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By Bishop loseph L 

T h e G o s p e l . p r o c l a i m e d b y t h e L o r d Jesus 
w a s l i v e d i n t h e f a i t h c o m m u n i t y o f t h e 

infant Church long" before the four Gospels 
were writ ten. Our Blessed 
•Lord had, assured His 

- fa i th fu l foi l o w e r s t h a t H i s 
a-irit would be with, them 

to help them recall.all He 
had said and bone and to 

I ' g v e t h e m a d e e p e r u n -
[ d e r s t a n d i n g o f H i s ; 

Message. It was only after: 
r i is " Gospel was. 

jp l rdc la imed ~ by His' 
j'dlisciples to Jews and 
(.Gentiles that the Holyr 

p i r i t i n s p i r e d t h e 
E v a n g e l i s t s t o p u t t h e 

rrj iessage i n t o w r i t i n g . 

I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t i n t h e s e days 1 

w h e n M a r i a n d e v o t i o n s e e m s t o b e l o s i n g 
I g r o u n d a m o n g j m a n y , t h e r o l e o f M a r y in our-

r e d e m p t i o n is r e c e i v i n g g r e a t e r " r e c o g n i t i o n 
f r o m s c h o l a r s w h o a r e ' s e a r c h i n g Ahe 
S c r i p t u r e s . -It is ' s u c h a s o l i d B i b l i c a l f o u n 
d a t i o n t h a t , assures us o f a n a u t h e n t i c ; 
devotion to the Mother of God. 

) 

And what dp the Scriptures tell us 
about her? - ,"' 

' " . 1 — There is, a parallel between 
Mary and Eve, just as there is a' 
p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n C h r i s t a n d A d a m . 

As Christ is 'Adam in reverse' (Phil. 2, 
- 6; 1 Cor. 15,22, 

reverse'. Eve's 
45}," so M a r y is ' E v e i n . 
d i s o b e d i e n c e is t h e 

s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f t h e s i n f u l * r e b e l l i o n 
o f t h e h u m a n . r a c e a g a i n s t G o d ' s w i l l . 
M a r y ' s h u m b l e r e s p o n s e t o t h e d i v i n e ' 
w i l l is t h e i s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f t h e 
r e d e m p t i o n o f <the h u m a n r a c e f r o m ^ 
s i p : " H e r e 1 a m : I , " sa id M a r y ; " I ' a m 1 
th;e L o r d ' s s e r v a n t ; as y o u h a v e ) 
s r i o k e n , so b e i t . " ( L u k e 1:30) Eye's '" 
p r i d e w h i c h g a v e . . b i r t h t o t h e 

h a u g h t y a m b i t i o n t o p l a y G o d ( G e n . 

3:5) is: contrasted wi th the humil i ty 
of God's handmaiden (Luke 1:48). , 

2 —The . melody of her-. 
M a g n i f i c a t h i g h l i g h t s a w i o r l d 

dimension of redemption — again 
contrasted with Eve. who was sent---
"empty away" from Paradise (Gen. 
3 : 2 3 ) . M a r y a n n o u n c e s t h e g o o d 
n e w s . t h a t t h e h u n g r y w i l l ' b e 

"satisfied with good, things." (Luke 
1:53) . T h e sadness o f t h e o l d c r e a t i o n 
w i l l b e c h a n g e d i n t o j o y . VVh i l e Eve 
c o n c e i v e d i n s o r r o w . ( G e n : 3: i1), M a ' r y -
p r o c l a i m s j o y : " M y s p i r i t r e j o i c e s i n 
C o d m y S a v i o u r . " ( L u k e 1:47,) 

3 — T h e n e w l i t u r g y i n a l l f o u r 
E a c h a r i s t i c p r a y e r s ^ h a s t h e p h r a s e 
" w i t h / jv lary" a n d S c r i p t u r e j u s t i f i e s 
t h i s s i m p l e e x p r e s s i o n o f o u r n e e d f o r 
h e r c o m p a n y i f w e a r e t o . e n t e r o u r 
h e a v e n l y i n h e r i t a n c e : For i t assures 
us t h a t ' w i t h h e r w e b e g i n t p l e a r n t h e 
n e e d jto s u r r e n d e r o u r l i ves t o , 

