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The 
Church 1975 

^Anffreip Greeley J 
Msgr. George Jiiggms, I gather, 

is angryl at me because of my 
crit icism; of the bicentennial 
p r o g r a m of t h e Amer ican-
bishops. !Msgr. Higgins is one of 
the heroes o f my youth arid has 
had more inf luence on my 
thinking'through the years, than 
almost anyone I know. The 
decisions I made about social 
sc ience t r a i n i n g , abou t 
profess i anal c o m p e t e n c e and 
about journalism were all heavily 

i n f l uenced by his example and 
advice. | 

, To make matters worse, his 
recent attack on me was, I th ink, 
both vicious and dishonest. " 

He takes me to task for riot 
,telling my readers about the big 
tt irn-arourid in the bicentennial 
program |which occurred at the 
"hearings' ' in San Antonio. Why, 
he demands, have I been crit ical 
even'after those hearings? 

In fact, \ have said nothing at 
a l l a b o u t t h e San. A n t o n i o 

1 hearings and could not have done 
so before Msgr. Higgins' co lumn, 
'which Was • wr i t ten only a few 
(days after the meeting. 

!l wou ld assume that under the 
as tu te [ cha i rmansh ip of Ar­
chbishop Peter Gerety the San 
Antonio j hearings were ski l l ful ly 

iand intel l igent ly run. As a man 
wljio sp.^nt a good, deal 'of his 
priestly ininistry in an inner city 

. parish, Gerety is hardly the k ind 
> I of i person to take k indly to the 
/.'suggestion f rom one of the 
i au thors "of t he b i c e n t e n n i a l 
. program that there is something 
! unchristian about large churches 
and schools in the inner ci ty. 

But why d idn ' t .Msgr . Higgins 
•• givfe trie a chance to say 

something pro or con before 
I accusing me of being crit ical of 
'J those meetings? 

~~*~"~ To make matters worse, he 
strongly! hints that I should have 
been at|the. San. Anton io meeting 

| sharing my insights and skills w i th 
. the others who were there. This is 
| just plain unfair. Msgr. Higgins 
l/Tknows ful l wel l why I wasn't 

there: I wasn't invi ted. This does 
not upset me. The commit tee can 
invite whomever i t wants. But to 
f ind yourself cr i t ic ized for not 
par t ic ipat ing" in something to 
which you were not asked is, to 
know, wha t Al ice fel t l ike in 
Wonderlanc. 

Msgr. Higgins also knows that I 
have spent many hours in - in-

' fo rma l discussion w i th some of 
t h e b i c e n t e n n i a l pe rsonne l 
( including one "foggy .landing at 
an airpbrt after sik aborted at­
tempts |to get the .p lane on the 
ground). I have no way of 
knowing whether these con­
versations were of any help, but it 
is unfair to [suggest that 1 was 
s u l k i n g f ind re fus ing to 
cooperate. | -. 

The mortsignor is prepared to 
admit that i ' the bicentennial got 
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off to 
asserts 
and 

a "troubled start, byt now 
thatl it is on the r ight Track 

anu 'blames. ' me for not 
moderat ing my crit icisms of the 
ini t ial weaknesses. This comment 
strikes. me as being singularly 
graceless. I don' t know whether 
my critticism of the " l iberty and 
justicel - for; a l l " mess had any.. 
irnpacjt o n m o d i f y i n g t h e 
direct ion of the bicentennial. But 
I Wets the| Oftly one in the Catholic 
liberal.Gamp that even cri t icized 
it in ' Ipi ibl ic. Msgr, Higgins 
remained qui te Silent. Then he 
comes afbh.g after the' Changes 
are m a i e ] and blames [me for 
being.crjifica.1 -^ arid s h h l f r •>' ; 
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shrill in Msgr. Higgins' book when, 
he attacked Israel. • '• ' 

For all the improvement in the 
b i cen tenn ia l p rog ram under^ 
Bishop Gerety I stil l \ see no . 
ev idence t h a t p ro fess iona l l y ' 
c o m p e t e n t exper ts ( l i ke Pat 
Moynihan)- have been invited to 
participate. Robert Coles was ' 

\ i nv i ted to San An ton io at the last 
.minute and couldn' t come. That's ' 

. the way" we do things in the 
Church: we try to get! important 
people at the last minute. 

