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On Oct. 28, 1965. Pope Paul v

promulgated the Declaration on

the Relatign of the Church to

Non-Christian _Religions, a
document | formulated by the
Bishopsswho had participated in
the Second| Vatican Council. This
declarat_ion (referred to by its first
two Latin wotds, Nostra- Aetate)
first of all deals brreﬂy with. non-
Christians [in general, and then
directs its attention’ to the

- Muslims and the Jews. Relations

with the latter'are discussed in 11c
relatlvely short, paragraphs. Theif
brevity, however, did not keep
them froh being highly con-
troversigl, for this declaration had
been t;he subject ~of intense

Value Seen in

behind the—scene debate, much .

of it arising from the - pohtrcal
tensions between the State of
Israel and} the neighboring Arab-

states.
|

1:”he ﬁna[ draft of Nostra Aetate
~was not what many hoped it
{uld be

o

but it was a good
beginning| and it led to the
estiablishrrient by Pope Paul of
the Secratariat for Non-Christians,
and, most
mission fer Religious- Relations

The re,ent Cmdelmes and

recently; of a com- .

with the Jews (22 October, 1974). |

Suggestiors for Implementing-the -

Conciliar| Declaration ’Nostra
Aétate” were issued by this last-
named cdmmission_on Dec. 1,
immediately provoked
a ﬂurry o ‘mixed seactions. It is
xmperatlve to read the actual text
of these!guidelines for there is
much that is valuable in them,
and whr h. can not be com-
mented.on here. My purpose isito
single out: certain points which |

“¢onsider | to ‘be of particular

ignificance fo! Cathohcs who are
yﬁntereste in the diafogue with
ews ufhanl do this by com:
menting; briefly on certain key
ssues dis¢ussed in the' guideliries,
and | shall add afew personal
Jbserva’éi bns” at the end. )

Some ey Issues Discussed

_l the Guidelines:

The gudehnes ‘condemn” “all
forms idf anti-semitism -and
_idiscrimination. This language is
omewHhat stropger than that used
n Nostral Aetate, which “decries”
and "’re proves’ these : evils
(although -earlier versions of
Nostra Aetate are said to have
been more strongly worded).I

_tradition

of Cod

excltmg

2

The | guidelines - clearly
enunciate the need for dialogue
with Judaism, and indicate that
this ¢annot be ,a mere
monologue, but must be based on
respect {for the other “as he "is.”
Cathiolies must recognize that
Judaism did not”énd with .the,
destruction of the Temple, but
went ‘on to develop a religious
rich. in value. This
acknowledgment of the reality
and vrtahty of post-biblical
}udaxgm is a marked advance over
Nostra Aetate even though it is
still framed in cautious and rather -
evaswesterms . .

f
O

The gurdehnes enunciate in a
way that Nostra Aetate did not
the dlfﬁcultles that Jews ex
perience’ when. faced with
Christiapity. These difficulties are
limited to two (the first
theological, the second hlstoncal
and psychologrcal)

*Jewmh devotion to the Divine
transcendence makes the mystery
of the Incarnation of the Son of

God ﬁncomprehens;ble and
‘repugnant

*An 1”unfortunate past” has
given jrlse to “widespread
suspicion” concerning the
- honesty of motivation "in the

partners to the dlalogue

) i
‘

Tt | js good to see this at-
tempt to state morg clearly
and openly the obstacles to
dialogue, but it would have
. ‘been; helpful to describe in
soméwhat greater detail the
theologlcal difficulties, and
it would have been truly

refréshing . had the
Guidelines Been les bland-
- and. non-committal” in

describing the historical-
obstacle. Nineteen dentunes,
of Christian anti-Sernitism,
{\culmmatlng in the holocaust
of the 1930's and 1940's is
-not' very convincingly
desqrbed by an-allf sion to
nfortunate past.”

Thei guidelines call for ‘com-
mon meetlng in the presence
in prayer and silent

,unﬂatterlnu

meditation,” somethmg Nostra’
Aetate dxd not” mention. This

suggestion was interpreted by
some as recommendmg joint

Controverslal Vatl_.

“This document is admlttedly
beglnmn , but wt opens up some
ew paths to follow.”

