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' W E V E T K I E P K 3 K OPENNESS IN OUr? MARRIAGE, 
BUT SO FAR IT'S ONLV I K M X V E P THE 

REFRIGERATOR POOR/" ; 

Editorial 

I Open Letter 
To State's Bishops 

D e a r B i s h o p s , -

W e ! f e d t f ia ,^ ; the m e e t i n g i n R o c h e s t e r l as t w e e k 

o f t h e R e g i o n I I b i s h o p s a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e i r 

e d u c a t i o n staffs prov ided a sp lend id examp le of an 
o p e n and a i ry Church. A s ' y o u k n o w , A m e r i c a n 
bishops- increas ngly have been o p e n i n g the i r 
meet ings t o the) press and the overa l l e f fec t is 
sa lu tary . 

Truie, t he sub jec t mat ter o f this- year's meet ings , 
t h e N a t i o n a l ' C a t e c h e t i c a l D i r e c t o r y , w h i l e o f 
p a r j n t i m p o r t a n c e t o the f u tu re o f the C h u r c h , is 
n o t o n e t h a t : w o u l d have newsmen b a t t e r i n g t he 
d o o r s - d o w n . S t i l l ! i t has i ts c o n t r o v e r s y a n d p r o p h e c y 
o f c h a n g e a n d i t w a s w h o l e s o m e f o r t h e p ress a n d 
t hus t h e p u b l i c t o see the Church in ac t ion on one of 
its nu ts and bo l ts p r o b l e m s . ! W e feel t ha t i t is ad­
van tageous f o r others t o see the Church w i t h its 
sleeves ro l led u p rather than its m inds . 

O f course, in Card ina l Terence Cooke , host 
B ishop Joseph L . H o g a n and al l y o u o the r bishops of 
our state,- outs iders were seeing and hear ing f i ne 
examples, o f Chu rch leadership. ^ In a s imi lar ve in 
som 
bish 

e outs iders we re p leasant ly surpr ised t o f i n d 
ops c o m f o r t a b l e and easy t o ta l k w i t h . M o s t b i g 

people are. 

W e tong h a v e c h a m p i o n e d m o r e o p e n n e s s in t h e 
C t W c h . In M a y of 1973 w e ed i to r i a l i zed on the 
.subject , q u o t i n g the n o w deceased A rchb i shop 
Edward L. H e s t o n , w h o had he lped our sister d iocese 
o f Bu f fa lo ce lebra te its ( '100th anniversary. Ar-
ichbrshop Hes ton , t hen the head of t he Pon t i f i ca l 
iCommiss ion on Socijal C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , said he 
h o p e d f o r a m o r e o p e n ' V a t i c a n 1 " n o t i n s i s t i n g o n 
secrecy and conf ident ia l i t y ) as in t h e pas t : " U n ­
f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e V a t i c a n „has shjown n o signs o f ac­
c e p t i n g thiS adv i ce and has c o n t i n u e d its r o m a n c e 

, w i t h s e c r e c y . W o u l d t h a t i t w o u l d ' f o l l o w t h e l e a d o f 
. o u r A r n e r i c a n b i s h o p s . ' j 

T h e i n h e r e n t t h e m e o f t h e m o v i n g l i t u r g y a t t h e 

Ca thedra l , y o u ' l l remember , was spreading t h e G o o d 
JNews. Na tu ra l l y t h a t is a sub jec t c lose t o any 
d iocesan newspaper 's heart . So may w e no te t ha t the 
dj iocesan papers o f N e w York State, i nd i v i dua l l y and 
c o l l e c t i v e l y , are a m o n g t h e b e k in N o r t h Amer i ca . 

; You b ishops deserve c red i t fo r th is and i t is ou r hope 
tha t y o u w i l l be ever m i n d f u l o f t h e i m p o r t a n t ro le 
y d u r d iocesan newspapers p lay in t r a n s m i t t i n g t he 
G o o d News. I , 

Plaudits 
A n d d iscuss ion o f t he Region II m e e t i n g w o u l d 

no t -be c o m p l e t e w i t h o u t m e n t i o n o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
j o b p e r f o r m e d by our educa t i on d e p a r t m e n t and 
o t h e r d iocesan of f ices and t he staff a t t h e Cathedra l 
l ay ing t h e g r o u n d w o r k fo r t h e c o n v o c a t i o n , / . ! 
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Opinion 
U.S. Policy 
Victimizes Viets 
fEditor: 

The current situation in South 
Vietnam is appalling. The 
slaughter of the innocents is 
taking .place with little concern 
on the part of our Congress. 
Individuals such as Bella Abzug, 
Michael Harrington and Ronald 
V. Dellums have openly ex­
pressed their wishes for a* total 
v ic tory^ by N o r t h V i e t n a m . 
Despite the lack of interest on the 
part of many Americans; events 
in southeast Asia w j l l have 
serious repercussions throughout 
the wor ld . The honor and in­
tegrity, as wel l as the credibi l i ty 
of the United States in foreign 
affairs wi l l .be impaired. 

