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Washington — An off ic ial of 
the U.S . Catholic Conference, 
responding to cr i t ic ism o f the 
Cathol ic Bishops' bicentennial 
p r o g r a m , said t h e " h e a r i n g " 
process employed fn the program 
haS\"proyed its usefulness beyond 
any reasonable doubt . " 

The evaluat ion, made by Msgr. 
George G. B i g g i n s , U-SCC 
Secretary f o r Research, was 
directed^ to crit icisms rnade by 
Father A n d r e w Gree ley o f 
Chicago.', ' ' 

A s u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e 

B i shops ' C o m m i t t e e fo r t h e 
Bicentennial, is sponsoring a 
series o f six hearingsV across the 
country on the theme o f "Liberty 
and justice -for A i l . " \ T h e .first 
hearing was in Washington, D.C., 
in February and the secorid in San 
Antonio, early this mon th , w i th 
others- planned for St.., Paul) 
At lanta, Sacramento and Newark. 
They are intended to provide 
input for a National Conference 
on Justice in Detroit in October,. 
1976. 
• i 

Father. Greeley attacked the 
hearing process and a study guide, 

Church 

Andrew Greeley J 
When it comes to idea^, the 

leadersh ip ar fd b u r e a u c r a t i c 
administration of the .American 
Church shows an extraordinary 
predi lect ion for the- third-rate, 
the shoddy, the amateqrish, the 
derivative: The report of the 

sNCCB t o the synod of bishops, i n ; 
Rome, t h e ' bicentennial 
d iscuss ion g u i d e , t h e b o o k , 
" P o v e r t y in A m e r i c a n ( 

Democracy," wh i ch purports to 
discuss the economies of: poverty 
in the Uni ted States, and " A 
Q u e s t i o n ' of Values" are all 
publications of the USGC-NCCB 
staff. A l l purport t o speak in the 
name of the American Church, all 
are paid- for by the ordinary 
C a t h o l i c l a i t y , and a l l are 
v i g o r o u s exerc ise 's - in n o n -
excellence. '. 

We woulrj not turn over the 
church architecture t o someone 
who went to a library, and looked 
it up in a few books', we wou ld 
not hire as' legal counsel a man 
who had 'spent one year in law 
school, we., wou ld not entrust 
boiler repairs t o someone who 
once t o o k a course in 
engineering, and we would not 

s^sme l a m e n t a b l e ex-
seek investment advice 

are 

( w i t h 
ceptions 
f rom a press agent or a pious nun 
who felt 
Motors. 

strongly about General 

perf4 
-agents, 
directors 

Es(it wrjen it comes t o ideas we 
ct ly content w i th press 

Enthusiasts, "educat ional 
and sincere amateurs 

whcj have read a book, 'taken a 
course, spent a year in Latin 
America or may^some day f in ish 
a dissertation. 

-There was a. t ime 'when ft-w, 
argued that only excellence w a i 

• worthy M the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Now it seems txTbe just the 
oppositei: excellence is a threat t o 
the Church,, and we avoid it" as 
though i t were-infect ious. 

And we want nothing, to do 
w i th those of our own who 
display excellence. Take the case 
of Daniel P. Moyn ihan , one of the 

. most br i l l iant and creative men in 
the A m e r i c a n r e p u b l i c . The 
Commission on Critical Choices 
could af ford, to f l y h i m . home 
f rom Inj i ia, but t he ' commit tee 
which pj-epared fo r . the Catholic 
b i c e n t e p n i a l was a p p a r e n t l y 
unaware of his existence, When 

•you have the experts- f rom the 
Center tor Concern,-who. .needs 
Moynihan? ' His, recent foreign 
po l i cy paper in "Commentary" 

-.-'magazinje' received just , about 
universal acclaim.1—save for t h e ' 
ha rd l i ne "Third Worlders" in the 
Jesuit mjagazine,. "Amer ica" who 
thought } i-t was •••' " o v e r -
simpl£ffey""-^aS-thpugh there has; 
been ' ' nuance;^ qual i f icat ion, or 
sHf-doubt in "''AmeRea'' since it. 

. sold ou4. jp the socialist ehic.of ' 

liberation theology. 

. I asked Moynihan recently if 
ever in his career he had been 
asked by the Catholic Church to 
do anything save t h r o w in a 
Sunday col lect ion e n v e l o p ^ His 
answer: not once". 

