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NCD Discussion Significant in Itself 

process w a s 
a s a m a j o r 

D rectory. 
s e e n 
a c h i e v e m e n t 

After abc u t f o u r h o u r s of g r o u p , 
seussion-, Fattier V i n c e n t Novak , 

SLof F o r d h a m o b s e r v e d t h a t " t h e 
3ss | r a i s i rg go ing on ; 

p r o v e t o b e more 1 

t h a t t h e d o c u m e n t 

T Sister Trieresa Kiane of. t h e 
d e a d e r s h i 3 C o n f e r e n c e of 
W o m e n Rel ig ioujs s t r e s s e d 
' p r o c e s s " du r ing thej o p e n forum 
t h a t fol lowed' t h e ] l a s t of t h p 
I r o u p r epor t s . ' -, . 

" I t s hou ld ibe s t a t e d , in t h e 
d i rec tory ," she! said, , " t h a t it was 
d o n e in :onsjultation wi th t h e 
p e o p l e of t h e | Un i t ed S ta t e s . " ' 

* Al te ra t ions j in t(ne t e n t a t i v e 
d o c u m e n t weije sugges ted in t h e 
m e e t i n g s of-1 six g roups . Each 
j ; r bup h a c , roughly , f i ve .b i shops 
— ord ina - i e s l a n d auxil iar ies — 

a n d n i n e o t h e r p e o p l e , m o s t of 
i h e m a c t i v e in a formal w a y in 
h e religious] e d u c a t i o n field. 
: ach g r o u p m e t t h ree , t i m e s , after 
: a t h e r ^ I f r e d M c B r i d e i i a d 
spoken o n o n e o r a n o t h e r a s p e c t 
3f t h e prpposjed d i rec to ry . 

T h e Courier-Journal fo l lowed 
the group jihaired by Sister 
Michae l Lappetito-, d i r ec to r of 
r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n f o r '• t h e 
D i o c e s e of Roches te r . Repor ts 
b a c k t o t h e w h o l e a s sembly 
(indicated t h a t ' m a n y of t h e 
c o n c e r n s v o i c e d w e r e t h e s a m e in 
all of thej 
selected 1 a t r; 

g r o u p s . S'ome opin ions , 
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m o r e 
t h e Ca tho l 
f o u n d e d 
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Continued from Page i 
as sembl / a s h e o p e n e d 

meetine-Tuesday morning. • 

• "The 
unlike 
e d u c a t i 
t o t r a n s m i t 
br ing 
Chris t 
f o rma t idn 
its p u r p s s e 

ndom, follow. 

is laus •' Brzaha of 
"There shou ld b e a 

c o u r a g e o u s asser t ion t h a t 
Church is t h e Church 
Jesus C h r i s t / ' i 

Thomas Gallagher, 
s j p e x i f r t e n d e n t v o f 

schools in t h e Rockyil le C e n t r e 
d ioce se ; "There a r e a l iena t ing , 
po lar iz ing effects bui l t in to th is 
d o c u m e n t . " \ "" 

F a t h e r J a m e s M a r v i n of 
Roches ter , in reply : ."Our parish 
s tudy cer ta in ly conf i rms t h a t . On 
t h e 'parish level , w e c o u l d n ' t u s e 
th i s d i rec tory ." • 

Wil l iam T o o m e y of Albany, a 
m e m b e r of t h e N a t i o n a l Advisory 
C o m m i t t e e : " W h a t e v e r w e m a k e 
of it, t h e d i rec tory c a n n o t b e a 
p a n a c e a . " » 

Bishop David C u n n i n g h a m of 
S y r a c u s e : ' " F a t h e r M c B r i d e ' s 
explanations of the tensions and 
polar i t ies t h a t exist , arjd t h a t a r e 
ref lected in t h e d o c u m e n t — 
co u l d t h e s e exp lana t ions b e 
wri t ten i n to i t?" 

Father V i n c e n t Novak , d i rec tor 
. of Fordham' s .Graduate Ins t i tu te 

of Religious Education and 
Ministry, and o n e of t h e wri ters of 
The Lord a n d King series for h igh 
schoo l s t u d e n t s : "This n e e d s a n 
e n o r m o u s overhau l t o m a k e it a 
pract ical gu ide l ine , b u t it's a first 
draft , af ter a l l . " 

B i s h o p B r z a n a : " O n g o i n g 
reve la t ion , in t h e m i n d s of m a n y , 
r a i s e s e x p e c t a t i o n s of n e w 
t r u t h s . " , ' ' . - . ' : j 

S i s t e r M i c h a e l ^ r e s p o n d i n g : 
"Pr iva te reve la t ion?" 

