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By DICK BAUMBACH

Elmua-Horseheads — The

this storyus because sltudents at

St. Patrick’s JuniorHighsschool in.
-Elmirahave been:, going through a

. never-béfore-tried concept in

education .at the Elmira College

Athletrc and Education. complex -

ln Horseheads

Paul Brand dlrector of
athletics |, at the coliege, has
termed t e project “A school
wrthrn a '>chool Thét's exactly
what has
last three weeks and wil l continue
to -do so ntil Fnday

Sister dlla\re Francis Mogenhan
principal of St. Patnck’s said the
program ns aiméd at “exposing
the students to the application of
skills in mdny.different ways. It is
. an alternate way.”

The
Patrick’s
rellmous tnstruction from 8:40 to

9:30 a.m. They then board buses .

ut to the college center, which is
ut 15 miles from the junior
igh school, and at 10 a.m. start
the . remamd_er of
ucatio?al day.

udents “arrive at St.

their-

been occuring for' the -

aily and receive their .

fringe of Elmira’s mnercr*y Sister

. reason'for - the ‘doiible dateline. of Mogenhan said, “At the ]unror

high school we- are basrcally ina
. tonfined area, while out at~the
college we hive the cc)untry

atmosphere

For thé college’s part they

aren’t just-providing the bui dlngs ‘

to hold the program, they. also
have 70 students teachers taking

part in the project for degree -

requrrements

The entlre student body of St

ernll Eln‘ura College assistant professor of natural history and learmng resources
pecnalrst points out the habitat/of local wildlife on the nature trail surrounding the ). Ralph

Patrick’s, a total of 320 students, Murray Athlete-Education Center to Sister Clare Francis, St. Patrick’s Junior High School Prin-
rcrpal 8th graders Debble Huffman and Greg Malinoski, along with 7th graders Anne Shea and
f T.}. Staplleton and EC ireshman Dave Conklin. . %

takes part in the umque program..

‘The 13 teaching staff members .

at St. Patrick’s -act. as faculty’

‘The principal sard she would

supervisors as well as instructors ° ~lgve to have the- program year

for the program

The, students eat from bag
lunches at the college and are
free .to roam over the ~ open
countrysrde in organized’ ac-
tivities. “There, are natufe trails as
well ds sports areas.that we just .
‘don't and couldnt have at St.
Patrick’s, This gives the students
the opportunity to have some
freedom and not feel constantly
confmed "t Sister: saxd

' The
Church 1975

= Andrew lGreeley

- E Remember vrsrts to the Blessed
'Sacrament? =T

They went: down the drain
with a lot of other things in the
quest for relevance and ex-
perience -and jself-fulfillment.
How could’ youlbe “with it” and

“involyed” “honest”™ and
“relating” if y were in church
praying? “Visits” were a way of

“hiding behind, the altar,” a
copout from the challenge and -
‘demands of the secular world.

‘Now,  in such unexpected
places as the “Village Voice” and
krica Jong’s “Fear of Flying” (an
undisciplined | but not unin-
sighfful novel),|we find that.the
modern secular world is loqkmg
for an-explanation of the méaning

of life and deat(l{ We have a lot of

answers (most of them superfrcra
and_potentially :harmful) to_
problems but we

complex social
remember what

can’t- seem to

. answwer we-gave to the question|’

of what is the meaning of human
life. .

My _ cdlléague Nancy Mc-
:Cready, in a poem from a recent
issue of “Jesus Lives,” remembers
those “visits” and wonders about
whether .we "gave. them up 00
quickly: )

Was it so long ago

or.two

And | would set the church difficult to sustain, ar

aglow. -
Wlth all the copper coins I'd".

. stolen from Esther’s dresser.

“(Refember the lady who lived -

- with us, | loved: her 509

And. yomCod and I would slt

N tpgether i

" And. amidst candles laugh at\a
httle child’s jokes :

But held in the quret chuech

A restless child, ~wondering,
perched in the pew

Staring at the mystery,
listening, nurtured,

Andin the ‘grace of C.od | grew.

