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? Editorial 

EntekheDPq 
" A sh ip is a lways safe in harbor b u t that 's i "A sh ip is a 

w h a t ships are malde 

Greek W h e n t he 
,expressing a generajl 
J Though it was sa 
i m p o r t can be a 

id 
p p l 

Surely i t w o u 
the la i ty , t o sit ba 
be easy, w i t h th t 
unders tand i t a l l , u 
t he Church and w e 
ba l l game. As B ish~ 
p rayed , p a i d and 

CC 

em 
th 

shoD 

ph i losopher said tha t , he was 
t r u t h us ing a speci f ic s ymbo l i sm , 

before t he b i r th o f Chr ist , its 
ied t o today 's Church . 

IcI be c o m f o r t a b l e , pa t r i cu la r l y f o r 
amidst ou r Lat in isms. It used t o 
in charge. Though, .we d i d n o t 

ey d i d . A n d , af ter lal l , t hey were 
we re t he on lookers , l ike fans at a 

Joseph L. Hogan expressed i t w e 
obeyed. We also "theyed." 

es, The Church 
w o r k i n g t© erase 
vocabu la ry . The st 
of C o d . W e are the 
t he h e l m . 

pec ia l ly s ince Vat ican; I I , has been 
the " t h e y " f r o m our re l ig ious 

ess is o n " w e . " W e are the People 
Church . W e mus t take our tu rn at 

But mere ly say ing th is w o u l d j a m o u n t tjo 
p la t i t ude . If w e are t o take a greater j par t in the" 
d i r ec t i on o f the Pi g r im Church ; i f w e are t o man t he 
t i l l e r as we l l as the oars; i f we are t o shfare the cap­
ta in 's role as w e l l as the seaman's, then,-nlumber 1, w,e 
had bet te r be pre| 
t h e means. 

the 
sisters 

For f ou r year: 
f o u n d a t i o n for 
Priests' and S 
Parishes have set 
The d iocese has 
w i t h its o w n 
nour ished t h e id 
m e e t i n g , no t t o sit 

ared and , n u m b e r 2, We mus t have 

th is d iocese has beetn lay ing the 
e Diocesan Pastorlal Counci j l . 

counc i l s have been f o r m e d . 
[up the i r o w n i nd i v i dua l counc i l s . 

t e e n d i v i d e d i n t o 10 reg ions, each 
conferences. A T i m e of Renewal 

t ha t w e al l are i nv i t ed t|o t he ea 
and l is ten, b u t t p take 

So t he p repara t ion ,was d o n e b u t whjat abou t t he 
means fo r shar ing 
dec i s i on -mak ing I 
C o u n c i l . 

t he respons ib i l i ty at 

part. 

he d idcesan 
evel? Enter t h e D iocesan Pastoral 

ths to a year 
The general 

I t has been oiji t he boards s ince 197J1. The paper- , 
" w o r k has been d o p e . The t r a i n i n g is over. O n June 13 

t he vessel w i l l be! l aunched . A d m i t t e d l y , at f i rs t t he 
voyage w i l l be in the nature of! a shakedown cruise. 
B ishop Hogan says i t may take six m o n t 
for t h e DPC. t o b e c o m e w e l l - f o r m e d , 
d i r e c t i o n is c lear; t h e spec i f ic gcjals w i l l be 
establ ished by the DPC itself. In o ther d i oeeses whe re 
counc i l s have been f o r m e d , t h e most - t reated subjects 
have been the f o r m a t i o n o f parish counc i l s , schoo l 
systems, budge t and f i nance , p r i o r i j i es . f o r t he 
d ioqese, cons t i t u t i ons and by laws, soc ia l a c t i o n , 
responsib i l i t ies oif t he ja i ty , due process; voca t ions 
and l i tu rgy . The obv ious f i rs t task o f th is c o u n c i l w i l l 
be the set t ing ofj goals. ; 

So w h i l e w e soon w i l l have, as Bishop1 Hogan p u t 
it,, " o u r mos t broadly-based consu l ta t i ve b o d y , " ou r 
o the r ma jo r adv isory bodies, t h e Priests! C o u n c i l and 
t he Sisters C o u n c i l , w i l l c o n t i n u e thejir i m p o r t a n t 

. funcjt ions. I ndeed t hey w i l l have representat ives o n 
and l ia ison w i t h t h e DPC. The d i f fe rence p rov ided by 
t h e DPC w i l l ' b e in g i v ing la i ty j f ro r i across |the 
d iocese r o o m a t ' t h e t o p — and Jthat 's! whe re ithe 
dec is ions are rriaide. ' 

