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WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

Fr. 
Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Jn, 3:16-
18. (R1) Ex. 34:4-6,8-9. (R2) 2 Cor. 
•13:11-13. ( j ' . . 

Perhaps one i5f' the greatest 
def ini t ions of Cod was St. John's 
three-word def in i t ion : Cod is 
love. I t s iys everything. ' 

hunciat ion. Such a revelation was 
necessary f o r a m iss ionary 

-religion. It answered the ob
jection to the aloneness of; GprJ 
and therefore made Christiartity 
i ja la tab le to^polytheists. " ! 

J\ Thedoc t r i neo f the Trinity does 
.hot . mean that there are many 
igods,,, but many Persons I n the 
'one. God.. Scripture names t l jese 
Persons -as Father, Son or. Word , 
-andihe Holy Spirit, They live.in a 
communi ty of love of which 
married love is but the faintest 
ref lection. 
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If God 

in ' the first Reading Moses 
records a descripton of the 
Father. "The Lord^ the Lord," God' -
cried put toMoses , "is a merrifful 
and gracious God, slow to anger 
and rich in kindness and f idel i ty . " . 
Wha t a beautiful descript ion i t is! 
And a true one, for i t was given by 
God Himself. 

is loye, \ whom. did He 
love? There had t q bej a Beloved. 
If there is a Beloved^He co j j ld not 
be loved, unless He first were 
known. For no one.'can love what 
he does .not know. > A boy and a 
girl who. have never met cannot 
fal l . in love w i th eacn^qther. There 
had to be a knowing. Thus f rom 
so. sirnple a def in i t ion as God i s 
love, we can almost arrive at the 
need of a t r in i ty oft persons in 
Cod :a lover, the bejoved^ and 
knower. " \ 

. The great revelation b f the O ld 
Testament , was. m o n o t h e i s m . 
Perhaps.that was why the Jewish' 
religion was not ' missionary. 
Pagans couifd. not • 'accept that 
there was only one G o d 

i . \ • 

" H o w cou ld a one God be a 
happy God?" they r ightful ly 
asked. "A one God is alonp, and 
an alone God is a lonely G o d ! " 

If it were not good for man to 
be alone, how much more for his 
Cod . Pagans, therefore, wou ld 
have n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h 
m o n o t h e i s m . >Hence. t hey 
•peoplecMie^" Olympus aridi thejr 
Pantheon with-- gods and god
desses. $ 

The great revelation of the New 
Testament was the Tr ini ty, f i rst 
revealed, ; to Mary at t he An -

After Cod had. freed theu 
Hebrews from Egypt with such 
power, whoever wou ld have 
thought that they wou ld have 
rebelled against Him. And yej tjhe 

' exodus f r o m Egypt ±p t h e 
Promised Land chroniqes cne 
l ong * . l i s t o f r e b e l l i o n atf:er 
rebel l ion- against their sav ng 
Cod . j Even Moses confessed, 
" t h i s ' ' is indeed a stiff-necked 
p e o p l e . " The w h o l e . O l d . 
Testament is a narrative of man 
sinning and God forgiving, of 
man f leeing and God pu.rsu ng. 
How fatherly was • the Lordv t o 
them, -slow t o anger, k ind and 
merci fu l . 

The Father, t o give ful l ex-> 

press ion t o His love and 
forgiveness, sent His Son . as 
savior. The SOn incarnated the. 
mercy, graciousness, kindness 

. and f idel i ty of His fa the r . His 
great revelat ion. to us was that 
" M y , Father is your-Father, My 
God is your.God." When the Son 

" re tu rned to His Father both He 
and the -Father sent the Holy 
Spirit, the God of love. And He 
came to forge men into - a 
communi ty of love. ( . 

Mass begins w i th the words, of 
Paul in the second Reading: "The 
grace oftthe Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and .the 
fel lowship of the Holy. Spirit be 

v w i t h you a l l . " A t Mass that is not 
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riierely a : greetjng;; b u t also a\ 
prafer that our I j fe b e j i k e that o f 
the^Trinity: a.li'fe of harmony and 
peace, To 'answer-. this' prayer, 
Christ becomes, present ,to the 
Christian commti r i ] l§ '•#.' Mass. 
^ndiwhy? That.all,6tus,iWhd share 
in the -body and blood ofr Christ 
(the; Sacrament of Love}, may be 
brought together/ in; unity by thei 
Holy Spirit (the.'God*, of Love). 
Hence St. Augustine's - d ic tum: 
!"The C h u r c h • •• makes t h e 
jEuchar is t , b u t t h e Euchar is t 
imakes the Church,"—a- com
muni ty of Ipve in the imageqf. the 
Trinity. . , I 

THE BIRDS? 

Being a long-term booster of 
the Courier-Journal, 1 am glad t o 
make the fo l lowing report: One 
day last week a. bird jrepeatedly 
f lew into one pane o f glass in the 
f r o n t sepond .f loojr rec to ry 
w indow, banging away at i t all 
through the day unt i l jwe tr ied an 
experiment . . . We j fastened a 
copy of the Courier j inside the 
w indow . . . the b i rd took one 
look and f lew awayj . . thus 
scotching an allegation t h a t the 
Courier is for the birds. 

Rep r i n ted f r o m Pas to r i zed , 
Father Raymond He'isel's weekly 
column in trie St. Margaret Mary 
Bulletin. 
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SHOP 
SHOP 
SHOP 

BUT. 
Until 

FLANIGAN'S 
LAUER'S -
MANGURIAN'S 

9 
2 Minutes 
of Keelei 

Bicentennial Plan 

and 

.Don't Buy 
You Shop 

, Patricia Horn and Mary Ksczanowicz, all 
Holy Cross School 

or Country, written 
note the nation 

eighth 
recent ly took part in a p lay , 

produced by the pupils to 
bicentennia l . 

Shop the GIANTS.. 
but—for GIANT Values 
in Home Furnishings; 
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No gift is too small, no gift tpo 
large to aid in the work of t 
Society.for the Propagation 
t h e F a i t h . . . for each 
reaches out to-help in the 
port of 180,250 missionaries 
and seminarians/ 

HOLD AT LEAST qNti OF 
itiYDUR 

! 
i 

j 

ie 
of 

g f t 
•• S M P " •-

Missionaries are the true gift-
givers^.they give faith and 
help to theraeprived of the 
world; . . they give sustenance 
to the poor of the world-. .they 
bring Christ to the children bf 
the world. I 
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J Help m help them 
•m . . . to fill their needs of body' 
| and spirit. May the Society for 
| the Propagation of the Faith 
| be your principal charity for 
• sharing in the greatest and 
I holiest work'o'f the Church. 

,jj\%*&**+*±. 

*L-r 

THE WORLD'S HELPLESS 
HEART! 
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To help YOlthelp them 
... because-we are one in the faith, because I 
want to share :my blessings with air God's peo
ple, I am pleased to send my gift o f $ _ 
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CJ 5/21/76 
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City -State- -Zip. 
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Send your gift to: 
Most Rev. Edward T. O'Meara 
•:••* Rational Director 

f t^0^^jimk Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 

OR: 

OFTHE FAITH 
Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 

Diocesan Difector 
123 East Avjenue 

Rochester, New York 14604 
716454-2926- i ' 
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