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Pushing t h e f loor down? N o , these pjupils of St. M a r y ' s Schoo l , A u b u r n , are demonstra t ing the i r 
motor coord ina t ion skills. T h e chi ldren i n k indergarten! through grade four recent ly proved 

> their abi l i t ies in t u m b l i n g , march ing , bal l routines and danc ing . 
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TheXcase for the defense 
seems, strong. 

The use-of the word 'baby' was 
forbidden. The word 'fetus' was to 

, be used in court. And Judge 
James P. McGui re was eventually 
to charge that a -.man cannot* be 
found gui l ty of manslaughter 

' ^unless.hefeas ki l led a person, not 
a fetus. Defense attorney Wi l j iam 
P. Homans Jr. stressed in : his 
opening remarks, " W e wi l l prove 
that no baby boy ever existed in 
that w o m b ! " 

The defense witnesses were 
m e n of impress i ve m e d i c a l 
c reden t i a l s . Dr. . R. G o r d o n 
Douglas, co-author of Operative 
Obstetr ics (Doug las a n d 
S t r o m m e ) t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e 
a b o r t i o n i tse l f was " s o u n d 
medical p rac t i ce " ' performed in 
accordance w i t h a technique 
described in his text.JDr. Jack A. 
Pritchard co-author o f another < 
medical text (Williams on Ob- ' 
stetrics by P r i t cha rd and 

. Hel lman) testi f ied that in his 
medical op in ion the f^tus was 
dead prior t o the surgery. 

Both doctors test i f ied that the 
death.of a fetus is an integral part 
of any abort ion at any t ime. 

The three t'o f ive minutes t ime 
" lag dur ing wh ich Dr. Edeiin 

allegedly held t h e fetus inside the 
uterus w i th , his\ hand, after 

- separating the cord f rom the 
uterine wa l l , was described-as a 
period in wh ich heVxper jenced 
d i f f icu l ty grasping t h e head (one 
source reported i t t o be the 'tetal -

• legs'} V 
Dr. Edeiin test i f ied tha i \he had 

- not placed his who le hand inside 
-- the uterus, but had inserted two 

fingers* o n j y . ' 's 

' Two pathqlogists. Dr. Kurt 
Ben i rschke ( U n i v e r s i t y o f 
California at San Diego) and Dr,. 
Arthur Hertig (Professor Emeritus 
Harvard University) testified,after ,• 
v iewing the fetal lung t issue- that ' 
" the fetus never breathed outside 
the ' uterus." (emphasis added!) 
Dr. Hertig'testif ied that 'no baby is 
v i a b l e u n t i l p l aced in t h e 
mo the r ' s arrhs_. o u t s i d e the 

. hospital . Premature babies . • ~ . 
' babies in incubators . . . "al l are 
~\ non-viable" irt Dr. Hertig's 

medF-Ga.t"- o p i n i o n . (F lanagan 
would; return td "that remark in 
erossrexaminat idf i j ~ ^ 

Foundation, swore tha t if a fetus 
were t o be forc ib ly , held inside 
thej uterus for three t o f ive 
m inu tes a f ter s e p a r a t i o n , 
"noth ing wou ld happen to the 
fetus, absolutely nothing1. The 
fetijs wou ld be okay.." 

The case for the defense, 
seemed strong. But . . . 

Su f fo l k . C o u n t y M e d i c a l 
Examiner , Dr. George Cur t i s 
intraduced the photo which 
showed the fetus t o be a baby. 
A n d , his p rev i ous l y repo r ted 
testimony that "some inhalation 
and exhalation, had taken place" 
( suppo r ted by P i t t sbu rgh 
pathologist John Ward M.D.) . 
indicated t h e . f e t a l ' respiratory 
action took place when the fetus 
was! (held) inside the uterus, w i th 
no opportuni ty t o breathe outside 
the | uterus. 

The pertipent- passages froiji 
Operative Obstetrics were shown 
toi ; d e s c r i b e . ' a h y s t e r o t o m y 
technique advised for the ter­
minat ion of at]6 week pregnancy 
(4 months) a t wh ich t ime the 
fetus measures 10.7 - cm: -11.6 • 
cm] crown to^ rump; 15.5 cm. -
18.J0 cm. crown to heetl; and-

weighs 86 t o 108 grams.. The baby 
aborted by Or : Edeiin measured 
21.0 cm. crown to rump (mo're 
than 8"); 33.5 c m . crown to heel 
(mdre than 13");"and weighed 600 
to "JOO grams, indicat ing a 2 4 - 27 
1/2 [ week gestation (6 t o 7 
months) . . . a; baby too large to 
be grasped and aborted by two 

. fingers . . . a baby large enough 
to jhave reached the point of 
viabi j i ty. 

- Dr. Pritchard's 'de.ad _ fetus' 
theory was. based solely on the 
reports of the bloody taps. He 
hac examined neither the baby 
nor) the mother. (Bloody taps are 
not proof of fetal death, i f they 
we re , a l l a m n i o c e n t e s i s 

. d i agnos t i c p rocedures w o u l d 
come under serious question 
because of the dangers to the 
baby.) Dr. Pritchard was alone in 
his theory. Not one witness f rom 
either side supported h im. 

fytedical student. Steve Teich. 
(surgical assistant t o Dr. Edeiin 
during the abort ion, and a witness 
fori t he defense) w e a k e n e d . 
Edelin's " two-f inger" testimony 
whi le on the stand under crOss-

•" examination. Describing how Dr. 
Edeiin separated the placenta, 
T e c h repea ted l y m o v e d h'is 
whole hand in a'downward thrust 
w i i h a . sweeping wrist mot ion 

. . . . . over t h e c o n s t a n t i n ­
ter 'URtions f rom the defense 
attorney who tr ied earnestly t o 
suggest to Teich that he indicate 
two .fingers only. 

> By actual measurements, Dr. 
v Edelin's f ingers are, at 10.0 cm. , 

too short to. have reached upward 
f rom the point o f . i nc i s i on to-^ 
separate the anterior placenta (18 
crcv'. l e n g t h , and 11 :5 - c m . ; 
diajmete'r);- • • . 

Major fltiws began to appear \h 
thej,' defense presentation. More. 
°we-e destined-to. surface before, 
-the ease was j j iyen \to_ the - juryi ; 

. A^ndihe prosecution began :to ; 
refl ect j ts strength. 
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