B i s h o p | H o g a n has c a l l e d t he es tab l i shment o f 
t i e DPC " m y ' f o n d e s t h o p e . " Co l leg ia l i t y is a d i f f i c u l t 
w o r d ; sharir tg say> i t bet ter . Se ldom have w e seen t he 
man, a t t he t o p w i l i ng t o share h is au tho r i t y . The very 

of leadersh ip ; i t prov ides d i r e c t i o n , 
t h e de l ibera t ions o f tlhe DPC, and 
at we are t h e Chu rch in f a c t as w e l l 

j For those w h o fear t ha t shar ing of 
its d i m i n i s p i n g . B ishop Hogan has 

ac t is t h e essence 
sets t h e t o n e fojr 
lets JS a l l k n o w tjh 
as in sen t imen t 
i au tho r i t y means 
p o i n t e d ou t , " A 
d e p e n d e n t l a w m 
rjnodel," I t w i l l w o r k 
apart: f r o m h i m . ' 

Pastoral C o u n c i l is n o t an in - . 

ak ing body | on the pa r l i amen ta ry 
together w i t h t he b ishop , n o t 

J | f l i s goal is shared by the l fa thers o f t he Va t i can 
Couinci l w h o s a i a j , " i t is highly! desirable t h a t in each 
d iod^se a Pastorail Counc i l be Establ ished o v e r w h i c h 
t h e . d i o c e s a n b i shop , himself,; w i l l preside in Which 
spec ia l ly choseni c le rgy , re l ig ious and lay peop le w i l l 
pa r t i c i pa te . T h e f u n c t i o n o f the c o u n c i l w i l l be t o 
invest igate and; t o we igh mjatters w h i c h bear o n 

?astoral ac t i v i t y , and t o f o rmu la te pradt ica l c o n -
lus ions regard ing t h e m . " ! .' ' 

So there is I ndeed m o v e m e n t . I t rs 
P i lg r im Church Is on t he m o v e . M a y t h e w 
H b l y Sp i r i t f i l l its sails and gu ide i ts course. 

y> 

f o r w a rd; The 
ind. of the 

A Word 
To Priests 
Editor: 

• A friend of mine ssnt rhe the 
following and I thought tti would 
be apropds during t^iis time of 
ordinations and priest an 
niversaries. • ' . i 
Father, please be a priest 
Don't try to be just 'lone of ui.' 
God has asked you to be dif­
ferent, 
So that we may get a giinjipse of 

j H im through you. 
I Cod has chosen you. ana" given 
you divine powers < 
To consecrate at Mass, 
So as to put divine value into our 
offerings. 
We need you there as a priest. 
We need you in the confqssiqnal, 
To direct us as well as to absolve 
us. 
We" need you to do those things 

,for us 
That we cannot do for ourselves. 
We need you especially to be a 
man of prayer, 
To b ;̂ an example to us, 
And bur daily intercessor before 
God. 
So, Father, please be and remain a 
Priest of God. 

— Your People 
Father Dominic Mockevicius, 

chaplain, Craig Developmental 
Center, j 

Bishop's Letter 
'Disappointed' 
Editor: ' I' 

I am deeply disappointed!with 
Bishop: Hogan's letter toj the 
Diocese of Rochester concerning 
the ' United Community Chest 
Fund Raising Drive. Following the 
letter is a list of services provided 
with money obtained from the 
Chest. One of these is Alter­
natives to Abortion. .However, the 
money donated to the Chest is 
also distributed to the YWCA and 
Planned Parenthood, both of 
which support abortion o 
demand. j 

I nstead of promoti ng these twd 
organizations (which is done 
through funding the Chest)' they-
should be denounced for what 

: they do. Catholics in the diocese 
should be made aware of the 
complete list of the names of the 
organizations that are supported 
by the Chest. Many Catholics 
might find they do not wish to 

. contribute to a number of them. 
Nor is it necessary to give through 
the Chest. It takes only a few 
moment; to write and mail, a 
check to the Catholic charity of 
your choice. 

To passively and/or actively 
support the Chest is tcj un­
deniably support abortion on 
demand. Do we have to sell our 

, souls to subsidize the slaughter o f 
innocents in order to "enrich 
life? 