We had a hint of an ex-
• planation in a "comment f rom 

Prof. David O'Brien, whose long 
list of scholarly' contr ibutions 
ent i t led h im to wr i te the first 
sec t ion o f t h e 1 b i c e n t e n n i a l 

.-.discussion, guide. How much, he 
demanded, havei the "Public 
Interest"—"Commentary" crowd 
(which includesMbynihan) done 

' for the poor? ©hel'could^point to 
the remission, of the rupee'debt 
t o India and the f ight for ,a > 
guaran teed annua l " w a g e , of 
course, but that wou ld not be to 
the point : O'Brien's argument is 
ithat v i r tue is what counts, not 
{intelligence. So the bishops bring 
•>in virtuous non-enti t ies-to wr i te 
papers that are to be;discussed in 

• every parish in America and 
ignore.Moynihan. > 

Or take the case of a less 
famous man, my colleague Kevin 
Ryan.. In his own discipl ine, Ryan 
is known as ope of the- best 
teacher-trainers in America, and , 

" m o r e recently, one of the . two or 
three outstanding experts on 
moral educat ion. He wanders all 
over the land lecturing on the 
subject—but never to Catholic 
audiences. As far as Catholic 
education is concerned, Ryan 
'doesn ' t exist . W e l l , he d i d 
manage to get on his parish 

. school board. 

The list could go on . Off ic ia l 
C a t h o l i c i s m is de l i be ra te l y 
turning its back on its own best . 
minds. 

There are % number of reasons. 
Administrators. ,ahd\ bureaucrats 
are'threatened by smart peoples 
since by and large they are men 
o f . ve ry -modest i n t e l l i g e n c e 
t h e m s e l v e s ; They p re fe r t h e 
virtuous t o tjhe intell igent. They. . 
"will pay for excellence in; pr int ing 
publ icat ions'are superb in those 
respects), but they-don' t vyant to 
have to cope w i t h p e o p l e who 
know more than they do . Fur
thermore; clerical envy is more 
powerful , I th ink, than most kinds 
o f envy. You not only fear your 
own who make it, y q u ' resent 
them. The '•• third-rate virtuous 
amateur is riot worth resenting,. 

i 
A^ priest-scholar or expert is 

preferable j o a lay person. \ 
Pleasure a t being asked t o rnake a 
contr ibut ion to the Church, 
flattery at the attention of the -
nierarchs, - respect for Church 
leadership, the norms of clerical 
cul ture andi the sanctions of 
clerical envy] wh ich demand that 

-you sink, to jthfe lowest common 
denominator!—all these tend to 
keep most priests in line The 
bureaucratshaye no such control 
over the laity). Better hot take any 
chances w i th them. The last th ing 
in the world., fhe Church needs 

• jusl now is sojmeone who' not only 
. knows that h^ is; ta lk ing/about bu t 
wi l l say what he knows. . 

Such people wi l l 'hurt the 
feelings of the admfnistratbis and 
the pious arrjateurs who do the i r 
thinking: for t h e m : . ' \ 

[Besides,.'. isn ' t t h e book a 
fabulous des gn job? .... 

issued, under the auspices o f the L 

subcommittee in a lengthy-article 
in the Feb;. 7 issue of the Nat ional • 
Catholic Reporter. 

Msgr. Higgins said there was 
v a l i d i t y , t o Father Gree ley 's 

• criticisms of the program "bu t 
only up- to a po int . " 

" I 'agree," Msgr. Higgins said, • 
" that 'some of the contributors t o " 
the'subcommit tee's study^ guide • 
artd some of the participants in 
the "Washington hearing, for- fear 
of indulging in fan orgy of 
p a t r i o t i c s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n ' 
tended to 'veer dangerously close 
to an orgy of sel f - f lagel lat ion. ' " 

"1 hasten to add," Msgr. 
Higgins continued., "that Father 
Greeley, who -has subsequently 
repeated his'cr i t ic ism . . . in his 

. syndicated column "and in other 
forums, is now beginning to 
indulge in 'polemical' over-kill. 
The tone of his "crit icism has 
become increasingly shril l and 

' abusive and, worse than that, 
extremely intolerant "of other 
l e g i t i m a t e po in t s o f " v i e w . 
Moreover he is v io lat ing his. own 

. commendably high professional 
standards .as asocial scientist (by) 
making appdic t ica l . statements 
about a process, wh i ch , he has 
never personally examined and, 
so far as I can te l l , knows about-
only on the basis of second or , 
third hand in format ion." -• ; 

Msgr. Higgins, who, served on •• 
the panel for the San Antonio , 
hearings, said the new social 
a c t i o n - types, , w h o m Father 
Greeley, calls "romantics," were , 
not. i n charge, and added: 

"The San • Anton io hearings ; 
were one of the best sets. of 
meetings I- have a t tended. in 
recent years.' I learned 'a great 
deal that 1 never knew before by 
listening for three solid days (and 
nights> to a fa i r ly representative 
cross section of scholars, social 
activists, and. rank and f i le 
citizens. * 

"1 wish Father Greeley could 
have been w i th us in San An
tonio," Msgr. Higgins wrote. 
"Whi le he undoubtedly knows a 
lot about condit ions in the 
Southwest; I dare say that.. . . h e 
would, have.benefi t ted f rom the- • 
experience and, l ike the rest of us 
on the panel would" have learned 
certain things that c a n n o t . b e 
learned f rom books or even f rom 
publ ic opinion surveys." 

