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Value Seen in Controversial Vatican Guidelines 
By Father Joseph Brennan 

Rector of § :; Bernard's Seminary 

O n Oct . ;28,1965. Pope Paul VI 
promulgated the Declarat ion on 

..the Relation o f the Church t o 
Non-Christian Religions, ' a 
d o c u m e n t ' formulated by the 
B'tshops»w|o had. participated ia 
the Second Vat ican Counci l . This 
declarat ion (referred t o by its first 
t w o Latin j/vordS, Nostra Aetate) 
f irst of al l deals br ief ly w i t h non-
Chri-stians |in general, and then 
directs its at tent ion' to the 
Musl ims aipd the Jews. Relatiqns 
w i t h the latter 'are discussed in 11 
relat ively short,paragraphs. Their 
brevi ty, however, d id not keep 
them fronS being highly coh-
tr 'oversiy,- forthis declaration had 
been the subject o f intense 
behind-the-scene debate, much 
Of i t arising f rom the pol i t ical 
tensions between the State o f 
•Israel and the neighboring Arab-
states. 

This document is 
beginning, but it 
exciting new paths to follow,' 

^••fijH*. • ' • i^^*'V^^'=^<*^WW... 

. Page 12 

I 

only a 
up some 

t h e f i i ia 
was not 
wdu ld be 
beginning, 
establishment 
the ' 
and, most 
mission 
w i t h the U' 

' Secratariat 

for 

draft; o f Nostra Aetate 
vhat many hoped it 

bu t it was a good 
and it led to the 

by Pope Paul of 
for Non<Ihristians, 

recently; of a corn-
Religious Relations 

ws (22 October, 1974]. 

The recent. Guidelines and 
Sujggestiqfsfor lmp lement ing the 
G o n c i l i a r D e c l a r a t i o n " N o s t r a 
Aetate" w ire issued by this last-
named .cfc mmission _ on Dec. 1, 
1974, and immediately provoked 
a f lurry ©j mixed ^reactions. It is 
imperat ive to read the actual text 
of these gu ide l ines for there is 
much that is valuable in them, 
and whf'ch can not be conri-
mented-6n here. M y purpose is, to 
single out- certkin points wh ich I 

'consider t o ' b e of particular 
signif icance to; Catholics who are 

jnterestec in, ,-the dialogue w i th 
Jews. I : ;ha l i I do this by com­
ment ing j arietly on certain key 
jssues discussed in' the"guidelines, 
and I small add a° few personal 
observat ions'at the end. 

Some (ey Issues Discussed 
the Guidelines In 

The guidelines "condemn" ;a l l 
f o rms jef a n t i - s e m i t i s m and 
discr iminat ion. This language is 
p m e w h a t stropger than that used 
m Nostria Aetajte, wh ich "decries4 ' 
and " fep rbv jes " t h e s e ; ev i ls 
(although earlier versions of 
Nostra Aeta te are said t o have 
been nicre strongly worded).; 

The 1 guidelines clearly 
enunciate the need for dialogue 
w i t h Judaism, and indicate that 
th is ( jannot be ,a mere 
monologue, but must be based on 
respect jfor the other "as he is." 
Catholics must recognize that 
Judaismj did not "end \Jvi±h -the, 
destruction of the Temple, but 
went <on to develop a religious 
tradit ion rich in value. This 
acknowledgment of the reality 
and v i t a l i t y o f p o s t - b i b l i c a l 
Judaisjri is a marked advance over 
Nostra j \e tate, even though it is 
still frarhed in cautious and rather 
evasive (terms. , 

The guidelines enunciate in a 
way that Nostra Aetate did not 
the diff icult ies that Jews ex­
per ience 1 w h e n - f a c e d w i t h 
Christianity. These dif f icult ies are 
l i m i t e d t o t w o ( the f i rs t 
theological , the second historical 
and psychological): , 

*Jewigh devot ion to the Divine 
transcendence makes the mystery 
o f the incarnation of the Son of 
God ; i j ncomprehens ib le and 
repugnant; 

*An ' '"unfortunate past" has 
g i ven j r ise t o " w i d e s p r e a d 
s u s p i c i o n " c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
honesty of mot ivat ion in the 
partners to the dialogue. 