Father Novak: "Talk of child-
c e n t e r e d o r * a d u l t c e n t e r e d 
e d u c a t i o n — t h e versus , e i t h e r / o r 
a p p r o a c h ,— c r e a t e s a false 
p rob l em. W h a t w e a r e d o i n g is 

• seeking b a l a n c e . " 

x Bishop Brzana: Abor t ion a n d 
e u t h a n a s i a are n o t given suf
f i c i e n t e m p h a s i s , c o n s i d e r i n g 
w h a t g rea t p r o b l e m s t h e y a re in 
Amer ican soc ie ty . " 

Bishop Joseph Pe rn icone of t h e 
N e w YoFk Archd iocese : "This 
d i rec tory will b e a G o d s e n d t o 

;all- of us ." There-, is much, 
dissat isfact ion n o w , :you know, 
wi th r e l i g i o u s ' e d u c a t i o n . " f' '• 

Bishop. John McGann of Rock-
ville Cen t re : "This p roces s itself is 
va luab le . Peop le represen t ing t h e 
var ious a reas of tension* a r e 
s h a r i n g , e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r a t 
t i t udes . " • . j 

Bishop C u n n i n g h a m : "Bishops 
shou ld invest.morei m o n e y in t h e 
t r a in ing of teachers , , a n d k e e p in 
t o u c h wi th t h e pas tb rs o n w h a t 
t h e y a r e d o i n g a l o n g ' t h a t line", W e 
m u s t admit , , w e ' v e b e e n ra ther 
niggardly about-- th is ." . •. . 

F a t h e r . *" N o v a k : " P a r e n t s 
n a t u r a l l y : "are d i s m a y e d w h e n 
the i r ch i ld ren s top!going t o Mass . 
T h e ch i ld ren h a v e b e e n sen t t o 
Ca tho l ic schoo l s 1— t h e pa ren t s 
d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d ; t h e y f e e l 

- guil ty. They s h o u l d rea l ize t h a t 
t h e <faith t i m e t a b l e is n o t t h e 
slame for e v e r y o n e : It t a k e s longer 
for fai th | a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g t o 
d e v e l o p in s o m e liejople. But w e 
are Amer icans M w e e x c e p t 
ins tan t success / . ' —Connolly. 

A n n E c k e r t o f t h e P a s t o r a l O f f i c e p i n s B i s h o p J o h n E. 
Cafferty's name tag on his lapel. 

A Quiet Chat 

Mc-

and 

th 

It was a qui<;t talk b e t w e e n m e e t i n g s wi th t h e b i shops 
b ro thers . The bis nop laid his h a n d priests . . . " 

on the cardinal's shoulder and 
n o d d e d in a g r e e m e n t wi th t h e T h e y w a l k e d t h r o u g h 
words "I t ' s s o encou rag ing , t h e s e nar row cor r idor o n t h e w a y 

a n o t h e r mee t i ng; b u t t h e y we Iked 
Slowly, as ff savor ing t h e momdn t . 

"And t h e l a y m e n , " t h e carjiijial 
repl ied, " N o , I d o n ' t t h i n k t h t ; ' 
t h e last ." 

A carelessly placed breakfast 
t ray lay in the i r p a t h . They 
discuss ing t h e repor ter ' s quejstjjon 
as t o 
last 

whether this would b? 
-egional b i shop ' s 

The two stepped around the 
T h e card ina l s ighed t h a 
ce r t a nly h o p e d it wou ld no t 

e 
t o 

IS 

were 

t h e . 
mee t ing . 

tray. 
he 

. b e . 
last t i m e t h e g roup w c u l d 
, t h a t t h e r e w a s a . s t r engu h e 

from his b ro the rs in t h e 

t h e 
m e e t 
d r e w 
service of t h e Church . 

T a k i n g n o t e o f a n o p i n i o n f r o m a c r o s s t h e 
Michael/ Fathejr Brent, Mrs.! Jean Stavrakas 

table are Sister 
of Staten Island 

a n d F a t h e r H e n r y M a h s e l l , o f C a r d i n a l C ) o k e ' s s ta f f 

t h e 

It ' S 
b i t 

t e a c i i n g jof rejigion is 
1 -other form of 

o n ; i ts goal isV.ot m e r e l y 
in format ion , b u t t o 

t h e p e r s o n . t o ma tu r i ty in 
n o t . me re ly in

fo rma t ion whreh is 

"There fore , " h e c o n t i n u e d , " t h e \ 
u l t i m a t e ipower l in e f f e c t i v e 
Chris t ian t e a c h i n g is n o t t h e 
t e a c h e r ] t h e m e t h o d , o r t h e 
c u r r i c u l u m , but. t h e Holy Spirit. 

•. A l t h o u g h al t h e s e e l e m e n t s a r e 
vehicles for t h e ope ra t ion , o f t h e 
Holy Spirit^ t h e y are n o t t h e 
u l t i m a t e fac tors for s u c c e s s in 
a c h i e v i n g t h e g o a l . " >• ! 

t Take-affj p o i n t for e a c h [group'.' 
m e e t i n g w a s a t a l k by Father 
Al f red McBr jde , g e n e r a l e d i t o r of 
t h e d i r e c t o r y , w h o expla ined; i t in 
terms.o 

fa i th , m a n y 

- B i s h o p 

its purpose, educational 
a n d ' t h e o l o g i c a l d i r r i en 
Fa the r M c B r i d e s t r e s sed 

t h e o l o g i e s . " 

s i o n s . 
' o n e 

F r a n c i s M u g a v e r o 

c o m m e n t e d du r ing t h e •' s u m 
ma t ion t h a t h e t h o u g h t t h e 

various trends in theological 
t hough t ' n e e d n o t b e cove red in 

the document 

" Con t inu ing , h e exc la imed , 

" W e a r e a ve ry da r ing reg ion! 

