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[For t he bene f i t of a l l wh 
a t t end the specia l l i tu rg ica l ce lebra t ion at 

You Are Sent, Dear 
o were unable to 

Sacred Hear t Cathedra l on 
during th 
of the 

uesdav, Ap r i l 15, 
e Spring meet ing 

Bishops of New 
York State, I share my 
message, t h r o u g h t h i s 
c o l u m n . 

For me , i t is bo th an 
honor arid a pleasure tha t 
we .should gather here 
today f o r this ce lebra t ion . 
'It-Cs an honor because we 
w e l c o m e to our diocese 
and t o our .Cathedral 
Church al l o f the Bishops 
of "New York State w h o 
have come to Rochester 

II mee t ing of t he Na t i ona l 
Catho l ic Bishops. Please 

?ar brother bishops, that we of 
Rochester are de l igh ted tha t you are here and 
are inspjrecTby your presen ;e . W e consider i t 
a great grace A l t is also a pleasure for me to 
see so many peoiple o f Goc 
w i t h us. Your response tc 
most encourag ing tome personal ly . Tru ly w e 
have gathered- h e r e \ i s th ? Church of New 
York State. A n d our fa i th te 
is in our rhidst. Let us worsh ip and praise h i m 
forever. 

chosen for today 's Ei icharist ic l i turgy c o m e 
f rom s i tuat ions of cr isis, s i tuat ions of crisis 
that have been faced successful ly by our 
forefathers in t he fa i t h . 

Look at the O l d Testament read ing, for 
example. The Hebrews had been taken i n to 
.exile. "They had been w i t h o u t the i r Temp le 
and .wi thout the i r covenant f o r near ly 50 
years. In fac t they were b e c o m i n g q u i t e 
comfo r tab le in an • a l ien land ; trre w h o l e 
Hebrew t rad i t i on was in danger o f b/eing l os t ; ' 
perhaps some wr i ter in a Baby lon ian 
newspaper m i g h t - h a v e ca l led i t / t h e post-

fb r ft\e 
Confe 

know 

here t o ce lebrate 
my inv f ta t ion is 

The Bishops ' mee t ing nere in Rochester 
this week' is of a serious nafure.ln discussing 
a Catechetical Directory for the united 
States, we are a t temp t ing to p r o v i d e ^ ' m o d e m 
y e t d o c t r i n a l l y sound guidel ines for teach ing 
our f a i t h . " W e hope to produce ia docurnen t 
tha t w i l l p rove useful to parents, catechists 
and wr i ters and publ ishers o f ca techet ica l 
texts — in shor t , a l l Cathol ics w h o have t h e \ 
respons ib i l i t y for rel igious educat ion in the 

United- States. I think you will agree, : 
there fo re , t ha t th is is seriaus business. 

\i is made, even more serious because of 
the d i f f i c u l t t i m e in w h i c h w e l ive. Teach ing 
our f a i t h has never been e|asy, bu t today i t is 
an' even more comp lex tksk. Ojur t i m e has 
beerji ca l led by some the post-Christ ian age. 
Our jday has seen (and w i l l con t i nue t o see) 
fewer and f e w e r C a t h o l i c schools. This results 
in aj need to deve lop n e ^ and more c o m ­
prehensive structures lo r oUr re l ig ious 
educa t i on . It has taken a decl ine in rel ig ious 
voca t ions to show us tha t parents and 
Chr is t ian laypersons must have p r imary 
respons ib i l i ty fo r re l ig ious educa t i on . But 
these peop le must be p r o p e r l y prepared for 
tha t task. W e have rediscovered the fac t t ha t 
Chr ist ian learn ing is not orjily for ch i l d ren , bu t 
especia l ly for adul ts . From b i r t h t o dea th , a l l 
Christ ians mus t grow in the know ledge and „ 

lovt j of C o d . But here a g j i n we must s w i t c f i / 
gears and f i n d new and e f fec t i ve structures. 
W h a t w e have o n our hands today is a real 
crisis - - a crisis w h i c h demands t ha t al l f a i t h ­
f u l I Chr is t ian peop le - and the f a i t h f u l 
leaders Of Chr is t ian peop le — face t h e 
chal lenges of t h e day and risk m u c h to deal 
w i t l i t h e m . 