Tt is good to see this at­
tempt to state more clearly 
and openly the obstacles to 
dialogue, but i t wou ld have 

. been! helpful to describe in 
! somewhat greater detail the 

theological dif f icult ies, and 
it wou ld have been truly 
re f resh ing . had t h e 
Guidelines been less bland 
and n o n - c o m m i t t a l ' in 
desc r i b i ng the h i s to r i ca l 
obstacle. Nineteen centuries 

i of Christian anti-Semitism, 
\ culminat ing in the holocaust 

of tljie 1930's and 1940's is 
• n o t ! ve ry c o n v i n c i n g l y 
• described by a n a t l i s i o n to 
. ^n "Junfortunate pasjt." 

The'guidel ines call for " c o m ­
mon meeting in the presence 
"of God, in prayer and silent 

meditat ion," something Nostra.'; reason, an ijn 
Aetate d id not* ment ion. This ; to do justice to 
suggestion was interpreted by presenting the 
some as recommending joint Jesus and His f 
l i t u rg i ca l serv ices, s o m e t h i n g 
many Jews could not accept. The 
text 'of the guidelines is nuanced 
here and clearly. means,.to suggest 
that Catholics and Jews should 
undertake prayer in common 
only in circumstances considered 
appropriate by the menhbers of 
both tradit ions. I 

mense responsibility 
historical t ruth in 
world in which 

rst fol lowers l ived. 

any consultat ion ..with Jewish 
'H scholars and leaders. If kuch 

dialogue had been, conducted 
before the f inal version ofj the 

"^Guidelines, i t might have been 
possible to el iminate some of the 
infelicities and insensitivities in 
the text, and to clarify some of 

t he passages w h i c h Jeyvish 
readers would be'most incl ined to 

The. guidelines indicate that 
s p ^ t a l care must be- taken in 
homil ies, in the classroom, and in 
Bible translations, to see to it that 
anti-semitism and prejudice is not 
fostered by the way in which 
Chr is t ian t r u t h is p resen ted . 
Nostra Aetate dealt w i th this 
problem in a less specific and 
practical way. The translation of 
the l i turgical formularies into 
English, a n d t h e new catechetical 
methods have made everyone 
more conscious of this problem. 
It is not clear in the guidelines 
what - steps may be taken w i th 
regard to the texts of the New 
Testament which have often led 
to such regrettable attitudes.~This 
wi l l undoubtedly come w i th t ime. 

Also signif icant is the in­
sistence that the O ld Testament 
jn.ust not be thought of as' a 
"rel igion of only justice, fear, and 
legalism, w i th no appeal to the 
love of God and neighbor." This 
inc red ib ly tenacious perversion 
of the O ld Te | lament message is 
heard even tc day f rom peopie 
w h o should kn DW better, but who 
i n s t i n c t i v e l y fa l l back on 
th readbare c l i ches and 
stereotypes when describing the 
supposed discont inui ty between 
the Old Testament's "God of 
Justice" and the New Testament's 
" G o d of Love " 

It might have be_en.helpful 
if the guidelines had['pointed 

i out the urpfairness of ex-
- t o l l i n g CHr is t ia&i ty e Vover 
Judaism by emphasizing the 
beauty and :ranscendence of 
the Christian theory over 
against the poverty of Jewish 
practice. 

misunderstand. 
Whi le the guidelines ark in­

t ended t o be pastora-l and 
practical in their content, they do 
t o u c h upon a number of 
theological issues. Some of jthese 
might have been dealt w i th jmore 
clearly and at greater lejngth, 
since in their present Hghly 
abbreviated form they barely hint 
at ce r ta in p rob lems and 
suggestions, wi thout p ro \ id ing 
much in the way of the specific 
direction to be {ol lowed. 

