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By Father Robert F.McNamara 

'.'Yojj w i l l : stretch ou t your 
hands; . ._ . ,*and somebody else 
wi l l take'ycfu where you wou ld ' 

, ratheij.not go." So our Lord said, in 
) prophecy t o St.. Peter, for te l l ing 

his future rhartyrdpm. Peter was 
indeed made : captive in Rome 

| around the year 65, and was 
. cruci f ied upside down in trie 

Circus of Nero at the foot of 
Vat ican Hi l l . His body was buried 
on the slope nearby. ," 

St.Peter's Basilica rises over the 
site o f this, burial. Even dur ing the 
Roman persecutions St. Peter^ 
tomb, l ike t h a t ' o f St. Paul, was' 
surmounted by a l i t t le marble 
shelter, wh ich was discovered in 

• the excavations of three decades 
ago. (After peace; (Same t o the 
Church, the Erpperor Constantine 
took;pains to raise, around th is ' 
simple memoria? a splendid f ive-
naved basilica, 395 feet long 
which was dedicated i,n 324 A.D. 
In front c/f i t was a huge square 
atri 'Um jpr e n t r a n c e garden , 
reached f rom the publ ic square 

1 by 35 steeps, which pilgrims used 
'to mount on their knees. This 
church remained unt i l the year 
1505, when its aged and perilous 
walls and roof were removed'to 
make w a y for t he present 
structure. 

When the decision had been 
• made to build a" new St. Peter's, 

the architect Bramante was 
"engaged. Bramante designed a 
new church w i th a flat dome 

" moun tedon a f loorplan of Creek-
cross "design. Bramante died in 
1514 w i t h o u t a c c o m p l i s h i n g 
much. He was succeeded by 
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Peruzzi and- the painter Raphael 
who" had been his assisfants.-Then 
Sangallo Younger was chosen.ias 
architect. When Sangallo died.! in 
1546', . t h e great " a r t i s t ' 
M i c h e l a n g e l o B u o n a r o t t i was 
chosen; and it took several more 
architects after Michelangelo ' to 
finish the job. i 

There was on ly one. melan­
choly aspect t o the product ion of 
this magnif icent-shrine: in .1517 

. Luther's protest against the alrris-
md'u lgehce g ran ted , fo r i t s ' 
cons t ruc t ion / l aunched t h e 

. ProtestantjReformation. Not unt i l 
1626 was the present basilica 
ready for dedicat ion. 

It was wor th wait ing a century 
for. In the great piazza, architect 
Bern in i 's colossal c o l o n n a d e 
reaches out its two arms , t o 
welcome us, and we are greeted 
by the central Egyptian obelisk, 
which stook in the Circus of Nero 
nearby when St.. Peter was 
crucif ied there. Michel angejlo's 
dome is immense but seems as 
light as a bubble. When we enter 
through the Holy Door of the 
pilgrims, we may be disap­
pointed: although the interior is 

613 feet long, it seems small It 
seems so, that is, unt i l we ap­
proach the holy water font held 
by l i t t le cherubs, and f ind |that 
these " l i t t le cherubs" are six feet 
tall In other words, the interior is 
so perfectly proport ioned that 
one is not overwhelmed by: the 
immensity. It was in this main 
aisle that the bishops o f ! t h e 
Second V a t i c a n Counc i l sat 
(1962-1965). (The First Vatican 
Council , 1869-1870, took place in 
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a transept, t o / the number of 

bishops was considerably less.) 

In St. Peter's, as nowhere else, 
'we come face to face w i th 
Christian history. What monarchs 
have come here as pilgrims: froftn 
Charlemagne and Alfred me 
Great to Christina of Sweden acra 
-Alfonso XI1J. What saints ham 
f locked hither to venerate tjye 
remains of Peter (indeed, to be 
martyred for doing so, l ike SS. 
Marius and Martha and St. Zoe). 