Mystery — on the margins of which 
our cherished calculations, plans and 
des i r es i o f t e n c o l l a p s e . W h e r e s o b e r 

speculation could never.resolve her 
question, "How can this be?" (Luke, . 
1:33), jher belief that "Nothing is.' 
i m p o s s i b l e t o C o d " ( L u k e ij l:38) 
r e s o l v e d h e r a n x i e t i e s a r i d d o u b t s . 
M a r y r e m i n d s ' us t h a t w i t h o u t - o u r 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o s u r r e n d e r t o M y s t e r y , 
w e wi l l l n e v e r b e a w a k e n e d t o t h e 
p r e s e n c e °of- G o d i n o u r j l i v e s 
e s p e c i a l l y w h e n H e s u m m o n s us t o 
C a l v a r y . I t is o u r c o m p a n s i o l t s h i p 
w i t h M a r y i n ' M y s t e r y w h i c h a l o n e 
a l l o w s G o d t o t r a n s f o r m t h e | a r e s , 
a jpx ie t ies a n d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s o f l i f e • 
i n t o t h e r e d e m p t i v e p l a n anjd, t o 
i l l u m i n e f o r us' w i t h r e d e m p t i v e ! l i g h t 
t h e h e a v y d a r k n e s s w h i c h l i f e • 
s o m e t i m e s is. 

4— It; we 
c a n f i n d jln 

i r i s t i a n ' Chr 
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search the Scriptures we 

n 

M a r y t h e s i m p l i c i t y o f t h e 
v o c a t i o n " . She h e a r d t h e 

Word of God; nourished the -Word 
within herself ' and brought forth 
Christ tojthe world. Her spirit calls all 
C h r i s t i a n s t o d o w h a t C h r y r d i d : 
" H a p p y ' the w o m b t h a t b o r e y o u " 
. . . but He replied: / 'Sti l l happier 
those who hear 'the Word of G 3d and 
keep i t . " (-Lujke 11:28-29. . Our 
v o c a t i o n su : n r r i o n s .us t o g i v e .wi tness; 
t o t h e o m n i p r e s e n t p o w e r Df the 
W o r d - m a d e - f l e s h i n | t h e c o n c r e t e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f o u r l i fe .—I t is b \ 
l i v i n g o u t t h e W o r d o f G p d i n e v e r y 
d i m e n s i o n Df o u r e x i s t e n c e t h a t w e 
b r i n g . f o r t h C h r i s t t o o u r w o r l d 

5 — A n d 

w i t h M a r y 

i f w e s e a r c h the S c r i p 

t u r e s , w e c a n r e a c h t h e c o n 
o f t h e r e d e m p t i v e w o r t 

fe. She 
value 

of Hiving ou ordinary human 
forces us to question our 
system, rfers was : a marg ina l 
ex is tence the ^ t r u 
n o n l u x u r i o i j i s e x i s t e n c e p f o v i d 

c a r p e n t e r O 

•d b y a 

f t h a t e r a . For 30 y e a r s he r 

obscure 
d. Her 

v i c t i o n 
m 

l ife was hidden in an 
province of the.Roman wor 
d a i l y tasks w e r e u n d o u b t e d l y t h e 
r o u t i n e w o r k o f a m o t h e r . T h r o u g h 

"prayerful \i ith such as Mary's'we can 
learn to ac cept the ordinary in our 
lives to bui d up our relationship wi th 
C h r i s t . . The S e r m o n o n - t h e M o u n t 
assures us that God's fatherly care 
extends j o the - seeming l y in 
significant jaspects of our l i\es. 

I apn c o n v i n c e d t h a t w e a r e w i t n e s s i n g t h e 
d a w n o f a n e w e r a o f d e v o t i o n t o ^ M a r y t h a t 
w i l l en ' d t i r e as o n g as w e c o n t i n u e t o s e a r c h 
t h e S c r i p t u r e s j to f i n d in h e r a g a i n w h a t t h e 
e a r l y C h u r c h s . jw in h e r — t h e p r i s m t h r o u g h 
w h i c h t h e b r i l l a n c e o f C h r i s t ' s r e j d e m p t i o n is . 
r e f r a c t e d . 

j a v e . . o i r u i t o u i e s o m e t i m e s is. 

Palmyra Church Notes 125 Years 
Last week • parishioners of St. 