H

1 .
; reason, an immense responsibility

. todo |ust|ce to

liturgical services, something -

many Jews could not accept. The

" text of the guidelines is nuanced

here and clearly. means to suggest
that Catholics and Jews should
undertake prayer in common
only in crrcumstances considered
appropriate by the menl‘lbers of

both traditiens.

%«; guidelines indicate that
spesfal care must be-taken in
homilies, in the classroom, and in
Bible translatrons to see to it that
anti-semitism and prejudice is not

b

" fostered by the way in which

Christian truth is presented.
Nostra Aetate dealt with this
problem in a less specific and
practical way. The translation of
the liturgical formularies into

English, and-the new catechetical

methods have made everyone
more conscious of this problem.
It is not clear in the guidelines .

histotical truth in
presenting the| world in which
Jesus and His first followers lived.

Also significant is  the in-

sistence that the Old Testament

of the Old T

i

must not be |thought of as” a
“religion of only justice, féar, and
legalism, with {no appeal to the
love of God and neighbor.” Thns
incredibly- teiacrous perversign
tament message is
heard even tqgday: from people

who should knpw better, but who

'the Old Testlament’s

instinctively | fall ‘back on
threadbare cliches and
stereotypes when describing the
supposed discontinuity between
“God of

‘Justice” and the New Testament’s
“God of Lovel”

i

what -steps may be taken with -

regard .to the texts of the New
Testament which have often led
to such regrettable attitudes.~This
will undoubtedly come with time.

"Ot“ particular - significance to
me wias the Guidelines’ reference
to the fact that “judaism ih the
time ‘of Christ and the Apostles
was a complex reality, embracing
many different “trends, many
spiritual, religious, social and
cultural values.”l 1t would have
been helpful if this point could

have been. developed. at greater

length. At issue-is the fact that
the New, Testament is wiitten
froma polemlcal{ point of view as

far as Judaism is concerned, and’

that it tends to flatten out the rich
variety and complexity of Jewish

"life during the time of Jesus and

of the early Church. The Jews are
presented for the most part in an
light, as “them”,

while “weé” arej presented more
sympathetically. The careful
modern reader ; of the New
Testament is mor!e aware of the
richness and vitality of Judaism in
the first century than were
Christian readers of previous
generations, and we have, for that

point when

" up. with Ch

It might hlave be_ec} helpful
if the guidelines had pomted
out the unfairness of ex- .

stolling  Christiamity€*over
Judaism by jemphasizing the
beauty and transcendence of
the Christian theory over
against the poverty of Jewish
practice.

ines take a very
interesting step when they
recomfend [that “Higher In-
stitutions of Catholic Research, in
association if|possible with other
similar Christian-institutions”
may want to |establish “chairs of
Jewish  Studies” and 30
collaborate with Jewish scholars.

'The * guidel

“Conclusion” of the
akes a provocative
t states that since
inextricably bound
ristianity, it is im-
Christians o™ un-

The
Guidelines

Judaism is sq

perative for
derstand the
they are to understand in any
sense the Mystery of Christ and Iof
the Chureh. Thus a knowledge jof
Judaism is] not- simply an
ecumenical |mperative, but is| a
constitutive | part of Christian
teaching, p
underdtanding.

Some Perspnal Observations

It is unfortunate -that these

guidelines were drawn up without

. not

Mystery of lsraeﬂ if

eaching, and self-

. By MARY}ANN GINNERTY

‘
“Everyone | | should i be con-
cerned With world hunger, in this
country and dbroad as Christ tells
. us to feed the hungry,” said Mrs.
Kathy :Hox, chairperson of the
i Human Development Committee*.
“of St. A

of a shanng supper attended by

'le more thari 200 parishioners.

i
K]

. “The purpose of the sharing

‘ ‘iuburn Pa
?To AIIeV|a

n nsor
phonsus, recent sponsor of p ur pose.

W ...4.4.-..

gifts were collected for local
distrijution. Other projects will
mclude a meatless cookbqok, a
program ori how to'raise gardens
and canning methods. Each
undertaking is practical in nature

and - prov:des an opportunity for .
.l panshroners to come together in.

- aspirit and sign of Christian unity

Father Rice expressed pleasure

at the number attending the .