1 f i n d i t in terest ing tha t aH three readings 

Hebrew age] But the p rophe t k n o w n to us as 
Second Isaiah heard the vo ice of God and 
cr ied ou t : " H a r k ! Your w a t c h m e n raise a cry , 
together they shout for joy . For they see 
d i rec t ly before the i r eyes, t he Lord , restor ing 
Z i o n . Break o u t together in song, O ru ins o f 
Jerusalem! For the Lord comfo r t s his peop le . 
He redeems Jerusa lem!" There was no crisis 
of leadership here. The t r u m p e t made a 
certa in sound , and many f o l l o w e d . 

Look at P aii l 's let ter t o the Romans. 
Ano ther crisis — this t i m e fo r the early 
Chr ist ian Church . M a n y of the early 
Christ ians were Jewish by b i r th and many o f 
the i r f r iends and f a m i l y wgre st i l l Jews. W h y 
had some no t heard the message of Christ? 
Should the ear ly Christ ians relate in some 
way to the i r Jewish neighbors? How do y o u 

live in a pluralistic society? Paul is not afraid 
tO Wrestle w i t h th is d i f f i cu l t p r o b l e m . H e 
gives his theo log ica l J opi in ion that) even 
though they had heard the word, some had 
put more emphasis on/ the works o f the law 
than on fa i th in Ch r i s t /Fa i t h , Paul argues, and 
faith, a lone leads t o sa lva t ion ! Here is a good 

. example o f a theologi 'cal d i f f i cu l t y me t w i t h a 
con f i den t s ta tement o f theo logy . W h a t c o u l d 
have been a crisis was aver ted because there 

"was no crisis of leadership. 

v Finally we hear John's presentation of 
JeSHJS' prayer at the Last Supper — cer ta in ly a 
darR\hour for Jesus and for his t i m i d apost les. 
Jesus k n e w tha t on tha t f i rst G o o d Fr iday, a l l 
c o u l d be lost. If the Apost les lost f a i t h , if t hey 
refused t o exper ience and bel ieve in the 
Resurrect ion, then al l o f Jesus' w o r k was for 
no th ing . A n d So he turns in con f i dence to his 
heavenly Father: "As you have sent me in to 
the w o r l d , so I have sent t h e m in to t he w o r l d . 
Consecrate t h e m by means o f t r u t h . " W e 
know t ha t the prayer was answered. There 
was an Easter and a Pentecost and there is a . 
record o f the Acts o f the Apost les. 

A n d today? Cer ta in ly a l l of y o u s i t t i ng 
here have /exper ienced the crisis today . You 
know tha t more and more people f i n d i t 
d i f f i c u l t t o say t ha t Jesus is Lord ; there is 
m u c h comfusion and more f rus t ra t i on ; m u c h 
a l iena t ion and l i t t le t rust ; m u c h bigness and 
less and , less personal care. Love and 
generous service are o f ten miss ing f r o m a 
w o r l d f i l l ed w i t h hiate, w i t h poverjty, w i t h war 
and suf fer ing . The quest ion is n o t " Is there a 
crisis?/' The question must be: "l iow shall we 
meet/it?" 

let me assure you, immedfatelv, that no 
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crisis w i l l ever be solved by a document alone. 
No b ishop in t^fe Church ' t oda \ 
enough to t h i nk tha t a Catechet ica 
w i l l be 
can 

the answer. N o o f f i c i a l p r o c l a m a t i o n 
ake a den t unless, every fa i 

Chr ist ian begins t o take his o r - h e r 
seriously: " H o w can they bel ieve unless 
have Heard of Him? A n d how can they 
unless there is someone to preach? A n d 
can men preach unless they are sept? YofU are 
serif;, dear f r iends , y o u are sent! 

1 
is n a i v e 

'D i rec to ry 

t h f u l -
r o l e L 

t hey 
hear 
h o w 

C o d has ca l led everyone of u ; to He his 
d isc ip e. He has said ]to us " G o you the re fo re , 
and teach all na t i ons ! " T h i s . c o m n a n d is for 
each sf us. But i t is not- g iven w i t h o u t t h e 
necessary he lp t o carry i t ou t . W h e n G o d 
speak;, his w o r d is immed ia te l y pewerh : I and 
dynanr ic. But our job is to l isten. HO/V dif­
f i cu l t i t is to real ly l is ten, t o tune in t o w h a t 
God Has t o say! A n d so o f ten he speaks n t h e 
"s t i l l smal l voice"5 w h i c h can be j a m m e d o u t 
by the static of modern noise! But we must 
persist because f r o m hear ing comes fa i th. ! 
A n d w.hen w e profess our f a i t h , t he C l u r c h 
consicrates us with the saenmenta of 
baptism and confirmation. We are sentjforth.. 
Our missipn is to. shine fo r th our l ight in f u l l 