( MsgK. Higgins is secretary for " 
• research of the USCC. I must in 

all honesty ask h im whether the 
half-baked!documents purport ing 
to be research efforts -^ the 
bicentennial ' guide,- t he . poverty 
booklet, the synodal statement — 
which have cbme f rom the USCC-
NCCB in the last year and a half 
— would be acceptable by any 
trade ,union in the country? • 

.. Would any union wor th its salt be 
so r e l uc tan t to ca l l in 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y c o m p e t e n t 
consultants? Do these documents 
represent the professional skills 
for which he, has always stood? 
Obviously he1 was not personally 
responsible for- any of them. 

But if being secretary, for 
research means any th i ng ] i t 
should mean that you blow the 
whistle when bad research begins 
to appear on your agency- let­
terhead. I. must also ask whether 
he has l i f ted a finger to see that 
the bungling amateurism of the 
bicentennial guide ihas been 
supplemented by any sound 
research d o c u m e n t s , on the 
subjects t o p e discussed. 

He demands that 1 repudiate 
the support of my crit ique of the 
bicentennial; program -from the 
''Wanderer,"5 the "Sunday Visi tor" 
and Archbishop Dwyer. 

For two decades Msgr. Higgins 
has taken stands on trade union 
matters that are identical w i th 
stands taken by socialists and 
Communists (and are in most 
cases stands I support). I cannot 
recall h imTee l i ng the need to 
repudiate support for such stands 
f rom far-left types. Indeed I am 
sure he would have' said that 
those who accused h im of taking 
the same stand as- the Com­
munists were Lrjidulging in guilt by 
association. 

Or, to call it! by its right name, 
McCarthyism. 

Now I f ind 
McCarthyism 
me. 

That makes 

that he practices 
in reverse against 

me very sad. 
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CDA Honors Deceased at Special Mass 
Watkins Glen — The Past 

Regents' Club o f . the .Catholic 
"Daughters of America of the~ 
Diocese of-Rochester observed a 
Memor ia l Mass ifor the decesased 

, CDA ..members at St. Mary's 
Chyrch here on Saturday, Apr i l 
25. Mrs. Charles Ward o f Court 

, Lourdes 628 of Watkins Glen was 
chairman for the day. 

Fallowing :Mass, a luncheon 
was served a t t h e Glen Motor. Inn 
wi th lattorney 'jack Callanan as 

-Jtie guest speaker on the^topic of 
" R e l i g i o u s I n f l u e n c e in O u r 
Lives.?.'. • • • ' - - . 

, The Rochester Past Regents 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Wi l l iam F_. Crosby of Court Our 
Lady o f the Cenacle 1139, w i l l 
host the annual meeting on Sept. 
'27, 1975 at a location to bk an­
nounced. ' 

Special guest :and past regent 
of Court Nat iv i ty of Our Lady 931 

. ot Br.ockport, now state regent of 

t h e C a t h o l i c Daugh te rs o f 
America, Mrsv Mary Donahue, 
welcomed al l . ! 

FURNITURE 

The Catholic Commit tee on 
Scouting is asking for hardwood 
furni ture, preferably maple, t o 

of f ice at 
Persons 
urniture 
.all- the 

••J\ 

furnishj th 'e chaplain's 
Camp ' • 'Massawepie. 
wishing to donate such 
have been asked to 
Catholic Corn/nittee at 254-0438 

• Dan] Iferr igan ; o n l y ; - bfecame;
; nephews. 

Mp F. Winterkorn 
The Mass of Christian Burial for I 

Edmund F. W i n t e r k o r n . was \ 
celebrated last" evening of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church. 
His son^ Father Robert J. Win ­
terkorn, past<j>r o f St. John the 
Evangelist in] Spencerport, was. 
principal celebrant. 

Mr. Winterkorn, of Avenue D, 
died Apri l 26!, 1975. 

