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Old Friends 
J ! Photo by Susan McKinney 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was in Rochester for a speaking 
engagement!last Friday. While here he visited Father Joseph 

, Reinhart, left, and Jack' Ritzehthaler, right. ffi 
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Fr-T 
Albert Sharnon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) j n . 14: 1-
12. (RD'Actsfc: 1-7. (R2) 1 Pt. 2: 4-

• 9- o 
The First Letter of Peter 'has 

been the Second Reading for the 
Sunday Liturgy of t h e Word all 
through the taster Season. It was 
given this place of honor, no 
^doubt, because Peter's letter "is 
f r e i g h t e d f w i t h bap t i sma l 
references. jOr iginal ly perhaps 
Sunday's passage was an i n 
s t r u c t i o n for; bap t i sma l can 
didates. It explains the kind of 
communi ty (into which they are 
being admit ted. 

i 

The Churfch is a temple (the 
place of God's presericejjriade up • 
o f l ivihgstorjes (namely,~rtien and 
women)". Thesfe men and women, 
like the people of the o ld 
testament (Ex. 19>&), are "a 
chosen racej a royal priesthood, a 
holy nat ion. ' ' St. Peter stresses the 
p r ies t l y ^cha rac te r o f God's 
people. | ' ., 

Be fo re ! V a t i c a n II ' the 
priesthood of the laity was almost 
forgot ten; ajfter Vatican II it was 
rediscovered and the ministerial 
priesthood was almost forgotten. 

' Vatijcan II in 'its. Constitution on 
the Church stout ly reaffirmed 
that the dist inct ion between the., 
lay priesthood and the ministerial 
priesthood of. the hierarchy, is an t 

essential one,;. > 
1 • ! •' 

I t w i l l be! helpful to remember 
t h a t St, i Peter based . t h e -

^priesthood ;o f the laity1 on a 
Npassagefrom the book of Exodus . 

C\I9:6). The lay priesthood spoken 
o i \ in Exodus differs essentially 
f rom the cujt ic priesthood wri t ten 
abo\jt in the book of Leviticus. 
The sacrifice St. Peter speaks of, 
offered by jthe people fof God is 
not cuft ic, but ethical—the l iv ing 
Of a Christ ian-l i fe in the wor ld. 

St. Luke^n t i e Acts points ou t a 
diversity of\ministf ies even in the 
l i fet ime of the Apostles (R1). But, . 
as Luke.of ten does, he merges 
two events i n t o "one : t he . in 
st i tut ion o f the\ l iaconate and the 
resolution of a cr i t ical situation in -
t h e '••': Chr js t ianX C h u r c h i n , ' 
^erusafem.i'. ; V / : . • • . ) • • 

In Jerusalem, the Christian 
corhmuni ty was. divided i n t o / 
Greek* arid Aramaic speaking 
Jews. The! Greek-speaking Jews 
were more l iberal, broadminded, . 
t h a n t h e "exc lus ive ghe t t o -
th ink ing Aramaic Jews who had 
never left I the homeland or been 
in contact w i t h the, Hellenistic 

'wo r ld . A ! real split threatened.. 
The aposHles; averted -schism by . 
recognizing. |.he . leaders- of, the 
Greek'-spelaking: group; 'Luke-Vties^ 

this event in w i t h the insti tut ion 
of the diacOnate. For of the seven 
deacons, the t w o w e hear o f were 
notable ministers of the word— 
namely, Stephen and Phil ip the 
Evangelist. * 

St. John in the Gospel tells us 
that Jesus is the way.. St. Peter 
says the Way is the cornerstone 
of a Christian communi ty . S t 
Luke tells us that the Christian 
c o m m u n i t y has d i ve rs i t y of 
ministries. The way to the Father 
is Jesus, and the way to Jesus is 
the Church. 

•TheTrbone steak you .eat today 
wi l l by tommprrow^be bu i l t - in to 
your body. It is incorporated. But 
not for^ always. There is a con
t inual process of 'change in every 
l i v i ng . o rgan ism c a l l e d , 
katabolism, in which the con
s t i tuents break down and in due 
course pass out of the body to be-
replaced by others. Those who 
know these things say that not an 
atom which is part of us today 
was in us seven years ago. 

Yet the curious th ing is that we 
.go on possessing the same 
bodies: I know I have the same 
body I had as a chi ld. I .still have 
the scars on my thighs when, as a 
chi ld, I bumped1 my mother's arm 
and caused her to spil l boi l ing tea 
into my lap. O f course, J havethe 
same body! Yet the whole of i t 
has changed since then , 'and it 
has grown. . . 