Surely Heaven alone is peopled 
wi th more saints that is St. 
Peter's: , the Apostles SS. Simon 
and Jucle; St.; John Chrysostom; •• 
St. Gregory Nazianzen; and more 
than 30 canonized popes; the last 
of them St. Pius X. 

t h e pi lgr im to the tomb of 
Peter is therefore only one of the • 
mil l ions who have f locked to" this 
center of the Christian wor ld , to 
"see Peter," and in seeing h im, to /' 

eer 
Many .who on the occasion of 

the Holy Year wi l l be making their ^ 
first t r ip to Rom© w i l l f ind ' 
countless questions on Itheir lips 
as they visit the hal lowed spots. 

I m a k i n g up t h e , cen te r of 
Christianity. 
' , • • ( 

j When the Pope" speaks, at 
wh ich w indow does he stand? 

i Where is the tomb of POPG jOllR 
XXlil? How do you get to the* 

> Sistme Chapel? 

P r o p h e t i c a l l y hear ing these 
I ques t i ons , t he Osservatore 
•> Romano has pr inted a review of a 

~ guide book, The Vatican and 
•Chr ist ian Rome, w h i c h . m a y 
interest the Holy Year Pilgrim. 
Here are. some; excerpts of the 
-review: i 
. . i ' • 

It is possible'to give an overall 
and exhaustive answer, in outl ine, 
t o ' t h o s e who, 'w ish to have a 
general picture^of the contents of 

„ the Vatican-;and.] tijieir real 
signif icance, even ip the brevity 
6 f ! a visit or rapid reflection. 

This is what an agreeabjle • 
) volume! that „Jias just been 

published by the Vatican Polyglot 
Press, and is on ,>sale in the 
V a t i c a n Bookshop , h a s . s u c ­
ceeded in doing. Entitled The 
Vat ican and Christian Rome, it 
has a great many illustrations and 
a text easy to iead. The book is 
p u b l i s h e d i n - six languages: 
Italian, French, English, German, 
Spanish, and Portuguese, and is 
the most up-to-date and practical 
manual for the Holy Year visitor; « 

j complet ing the . Pilgrim's Book 
[' • wh ich is above all the book of 

c o m m u n i t y p i e t y o f those 
celebrating the Jubilee. 

The i l lustrations, in black and 
• whi te and in color, inserted in tfee 

text w i th a 'tasteful regard for lay­
out give a visual, representation 

' o f t h e ' . mostj interesting _ and 
J l s i g n i f i c a n t , t h i n g * desc r ibed . . 

1 Some items are r i gh t kup to .da te 
~ •" such as .the plan of the State o t 

Vat ican City With the new names 
of the streets1, the plan o f the 

. ' .Catacombs and details of the new 
Vatican col lect ion of modern -
religious art. . , • 

- The text, above aftVis excellent, 
- becausei t succeeds in explaining 

w h ^ t t h e Vat ican is and ; h o v f i t 
/ ; .works, before describing its 

environment and what- i t offers 
(the visitor in the way of aesthetic 
'contemplation. In this way, the 
reader is able (o understand!that 
the Vatican is in the f i rst place a 
"c i ty of the soul" (chap. 1), Which 
sprang up round Peter's tomb and 
is the see of his successor; t h e -
visible foundation of a society 
which is communion, and which 
is called the Church, founded by 
Christ for a universal and tran-
scendent purpose . A f t e r ex­
plaining the relationship between 
the Pope and the Bishops-,: the 
book goes on to -speak about! the 
Roman Curia, the instrument 
used by the Pope to exercise his 
mission as Head of the|Church. 

The Square land the Basilica of 
St.. Peter's are the subject of 
Chap. 2, which-gives a sober but 
exhaustive description of the 
historical and' artistic aspects of 
what is the heart of the Vatican. 
The plan of the basilica is ex-. 
tremely interesting, exactly in­
dicat ing 80 or so of its most 
significant points. 