dence. It was Frank Sheed w h o sain t h a t 
e Chr ist ian must have resonance He 
be so jn . touch w i t h his Gocl-thatj he is 

and 

con f i 
a t ru 
must 
capaale. ( l ike a f i ne v io l i n ) o f p r o d u c i n g pure 

i rm sounds of- f a i t h . 

1 :hink y o u are now beg inn ing to see w h a t 
i t is - j - or rather w h o it is t ha t w i l l mejet t he 

present crisis. If the present generation is 
ever to know of Cod - that is, if they are 
ever t o real ly exper ience h i m — it w f l l be 
because fa i t h fu l Chr ist ian men end w o m e n 
have s topped to l isten to Gpd's qu ie t w o r d 
and have made i t the i r o w n in prayer and 
re f lec t ion . W h e n these persons teach , i t w i l l 
be immed ia te l y '; ev iden t tha t thew are 
authent ic , t ha t they are the real th ins . They, 

will speak'with their lives and nat just with 
the i j tongues. They w i l l g ive f lesh a n d b l o o d 
t o the W o r d of C o d . 

<iuch persons cou ld never say t© the i r 
b ishpps: "Th is is you r p r o b l e m . " Bjishops 
cou ld never say Jto such persons: "1 d o n ' t 
need y 'ou. " In facjt, i t is for such peorfe that 
we pishops are w o r k i n g so hard to p ropuce a 
useful teach ing t o o l . It w i l l be ;his k i n d of 
team leadership tha t w i l l indeed aveijt, w i t h 
God's he lp , ou r modern crisis. 

And', h o w w i l l we know tha t We are 
m o v i n g in the r ight way t owa rd Jjesus, w h o is 
the Way? The sigln w i l l be._joy. J h e joy t ha t 

will be 
>ve will 

comes to those w h o hear the message 
ours. A n d in l is ten ing t o t ha t mesisage 
f ind. ' ourselves 
others: 

sen t ' to share 

Skc 

.our joy with 

Break in to shouts of joy together ! 
H o w beau t i f u l are the ones w h o are sent 
t o b r ing go dd news 
t o b r ing happiness 
t o p roc la im Sa l va t i on . 

Break into shouts 
For in this way all 
shlall see the sa lvat ion o f ou r G o d . 
H o w beau t i f u l are t he ones v lho 
sent'. 

of joy t o g e t h 
the ends of tHe ear th 

are 

JOIN 

BISHOP HOG AN 
On a Courier-Journal Holy Year Pilgrimage , 

To Rome for the Canonziation 
Joining Bishop Hogan to lead this memorable totir will be 

FATHER MICHAEL C0NB0Y 

Secretary to Bisr/op Hogan 

FATHER LOUIS HOHMAN 

THRU r / # o 
SEPT. 17| * * w 

.00 

OPTIONS 
FULL DAY TiOUR 

OFASSISI 

INCLUDES LUNCH 

DINNER 
EVERY NIGHT 

$ 45 0 0 

(AT THE 
MICHAELANGELO 

HOTEL) 

•Attend the Canonization 

of Mother Sewn 
•An Audience with the 

Holy Father 
• 2 % Day Tours 

of Rome "*" 

a/Visit to the 4 

Pastor. St. Vincents,- Churchville 
Episcopal Advisor 
Courier-Journal 

Major 
Holy 

Basilicas 
.Year Indulgences 

3Z2 

for the 

TourjPrice Includes: 
•Breakfast Daily 
•Alt Transfers From and To 

Fumicino Airport 
•Fight fromj Rochester to 

Kennedy International Airport 
•ALITALIA fans 

Atlantic Flight 
•Accommodations at the • 
Superior Michaelangelo Hotel 

(A 10 minute from St, Peter's) 

FATHER JOSEPH RFJNHART 
Diocesan Director 

Society lorsjbe Propagation 
of the Faith 
- i . - - . . - SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE TO-

FATHER JOHNlROSSE 
Chaplain 

St. Mary's Hospital 
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\ understand a fully descriptive brochure wi l l 
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