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/ accept their decision to postpo

-« chairman of the boarc of trustees.
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Last Novembbr -1 asked bermrssr_ n of

three young women whom | confirm
beautlfu! ceremony ‘at Ithaca Colle
might use their le
- petition for
Sacrament. They

';' of the three letters
to illustrate how a

expresses itself. .

are preparing fo

the Sacrament to give them an' opp
to express their own understanding
give me some-assurance that they are
a personal decision and have been i
_in/doing something for others. Many
Sisters and religious educators hav
wondered whether the Sacrament sh
received at a later age. Since | often ¢
/same concern, | have never hesit

reception of the Sacrament until tl‘
years of Hrgh School.

d in a
e if 1
ers of

the
greed,

} and so | present portions

to you

~Each vyear || read
thousands of lettefs from .
7th and 8th grade,rs who

Con-

firmation. linsist that they
make a formal reqliest for

rtunity
and: to
making
fivolved
priests,
e often
ould be
are the
ted t¢
ne tbe

But, ! had no doubt last November about

the seriousnéss of the intent of ;the
who so expressed their ‘yes’ to {the

“Dear Bishop Hogan,

| hope you will not be shockeg
admit that | -am happy to be as
for this Sacrament during my 4
and not my adelescent years an

se three
Spirit.

1if |
king
dult |

d to

have come to Catholicism slowly by

a long, arduous, but joyful searq

h of

myself in ‘my search for God. | have

not the least doubt that ‘e

adle

Catholics” are as deeply srLcee as

myself in their own various quest

s for

God. | do believe, however, tha[t my

journey has given me a peculiar
and joy in being a Catholic. | cg

zest’
nnot

say the Lord’s Prayer or sing a
Christmas carol without the feelmg

that this trme — every time — is the

first time.”

(After descrrbmg her conversron from
Judaism, due largely to the inspiration of’ ‘the
example of the priests she has _met on the
Cornell Campus and the Catholic community
gathered there in the joyful Sunday liturgies,
she expressed her; desire to renew‘ her bap-

l'tlsmal promlses) ' N
“1 would hke to proclarm

again before: :God and the |
munity my prrde in my faith an

once
com- -
ad my

commitment to: a greater servjce of

. the: people. - And | would Irk

e%to

commit: myself to explore in breadth

. mature’
commitment to the Spirit

e latter

"+ Wednesday *june 4, 1975

d depth the drmensmns of the

N an someone were to asl(me how 1

viewed the Spirit,  would have to say
that the Spijrit is the one membler of

the Trinity that | haven’t really made
friends with yet. | feel it will take me -
the rest of my life to create a close
friendship with the Spirit and |
cannot do it -without the Spirit's

~cpnstant help.

“l have always known the Father.
And Jesus, by His own attractiveness
and force, drew :me to Christianity.
The Spirit remains elusive; yet the

~ Spirit is the power of Jesus here on
e

-earth, the dynamic, even explosive
f?ctor that propels.Christians to a
true expression, of Christianity. Jesus

still is on earth but only insofar as we-
permit the Spirit to grow in us, push
us into constructive - service; con-
structive thought and clarity of:
vision. Since the Spirit demands so
much of us, we often fear respon-
ding. Now, more than ever, | need
the Spirit.. In addition, | believe the
Spirit needs me and every ‘Christian
to live in the world more effectively.

| would like to dedicate myself
forever to the Spirit and celebrate
this -dedication before the public in
the Sacrament of Confirmation.

“Thank you for your time and
‘patience in reading this.

Sincerely yours,

Judith Lightfoote”

{“Dear Bishob Hogan,
l ’ ; * '

I am & senior in college and since

‘the beginning of my freshman vyear |
" have been on a search for faith. -

During these four years | have moved
from being uncomfortable in my
atheism to having a faith that | cling
to tightly | was received into the
Church in October of 1973 '

M1 wish, to have you conferfthe
Sacrament -of Confirmation on. me
because | feel a need and desire to

H

publicly proclaim my. faith, to reveal -

who 1 truly am and hope to ber.

“During'the past four years | hlave

been enhancing my. personal -and. -

inward search by taking part in the
life of the Newman Community and
in my home ‘parish.

l fee! that | am now ready to-

take ,responsrbrlrty for .my faith’'and
for my part in the prlesthood of the

Spirit in Confirrmatlu n.
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By Brshop ]oseph L. Hogan

‘Yes’to the Spirit |

people ThrsI however by no means -
indicates that my searcb has ended.
‘Searching and growing 'is a lifetime
. ,prop()smon

f “I am !looking forward to
November 3|wrth a lot of excitement
l and-sober Cl}rrstran hope. Thank you.