The same th ing is true of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, the 
Church. It is. the same Mystical 
Body now. as the Body whose 
members, l u k e , Peter and John, 
listened to our Lord, ' whose 
members worshipped in the 
catacombs, who bui l t the Roman 
basi l icas and t h e G o t h i c 
cathedrals 'of Europe,, who gave 

"such lovely names t o our cit ies; 
and towris, as Corpus Christi,: LOs 
Angeles, Maryvi l le, Loretto-, or St. 
P a u l . •: • :., 

Those members are no longer 
here; they nave been;jrepJaced b y . 
other members. There has beefv. 
metabolism , (bui lding up) arid 
katabolism.(tearing down) in ; the 
l iv ing Body of Christ as .in all 
o the r l.iving o rgan isms . The 

'Myst ica l Body does -riot possess 
today a single member who was 
here a hundred fifty,, years agp. 
Yet i t is the same Body, thbuglv i t 
has changed completely.^ and has 
grown.._ • .. , 

Why is this so? It is so, because 
Christ, is risen, l iv ing on all the 
t i m e — especially in an^organis'm 
of cont inual ly changing mem
bers, .the commun i t y t o which 
Luke and Peter and John once 
belonged, the Church! 

PATRIOT'S DAY 

-Father -J/lPdnajtivMonan, SJ, 
president o f .Boston College, wilL; 

. at tend- the local alurrini club's 
Patriot's B a y celebration — a 
cocktal i -party f rom 6 to 6 p.m.. 
Friday/April .25, at the,.home of 
J«an ar id D a v i d W h i t e , 53 
Grosvenor "Road, B r i g h t o n , 
Parents: of. B o s t o n . Co l lege 
studenfc are, invitedr.Reseryations 
•may be. made • w i t h John. Far-te, 
4pG006; Bill (Sehah><244-6823,©r 

For the past three years, " the 
Off ice, of Human. Development, 
under contract w i th the Counci l . 

* Of- Inner City Parishes, has. been 
working on an extensiye study of. 
each CICP .parish. ;The ; study 
examined both the parish and 
. neighborhood, its people",, their 
ages, race, e t h n i c i t y / a n d needs-. 
Since December .OHD has been 
putt ing together al l the individual 
par ish and n e i g h b o r h o o d 
statistics to present a general 

.study of the who le CICP area. 

The four session presentation 
of this information begins tonight 
at 7:30 at St. Michaelfs Parish. A 
history of^the CICP parishes wilJ 
be given as wel l las data showing 
the dramatic changes that have 
occurred in the parishes dur ing 
the past 14 years. A slide 
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geogi-ai presentation of t he _ 
the inner ci ty parishes 
s h o w n . ' . 

iop is . The ' second -sess 
scheduled for May 5 at 7 
at St. 'Michael's. This sli.de 
presentation w i l l compare the 
ages and ethnic i ty of 
l iv ing in the CICP area 

iphy of 
w ' l l be 

*=p 
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:30\p.rrj.. 

people: 

with the 
rest of the c i ty and county. 

A. human needs slide show 
encompassing the entire CICP 
area 'and depict ing areas of 
greatest need ^will be presented 
May 22 at 7:30 .p.m.';'.at .Im
maculate Conception School. 

.i 

The f inal session! t o be held at 
St. Michael's Ion Jiine 2 at 7:30 
p.m. wi l l -review the information 

Mrs 
They are Mrs. 

pione., president; 
Brunette, vice presi 
Nicho las G i a m b r a 
Mrs. Earl Sitter, f ia rc ia l 
Mrs. Douglas Berry 

and .draw recommendations f rom 
the people at tending/ 

Al l sessions are| open to .the 
public. 

Rosary S|o'ciety| 
Elects Officers 

The Rosary Society at Ho 
Fami ly 'Church fias elected qf 
ficers. 

Joseph 
. • Alb 

a n - ' 
ert 

dent; t Mr|s. 
secrejtarv; 
' secretary; 

treasurer. ' 

Father Ffederich Eisemann 
spiritual moderator. 
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YOU CAN ONLYTAKETHEM ONCE EVERY25YIARS. 
. Swissair's Holy Year Tours take you to 

visit Rome's^four major basilicas including 
St. Peter's. Where you'll walk through the 
dogrs that were opened on Christmas Eve 
for the first time in 25 years. 

You'll also visit inspirational sights 
like the Catacombs and the Sistine Chapel. 

. Receive an audience with the Holy Father. 
fAnd tour some of the city's monuments like 
jthe Coliseum, the Forum and the Pantheon. 
I , Ifyou have more time, Swissair has tour 
(packages that combine a visit to Rome wit&i 
jtripstoSwitzerland, France; Germany, 
or the Holy Land. Our Religious Tour; 
Department can arrange one or two 
week tours for you or for a group. 

All packages include accommodations, 
mea|ls, land transportation, roundtrip 
airfare and sightseeing guide. For com
plete information on all of Swissair's 
inspiring Holy Year Tours, call your local 
travel agent or Swissair at (212) 2<p2-2018. 

A leading manufacturer"of home 
environment systems designed 

tt\is unit to our exacting 
specifications. 

Compare these quality features: 
• 84000 BTU output 
• Space saving 22 wide x 31 deep 
• 2 0 year heat exchanger warranty plus 1 year parts & labor 
• Optional air conditioning, air cleaner, or humidifier 
• Clean, efficient, dependable 

' For a limited time, we can offer this new unit installed to your 
existing|rJuctwork for only $785. ' % -: 

Call tod&y for a free efficiency test on your present system and save ? 
additional money and energy year > round. Ask us also about s ^ n g s 
on water healers, humidifiers, air conditioners. " ii 
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