He re t i red in 1%5 f r o m 
Rochester Products, where he had 
been a general foreman in various 
departments. At the t ime of his 
retirement it was sa id iha t he'had 
worked in Rochester plants of 
Genera l M o t o r s longer t h a n • 
anyone else —. more than 45 
years,, He started -in- 19"|9 at 
Nor theas t E lec t r ic Compa.ny, 
which became Delco Appliance 
Div is ion . ' - -

. JVtr. Winterkorn was a member 
of the OLPH Holy Name Society, 
t h e St. George .Benevo len t 
Society of St. Andrew's parish, 
Commandery 40, Knights of St- • 
John, the Nocturnal Adoration 
Society, Daily Mass League and 
Men's Retreat league. . 

, Survivors inc lude his. w idow, -
Marion. Staub W'ioterkprn; 
another son, . Edward F.; . three " 
daughters, Mrs. John ;J- (Carolanrr) ~~ 
Leonard of Scottsvil le, Mrs.. H. 
Joseph (Mari lyn)"Weber and.Miss 

<!?I3..' grand-.. 
:ni#ee3; and ' . 

Winterkorn 
"chi ldren and several 

For employed people hot covered by a 
retirement plan. >•• 
If you're not covered by a retirement plan 
at work, you may be worried about what's 
going to happen when you retire. And with 
gocd reason. With today's high taxes and 
cost of living, it probably seems impossible 
to accumulate enough money to provide for 
a comfortable life when your earned income 
ceases: Well, the new Individual Retirement 
Account will help you have a very comfort­
able life indeed. 

No faster-growing account at any bank. 
Community guarantees to pay the highest 
bank interest available on your Individual 
Retirement Account. Not only this year, but 

1 every year until you retire. For. example, 
s h o u l d y o u s a v e $ 1 5 0 0 a y e a r for 3 5 y e a r s , 

you'd retire with -a /tidy $290,640.* We pay 
more because we're a savings bank. And, as 
a savings bank, $ e pay higher interest 
not just on the Individual Retirement Account 
but on all our accounts. 

D e p o s i t $ 1 5 0 0 year ly o r as l i t t le as $ 1 0 0 . 

Large or small deposit, long or short term, 
the choice is yours.' Under the Employees 
Pension Reform Act of 1974, you can set 
aside up to 15% of your annual income or a. 
maximum of $1500 a year in yourlndividual 
Retirement Account. Of course, you may 
deposit less mbriey for a shorter period of 
time. But, whatever you deposit, your . 
money.will growito an impressive amount. 

You save money on income, tax now. 
While you're saving for retirement, you're 
saving money right now on your.income tax. 
Every penny you deposit in your Individual 

If you 
invest $1500 

a year for 

35 years • 
25 years 
15 years. ! 

You'll 
have on 
deposit 

$52;500 
$37,500 
$22,500 

You'll 
receive 

$290,640 
$121,674' 
$ 44,657 

Retirement Account is tax-deductible—and 
you don't even have to pay taxes on the 
interest earned until you retire! 

Who is eligible?. 
Basically, anyone not covered by a retire­
ment plan, either at work or privately. 
The Individual Retirement Account is one of 
tlyo retirement accounts Community offers." 
The other is called the Shelter Retirement 
Account. This accourjt is primarily for 
self-employed persons. 

Open an Individual Retirement 
Account soon. 
To find out more about the Individual 
Retirement Account, visit any Community 
office. One of our retirement-account 
specialists will ibe happy to answer .any 
question you Have and, of course, every­
thing is strictly confidential. If you prefer 
to start saying immediately, fill . J. 
out the coupon below. 

'Based on highest anriual interest and yields now available 

Savings Bank 
Majn & Clinton, Mtdtown .Plaza, 
100 West Ave.. 424 Ridge Rd. Wist. 1 

, Exchanse & jBroad, 
. Long Ridge Mall, 

300 Waring Rd., Irondequoii Plazja, 2000 Monroe Ave., 
Panorama Plaza. 'Pinsford (S. Ma in & Church ) . 

$ar 

•--at 

Individual Retirement Account Specialist j, . 
C o m m u n i t y Sav ings :Bank,-Ma.in,& Cl in ton , R o c h e s t e r , N .Y. 14604 

' M.-mtvr K131C 
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• Please send.me/niore'information about your new Individual Retirement Account. 
. * ' .- / " - '" ,..-.' . a 

Name L^ . : LA 1_ : : '. 

Address 

City .'. State Zip 

Signature Phone- •BJV;-* 

M L 

file:///invited

