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PASTQFIAL

[For the bert;efnt of all who were unable to
attend the specml liturgical celebration at
Sacred Heart Cathedral on Tuesday, April 15,
during thie Spring meetlng
of the Bishops of New
York Stite, 1 -share my

messag through this
column
For me, |t is both an

honor anid a pleasure that
we .shopild - gather here
to.day fot -this celebration.
‘It'is an onor because we |
welcome to our diocese
and to| our Cathedral
Church Il of the Bishops
of 'New | York State who

\ have come to Rochester |
for the Region I meetlng of the National |
Bishops. Please |
ear brother bishops, that we of

ROCheSter re peltghted tha you are here and !

my invitation is
rsonally. Truly we

e Church of New
Is us that the Lord

isin our tmdst Let us worship and praise him
forever. y

L \ . .
_The Bishops’ meeting here in Rochester
this week is of a serious nature. In discussing
a Catechetical Directory| for the United

- States, we are attempting to provide’modern

vet. doctrinally sound guidélines for tEaChmg
our faith.” We hope to produce a document
that will prove useful to parents, catechists
and .writers and publishefs of catechetic\al\
texts — in short, all Cathalics who have the
responsibility for religious education in the

United- States. | think | you will agree,

therefore that this is seripus business

It is made. even more serious because of
. the difficult time in which we live. Teaching
our faith has never been easy, but today it is
an even more complex task. Our time has
beeh called by some the post—Chnstnan age.
Ourlday has seen (and will continue to see)
few.ér and fewerCatholic schools. This results
and( more. com-
prehensive structures for our religious
educatlon It has taken a decling in religious
vocations to show us [that- parents and
Christian laypersons must have primary

1
responsibility for religious education. Buit
these people must be prgperly’ prepared for.
that| task. We have rediscqveredithe fact that
Christian learning is not or?ly for ichild'ren, but
espzually for adults. Frog birth to death, all

Christians must grow in the knowledge and _
lové of Cod. But here again we must switch,’
,geags and find new and effective structures.
hat we have on our hands today is a real
crisis — a crisis which denfands that all falth~
ful |Christian people —| and the faithful-
[eaders of Christian people — face the
challenges of the day and risk much to deal

them.

wit]

| find it interesting that all three readings
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You Are Sent, Dear FrlendsV

chosen for today’s Eucharnstlc hturgy cbme
from situations of crisis, situations of crisis

" that have been faced Suctessfully by our .

forefathers in the faith.

Look at the Old Testament reading, for
example. The Hebrews had been taken into

. exile.'They had been without thFlr Temple
and without their covenant for

nearly 50
In fact they were becoming quite

years.
land; the whole

comfortable in an .alien

‘Hebrew tradition was in danger of being lost; "
. perhaps

newspaper might-have called it/ the -post-
.Hebrew age; But the prophet known to us as

some writer in a Babylonian

Second lsaiah heard the voice of God and
cried out: “Hark! Your watchmen raise a cry,
together they 'shout for joy. For they see
directly before their eyes, the Lord, restoring
Zion. Break out together in song, O ruins of
Jerusalem! For the Lord comforts his people.
He redeems Jerusalem!” There was no crisis
of leadership here. The trumpet - ‘made a

' certain sound, and’ manv fO”OWQd

Look at Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Another .crisis — this time for the early
Christian Church. Many  of the early
Christians were Jewish by birth and many of
their friends and family were still Jews. Why
had some not heard the message of Christ?
Should the early Christians relate in some
way to their Jewish neighbors? How do you

live in a pluralistic society? Paul is not afraid
{0 wrestlie with this difficult problem. He

gives his theological /opinion that even
though they had hear the word,-some had

put more emphasis on' the works of the. law
than on faith in Christ./Faith, Paul argues, and

faith alone leads to salvatlon Here is a good
.example of a theologl’cal difficulty met with a
confident statement of theology. What could

