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Cooki Fete Teaehe: 
Eighth graders a t H o l y Rosary school make last" m i n u t e 
prepara t ions for a n A p r i l 30 luncheon host ing t h e school's 
teachers . . Eleven students par t ic ipa ted in- the e ight -week 
cook ing class w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d w i t h the luncheon . From lef t 
t o r ight are T o m m y M a r k l e , M r s . Shei la Sedor, Linda Burke , , 
, Pa t ty H u e t h e r , Judy D a n n o , Emma Scardino and Linda King. 
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I t was c loudy and cold in 
Boston dur ing the .en t i re Edelin 
tr ia l . By m id February thjg jury 
had glistened t o sixv'we€>lks of 
test imony - six weeks of conf l ic t , 
controversy and contradict ions. 

They had heard that therjg were 
two clocks, one clock and no 
clock on the operating room wa l l ; 
but had seertno evidence sjuch as 
a ledger f r o m m a i n t e n a n c e 
department of the hospital t o 
verify the condi t ion and/tor the 
whereabouts of the, clock(sj). They 
heard disagreement concerning 
the length o f the gestation, w i th 
defense witnesses est imating 2 0 ' 
to 24 weeks as their ned ica l 
o p i n i o n s ; and t h e C o m 
monweal th witnesses in t roducing 
figures showing the weight and 
measurements o f a 24 to 27-1/2 
week gestation, The ju-y had 
been "told by defense w tnesses 
that the survival o f a fe t i s in art 
abort ion is of no medical con
sequence . . . no importance at 
al l ; and by the prosecut io i that a 
v iable baby' boy had been suf
focated dur ing the process of his 
bir th. 

The defense testif ied that the 
fetus. ha|l not breathed-"outside 

' the uterus," but that \i coijild have 
* survived a three minute retention 
within the fluid-filled cavjity with 

. no i l l effects. - The; prosecution 
produced evidence |hat t i e three 
minute t ime span vyas fataL 

The jury- heard; Dr. Edelin 
testify that after the jfetal 

-•heartbeat of |140 beats per mjnute 
had been recorded three ! days 
before surgery, he die ncjt at
tempt . immediately prior to the 
abortion to; determine time status 
of the fetus because that wou ld 
not have Been in keeping w i th 
standard . medical practice; .and 
they heard !h im testi fy later- thatj 
he determined the. ietal jdeath by 
"p lac ing two fingers on the chest-
whi le passing i t t o the basin" — a 
procedure .wh ich , took a "few? 
seconds", he said. 

The jury [also heard Dr. Arthur 
Hertig, witness for_ the defense, 
testify that in his medical opinion 
all newborns -are non viable, as 
wellj as all who are born 
prematurely and all aborted 
fetuses. Theytfeteried as Newman 
Flanagan asked Dr. ^Hertig on 
cross jexaminatiiBSi, '.'gasea ori'" 
ypuripwh rJiefmotion Doctor, does 

the medical communityi have a 
responsibility toward. the non 
viable?"! An i the jury niay have 
noticed the hesitation before |the 
witness jans wered, "Yes, < we do." 
The eloquently unasked question 
hung in the courtroom at
mosphere .- . . Did Dr. Edelin as a 
physician have the duty to care 
for the fetus viable or non viable? 

In his:f inal argument; his final! 
words to the jury February 13, 
de fense 
Homans Jr 
almost humble. He was t i red and 
his.voice at 

" I t is ne 
al low a 
cording t$ 
standards. 

a t t o rney - W i l l i a m 
appeared subdued, 

t imes was inaudible. 

:essary", |he said, " t o 
p[hysician i to act ac-

accepted medical 
Otherwise, not only 

, Dr. Edetirt but also your physician 
and mine and thousands of other 

in the- country wi l l 
suffer.-Unless you f ind that Dr. 
Fdelin'was some kind of ogre who 
was going out to terminate the 
existence of babies, to k i l l babies 
w i t h some1 k ind of malicious 
intent ion instead of a physician 
p e r f o r m i n g a m e d i c a l task 
however pleasant or unpleasant i t 
may seem to a physician exer
cising his own judgment I suggest 
that you f ind that Dr. Edelin did 
act in accordance w i th his best 
judgment. Use your common 
sense." 

Flanagan on the other hand 
was vigorous. His! voice f i l led the 
court room and his face was , 
f lushed as, he referred briefly t o 
t h e m e d i c a l examiner ' s 
photograph. "Is this just a 
specimen? Are we ta lk ing about a 
blob, a big bunch of mucus, o r i 
what are we ta lk ing about here? I 
respectfully submit that we are ] 

' ta lk ing about an independent, 
human being that the Com-; 
m o n w e a l t h o f [Massachuset ts ! 
must protecinas wel l as anybody ! 

else in> th is cour t room." 

