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Rol l ca l l for Off icers-Jim T u i t e ( l e f t ) , Charles H u d a c k , A n 
Fusil l i , Ray Gleary , and Gary B i rkahn. 
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Off icer Gary' Birkahn turned patrol .,car 266 
around arid buzzed toward the site. He was, pat o l ing 
•a-district w i th in the Goodman area bounded by the 
'city l ine on the nor th, Clif ford Averjue on the south, 
Hudson Avenue on the west, and Port land Avenue 
on the -east. Off icer Birkahn described the area, as 
predominantly middle class, w i th 10 per cent plack, 
10 per cent Puerto Rican,and a lot o f elderly, pol ish, 
Ukraniah, and Ital ian. 

. 5:22" p.m. Off icer Birkahn whipped 
sunglasses and put on his 'hat, jin accord 
Rochester Police Department dress code, an 
out of the car* and into the house. 
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5:35 p.m. Off icer Birkahn returned"to the car, A 
daughter had, quarreled w i t h her mother's boyfr iend, 
and somehow in the tussle the grandmother had 
been th rown f r o m her wheelchair. The off icer 
recorded the stop, called headquarters, and s|tarted 
•cruising. ' • ' \ • 

W i t h sunglasses on again, Birkahn explained, 
"The violence th,at you see on television is really a 
very smaljl percentage^ of police work. Most of our 

-calls l ike this one require ^mediation anq con
c i l ia t ion." -"' * 

\ ' ; . j 
Gary, a graduate of SUC at Brockport w i th a 

degree in educat ion, worked a year as a teach ?r and 
a year as a probation, off icer before .joining the force 
f ive years ago. Hedescr ibed the policeman's ole as 
basically,one of educating the public. " I wo t Id say 
very roughly that 80 per cent of our callslare service 
calls-and only 20 per cent-cr ime. ' ' j 

| " t h e pol ice' are a symbol of authority. When j 
people have an immediate personal problem, the 
pol ice are often; t h e on ly ones they can cal l . ' G a r y 
called pol ice work " t he ' k i ng of social w o r k " 

The chance that a pol iceman might be k i l led in 
Rochester is'small, according to Officer Birkahn, who'' 
reported' that o n l y , orje man-has been ki l led in the 

.past ' ten Years. The.possib i l i ty of being h j u r e d , 

use when force is required. First hands, then mace, 
then nightstick. A pol iceman uses his| gun only when 
confronted w i th a deadly weapon, Off icer Birkahn 
explained. ' t •' I t 

Only twice in five" years has he needed to call for 
assistance. Policemen now carry portable partners, 
radios that they can take w i th thepi in case they 
need to call for help. Gary has part icipated iri only a 
few high speed chases and perhaps a dozen pursuits, 
on foot. ' 

, Work ing hours can pose problems for a 
policeman's private l i fe. As <a member of the th i rd 
platoon, Officer Birkahn has) spent the last five years 
working f rom 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and sees his w i fe , a 
teacher, only two evenings aweek and Saturdays and 
Sundays du r ing the morning and early afternoon. " I 
th ink we have a fantastic ret l t ibnship;" Gary" said. " I f 
we had kids maybe it w o u l d b e harder." Once'out of 
every six weeks he has a weekend off. i 

6:05 p.m. A call on the radio, requested1 that 266 
keep a close eye'; on a house'where a man had 
threatened. to shoot someone tha t night. Off icer 
Birkahn drove past the house, explaining that if he 
knew exactly where to f i nd the address i t might save 
crucial seconds- should aip emergency ^arise. He 
estimated that he wou ld drive past the house a 
dozen times dur ing the evening. ' 

Off icer Birkahn explained that wh i le patrol ing he 
wi l l stopi speeders .and issue; parking t ickets, but if he 
is oh hisiway t o a..job he sometimes has t o let minor 
violations.pass. Helsaid that occasionally people sê e, 
a pol iceman over look minor infractions, don't; 
realize he is.answerjiig a cal l , and complain that the' 
pol ice are not d^'ing^their job. Police have also been 
accused] of sleeping in - the i r cars when they tare 
ac tua l ly i look ingIdown to r " ' 

6:151 p.m. Goodman 
department. 

however, is much greater. Birkahn has been 
three t imes by persons resisting arrest arjd b i i ten by 
dogs twice! Police, .members of a semi-mi itary i 
organizat ion, are trained i n a special procedure t o i 
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Off icer Birkahn drove t o the f i re department to 
cal l . Catholic Family Center in Syracuse had cal led 
the Rochester Police to reriort that a IS-yearolttgirlj*" 
'raped by a member of her fami ly ; was. on a. bus 
headed for Rochester Her 

fil l out reports. 

266, call your compla in t 

3Us was expected at 7^30.'. 
Wou ld Off icer Birkahn,piejc her up and t ry t o f ind ; ai 
place fdr her to stay?' 

Bonita Baldwin 
M c K i n n e y 
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Filling out reports is a 
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part of an officers job Officer Birkahn checks in 4'th headquarters 
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