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me nation a n d . . . 

. . . m e world 
From Courier-Journal Services 

U.S. Cathol ic off icials associated w i th the air l i f t of Vietnamese 
orphahs have rejected crit icisms of the project by Caritas, the in
ternat ional rel ief agenjcy w i th headquarters in Vat ican City. Bishop. 
Edward Swanstrom of Catholic Relief Services fn New York City said the 
standards employed irj the placing the chi ldren vve?e " o f the highest 
professional level, wit|h the best interests of the ch i ld considered 
paramount" . . . Brother Mart in has become the first black t o become 
a priest of the Atonement Friars . . . Boys Town of Nebraska is work ing 
at est'ablishing a lumni associations in cities across the country to fo rm a 
network of communicat ion for its 14,000 alumni . 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta has been honored by the U.N. Food and 
Agricul ture Organizat ion for her "exemplary love and concern, for the 
hungry and the poorejstof the poor." . . . Newscript, an ecumenical 
newsletter, reports that Bishop James, Rausch o f the National Con-, 

,ferencfe of-Catholic Biihops has asked fine Vatican informally to clarify 
"wha t funct ions a girl or womarr can properly perform at the al tar" . • . 
Pope Paul .Ml has cal led for special prayers for Vietnam to invoke 
"understanding, cprrjpassion and mutual aid" for the suffering 

. populat ion there. . ! . „ -- ' 

Sister Virginia Sehwager of t he U.S. Catholic Conference Health 
Affairs Division says those opposed t o euthanasia should be prepared to 
f ight legislation tha t .wou ld permit jt. "We are in the 16th inning on 
abort ion and1 on ly in the second inning, on euthanasia," she to ld a 
medical-moral conference at St. Elizabeth's College in Convent Station, 
N.J. . . . 'Card ina l Terence Cooke has sharply cr i t ic ized Arthur S. 
Fleming, chairman of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, for a letter 
support ing the r ight)of women to decide whether to have abortions. 
The letter to two U.S. senators urged defeat of an amendment which 
wou ld have prohib i ted use of federal funds for abortions; the amend
ment was rejected .f. . IR New York City, some 150,000 men, women 
and chi ldren of all faiths marched and rall ied to demonstrate support 
for Soviet Jews. The rally was in Dag Hammarskjold -Plaza at the Uni ted 
Nations and! nearbyj Holy Family Catholic Church Tang its. chimes in 
sympathy for the cduse. Sister Anne Gillen of Chicago part icipated in 
the rally and read ainiessage f rom Cardinal Terence Cooke which,said, 
" I n this Ho ly Year (hf renewal and reconci l iat ion, i t is f i t t ing that we 
should jo in togetheij w i th our Jewish friends and neighbors on behalf of 
Soviet Jews-and Other-persons who are denied their rights in the Soviet 
Union. Their struggle is our struggle." j 

Pope Paul has named Father Joseph Chhmar Salas, a native 
Cambodian, coadjutor apostolic viear o f Phnjom I*enh, with the right o f 
succession. Catholics in Cambodia number about 20,300. Out of a total 
population of 7.5 million . .' . The Pope also named a bishop for Hong 
Ko rig after ,a two-year vacancy. He is Father John Baptist Wu Chen-
chi ing of Taiwan . . . Arid three times more Holy Year pilgrims have 
vis ted Rome during.the first three months of 1975 than in 1950, the last 
Holy Year. . . Retired Cardinal Charles journet, a Swiss, died recently 
at 84. \ 

Senate Rejects Banning 
U.S. Funds for Abortions 

Washington, D .C [ R N S ] ' - The 
U.S. Senate, by a vote of 54 to 36, 
d e f e a t e d an j a m e n d m e n t 
designed to bar "the! use of federal 
funds t o pay for abortions for the 
poor. 

Proposed; by Sen. Dewey F. 
Bartlett (R.-Okla.)j, t h e amend
ment wou ld have barred the use 
of federal Medica id or welfare 
funds to "pay for: or encourage 
.the performance i of abortions 
except those necessary to save a 
njiother's l i f e . " . 

| Wh i le reject ing the Bar t le t t ' 
proposal, the Senate unanimously 
approved an amendment by Sen. 
Henry L. Bellmon. (R.-Okla,), to 
p r o h i b i t g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s 
f rom coercing wejlfare recipients; 
into being steril ized or having 
abortions. » : 

; Ther-arhfehdmeihts were raised 
in ^connection with the nursing 
and health program bill under 
considerat ion by the Senatje. 

