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The term “Magisterium of the

Church” and the saying “a

'teachable moment” are two

current expressions made popular
itoday’s Charch through:
frequent usage. Briefly, dogmatic
theology lhas defined. the
magisteriym as” the Churcl‘y
Teaching. | This' is- commonly.
understood. as the authoritative -
respons;bllrty of the college of
Bishops to;proclaim, defend and_
preserve the Faith as embodied in”
- the person of Jesus Christ, the’
Faeliers self-communication and
self evelatlon :
The lesslcommonly unclerstood
aspect\of the 'magisterium is. the
Bellevrr\\e g Church’s responsubrlrty
The Belleving Church is made up
of the\ .believing Christian
Community. . Although the
Believing | Church Jlearns  and
accepts the . .teaching,
magisteritj ‘nonetheless,; the
Believing | Church, the Christian
Faith commi mty‘ can and must
be consulted by the magrstenum

. Doctrine can ‘Qt be formulated
_ apart from the living: fatth of the

believing Church

Religidus educators have

cpined the saying \"a teachable

eetmg, a' T eachable

oment’

v,

NCD Analys]s ‘. S ... . _any catechetical | directory. The fation of fesPeCf‘VG dOCf”neS

A critique of the ninth and fmal chapter of the Natlonal be taken to insure that the basic There were manr many other B
Catechetical Directory will appear in next week’s Courier- “tdachings are authentic in Salient ‘and ’‘highly
journal. The previous eight chapters have been analyzed by doctrine and contémporary -in

dmt:esan officialsina: senes of artlcles

doctrmal statement is essentlal to  person is ready for the presen-

" Bishops stated that care should

significafit -
points included in the Bishops’ -

miethod. Howevel, they|expressed * approximately’ 20-page . written
. sdrious reservatibns dbout the report that cannot be recorded

moment” to emphasize the fact
that there are many opportune
moments within. a person’s ex-
- periénce'which provide powerfuf,
- on“thesspot lesson “plans. Faith
hds much to say to the cir-
cumstances of daily life. The
death of a pet provokes profound
. questions from ~children. The'
parish that shares in the
preparation ‘of - a deacon’s or-.
dination to priesthood learns’
much about the meaning of
prlesthoocl {

The Néew York State Regron lI
-bishopis meeting on the National
Catechetical Directory (NCD) wadt
the gccasion of a happy marnage
between magisterium and
religious  education. The
teachable moment was the warm, -
cordial, receptive ; but: honest
interaction and didlogue which
-took place between the Church
Teaching, our bishops, and the
Believing . Church, the faithful
Christian commum’ty L

The memorv that will *last
beyond the event for many of the
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On Oct} 3, 1973.Dr. Kenneth, C.
Edelin,ablack physician who was

then the|chief resident in Ob. -
Gyn. /at |Boston  City Hospital,

young black woman. It was legal.
The woman had réquested it. Yet
the doctdr was later charged in
Jaw and [brought to, trial..

A jury| feund hrm guilty: of
manslaughter. What happened?

The yoling woman had entered
the Obstetrical Department- of :
the hospjtal in late September
1973 for the purposes of abortion. -

" She agreed to participate first in a
study mvhlvmg amneosentesis (a
 technique which taps the fluid in’

. the ammotlc sac). Subsequently,
' arrangements were made -fot a

salinel infusion abortion. it was
_scheduled for Oct. 2 and was.
“to’ take place in- the. hospital’s.
three-bed Saline Unit which had
been sét Up by Dr. ‘Edelin, which
he and Dr. James, Penza dxrected

- Dr. Edelin exammed, the
-woman. | He estimated the
. gestatlon?l agé to be 22 weeks,
- but he diel not write this notation
in the-record. Cohtrary to hospital
- procedure he wrote nothing at all
about the gestation in the pre-
operative report A médical
student ajd an.Ob. Gyn. residerit,
Dr. Ennque eminéz-jaimeno, °
fexarrinedthe woman. Both neted
the gest tion tQ be 24: weeks. -

0

3 Dr thR

_ i certified Ob.Gyn., also examined:

’her - and, though - his .

tmeasurements| ‘indicated a'i.tuo fingers over the cardiac‘area-

i { gestational age of 26 to 27 weeks,
she cunously noted- an: estimate of

" 20- weeks when he testlfled later
" for the efence

Buts thé. Salme lnfusnon at—

successful. Normally during this .
procedute a large No~ 18 gauge
needle is inserted _through -the -
..abdominal-wall directly into the -
sac containing the amniotic fluid
which . surrounds. protects and "

" nourishes the baby; A measured

amount of the flund is thhdrawn
and is éhen replaced& d
same -

~- . '

g the baby.

tltrop, a board~ .