The book then turns to the city 
of Rome, w h e r e the*, great 
basilicas, the catacombs, the 
national Churches, the ponti f ical 
Universities, the generalates of 
the religious orders prolong in ' 
t ime the sacred character" of this 
city. Chap. 3 is dedicated to. 
Chiiistian Rome, wh i le the 4th 
which is longer, contains a 
de ta i l ed d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e 
p o n t i f i c a l museums and art 
galleries. _ 

The visitor to the Vatican art 
museums perceives the different 
historical layers of a continuous 
effort t o col lect , preserve, arrange 
and p u t a t ' - t h e disposal, of 
everyone masterpieces of. all 
t imes, of ten saving them f rom 
ruin or destruct ion. One has the 
ajrhost palpable sensation that 
someone i n the 16th, 17th or 18th 
century has worked for us, so tha t 
today we can .see, become en­
thusiastic,, intoxicated, f i l l our 
soul and our heart. .< . 

- In this l ight t he . patronage of 
the Popes takes on . its t rue 
significance; not of dynastic 
prestige, bu t o f real service/ The 
profusion of means used by; the 
Vatiearji.: i p r ~';;ihls t i tan ic un-

. dej$c&inrg throughout the ' cen­
turies,/^gainst wh i ch ionly rriean 

voices could be raised, is .testified 
by the list of titles jri this fourj-
th chapter. It is seen, f rom therm 
that there, are ten Museums (the 
1-gyptian G r e g o r i a n , t he Pi© 
Clementine, the'Chiaramont i , the 
Pagan Museum of the Library, the 
Sacred Museum of the Library, 
the Gregorian Etruscan Museunji, 
the Gregorian Pagan Museum,, 
t h f Pictn Christian Museum, the 
M iss ionary and hthfno log ica l 
Museum the Historical Coacjh 
Museum); there are f ive art 
ga l ler ies (P inaco teca , modenn 
religious Collection geographical 
maps, Tapestries and Candelabra) 
in addi t ion-to the Sistine Chapelc 

the Raphael Rooms and Loggias, 
the Borgia Apartment. 

In ' t h e new m o d e r n a r t ' 
col lection visitors can admire a 
lecture by Rouault wh ich ia also 
reproduced in the volume (page 
186)'and is entit led "Ecce Homo." 
Sharply .cont rasted i., co lo rs 
c o n n e c t e d bv s t rong b lack 
strokes make up Christ's;face. It is 
<i, symbol of what we hope wi l l 

'• take place also for readers of th is ' 
precious and extremelly up-to-
date guides: that f rom the .dif­
ferent features that conhpose this 
"c i ty o f - the ; soul" they wi l l see 
emerge the face of Christ, the real 
inspirer of its l i fe and iaction. 

Man May Be Charged 
In Slaying of Fetuses 
.. Camden, N.J. [RNS] - Tfjte 
county prosecutor here is seeking 
an indictment against a 24-year-1 

old Camden man, charged wijh 
the murder of tw in fetuses when 
he allegedly shot, a pregnaht 
woman during a holdup attempt 
— and the ; case is expected jto 
bring a new focus on rights of. the 
unborn. 

The defendant in the cajse 
which is unprecedented in N f w 
Jersey, is.Winfield Anderson, who 

' is charged w i th shooting a 21-
year-old worrian seven months 
p regnant . The fetuses we re 
removed after the shooting t u t 
d ied w i th in -15 hours. The woman 
recovered f rom the wound . 

Camden County Prosecutor 
Thomas SHusted said "there's 
doubt in my mind that these were 
l iv ing human beings. Of 'counse, 
we w i l l have to prove in cqurt 
that they were living persorp." 

*• ' ' • " I • 

The case, some observers said 
ul t imately could force the UJ5. 
Supreme Court to define more 
precisely the rights of the unborn 
and when life begins. In its 1J973 
ruling on abort ion, the court 
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To herald, in Spring, -Most 
, Precious Blood Church 
• sponsoring a^White Elephant 
f rom 9 a.m. t o 6 p.m.. May 3 
from 9 a.m.'-4'p.nV. May 4, in 
school hall . 

did 

is 
$ale 
and 
the 

not face the con t rove rs ia l 
question but did allow1 abort ions, ' 
during the first 24 weeks of- ' 
pregnancy. • 

' "It's an unusual case," said • 
SHbsted, "We had a death cer­
t i f icate before we had a birth 
cert i f icate." 