Anne s Church in Palmyra 

~-s-

• reenadted the horse and buggy 
arrival of the first' priests in 

Waynei County. The reenactment 
was .part of the 125th Jubilee 
Celebration at St. Anne's. 

v The anniversary celebration 
Will be highlighted May 31 with, a 
bike hfike for 7th and 8th graders, 
a jubi lee Mass of Thanksgiving, 
and a d i n n e r dance . C o n -
celebrants for the Mass include 
Bishop Dennis W! Hickey,father' 
Wil l iarn Hickey, pastor, and four 
priests' formerly-associated with 
the parish: Father^John Maxwel l , 
retiree) pastor of St. Vincent De 
Paul in Churchvi l le;.Msgr. Frank 
Kelly, pastor o f a Pennsylvania 
parish Father Thomas O'Keefe, 
associate pastor* of St. James 
Churcji in . Rochester i and Msgr. 
John Bal l , a retired pastor l iv ing at 
St. Francis DeSales in Geneva. 

b the r eyents dur ing the month 
i n c l u d e d Jub i jee First H o l y 
Communion and Jubilee Con
f i rmat ion, a you th Mass and 
record, hop,, a special Mother's 
pay t r ibute to mothers, and a . 
fashion show. ,• 

~A Mass . fo r de'eeased 
parishioners -Will be celebrated 
June; 7 . -The new altar in the 
cemetery w i l l be-dedicated and 
the graves w i l l be blessed. The 
color.guards of the* Veterans of 
Foreign .Wars and the American 
Legioh wi l l "perform together. The 

. following . d a y there is t o be 
- ,comripuna! annointTngof the.sick. 

FafhefcHickey reported that the 
parishioners hope to refurbish the 

• sanctuary as their^memorial gift.." 

i~ Tflojme. masses, w i l l be1-
Celebrated, throughput t h e year. 

commerce when Father Edmund 
Q'Conr for of l Cananda igua 
organized the I town's recently 
arrived Irish Catholic) immigrants 
into a • mission j in 1849. Fathers 
McBride of Oswego and Riley of 
Rochester held JMass ;s in homes 

' and halls untj l Bishop John Timon 
of Buffalo appointed Father John 
Totihey as Palmyra's irst resident 
pastor. A t that t ime the parish 
served all of Wayne and part of 
Monroe County 

A c c o r d i n g :o ~tne c h u r c h 
history wr i t ten by Arine Batterby 
and published! in St Ann'e 
m e m o r i a l b o o k l e t , Father 
M i c h a e l ' C i l b r i d e succeeded 
Father Touhey iin 1c 52 and just 
two. years later Father John 
O ' D o n n e l l y - f o l l o w e d Father 

Ci lbr ide to Palmyra.. A few 
months-af ter his arrival Father 
O'Donnel ly waij killed^ by a tr.ain 
in Rochester. 

father Casey ministered at thes 
chapels u n t i l they becam 
separate parishes. 

Following the Civi l War, \ th 
church was completed in T87'5 
w h e n ' the sanctuary and vestr / 
were constructed, the pews bui I 
the walls frescoed, and the a l d r 
erected. Ten years later staineJ 
glass windows were added. Father 
. Casey, suffering from .poor healtl 
retired in 1893, having brought 
much new life to th 
parishioners. 

In September of 1893 Father 
lames F. Hartley came to S 
Anne's. During his 27 year 
pastorate the belfry was bui l t and 
Vestibule added. A church be 1 
was donated. Father Hartley was 
also responsible for the bui ld in 
of a church in Mar ion, wh ich was 
dedicated* in 1914. 

In 1920 the Rosary and A l t i r 
Society was founded by the the i 
assistant pastor, Father John Bal 
Now Monsignor Ball, he w i 
re tu rn f o r • t h e Mass c f 
T h a n k s g i v i n g . M a y 3 1 : Th 

Father Thomas Walsh was 
a p p o i n t e d t o succeed t h e 
deceased pastor], but he soon was 
fo l lowed oy Fatper Wi l l i am Casey 
in August, 1835. Father Casey, 
long remembered and loved for Society has given the church tl 
h iswork in the parish,.arrived at a large - 'a l tar, carpeting for t! 
most d i f f icul t peripd. In the "sanctuary., and vestments 
previous f ive years the parish had '" ' ••-•-•• ••••-•••- • • -
four xpastors;. vjvit'h . Father--Don
nelly's death, coming as a severe 
blow. .On top of thatfthe mood o f 
the times was ant i - immigrant and 
anti-Catholic, t h e parish needed" 
leadership and'; counsel:. 

FathetS.Casey b b u j h t T a n d w j th 
a smail-;HQU^ pri I t t f p r use as* â 
rectory. GoJistnictibi i 'ol 'a' .church 
began:;inf1859:. It ;WES in--.use, :b0t 
not comple ted by |l8.60f; I t cost 
$4,000. 