The United States and Great 
Br i t a i n gave eas te rn Eu rope t o t h e 

Soviet Union at the end of Wor ld 
War II w i th the hope that 
c o m m u n i s m w o u l d coex is t 
peacefully with democracies. It 
has been demonstrated t ime and 
time igain that this has not been 
SO ancl that the wor ld cannot be 
"half slave and half free." 

We should send our donations 
to relief agencies to give the most 
basic relief t o the people of South 
Vietnam. Our prayers are also 
n e e d e d t o g i v e t h e m , sp i r i t ua l 

. support. 

It is w i th great sorrow that we 
witness the tortures imposed 
upon the people of Vietnam,^the 
vict ims of an i l logical American 
foreign pol icy. 

Richard J. Brzustowicz, M.D. 
909 W: Main Street 

Rochester, New York 14611 

Emphatic Wo' 
To ERA 
Editor: 

I agree w i th the professed> 
objectives of some ofi the prq-hRA 
advocates They wish sincerely to 
abolish existing unreasonable 
discriminations against women. 
Divorced women for instance 
should he- able t o ' secure w F -
tgage loans. S ingle and or 
separated women should be able 
to buy houses as wel l and 'as 
easily as divorced, single and, or 
separated men. Insurance, too, 
should be available to women as 
easily as it is to men. 

But specific discriminations 
can and should be met wi th 
t h o u g h t f u l and spec i f i c • 
legislation at the proper level of 
government 

A c t o r d i n g t o numerous 
< onstitU|tional lawyers, including* 
hut not limited to the 18 men and 
women iwhose statement, against 
ratification of the rRA was 

B i s h o p Joseph L. H o g a n 

! P r e s i d e n t 
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presented to }the U.S. Senate in 
March 1972 (available f rom any 
U.S. Senator's of f ice, as Vo l . 118 
No. 42 including ajll ejxhibits and 
a p p e n d i c e s ) t h e r e is c o n s i d e r a b l e 
evidence that We ERA could 
result in inval idation of numerous 
existing laws whiqh now protect 
women only. j . 

The rape laws! for instance -
statutory rape I > and statutory 
rape II - the laws pertaining to 
sodomy, adultery, prostitution 
and pimping, the I Mann Act and 
others . . -according to the 
attorneys these laws would have' 
to be changed tb include both 
sexes, or be invalidated.' 

By the same to 
m a r r i a g e , 
' he te rosexua l , 
wou ld ' have to 
cover a l l , or be 

ken, the laws on 
l o m o s e x u a l , 
ranves t i t e — 
be changed to 
nvalidated. 

include! both\sexes, or be in 
validated. \ . 

The attorney? stressed also tha: 
at the'state or^ federal level, any 
sweeping ERA "would transform 
every prjovfeion of law concerhin 

. women into a constitutional issu 
to be ultimately resolved oyxthj; 
Supreme Court of the United 
States (or the ruling individual 
state.)" An ERA whether state dr N 

federa l w o u l d necessi ta t 
countlqss legislative .changes;at 
the supreme court level ' 

I agree wi th Sen. Sam Ervin 
when I he asked himself the 
rhetorical question, "Is ,a con­
stitutional amendment requirep 
in ord|er to abolish unfair or 
unreasonable Legal distinctions 
be tween t h e ' - r ights and 
respons ib i l i t i es of men ar 
womerj? I submit the answer is 
emphatic NO. " 

The laws protecting women in 
any area of sociiety or industry 
would; have to be changed to 

.Mrs. Thomas H. Murpr y 
91 Westland Avenije 
Rochester, New York 
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The 
Church 1975 

Fr. 
Anareub Greeley I 

I miss Gregorian chants. 

I miss them; so much that I 
have a couple of .albums of 
records that 1 play often. Ij am 
told these albums sell very wel l . 
Banished f rom church, the chant 
is prospering in the record stores. 

1 am disturbed that we wi l l 
shortly have a whole generation 
of clergy who know nothing 
about chant, who wi l l not have 
fallen asleep at night in their 
seminary days w i th the melodies 
of "Alma Redemptoris Mater", or 
"Ave Regina Caelorum" echoing 
in their heads. 