Msgr: Higgins said the San- -
Anton io hearings also invalidated; 
Father .Greeley's allegation that 

. the subcommittee is | not in
terested' in hearing f rom the. 
e thn i c groups i-a A m e r i c a n . , 
society. "Ar t i cu la te ' spokesmen 
for several ethnic groups made 
v e r f effective presentations to 
the panel," he said. 

Father Greeley "4>wes i t t o the 
subcornrnitt.ee and- t o his own. 
extensive'reading audience to be 
as objective-in his assessment of 
the process as he rightly expeqts 
the rest of the' Cathol ic com
muni ty t o be in, its'assessrQent of 
his own professional work. :ls a-
•r espected social scjerit.ig^/Snd one 
of the nation's, m o s t =,prolifi|j 
authors,"'"Msgr'! HigglhS.saicf,'-• / 

HOW T O USE 
TAX REBATES 

The h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
commit tee of Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish has had an idea for 
spending those ' expected ,. tax 
rebates f rom the Internal 
Revenue Service They have 
suggested that 10 per 'cent ,'or 
morecof this money be given [ to 
help the "real poor" of the nation 
The c o m m i t t e e has ' re 'com- , 
mended that t he money' be sjent K\ 
to the 'Campaign fo r ' Hurhan 
Development or to Catholic 
Chanties w i th speci f ic 
designation for emergency food 
or prescription drug needs 
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Unique -Cereriiony 
'i/A.&Jb***. v*- •**•** 

Vatican City) — A'bride kisses Popej Paul's hand after he per
sonally performed the marriages for 13 couples in a unique 

c e r e m o n y i n St. Pe td r ' s Bas i l i ca . (RNS) I 

Htcfo 
! Home Heating Inc 
1.271-7414-1 271-4650 

, ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 
I DEWEY AVE. 

PHARMACY 
Prescription Specialists 

< COSMETICS - TOILETRIES :• 
i hPHOTO FINISHING • 

ai.B Otwty A m w WS-2211 
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CLASSIFIED 
AD SALES 

Part-t me telephone salesperson needed. 
Can tie done from your own home. Selling 
experience desirable. Must be self-starter. 

Salary pi us commission. 
FOR INTERVIEW CALL 

Ms. Bonnie Bishop 

454-7050 
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I Replace Worn out, Old Wood Drafty, | = 
| Ha rd to Work, Hard to Paint, House Win- | J 
I daws with i is 
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Insulated Replacement Windows! 

i Tilts in lor 
Safe Easy Gleaning 

Imagine the ease, con-
>ve'nien'ee ,and, safety ' of 

washing your windows from7 

thel inside. Simply depress 
the catches, on-each sash 
and -tilt', the Window. Sash 
cannot tilt in accidentally. All 

lerlockirig sasr and security latch. Self-stonng screens 
availablei fulior half. Decorative grids shown above are op-

LOCKS WEATHER OUT-LOCKS COMFORT IN 

) 

STHERMAU-BARRIER IS LIKE TWO WIN 
SDOWS IN ONE HEAVY ALUMINUM 
SFRAME •% THE OUTSIDE, RIGID WHITE 
SVINyL FRAME ON THE INSIDE IN 
5TERL0CKED TOGETHER. FOR GREATER 
sSTRENGtH PLUS COMPLETE IN 
•SUtATION AGAINST WEATHER CON 
SDITIONS^THERMAL - BARRIER IN 
•TERLOCKED FRAMES COMBINED WITH 
llNSULATION GLASS GIVE YOU THE 
•ONLY TOTAL INSULATED REPLACE
MENT WINDOW ON THE MARKET 

• "* WINDOW 
DIVISION 

% 

\ 

INSTALLED BY FACTORY TRAINED EX S 
PERTS NO MESS, NO FUSS, TERMS T O S 
FIT [YOUR BUDGET SEE THEM O N S 
DISPLAY IN OUR-SHOWROOM OR C A L L S 
FOR'FREE HOME DEMONSTRATE ^ 

i 5£j 

3 9 Je f fe rson R d . = 

at Ballantyne Bridge = 
' "Serving The Rochester Area 3 | 

For Over A Quarter Century" S 

LET THE PROFESSIONALS DO IT " ~ ' 
THERE'S NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE 

(716)235-0600 
i out of town calf collect 
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