;|^lfnVra,'the ^Qufeen of-t£ie 

Sacred Heart League, the Con
fraternity of Christian Doctrine 
and Holy Name Society were 
formed. The last has provided tne-
church w i t h a • new roof, a 
vestment case, arid an altpr 
rail ing. '* 

Dur ing Wor ld War I I , 28;mcfn 
f rom St. Anne's Parish served^ in. 
the- A rmed Services. The finst 
dfrom Palmyra to die was a. St', 
Anne's parishioner, James-' R., 
Hickey,.. in whose honbr t h e ' 
American; Legion Post in Palmyfa 

CohGernedyabputjthe travel ing was formed" after the war. 

the heating and l ight ing of the 
' church and beauti f icat ion. of the 

cemetery. He died July 4, 1930. 
His successor, father William 

Doran, headed construction of c 
parish hall and the present vestry. 
Then in the winter of 1942 a. leak 
in the gas main caused an ex 
plosion and f ire. The church was 
•closed for eight months, during 
which .the new hall was used foi 
services. When Father Qorai 
reques ted d o n a t i o n s f o r t h 
church he was surprised t 
receive the ful,l amount. 

During Wor ld War M, 68 me| 
from St. Anne's went to war. On 

' was ki l led, Terence Crowley, w h 
i£ buried in St. Anh'e cemetery, 
gift f rom the congregation o 
$3,200 was d iv ided arnbng -the 
returning men. 

Palmyra 's c o u n c i l o f thej 
Kn igh ts o f C o l u m b u s wa 
organized in 1947. -

1959 sayv Father. . Dorar 
hospital ized for cancer of th< 
mouth. Dur ing his illness, Fathe 
John Healy, w h o was himself, no 
we l l , was appointed administrate 

. of the parish. He remained artef 
• Father ',Doran's recovery! and ' 
fu l f i l l ed many pastoral duties. H i ! 
was responsible -for - the cor 
struct ion of the parish, school an 
format ion bf the parish cdunci 
The schoolihas since been close 

Fisher Grad 
Include 

but the bui ld ing is used as the 
C h r i s t i a n Fo rma t i on Center , 
directed now by Sister-Mary Ann 
Raymond, 5SJ. . ; 

Father Healy d ied July 22,1972. 
of. a heart attack. Father Doran 
died at St. Arine's Home- in 
Rochester in August, 1973. 

• Since the days of Father Healy, 
the Redemptorist Fathers have 
assisted at 5t. Anne's Church. 
When St. Joseph^; the Redemp-
torist church and rectory in 
downtown Rochester burned, the 
parishioners helped them to 
replace their personal belongings. 

Following Father Healy, the 
present pastor. Father Wi l l iam 
Hickey, arrived in August, 1972. 
Father Geprge Wiant of] the 
Human Development tear i * in 
Wayne County, also lives i n ; St. 
Anne's rectbry. i 

Cinder Father H i ckey ' s 
leadership the church' bul le t in 
has' become weekly. UsheVs and 
lay readers part ic ipate in each 
service. A new choir and y^oung 
people's fo lk group have ,been 
organized., I 

The church's history. l ikened 
h im to Father 'Cisey jri his in
f luence 'and concern. His chief 
goal has been t o strengthen the 
communi ty l i fe qf thje people of 
his parish. 

*- . * .v 

distance; for-i^W^s^aiiiSh'idrjQts,.. 
Fa fJ iepCase^ : i j ^ Faf ler Hartley died in 
in . .Macedohr ;B#r r^ fey4c tp^ 23, 1920. Fatf" 

tpi^s was'̂ al ready -60-y«ais; 3d-,- Ontario, G | ^ r « i s : w ^ ; l ^ l ^ ^ | j r ^ y j i - Dvvyer succeeded -hi 
Sm ^i-^TOSperOliS center o f .; o f these^ .Sites'; ^ c e p t ^ ^ h ^ i m Q ; j ^ n d - undertook modernizat ion 

-'.•'•"-*'•: 

• t he first iwomen to spend' toi 
years in.undergraduate study 
St, John Fisher College receive! 
their degrees -Sunday- afternoor 
There were, 44 of them, in a clas-
numbering' 318. ., 

T h e ' commencement addre|s 
was delivered by Dr. M . Richar 
fjose, who became president | f 
A l f r ed y.niversttv last year after 

omen 
tour w i th the C>efense Depart
m e n t as d e p u t y ass is tant 

-secretary -for ed i ca t i on . 

I The baccalaureate jMass was 
celebrated Sat'urc ay afternoon by 
Father Charles J 
p res iden t , w i t H Fat 
Hempe l o%t ^ 4 c ^ e t 

horr i i Irst. 

Lavery, Fisher 
her. John 

Ha l l as 

' • • . ' - ) 