’

Jane_ L. Shelly”

'
r‘

Dear Blshop Hogan
f‘hl
S My prephratron for Conﬁrmat10¥n
: has taken pllace over many years, by
" many years,| by many people and on
. both sides |of the Country. | was
l baptized as| a Presbyterian and was -
. very active; in the church’s Youth
‘ Organizations, Young Peoples’
(f Retreats,. and Summer Conferences
" on World Missions. As a. College
student | ceased to attend
Presbytenarfr services dnd began to
read a great deal of Catholic writings,
especrally ﬂhomas Merton, Thomas a
Kempis’ Imjtation -of Chnst St. John
of the Cros‘s and the documents of
Vatican |/. 41 also attended Mass sfor
part of a year; but it wasn't until |
was marrreb and had been living in
Eugene, Oregon, for almost three
| years that || began regular-study in
i Catholic faith. After further reading,
l "r‘ncludmg The Life of St. Therese of
[ Lrsreux and some very wonderful
! instruction ffom Father Wilks at the

( University of Oregon Newman

Center, Ilrecerved my First Holy

Communron in March of 1973.

”From pregon my husband and |
came dlrectly to Ithaca where
became al reguldr member of the
‘Corne Catholrc tommunlty Father

Callan. and | have talked several
" times about my gr’owth as a Catholic.

' My _entire| college career and early
adulthood|has bekn a time of growth
in learning about my Catholic faith.

And, whilg | see lfurther change and
growth as'an adult, | feel ready for
the Sacrament of Confirmation as a
statement|that 1 am happy about my
decision to live as a Gatholic and that
1 wanft to accept, more responsibility
as part of the larger community.

“It is my ‘hop'e that you will grant
me permissi()n to be Confirmed on
ovember 3. I n'l looking forward to
meeting you.. {
i oA :
ul . Sincerely,
} Mary Emily Gray”
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am grateful for the permission to share

"with you these rnspr mg personal expressions

of the meaning of saying ‘ves’ to [the Holy

" Nazareth College
- To Build Center

interfaith religious center — all
in one 67,000

square-foot. complex’ centrally
|ocated behind the college’s
admlmstratlon building. - .

Construction of a $4 1 mrlhon
college community cénter on the
Nazareth College of ‘Rochester
campus will begin next month,
accordmg to an anpouncement
made- fast week by Dr. Alice L.
Foley, president, amd Supreme
Court justice Emmett|f. Schnepp,

~ The decision to py roceed with

“construction of the new facility

“designed to enrich both the rapidl
college and the community” was
made’ at a special meeting of the

"board. A

‘ . . desi
The center is exp<=cted to be

" ready lor use by the #all of 1976 )
" Dr. Foley: said, It will include a
- studentfumon a hfe gct_iv_)ities an
‘physical-education wing and .an

.
! 14

J

*. interconnected

~ The center will furnish facilities-
to help expand’ educational
opportumtles
classfoom and provrde a nerve -
center for the recreational, social
and splntual needs of Nazareth s
y “changing-
populatlon Dr. Fo'l1ey sahrd She . - o
noted, however, that the new p Padraic O'Hare, parish education orgamzer; emphasrzes a poi t whlle Sister Mlchael 'Lap-
| Religious Education Dwrs on,  Sister Ja mes Lynch, coordinator of
~ Educational Services| and Father Daniel Brent, su perintendent of Catholic schools prepare for
recreational facilities  as the their presentatuons on “total parish educatlon. The Education Department’s program-was in-
cluded in the Diocesan Clergy. Conference held May 19-21 at the.Notre Dame Retreat House,
Hogqn ‘and . F?t e, Alfred rM<:BrI de were featured speakers

. daring: slemmar'

facility would also offer programs
ed specifically for com-
munity residents and that. such’

gymnasium arid Olympic-size

n )} will be avarlable’ : . ,
%vmm gbggo‘ E Canandalgua mshor;: ]oseph |,|.

student

the

petito, director .of.

ll

Cle gy Lea&ershmp

) Confe enc :

]
i
I
i
i

i

PR

e, ‘Y P
- & N me

v
-