- supper.He feels there are people

supper was two-fold, as a way to . willing to become more involved

help the hungry and to increase

our awﬁ reness of the problem in
the woild. The 'money collected
will either ' go' to a direct
assistarice pfrogram or will be
contriblited”jto an’ agency" with -
long ramgé goals such as Bread fo
the led - gshe said:
- }

idharing supper is one event
overall plan to raise
ioner consgiousness of’
some tof the soctal problems
in; and . beyond the parish
boundaries, explamed Father
ti Rice, associate pastor. It.
“also gerves to identify such

problems as, specrﬁc concerns for -’
Christian actlon in light of the - Human

of Jesus.as a social gospel.
In December food money and -
oot ’gg

in parish centered activity, so a
‘vanety of avenues need to be
~ opened such as partlcxpatlon in’
the liturgy, or for others, it might
be p!anmnrg a parish event or the
socuai action aspect of concern.

The problem of world hunger
he pointed out, was the common
concern, and the, liturgy was
formed around the community,
supper. It is the liturgy that is the
crux { for building community
respanse and the increasing aim
for Jparticipation by larger
segment of”—theparish; he said.

“The beautiful part of the
" Development - Com-
mittee work is that it is coming .
_ from thel people and not from the
initiation by parish staff. It is a
true ca” of the ‘community and

t

- alcoholism center

ish Works
te World HUnger’

- building of communal” spirit of

the Christian way of life.” he said.

Achh.OIism
T0plc ‘

Corning — The Corning Area
Council on Alegholism {will hold
its annual dinner on [Thursday,
April 24, at the; Lodgé on the
Green in Painted Post. "Guest
speaker will -be Dawd N. Bates of

Baltimore’ Qounty, aryland
where he is: a memb r of the
_Board of Higher jtduca jon Loan
Corporation, -having been: ap-
pointed, to that position by the
gevernor. )

in 1969, Bates. developed in-
terest in the field of alcoholism

and since that time has served as «

a member  of the board of
directors and guest lecturer at
Hiddenbrook, . a . private
in | Harford
County, Maryland, and at
Mountain - Manor, -
rehabilitation. . center for
aleoholics in Hedenck County,
Maryland. He:is the co-founder,
member of the board of directors
and. attornéy for the Pilot|House
in Baltimore County Maryland,
an institution funded - by - the
Maryland - Division of Aldoholic
.Contro! '
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-The World Confere'n‘ce fm Rome dealt with words. This' Afncan

A' 3W'a§"t' g forr’ood'

any consultation .with Jewish

scholars and leaders. If such
dialogue had been cond cted
before the final version oﬁ the
¥Guidelines, it might have been
possible to eliminate some of the
infelicities and insensitivities in
the text, and to clarify some of
the passages which Jewish
readers would be'most mclmed to
misunderstand.

‘While the guidelines are in-
tehded to be pastoral 'and
practical in their content, they.do
touch upon a nurhbet of
theological issues. $ome of these
might have been dealt with more
clearly and at greater length,
since in their present highly
abbreviated form they barely hint
at certain problems | and
suggestions, without providing
much in the way of the schiﬁc
direction to be followed.

In' the light of the ”unfort na
past” and the strong feelings
which contemporary Jews| have
about the continuing existence of
the State of lsrael,, if un-
fortunate that the guidelings did

in some:- way atteript .to

. impress on Catholics the esqential
link between-the Jewis Reople
and the Land of lsrael. |1t is
literally impossible to ynderstand
the Old Testament, tHe| post-

_ biblical Jewish theological and
devotional writings/ or to! enter
into a meaningful dialogue with
contemporary Judaism, without
an awareness of this inner bond.
1t is true that the/State of Israel is
a political reality, and indeed a
controversial one, but it is not for
that reason any less a rellgnous
reality, and the failure to deal
with its implications in- these
GCuidelines seriously weakens
their effectiveness, and even their
credibility, at least as far as lews
are concerned

. Jewish people in general feel
‘that the Church has hedged
consistently about the State of
Jsrael, and that our official
Church policy and Church
agencies have in fact favored the

Arab cause. Whether this is true.

or not can be debated, but the
‘publication of these guidelines at
this partictilar time of crisis for
the Jewish People seems to
suggest that Catholics are being
invited now, more than ever, to

enter into a loving. diafogue with .

their Jewish brothers and sisters.
This document is admnttec{l}y only

abeginning, but it opens up some
exciting new paths to follow. it
will. be .up to us whether we
ignore this invitation, or accept it
enthus:astxcally :

o

ra

empty and hr walts for another. (RNS]
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