. Sen. James ; L. Buck ley , 
(Conservative - Republican L New 
York), w h o strongjy supported the 
Bartlett proposal,; argued that 28 
per cent o f all abortions in the 
U.S. are now financed by the 
federal government. *• 

Government s t a t i s t i c s . 
reportedly , indicate tha t f rom 
$40 million to JSSQ million jn" 
federal .funds was spent fn 1973 tp 

help finance some 270,000 
abortions, according to a. New 
York Times report. 

Sen. hdward M. Kennedy (D.-
Mass.), a leading opponent of the 
Bartlett amendment, argued that 
the Senate f loor was not the place 
to resolve the abort ion issue. He 
said the abort ion question had 
not been fully explored by any 
cqnrjmittee or Congress. 

.' Sen. Kennedy charged that the 
p roposa l w o u l d d i s c r i m i n a t e 
against the poor and. was so 
loosely worded that it wou ld bar 
usejof federal funds for the in
t r a u t e r i n e d e v i c e ( I U D ) OF 
"maiming after" pil ls. 

1 Ŝ n,. 
proposal 

Bartlett retorted that his. 
"has poo l ing to do w i th 

birth control or lUDs . . . We're 
talking about $150-5200 abor-1 
t ions." 

Under questioning by Sen. 
Bartlett, Sen. Kennedy said he 
was| pe rsona l l y opposed t o 
abort ion, but that under the 
Social Security law, funds could 
be- used for abort ion 
medically necessary." 

when 
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Tears of the Homeless 
Two refugee children., one in Phnom Penh (left, in a photo taken by White House photographer 
David Hume Kennedy),, the other in yung 
The C a m b o d i a n girl wears a dog-tag as a tr inket? the V ie tnamese chi ld hangs o n to a bag of rice 

as she suffers yet another hardship, losing 

T a u , South V i e t n a m , weep the tears of homeless. 

her'parents in refugee-clogged Vung Tau. (RNS). 

Bishop Maher Reaffirms 
Anti-Abortion Stand 

San Diego [RNS] - The 
Catholic bishop; of San Diego, 
reaffirmed his condemnation in a 
pas tora l le t te r of " c e r t a i n 
o rgan i sa t i ons " ! w h o p u b l i c l y 
promote abortion and stated that 
Catho l i cs w h o espouse p r o : 

abortion views I "have, separated 
themselves froni the Church" and 
are to be "refused the Eucharist." 

tmphasiz ing hat the denial of 
Holy Communion to pro-abortion 

unity of tec 
honesty 
posit ion. 

ching to show the 
t h e Church 's of 

Catholics "dc 
rommunicatioin 
Church. Bishop .eo'T. Maher told 
a press conference that those 
people affectec by the pastoral 
are still tree to attend worship 

services and 

He to ld re 

was out of t 

.Bishop Maher said that sup
port ing a woman's right to 
choose" abort ion is a pro-
abortion stand. "It. is divine law, 
not Church law, that tells us that 
no one has i right to that much 
control over their own body. To 
assert that is to take the l a w i n t o 
your own hands.'.' 

not mean 
from 

ex-
the 

o the rw ise par-

. In a br 
reporters, tlji 
(lear that h 
matter of C 
that he r 
responsibil it 

iet s ta tement to 
e bishop made it 

t icipate in the l ife of the Church." on moral issues 

Dorters that his 
Pastoral Let ter on A b o r t i o n , 
released prematurely whi le he 

le country, stil l 
stands. "He adced that Auxil iary 

• Bishop Gilbert Chavez of San 
Diego "correctly clarified .that 
letter as a condemnation of the 

.pro-abortion Htand taken by 
certain organizations." 

In his pastoreil, the bishop had 
to ld Catholics throughout the 
diocese: "No fi^rsop who claims 
or professes views contrary to 
Church teaching can claim to be . 
a practicing Catholic. Nor are 
they to be idmi t ted to the 
sacraments. C|ne- who admits 
publicly- to be a member of an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t p r o m o t e s 
abort ion, such as the .National 
Organization for Women (NOW), 
must be refused the sacrament of 
the Tucharist by priests', deacons 
and extraordinary ministers (of 
the Kichar ist) ." 

He to ld reDOrters, however, 
that-. Catholic nembers 'o f such 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s as N O W w h o 
remain "total y. opposed" to 
a b o r t i o n may. s t i l l r ece ive 
C o m m u n i o n and "a re no t 
separated from the Church." 