In' the l ight of the "unfor tbna 
past" and the strong feel in, 
which contemporary Jews h 
about the cont inuing existence of 
the State of Israel,, i f i s / un 
fortunate that the guideline 
not in some way attei 
impress on Catholics the 
l ink between the Jewis' 
and the Land of Israel 
l iterally impossible to undetstand 

post-
and 

O f particular significance to 
me was the Guidelines' reference 
to the fact that "Judaism in the 
t ime of Christ and the Apostles 
was a complex reality, embracing may want to 
many different trends, many 
spiritual, religious, social and 
cultural values."! It wou ld have 
been helpful if this point could 
have been, developed, at greater _ 
length. At issue is the fact that 
the New, Testament is writ ten 
f rom a pdlernicalj point of view as 
far as Judaism i$ concerned, and 
that it tends to f latten out the rich 
variety and complexi ty of Jewish 
l ife during the t fme of Jesus and 
of the early Chuijch. The >Jews are 
presented for the most part ' in an 

.unflattering l ight, as " t hem" , 
whi le " w e " are| presented more 
s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y . The ca re fu l 
modern readeij j o f the New 
Testament is mpiie aware of the 
richness and vi tal i ty of Judaism in 
the first . century than were •> 
Christian readers of previous - It is un 
generations, and we have, for that guidelines 

The ' guidelines take a very 
i n te res t i ng step w h e n they 
recommend that "Higher 
stitutions of Catholic Research, in 
association if possible w i th other 
s im i la r C h r i s t i a n - i n s t i t u t i o n s " 

Jewish S tud ies " and 
establish "chairs of 

t o 
i th Jewish scholars collaborate w 

The " C o n c l u s i o n " o f t he 
Guidelines makes a provocative 

t states that s ince. point when 
Judaism is so| inextricably bound 
up. w i th Ch 
perative for 
derstand the 
they are to 
sensp the My 
the Church 
Judaism is 
ecumenical 
consti tut ive 

istiamty, it is eijn-
Christians jto' un-

Mystery of Israel, if 
understand in apy 
;tery of Christ and ]of 
hus a knowledge p f 

n o t s imp l y an 
mperative, but is a 
part of Christian 

teaching, preaching, and sdf-
undersjtandirg. 

Some Personal Observations 

fortunate • that these 
were drawn up wi thout 

Auburn Parish Works 
Alleviate World Hunger 

the O ld Testament, of tHe 
bibl ical Jewish theologica 
devotional w r i t i ngs /o r to | enter 
into a meaningful d ia logu^ wi th 
contemporary Judaism, wi thout 
an awareness of p i s inner.bond. 
It is true that the/State of Israel is 
a political reality, and indeed a 
controversial one, but i t is not for 
that reason any less a religious 
reality, and the failure to deal 
w i th its implications in these 
Gu ide l ines ser ious ly weakens 
their effectiveness, and even their 
credibi l i ty, at least as far as Jews 
are concerned. 

Jewish people in general, feel 
that the Church has . hedged 
consistently about the State of 

.Israel, and that our off ic ial 
Church p o l i c y and Church 
agencies have in fact favored the 
Arab cause. Whether this is true 
or not can be debated, but the 
publication of these guidelines at 
this particular t ime of crisis for 
the Jewish People seems to 
suggest that Catholics are being 
invited now, more than ever, to 
enter into a loving.dialogue w i th 
their Jewish brothers and [sisters. 
This document is admittedly only 
a beginning, but it opens up some 
exciting new paths to fol low. It 
w i l l - be up to us whether we 
ignore this inv i tat ion, or accept it 
enthusiastically. 

/ x 

RY ANN GINNERTY 

' "Every one } should i be con­
cerned1 v/ithi World hunger, in this 
country and aWoad as Christ'tells 

. us t o feed t h ^ hungry," said Mrs. 
Kathy fox , chairperson of the 

j Human Development Committee* 
v of St. A phonsus, recent sponsor 
of a sharing supper attended by 

« more than 200 parishioners. 

