how pan 50 or 60 
people meeting a few times a 
year really and truly advise the 
Bishop in any meaningful way? 
How can they get to all the facts 

^which will be needed? How can 
they come to any kind of 
meaningful agreement ! on 

' anything, being such * large 
number of people? I would like 
more thananything to see i t work' 
but at "this moment I. am ^ n a 
"wait and see" condition. 

Sincerely, 
A. M 

very 
peop 
or at 

that American Catholicism 
vital i ty and spiri t rare in the 

A. M., 

In a certain sense all of us are 
in a 'wait and see" si tuat ion. A 
Diocesan Pastoral Council is so 
new n the Uni ted States as wel l 
as the rest of the Universal 
Church, and so l i t t le t r iqd at this 
point in history, that we can't get 
too much information from 
similar endeavors. 

The way I looj^afcit is this i t is 
importanflhaf most of our 
e look a r i V w i t h • opt imism, 

least not w i th cyriijeism, 
writirjig it off before it really gets 
started. W i thou t the support of 
pries :s, religious and laity; it 
wouldn ' t have a chance. 

Se 
rem* m 
breathes 
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Peop 
neg' 

; o n d l y , i t _-is v i t a l . t o 
ber t h a t t h e " S p i r i t 

where He-wi l l . " Th^t the 
ng of the Spirit in aljl the 
e of God is too often 

goes without saying. lected 

sensus 

reasc n 
be 
Fathtr 

par t i 

Thirdly, the process of con-
may be very idealistic but 

Sincere attempt to reach it on 
of a major advisory body 

. beautiful sign i of what 
ans are . str iving for by 

of being Christians — t o 
even as Jesu^ and the 

are one.- \ 
o n e 

* \ , 

M. L ALL|V_&S0\ 
Coming, N.Y. 

Q u atUv Fu ruitit rv 

6 2 Br idge St. j 

Phorie 936-8431 \ 

Fo j r th ly , we have in our Bishop 
a man uncommonly wi l l ing to 
listen to advice. Because the 
Counci l is his "fondest hope" we 
can expect complete cooperation 
and .i sustaining hand f rom h im. 

Maybe I'm a "cockeyed op-
t imis t " but I really am excited 
a b o i t the prospects for this 
Counci l . I hope you become one 
too. 

4 • : BEILBY & Ml\ 
Funeral Home 
, James Rolseil 
Darrell O'Brian 

Arthur Grabowski 
139 Walnut St. 
Dial 936-9121 

_ Corning, N.Y. -

Church's history j and in any . 
culture, and tha t this spirit 
developed through the Catholic 
school system. ^ i 

Supporters wi l l , note that the 
fu l l part icipat ion of the American 
Catholic in the l i fe o f the secular 
communi ty cannot be purchased 
at the price of a loss of identity. 
An unambiguous sense of our 
history and our spir i t as Catholics 
is at the heart of making an ef
fective religious impact on 
society. The preservation -and" 
enhancement of a group identi ty 
as Catholic is what the school 
system is all about, they say. 

They further note that qual i ty 
Ca tho l i c schoo ls are i ndeed 
c o n t r i b u t o r s t o t h e A d u l t 
Education movement. 

* 
Wi th each of the arguments i t / 

may be important to recall 
Bishop Joseph Hogan's words at 
this year's' CrJrisijn Mass: "One 
parish, however wel l organized, is 
not the Church; one movement, 
however effect ive, is not: the 
Church; one ministry, however 
well done, is not ^ihe Church] W e 
must reaff irm very strongly t h a t 
the reason for majly gifts is not to 
do dne's own. th ing. The reason 
for many gifts is |not t o /do one's 
own thing. The reason for many 
gifts is, as Paul tells us, "so we 
shall all at last attain the unity — 
the uni ty inherent in our fa i th . " 

. And so we continue to in

vestigate pew forms/o f ministry 
arid as w e Cbntinue w i th much 
needed experimentat ion, we must 
always have the courage to use 
this as_ our evaluative norm. Our 

, goal is matur i ty jh Christ. Nothing 
, else w i l l | d o ! / ' A n d ' on ly those 
' mejans that bri/>g us to this kind of 
unity and -maturity must be kept. 
Even in blessing the oi l of Chrism 
which is ukd.as a means of unity, 
the Church prays: ' 'Most of 'all, 
Father, rrake all of your Church 
g r o w unjt i l i t reaches t h e 

- fulf i l lment: t o wh ich you are 
call ing'usJin'Christ, our Light and 
our Life.fbrever." 

I t /seemi t o me that the nature 
o f /educat ion should always be 
spoken ofj as, having two func
tions: both to serve history and 

/ today; both to serve the culture 
and the person; both to pass on a 
t radit ion and create a new wor ld. 

i 
W h e n ieduicat ion loses i ts 

concern f6r preserving tradi t ion, 
transmitt ing the cherished values 
of our people; i t leads' us down 
the road of destruct ion. 

And when education loses its 
conce rn fo r t h e person i t 
produces,; in John Stuart Mi l l 's 
wo rds , d i sc ip les ra ther t h a n 
inquirers, or in George Leonard's 
Wprds, t r i ck les rather t han 
tojrrents. 

: In the fundamental meaning of 
the word Sacrament, we could say 

i Purpose 
that a Cathol ic/education is the 
Sacrament of Humane Education. 
That is, it ,serves to reintensify 
appreciation £n the part of all 
peoples for their histories.and is 
deeply appreciative of individual 
person.' 

It is 
that 
setting 

/• f • 
w i th this understanding 

tjhe/ Church approaches 
its/priorities, especially in 

regard tc/ Catholic Schools. 

WHEN IT'S TIME 
FOR A 

THEN IT'S TIME 
TO SEE 
BERNARD J. 

HENSLER 
& SON JEWELERS 

Open Tues. andthurs. 

Eves 'til 9 

307 COMMERCE BLD& 
Phone 454-6918 

You don't have to 
be rich to be 

a 

s5 will feed this 
for one month 

There is so much unhappiness and misery in our world 
today...so much suffering...yet it takes so little to help. 

But it a l so t a k e s love ! 
C h r i s t has no o t h e r h a n d s b u t o u r s t o br ing His love 

and consolation to the needy. Share your love today with 
all the missionaries and the poor they serve by sending 
a sacrifice for the missions. SEND IT TODAY...SO THEY 
CAN EAT TOMORROW! 
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HELP US HELP THEM. 

Your continued help to the 

Society for the Propagation 

of the Feiith gives you a 

share of)the greatest and 

holiest work of the 

Church j-rmssionary service. 

TO HELP YOU HELP THEM 
and to be remembered in the praye-s of 
the missionaries, I am sharing my love 
with my gift of $ 

Name • 

Address 

City 

CJ 6 / 4 / 7 5 

_State_ -ZipJ 
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nri: THE SOCIETY FORTHE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
S^nd your-gift to; 

Most Rev. Edward T.O'Meara; 
National Director ! OR: 

Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue 
' New York, New York 10001 

Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 
Diocesan Director 

123 East Avenue ! 
Rochester; New York 14604 j 

716454-2926 
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