Health Careers 
Observed 

Elmira"— C3n Wednesday Apr i l 
16. "225 Chemuijg County high 
school (Students part icipated in 
the Highth.Annual Health Career 
Day held at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Arnot Qgden Memoria l , and the 
Elmira Psychiatric Center. 

W i t h t h e ' cooperation . of the 
American Lung Association, 
Finger Lakes Chap te r , t he 
students were taken on a tour of 
each o i t h e facil i t ies, jshown f i lms 
on health careers, and spent t ime 
observing health careers in ac­
t i on . . 

On Wednesday Apri l 16, and 
Monday April.. 21 parents and 
students had the opportuni ty to 
hear Michael Johnston, guidance 
counselor at- No t re jDame High 
School, and David • .Cheplick, 
Edison Tech counse lo r , and 
Chairman of the j|ocal Health 
Careers Commit tee j discuss the 
subject of Health j careers and 
h o w parents; could aid the 
students in .making |a choice. 
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rejoice-, in the Church which 
Christ so long ago founded u]3on 
him and his faith. As we kneel 
before Peter's altar w i th its scores 
of f l ickering lamps, we have only 
to look upward in to the spacious, 
lightsome dome of Michelangelo 
to know that we have "come 
home." For around that dome, in 
Latin, runs the promise of Christ: 
"You are Peter, and upon, this 
Rock I wi l l bui ld my Cffurch, and 
the gates of the underworld 
cannot hold out against i t . " 

Holy Year" 
Exhibit Opens 
In Vatican 

Vatican City [RNSh - Pope 
Paul has i naugu ra ted an 
exhibit ion of documents on the 
Roman Catholic Church's Holy 
Years through the centuries. It is 
the first exhibit ion of its k ind. 

t 

The exhibi t ion, which includes 
the Bull of Pope Boniface VI I t , 
who inaugurated the first Jubilee 
Year in 1300, went on display Feb. 
8 in the rooms of the Vatican's 
Secret Archives. 

According to Cardinal Antonio 
SamOre, l ibrarian and archivist of 
the Holy Roman Church, the 
exhibit ion contains documents of 
"very great value . . . a precious 
source" fo r historical research. 

The first three Holy Years were 
observed in 1300, 1350, and 139($ 
Subsequent observances were 
eelebrated ; at 25-year intervals 
except In 1800 and 1850 when f^e 
French invasion .of ' Italy and 
polit ical turmoi l in Italy made 
celebrations impossible. 

Al l but a few of the* Earlier Holy 
Years were classified as. ordinary. 
Several, I jke the one held in ,1933 
to c o m m e m o r a t e t h e 19th 
cen tu ry o f t he dea th and 
resu r rec t i on .o f Chr is t , we re 
considered "extraordinary." 

Nazareth Center 
Wins Award 

The Nazareth Arts Cente} has' 
been nanried one of six recipients 
of the 1975 State Medal l ion Tour 
Award. The center is one 'o f half ' 
dozen sponsors of the tour,, a 
project to br ing high qual i ty 
theater to the upstate area at 
reasonable p r i ces . The tou r 
project is for t i f ied w i th funds 
f rom the State Council bn the 
Arts. 

State Sen. John Perry and State 
Assemblyman Thomas Frey .will 
present the award t o Dr. Al ice 
Foley, president of Nazareth 
College, and Joseph FJaranowski, 

"director' of t h e . Arts- Center, 
1 Tuesday Apr i l 2 1 , the night the 

M e d a l l i o n Tour opejns in 
Rochester w i th "The Mer iber of 

the Wedding." . i 
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