• "The purpose of the sharing 
supper! was. t w o f o l d , as a way to 
help the hungry and to increase 
our awcireness of t h e problem in 
the world.' The money col lected 
w i l l either ; g o ' to a direct 
assistance program or wi l l be 
co r i t r i ' b j ted I to an ' agency wi th 
long range goals such'as Bread for 
the W o r l d / ' ishe said'. ! 

' Thejsharin'g supper is one event 
i r - an overall plan t o raise 
pa r i sh onen consc iousness o f " 
some SJof the social problems 
wi th in ! and . beyond the parish 
boundar ies : , e x p l a i n e d Father 
Robert Ricei, associate pastor. It, 
also serves! t o ident i fy such 
problems as specif ic concerns for 
Christ ian act ion in l ight of the 
gospeilfof Jesus^as a social gospel. 

In December, . food, money and 
y'. ' "' • >''• Ife 

gifts were col lected for local 
distr ibut ion. Other projects wTll 
include a. meatless cookbook, a 
program on how to' raise gardens 
and c a n r y n g m e t h o d s . Each 
undertaking is practical in nature 
and provides an opportuni ty for 

; parishioners to come together in 
: a spirit and sign of Christian unity 

; of purpose. 

\ 
Father Rice expressed pleasure 

at the number attending the 
supper.He feels there are people 

/ w i l l ing to become more involved 
in parish centered activi ty, so a 

•' varietjv of avenues need t o be 
; opened such as part icipat ion in 

the l i furgy or for others, i t might 
be planning a parish event or the 
social act ion aspect of concern.^ 

. T h e problem of wor ld hunger, 
he pciinted out , was the common 
concern, and the, l i turgy was 
formed around the community. 
supper. It is the pturgy that is the 
crux j for bui ld ing communi ty 
response and the increasing aim 
f o r [ p a r t i c i p a t i o n by larger 
segment of~theparish ; he said. . 

' , ' * - ' • 

" T r e beauti ful part of the 
H u m a n D e v e l o p m e n t C o m ­
mit tee work is that i t is coming . 
f rom thel people and not f rom the 
ini t iat ion by parish staff. I t is a 
true call of the communi ty and 

bui ld ing of communal spirit of 
the Christian way of l i fe." he said. 

Alcoholism 

Coming — The Conj ing Area 
Council on Alcohol ism [wil l hold 
its annual dinner oh Thursday, 
Apri l 24, at' thej- Lodgj? on the 
Green in Painted Post.. Guest 
speaker wi l l be Dpvid N. Bates of 
B a l t i m o r e C o u p t y , M a r y l a n d , 
where he is. a member of the 

, Board of Higher itducait jon Loan 
Corporation, having been: ap­
po in ted to that posit ion by the 
governor. 

In 1969, Bates developed in­
terest in the f ie ld of alcoholism 
and since that t ime has served as 
a member of the board of 
directors and guest lec turer 'a t 
H i d d e n b r o o k , ; a p r i va te 
alcoholism center i n , Harford 
C o u n t y , M a r y l a n d , and at 
M o u n t a i n M a n o r , a • p r i va te 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . cen te r fo r 
alcoholics in Frederick County, 
Maryland. He;is the co-founder, 
member of thej board of directors 
and attorney for the Pilot House 
in Balt imore County, Ma-yland, 
an institution1 funded by the. 
Maryland Division of Alqohol ic 
Control. j 

Waiting for Food 

T h e W o r l d 
chi ld deals 
w i t h how 
world 's h 
his next 

Conference in [Rome dea l t w i t h words. This Af r ican 
w i t h hunger. The Food Conference was concerned 

m u c h and f r o m [whom food should c o m e t o f e e d the 
jngry. This child is concerned with when he will eat 

m e a l . A t in can vrhichsorice h e l d emergency rat ions is 
e m p t y a n d he wai ts for another . (RNSJ 
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