What wi l l such clergy say when 
the laity of the future asks them 
what ever happened to the 
Gregorian chant? ^ 

They wi l l reply doubtless, 
"Gregorian W H O " 

I do not feel nostalgic about 
chant. Catholic nostalgia (a la 
Wi l f r id Sheed's "Three Mobs," 
Garry W i l l s , '.'Bare Ru ined 
Choirs," Caryl Rivers 'Aphrodite 
at M i d - C e n t u r y , " and M h n 
Powers' "The Last Catholic in 
America") laments for the dear, 
dead past. Plainsong is not dead. 
It is a glorious musical tradition 
which wit l be studied, listened to 
and appreciated as long as 
Huropean m u s i c is k n o w n t o 
huniankind. The Church may 
have abandoned it , but that does 
not mean chant is worthless; it 

.means only that American 
C-athoI ic ism has o n c e again^ a n d 
characteristically thrown out the 
baby wi th the bath. 

We entered the ecumenical 
age w i th counter-Reformation 
mentalit ies. Change meant , to 
exclude not include, i t meant to 
reject not to accumulate, it 
meant to repudiate 'not to 

' combine. If; you were going to 
have a new l i turgy, you had to get 
rid of as much pf the old as 
possible. If there were to be folk 
music arid guitars at Mass, there 
cOiitd be no plainsong, if you 
were going to have an English 
l i turgy, then every last bi t o f 
Latin had to be extirpated. 

How very Protestant of us. 
! 

There is rio reason * on Cod'sj 
earth why you cannot have chantl 
and gospel! music .side by sideJ 
When Bobby V in ton can sing part 

or the latest Country and Western 
favorite in!Pol ish, we should be 
ab le . to have an English l i turgy 
w i th Latin hymns. Why can't we 
have Latin hymns aFMass? When1 

the Latin liturgy first camfe into 
ex is tence i t r e t a i n e d t h e G r p e k p f 

the Kyrie. 

raht It is part of the exubera 
genius of Catholic Christianity jto 
pull everything together, pot to 
exclude and fragment. Jarrjes 
Joyce' said t ha t C a t h o l i c i s m 
means! "here comes everybody!" 
It alsoishould mean; "and they're 

bringing everything!" 

W e ' may not have enough 

musical talent just now to write 
n e w m u s i c i n p i a i n s o n g . S o m e o f 
the o lder - mus ic admi ts Of 
t r a n s l a t i o n , bUt t h e ' A v e M a r i s 
S te l l a " a n d t h e " I n Parad isu rn , " 
for example, probably do not. So 
sing them in Latin. It's a nice 
language and it won't hurt vou. 

The1 past resistance to chant is' 
understandable We were unsure 
of the permanence of l i turg cal 
reform Diocesan church music 
commissions were often hotbeds 
of creepy reaction. To 

ly th lng nice about, the 
liturgy seemed like giv 
some th ing away to 

say 

old 
m g 

the 
traditionalists and other 
hyperconservative groups. But 
now that we know the new liturgy 
is overwhelmingly accepted,| we 
can go back to the o ld and sejlect 
f rom it whatever we need or 
might want to use. 

Chant is not beautiful because 
it is d id . It is beautiful because it 
is beautiful. We return to it not 
because we are sen t imen ta l 
about a dead past but because we 
admife a vital t radi t ion which can 
contr ibute to our own growth in 
worship in the present and is part 
of th(^ heritage we wish to pass on 
the future. 

We have moved from un­
crit ical acceptance of the, o ld 
traditions to uncrit ical rejection 
of them, from barbarism to 
decadence without ever pajsing 
at civilization. The result is 
' dera t ion theology, •; tongue 

tel 
speak ing, p r i n c i p l e d a n t i -

ectualism, confrontation 
p o p 
ch is 

and 
the 

in 
p s e u d o - s i n c e r i t y , 
psychology, and. music wh 
simultaneously unsingable 
w o r t -i I ess ( w i t h o r w i thou ; t 
omn present guitar) 

W[iat a sad, rigid, crude, ugly 
narrowness for the heirs of the 
richest religio-cultural t radi t ion 
the wor ld has ever known 

We might ponder the tr ought 
. thatjthey w i l l be singing the "Ave 
Maris Stella" long after thfev have 
forgotten about Carry Wil is and 
l iberation theology. And th ?y w i l l 
wr i te us off as the uncult ivated 
boors that we reallv are. 

Letters intended fo r 
publication must be add essed 
to| Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 
14604. 

, They should be I no longer 
than .1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, w i th names 

paper arid addresses. The 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters 