Laura Schuhart 
1404 Whalen Road 

PenfieldJN.Y. 14526 
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" I 'VE ALWAV5 LIKEP THAT 5CRIFTURE Q U O T E -
'MAN PQE9 NCf LIVE BV BKEAP A L O N E - ' " 

Of Faith 
And Miracles 

Editor: 

" . . . the CHurch 
losing members 
250,000 a year 
fewer converts 
time in its hi 

has been 
at the rate of 

and is securing 
now than at any 

listcry 

So ran "a survey conducted by 
a Catholic sociologist" and 
reported in the Courier-Journal of 

4/30/75. 

Today's figures match the total 
number of so j ls lost to the 
Church in this cauntry during the 
18th century. Then the reason for 
the loss of faitn was "the lack of 

absence* of 
the most 

c h u r c h 

clergy and the 
anything but 
r u d i m e n t a 
organization." 

r y 

What prompted man / Catholic 
that day was the 

America was 
immigrants of 
evidence thajt 
essentially a Protestant country 
To conform to the dominant 
religion of the 
both wise 

United States was 
and necessary. 

Catholicism was a foreign import. 
unassimi|able, 
American way 

if not hostile to the 
of life. 

The arrival [of thousands of 
Irish Catholic mmigrants before 
and after the Civil War checked 
this catastrophic apostasy from 
the Faith. j 
i What can be done today, in the 

last quarter of this century to win 
back the lost ones? I believe the 
following wods' from Eugene 
Joly's book, ^What Is Faith?" can 
help. (pp. 133-135, The Twentieth 
Century Encyclopedia of 
Catholicism; Hawthorne Books, 
1958) • 

"Why is it tjhat today not only 
does this, argument from miracles 
(Christ's jmiracles) seem to make 
no appeal to unbelievers but 
Christiarjs themselves are ready 
to say: '( believe, not because of 
the miracles \jvhich the Christian 
tradition alleges, but in spite of 
them.' This dislike ot miracles is 
due partly to the spirit of critical 
inquiry, partly to religious feeling 
— partly to thej, former, because 
people fear that the supposedly 
miraculous is due to trickery Or 
ignorance (»o; many ' natural 
phenomena were attributed to 
gods or! derrons which are ex­
plained today by science), partly 
to the latter, because faith and an 
encounter w t h the living God 
seem nqt to be in the same order 
as miracles. 

"If it is trujs that a miracle is a 
sign wrought by God to, attract 
our at tent ion, its profound 
meaning cannot be unjdferstdod 
except by onpwho £ets himself to 
listeri." 
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Faith will not exist if God's 
wonders, his miracles, ".are not 
seen asipart of His plan to gjve 
and to sustain us in the Faith: 

1 John }.A. Overlander 
! 201 Wimbledon Road 
I Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

More Letters 
On Page 19 

Refugee Aid 
Announced 
Editor: 

The Director of Catholic Family 
Center ,abo wears, 

other hat. He 
Director of the 
Re settlement 
World War II 
Hungarian Uprising 
d i ring the Cuban Crisis, as well as 
di ring other smaller (emergencies, 

tholic Family Genjter has been 
in resettling 

periodical ly, 
also the 

Diocesan 
Committee. After 

during the 
and again 

C< 
celled on to assist 
refugees. 

The United States Catholic 
Conference again requests that 
ws serve as a local resource to 
help find homes for Vietnamese 
Rsfugees. Other local groups, 
through their national offices, are 
a so engaged in this humanitarian 
efort. 

Catholic Family Center wil l 
receive requests from the three 
c imps for checking out sponsors 
living in this area before refugees 
are sent. We will also receive 
information from local people or 
groups who are willing t o serve as 
sponsors of individuals or 
families. Primary needs ••are 
homes and jobs. If anyone is 
interested in helping, please call 
Catholic Family Center, 54&7220, 
jetween 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
vtiss Boella is the supervisor 
landling requests. 

The National Conference "of 
Catholic Bishops and the United 
States* Catholic Conference have 
issued a strong plea for support of 
this opportunity for loving service 
to others on the part of 
Americans. 

Sincerely, 
James M. Maloney, ACSW 

Executive Director 

Father Kung . . . 
Nothing New 
Editor: £ 

If Father Kung is right on papal 
in fa l l ib i l i ty , so was Father 
Dollihger, the Old Catholic 
Church, and the Polish National 
Catholic Church — and every 
group which fought Pius IX! 

Father C. Liederbadi 
St. Augustine Manor 

Detroit at Lake 
Cleveland, Ohio 44102 

Letters intended 'for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right tp edit all 
fetters. 

s 

i 

•I 

. !-' 

I 

i 

I 

r 

< 

|i 

i 

i 

r 

file:///jvhich