"But.' let'J get bfeck. to Dr. . 
Barnes^" Fljanagan.'said. "Dr. 
Barnes rs a Rockefeller Foun
dat ion gentleman w h o got t ip 
here and said,. quote/Tf you 
detatch the placenta and you. 
don't havej any air for three 
minutes wh i le you are in there, i t 
.won't '.affect h i m ( the fetus)'. 
We l l , r cou ld , stand here and ask 
you t o cemohstrate that Jby 
holding your - breath for three 
minutes and. see what, would 
happen to you. Use your c o m 
mon sense." 

Dr. Edelin wrote 'THE DAY' in 
big letters across the top of the 
yel low, l ined legal pad on the-
defense table where, he sat. ' It 
wou ld soon be over. • -

His face reflected his con
t inued confidence. ' • '. - \ 
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Fr. 
LouisJiohman 

Dear Father Hohman, 

Father Andrew Greeley says in 
an article quoted by; FaifieT" 
Atwell that the Church is in the 
course of a "precipitous declirje" 
and this is! because people jno 
longer listen to their i leaders 
because their, leaders! ha(ye 
nothing to tell them. I agree wjith 
Father Greeley. j , 

I feel that so long as we have 
Pope Paul and until all those 
medieval Roman, Congregations 
of This, That and the Other Thing 
are dissolved, our Church1 will not 
teach the .Good News its Jesus 
wanted it taught and therefore 
will decline. 

For instance, the Teaching 
Authority [Pope Paul and the 
Congregations?] in the last few 
years has-made a big (thing of 
establishing or re-aff irming 
disciplines such as ' no non-
imprimatur books in the back of 
church, no altar girls,! no Com
munion in hand, etc. Ivteanwhile 
Catholics are keepingJblalcks out 
of schools in South Boston and 
killing Protestants in Ulster, wars 
go on, and more than half the 
world is starving. I 

To be sure, there have been 
superficial improvements since 
Vatican I I : a more realistic and 
attractive liturgy, better relations 
with other churches, a slight 
slackening of some of the 
disciplinary reins, and so on. Yet 
basically I think there has been 
little^ change; the same 
pharasaical legalism rjemains. 
Rule is still by decree' and fear 
rather than by love and reason. 

Father Atwell says we lay 
people are partly to. blame; that 
we have been encouraged since 
the days ofj Leo, XIII to j take 
"active participation" in the life 
of the Chtirch. Ho,w? Has 
anybody asked me how 1 feel 
about altarj girls and con
traception and many other things, 
trivial and serious? 1 am 71 and 
for over 20 years: have; been a 
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Ador 'a t ion 
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<j)f t he Blessed 
place oh the first 

;ach mfcmth at 

noth ing l ike 
-get into a 

,)er. I am 
ivleral reasons, 

< that it will 
vio lent reactions. 

Blessed Sacr&ment. C h u r c h , 
Oxford Street al MonroejAvenue. 
On June 5, the exposition f rom 
noon until 5 p.m. wi l l be fo l lowed 
by benediction 
5:15 Mass. 
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j What are \ o u supposed to do? 
At leafet in our diocese we are 
aspiring to a-h igh level of par-
t ic ipat o n ' and shared decision 
nriakinjs at tjhe parish . level in 

and at the 
the Diocesan el 

& 

diocesan lev 
Pastoral Council which will be 
convoked just two weeks f rom 
njow. Small beginr ings, yes; but 
hjopeful beiinninis too. Get 
involved. We]—^-" -> •*--'*• 
to merely^ sit 
do we? 
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certainly don' t want 
back and cri t ic ize. 

and the regular 
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Near down; own, U of; R, along 
the Genesee liver, offers: 

i 

r — Efficiency 1 j i , 3, or 4 
bedroom apartments 

and towr houses 

| —Furnished kitchens— 
'-. Hotpoint appliances 

—Utilities included 

—Community and „ 
Recreati on center 

—Laundry facilities 
—24 hour maintenance 

AUDCI 

11:00 

Equal Housing 
Opportunity 

9:30-5:30 Daily, 
4:00 Saturday 

CALL 546-1240 
Gem see Gateway 
185 Mt. Hope Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 
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CHIMNEYS 
Rebuild New — Pointed — Plastered — R apaired 

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
FREE ESTIMATES 28 years Experience 

! j Check Our Reputation 
Call Anytime 

1:1 
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GROUP HEALTH 
INVITES YOU 

©HfflfllS 
J o s e p h C 
and 
ad jacen t 

Jiri 

Wilson Health Centpr Carter Street 
Street Expressway (U.S. Route 104) 

to Rochester General Hospital 

HOUSE 
Sunday 2-4 p.m. 

. June f, 8 | 

Every Wednesday Evening 5:30-8:00 
Everyone lis w e l c o m e . 
'Special Invitation to 
K o d a k emp loyees . 

ff t. 

;'-t.w 