- lndeed we cannot grow |f we -
" turn our backs on the social and .
political- problems of our day. But

. neither can we grow. or respond

to social challenge without a
-strong, clear view of the meaning
-of life ‘and the purpose of the -

- ‘cosmos. s there as Mrs. Mc:-
Cready puts it, “a kingdom- of -
mystery, a world of . divine

promise’? Is there indeed? It's a
tough question and requires deep
thought, long reflection, and then
intense commitment. You don’

do any of these. things by
speaking with tongues attending

" a prayer. meeting, singing at_a

guitar, mass, or” marching on a
“picket line — no matter how
‘necessary or worthy or laudable
such actrvft’ ies may be. - i ’

As: l lhav£ argued in the last.

several columns, there is no point -

in trying to recapture the past in’
some sick sentimental nostalgia.
It can't be done. . The pertinent
question is whether we. canlearn :
from the past, and if we tan't, .
then we're in pretty bad shape.

» Mrs. McCready, who. is neither a

romantrc nor a sentimentalist,

observed that, * . we must take
a lock at the ways ofs the ‘old
church, and see if .there isnt
somethrng that was too precious -
to be tossed aside in our efforts to
. dive into total communal
responsé -

GCod yvrll not be redlscovered
by fundamentalist enthusiasm
. any mote than he will be found
again by literalistic nostalgia- We .
- must ook respec#fully at the past
— not to deny the present, butto
improve -the. quality -of our
response to -the present.. Mrs
McCready says. it well

“In a day when people are
. present or absent from church

- ‘rather- casually, when penance is
“That. a vigil light cost .a penny -a forgotten sacrament, -

when
d more
nd; trtimacy. -
_almost impossible,. where do.we .
- find the trust, the forgiveness, the

. friendships are . imore

: transcendency and. the. com ort
of a sacred place?

l

We mrght flnd among ithe -
2:smell of beeswax and incense
some- - hints -about where we
-should be focusing our energies . -

“Which. now: | -know even held . within the-churéh. Our hearts: stlll

some wisdom. | .
We were 4 secret pait, because
with: ‘you. 1 cotild: share my cares
What feelmgs were: th i rd

cry out with the same needs

“trust, to' love; to be. forgwen to .

belong to a farthful God:": -

Does' that mea_n.— we'_should

. warn

‘free e, Tsrry mdlcatle]d tha"

round, but 1 don’t know.if it
would be feasible. If it weie a
year rouid program 1 would build
‘more basic skrlls into the system.”

The Students end thelr teachmg ‘

day at 2:40 p.m. “and head back,
via cl‘r

Srster Mogenhan sand the one
drawback she has.seen with the
program is the busing. “The
. busing gets difficult at times in
tiying to move an.éntire school
every day to another locatien. In

ool buses, to the jumor;
high school in tlmrra

" reach

‘the afternoon we have to make a

, double run from the .college to ¢
the junior high schoof because -

the city, schooldistrict’s buses are
tied up starting to take those

> chlldren home.”

However, ‘Sister said she] is
“very excited about: the program
"t's very exciting for everyone, and
by that | mean both teachers and
students. -

“I-feel we. have been able‘ to,
students_
B academlcally that we haven't

some

been able to reach in a straight
academrc atmosphere We have

j
s

Teen Heads Bike Hike

-can | Jay,”

/st,udenisx whp are learning with -~

Sknswang they. are learning and |’

think a goodreason for that is the
atmosphere :at the college.”

‘" The only cost to St. l’atncl(’s is
to share in the costs of the bus'
transportation and. the purchase
of some supplres for the, project.

“The cost is well worth it when
vou realize that you are' éxposing
the students to an alternate way

‘of learning; and some:of the

students who were having dif-
ficulty  with the normal system
are really moving’ ahead' The
prograin-is wonderful. What else
she said.

Terry leonatl “daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Libonati of
Rochester, .anticipates a busy
month. ahead getting ready for

what she hopes will be an even -

~bigger ‘and better . Bike Hike for
- the'- Handicapped than the first

one last year. The big' day is...