The bishop acknowledged that 
NOW was si ig led but in • his 
pastoral lettqr because "its act ive 
pro-abortion stand in-this diocese 
has caused; a |ppb lern of example 

Declaring 
purpose to 
teach," Bi 
Church is 
the sanctity, 
who would 

N.Y, 

s statements were a 
hurch teaching and 
as' the " p a s t o r a l 
/ to speak out clearly 

that "it was not my 
ekcommunicate but to 

shop Maher said " the 
i n i t e d in its belief in 

of human l i fe. Those 
tleject so fundamental 

a belief'separate themselves from 
the uni ty of fa i th symbolized in 
the Hucharist." 

On the Sunday before his press 
conference, several protests and 
demonstrations w e r e he'd *' by 
NOW and other pro-abortion 
groups at three Catholic churches 
in the diocese 

Meanwhile, a spokesman 
r e p o r t e d , " largely Pro tes tan t " 
riyht-to-lif© groups, including the 
ban D iego ' R ight t o L i fe chap te r 
and the Pro-Life League, issued 
s ta tements s u p p o r t i n g Bishop 
Maher's posit ion and declaring 
that abortion is "not a Catholic 
issue" 

The anti-feminist League of 
Housewives, also described as 
" p r e d o m i n a n t l y Pro tes tan t , " 
supported Bishop Maher and 
urged ministers of other Churches 
to take similar positions on 
abort ion. 

State Right to Life 
Supports Bishop's Act 

l̂  to youth." 

Noting f lat 
Also cal l ing for defeat of the teaching.ori ab 

Barilett proposaPwas Sen. Jacob Bishop Maher 
K. lavits (R.-N;Y.), who Urgued are asking 
tha': the amendment w_as a "back- publ ic ly 
dodr|' effort to, nullify; t|e U-S; a practicing 
Supreme Court's decision^. . pose of my 

hew 
' p romote 

Catholic Church 
srtion is very clear, 
saicLyoung people 
'•• a person could, 

abort ion and be 
(tatholic, thei ptr-

letjter was to- brjing a 

The State RigJSt to Life Com
mittee has issued a, statement 
supporting 3iSh6p Leo T. Maher's 
action in barring f rom Com
munion anyone " w h o admits 
publ icly-to aeing aj member of an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n m a t p romo tes 
abort ion, such as the NOW 
organ iza t ion" 

The Right to Life ; statement 
compares the present situation in 
the Uni ted States to that of Nazi 
Germany. It states that " the 
Catholic Church was severely-' 
crit icised f x its alleged lack of 
moral commi tment to defend 
innocent • human life in 1930 
Germany." 

• The statement, says that at the 
. Nuremberg trials, a Hitler off ic ial 
testif ied t f u t the "end of the mass 
eu thanas ia p rog ram was at
tr ibutable to the Churches of 
Germany a i d specifically t o the 
Lutheran bishop of Wurtenberg 
and the 
Muenster.' 

Catholic bishop of 

The stajt'e! 
"Bishop Ma 
clearly expresses 
abort ion on 
and euthanjasia 
His statement 

m e n t t h e n says, 
her's declaration 

moral, horror at 
demand, infahtiieide 

in 1975 Arnerica.. 
points out that 

membership in a pro-abortion 
organization actively advocating • 
and encouraging' the legalized 
ki l l ing of innocent human beings 
is inconsistent and incompatible 
wi th membership in a Church 
o r g a n i z a t i o n d e d i c a t e d to 
protecting those same human 
beings." 

Referring to N O W activities 
across the country, the Right to 
Life Committee stated that "last 
month in Pennsylvania a NOW 
organization issued a statewide 
anti-Catholic -publ icat ion. The 
NOW group in Pittsburgh issued a 
pamphlet urging its members to 
attend a Day of Outrage' in 
Washington to lobby against the 
tax-exempt status of the Catholic 
Church because of its attempts to 
save the lives of unborn babies. 

It concluded its defense of 
Bishop Maher by urging those 
who would cr i t ic ize the bishop's 
action t o ask themselves, "What 
would- I have done in Nazi 
Germany to help those innocent 
human, beings, and'further what* 
am I .doing now w i th knowledge 
o f the slaughter of over 1 mi l l ion 
aborted babies in the- 'Un i ted 
States each year?" 
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