- havé been a crisis was averted because there
“*was no crisis of leadership. .

s’ prayer at the Last Supper — certainly a
darkhour for Jesus and for his timid apostles.
fesus knew that on that first Good Friday; ali

\{inallv we hear john’s presentation of
J

could be lost. If the Apostles lost faith, if they

refused to expérience and believe in the
Resurrectioh, then all of Jesus” work was for
nothing. And so he turns in confidence to his
heavenly Father: “As you have sent me into
the world, so | have sent them into the world.
Consecrate them by means of truth.” We
know that the prayer was answered. There

was an Easter and a Pentecost and there is a,

record of the Acts of the Apostles.

* And to /ay? Certainly .all- of you sitting
here have jexperienced the crisis today. You
know that more and more "people find it
difficult to say that Jesus is Lord; there is
much confusion and more frustration; much
alienation and little trust; much bigness and
_less . personal - care. Love and
generoys service are often' missing from a
‘world filled with hiate, with poverty, with war
and suffering. The question is not “ls there a
‘crisis?/’ The question must be; “How shall-we
meet/it?” ‘ .

et me assure you, immediately, that no
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“ dynamic. But our job is to listen.
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crisis will ever be sélved by a document dlone.  ~

No bishop in th# Church ‘today is naive
enough to think that a Catechetica} Directory
will be| the answer. No official prgclamation
can

Christian begins to take his of- her |role"

" serioudly: “How can they believe unlessithey -

have heard of Him? And how can they jhear.
unless|there is someone to preachf Andjhow
can meén preach unless they are sent? You are
ser‘.}‘, dear friends, you are sent! | 1

Gad has called everyone of up to be his
discip|e. He has said to us “Go you therefore,
and teach all nations!” This.command fis for
each. pf us. But it is not: given without the
necessary help to carry it out. When; God
speaks, his word is immediately pgwerful and
HoWw dit-
ficultlit is to really. listen, to tune|in tojwhat
God has to say! And so often he speaks in the
“still small voice” which can be jammed out
by the static of modefn noise! But we! must
persist because from hearing cames [faith!
And When we profess our faith, the Church
consecrates us with the sacraments of

~ baptism and confirmation. We areg sentfforth._

Our mission is to, shine forth our light'in full
confidence. It was Frank Sheed who said that
a true Christian must have resgnance He
must|be so jn-touch with his God-that he is
capable (like a fine violin) of prot ucmg pure’
and Ftrm sounds of faith. v

thmk you are now beginning to see what
itis -+ or rather whao itiis — that will meet the
presant crisis. If the present ganeration is
ever [to know of God — that is, |if tth are
.everito really experience him — it will be
because faithful Christian men dnd women-
have stopped to listen to~Gpd’s quuet word
and |have made it their own in |prayér and
teflection. When these persons teach ilt will
be |immediately = evident that| they are
authentic, that they are the real thmg} They

will [speak: with their lives and nbt just with
thei tongues. They will give -flesh and| blood
to the Word of Cod -

Such pérsons’ could never say te their
bIShOpS “This is your problem.” Bishops
could never say lto such persons: “{ don’t
need you.” In facit it is for such jpeople that
we lmshops are working so hard t¢ proiduce a
useful teaching tool. It will be this kind of
team leadership tzhat will nndeec{ avert, with
God"s help, our modern crisis. | -

And' how wi[l we know that we are
moving in the rlght way toward jpsus who is
the Way? The sign will be_joy: The joy that
comes to'those who hear the megsagewill be
ours. And in hsteqmg to that message we will
find ' ourselves sent!to share.olir joy with

Break into shouts of joy togeth<=r’

How beautifll are the ones who are sent

to bring good news .

to bring happiness .
to proclaim “salvation. g
Break into shouts|of joy 'togethér!
For_ in this way alllthe ends of the earth
shiall see the salvation of our God.
How beautiful aHe the ones V\ho are
séant‘ :
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