Sunday, June 1. As Bike Hike
chairperson as well as the

. recently re-elected president of

Youth Organized and United ‘to

help the Association for Retarded -

Children at the Al Sigl Tenter
(sponsors. of the' event), it is no

surprise that she finds her hands

- Terry  was graduated from
Franklm High School last year

and attends -Miss McCarthy’s

Stenographic’ Service. After .she
completes her studies in June, she

hopes to work as therapy-aide at .
Moriroe Developmental Services -

. on- Westfall Road

"I really wrapped up in my

work with the handicapped,” she
says. “Ijust love it . . . to.see kids
whoneed help so very much

- begiri to’ respond and grow and

hopefully live up to their full
potential. It's extremely satisfying

to- see, progress no matter how

- small.it may seem: And when it

does come, you know the time
and patlence _spent -have’ been

: well worth it.”

“Terry began- her work with the

_ handicapped. about four. years
_ago. “One, day I'just called the Al
Sigl Center and said 1 wanted to

work with iHandicapped krds

They told'me about Y.O.UTH.=

ARC and mvrted me to come up

and meet its. adviser, Fred Tee T

Boon. Fred was just fantastic rn
his enthusrasm about the

: orgamzatron* and its - work, but
d me- that the job would not .
_beeasy. That certainly turned out -~

to 'be the case, but 1 wouldn’

trade .these ;past  few :years “of-
-anything. [t's been a really great~ ;

experlence

‘ “We- ,have a terrlflc buth of

kids now in Y.O.UTH.—ARG;
about 200 boys ‘and gitls. from

‘schicols all- over the -county. and

they are doing/a great job. I'd

hsghly recommend the - organi-

zation to anyone-who is willing to-

give a few hours every wegek to
‘help the handrcapped :

gceupiesjust about all- her

rgd
H —ARC

~expansion

. Catechetlcal

; AReferrmg to Blke Hrke ‘75,. -

. ven. N
At thls year and on behalf of
: : mvxte B

’ everyone to participate either as

a rlder or a sponsor oL
As in the past ridexs, will ask
people to .sponsor them for so

.much méney per course. mile

completed. But this vyear, the
riders won’t have the additional
inconvenience .of havmg to.

ncepts of Chnstran

Changing
its éradle-to-grave

education,

demands on| priest and pansh

were  discussed this week at a
Diocesan Clzergy/ Conference in

* Canandiagua

Conferenle leaders were
Bishop Joseph L. Hogan and
Father Alfred McBride of the
National Catholic Education

Association,who is general editor

evolvmg National
Directory. The

three-day meeting at Notre Dame

of the

Retreat House: ends today.

Presentatrons and panel
discussions  examined . the
emerging educational vision " of
the Church; the role of priest in
Christian education\decision-
making; educatlonal\géructure
and. staff relations; and tlholu:

schools

' agencres

and - the resultant .

_ theme; the pain and the |

’collect ‘money pledged to! tﬁem

Terry indicated that all’sponsors
-will be bijlled directly, by a

compufterized procedure.”

Last year more -than’ 590000
was raised and some .16 local .
and organizations
serving the  her handicapped.
shared |n the proceeds

Prie. L as Educator
Toplc at Canfere L

ce

Respondmg effectxvely to the

‘idea of the.parish as total
Christian . | educator’ has
dramatically - changed the

tradltnonalkrole of the pnest as
pastor, *+ counselor,

_eacramental [minister. With’ the
_expansion, | of

the parrsh

educational| - spectrum {pre-

schobler to adult educational -

programs), a new type of
leadership is demanded of him.
He must now focus his’attention
on . administrative  dutiés,
educational planning com-
mittees, and consultatwe pansh

groups. - 3

Brshop Hogan in his presen-

tatlon
Hope”

“Priest as Prophet of
reflected a two- fold

of the priestheod, and 3 call to

jeddcatlonal mmlstrles
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