However when the synnge

attached to the inserted needle .

withdraws blood “and not  am-
mptrc fluid, the doctor has what

referred to as a_'bloody tap.” He
w:h not then attempt to infuse
the saline; solution for fear of

* introducing it into the maternal

circulatory system Saline within
the mother carries the likelihood
of serious damage to her central
nervous system, blood and/or

brain. It could kill her. On Oct. 2,

Dr. Edelin repeatedly drew-

bloody taps

Correctly suspectmg an an-
terior placenta, he>inserted the

\ needle at other points’, of the

'abdomen, “again resultmg in
loody taps The following

the.saline approach and he too -
failed. Because of the.bl
taps, -neither physncnan ;g ised
salme .

i The approach was abandoned
in favar of. a hysterotomy for the
purposes of abortion. And the

- Edelin. surgical team was thus -
prepared; If the intention of the.

surgery had been hysterotomy for.
the purposés of cesarean section

and the bitth of a live baby, the .

team would -have included a
dediatrician A )

i \

Dr. hdelm\ performed the
surgery in- Kee;pmg with a
rocedure  for | -hysterotomy

- abortion .as described within the

pages of the \medical text

Operative Obstetrics by Douglas

& Strome . . . ,the surgeon R

dpens the abdomen, 2) incises the
utérus, 3) separates the entire

: gestatlonal sac and 4) removes

“the entire sac intact. However
-when Dr. Edelin ‘went in’ -he
caused the membranes of the sac
to rupture; thus' allowing' air to.~
pen€etrate the -area. surroundmg

sl

Durmg thls time, he seemed to

" ‘hesitate’ for three to five minutes -

trying, he said’ later torget agood'
“two-finger’ grlp on. the baby’s
: hea o : .

When he fmal ly. Ilfted the ba e*l

from the sac he may have plac

- to.determine whethet the mfant

 was-dead; he then ‘passed it.on to’

the basin'. The- lifting: procedure

o took ‘a couple of seconds’ and he-
£ returned his attentlon to the. -

. h
templs to -abort -were.- un-- - mother.

Neglectmg “torwit
medrate post-oper
i$ required by
‘Dr. Edelin d (
some 10-weeks: fat

- recommegdatrons They

_morning, Dr. 'Penza “attempted

L __graduate. of - Harvard' G

the gestatlonal ‘age: at 20 weeks

partxcxpants was the expenence “ language used inl the fext. They Within the scope of this article.
that neither bishops, thedlogians, ~ suggested that it|be_reworded to ‘The overriding memory of the’, ,
pnests Pparents or educators are .réflect more meaningful terms four day meéting is that we had ~ .
in a position to’ giveé clear - and in a more sujtable style. The the sensé of-the Spirit working
_practical directives: to- all the - Bishops also pointed out that the: through the collected wisdom of
newly emerging questions. ofrganic whole of the conterit of the assembly of BlShOPS and
A memiory thatwill last beyond the Roman Catholic faith should .defegates. The consuitation
the event was the "overt be resFected but| that references , process, local, statewide and .
wr”mgness to cooperate and., be included relatlve to the stages natlonal has reafflrmed the Vall.le
search together for some answers. - ‘Of developmen. at which a of colleglahty

Letters '*

pposmon to the. the electorate Please recogn:ze
ent that would the impoftance of your brief,

The careful listening, the
nuanced explanations, and the
thoughtful deliberations which-
took place. throughout the four-
day meeting ‘often lappeared in- Whlle leadmg
‘the bishop’s final written report  Bartlett Amend
submitted to the National have denied use {}federal funds  cogent, polite, frequent letters on-
Confererice of Cathglic Bishops’ . for abortions injafiPublic Health ~ behalf of the unborn and the just
Executive Committee and the Service authcrzatlon- bif, use of tax monies.

Directory .Comniittee.. The Senator Edward iKennedy -suir-
bishops' and. ‘the faithful were in faced as one Dfl the political Write Senators Bucldey, Dewey
accord on may areas of\concern.  forces who mairitajri abortion on Bartlett, and john- Pastore en-

All thosg, interested in Yeligioys ~ demand paid for jwith: our tax couraging their efforts to pratect |
education ‘will be delighted -to . dollars. _ b - the-unborn and to prevent use of |
know that the bishops requested N R PR tax monies for abortion. - . -,
a more concise docu\ment “He also joins: the ranks of .

Further, they requested \that _sides of their mouths on this  from Sen. Buckley a copy of the
unc'ear techn cal and obfuse COIT[TOVCI'SIGl va UQ"Q -human-life U.S. Senate Congressronal ‘Record
theologlcal language be excised issue- To say ’Persona,l/lv I am of the Kennedy-Buckley-Bartlett
from the textg Emphasis was  against abortion — but” and o debate over the above amend-
placed on the quality -of the Proceed with acts that encourage ment.

document. Practically speaking, “abortion on demand is sophistry

this-means that the established, Calculated to win pro-ife votes . Let Sen. Kennedy know your
time line for the publication date " and women’s lib endorsement. objections to' his positior. us.
be re-evaluated ar\d that a_delay Senate, Washington, D.C."20510.

be encouraged.

" This is a trend among some
< The bishops, -acknowledging political aspirants and the elected —Compiled by Jean Sweeney

that revelation was the subject of ~ Which can only be reversed by .
the Iongest%aqd most detailed gorersrsrsss 2S00 000s 000008 ; Tome 1"
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formulated a- series of strong, ESK A
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requested that the NCD com-
mittee engpge a group of
theologians to submit studies
dealing with | the concepts of
biblical and ;ogw-go’ing revelation,
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* concept which warranted serious
consideration in their estimation.
. Chapter Five in the proposed
NCD deals’ with the principal
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