In 16 hours, we have faced 2,000 
years of t e a c h i n g . " 

"We came here not as bistibps, 
pr ies ts , people^" h e a d d e d . " W e 

. c a m e h e r e b e c a u s e w e a r e 
Catholics, Christians. And our. 

Ê rk sho\jvs pos i t ive r e s u l t s / ' 

Thfe q u e s t i o n s m o s t o f t e n 
ra ised h a d ' c o n c e r n e d , in genera l , 
def in i t ions . Whoj i s t h e a u d i e n c e ; 
T o jwhomkis t h e d i rec tory ad
dressed? T h e r e w a s a- call for 
m o r e t h a n b n e w e r s i d n of . the final 
d o c u m e n t : i n x a d d i t i o n , t o t h e 
t e c h n i c a l p a p e r t h a t w o u l d b e a 

teacher's guide, there should be a 
s impler , rripre a t t r ac t ive form for 
p a r e n t s a i d the . genera l reader , 

M c G a n n , p o i n t e d ou t . 
Bishop M u g a v e r o sugges ted a 
" focus o n t h e f ami ly" in f raming 
guidelines^ . \ • 

T h e p r e c i s e 

Bishop John E. McCaffertjy land 
Cardinal T e r e n c e Cooke en t e r ed 
t h e wai t ing , e m p t y elevator ; and . 
a s t h e door s c losed , t h e y w e r e 
still ta lking qu ie t ly , resurrec t ing 
in • o n e observer ' s m e m p r y the* 
a n c i e n t w o r d s " h o w good t is 
w h e n - b ro thers dwell in' ipp ty . " 

meaning of 
"revelation" vfas the grave 
cefneern of many participants ian> 

•fin summing up, Bishop! Hogan 
s t a t ed t h a t revela t ion was! i ndeed 
"the* fundamental question 
before jjs," • \ | 

i "On this question, we fnust 
affirm t h e o n g o i n g , c o n t i n u o u s 
e x p e r i e n c e — t h e m e d i a t e d 
r jature of reve la t ion . T o fail t o d o 
so is a n impl ic i t denia l of. t h e 
o n g o i n g p r e s e n c e of the , Spirit of 
t h r i s t working , in* t h e . wor ld 
t o d a y 

He a l so sa id 

C o n t i n u e d f rom P a g e 1 

janswers, 
reasoning, 

T h e 
w h i c h 

a n d d e d u c t i v e 
t h e p r ies t sa id . i 

h e 

X. 
teaching 
t he ' i n d u c t i v e 

\ 

eligion and -the use of 
reasoning process. 

seconici development. 
cal led Dlacpnia- (ser

v i ce ) f lour i shed a r o u n d 1Q68^ a n d 
stressed "fiistory with meaning 
t oday . ' ] Dur ing t h i s t i m e , h e said 
t h e o l o g y . iWas c o n c e r n e d ' w i t h 

•' d e m y t n q l o g i z a t i o n , persona l ism, 
i v a l u e I e d u c a t i o n , R o g e r i a n 

psychology \, an " e m b a r r a s s m e n t 
w i t h I r i q h e s " - a n d " s t r e e t 
t e a c h i n g : " 

Also 
an "s>. 

dfiring'thistime-there was 
of. m e t h o d s ; / ' for 

But/ ' if W e Shall O v e r c o m e was 
the song of thejate 6Q& Amazing 
Grace is p$ sojpjg of the 70s," he 
said. I 

H e calfs t h i s pe r iod Koinonia 
( communi ty ) d u r i n g w h i c h w e a r e 
experiencing- a " r e c o v e r y r o f t h e 
^ t ranscendent ." H e says t h e r e 
'exists a "pos i t ive t e n s i o n " t o d a y , 
w h i c h h a s s u r p a s s e d a 
"destructive, tension" of 'earlier 
d a y s . M e t h o d o j l o g i e s in je lude 
b o t h t h e induc t ive a n d d e d u c t i v e 

^processes. / .mo.ral[3 eciufeattop a n d 
t h e . u s e ' o t e lec t ronic : m e d a and! 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l 'psychology. • 

h e e x p e c t e d t h e 
d i r e c t o r y t o c o n t a i n " " a n 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t of t h e . t ens ion v 
in, t h e o n e fai th a n d m a n y ] 
tjrfeolbgies". a n d { " t h e h o n e s t 
a d m i s s i o n ' that] p i t h ' in Jesus • 
t h r i s t d e m a n d s , s e a r c h . " 

i T h e four-bishop pane l h a d ' 
b e e n p r e c e d e d by a n o p e n fo rum. 
lt\ was' followed" by a few 
ques t i ons from ' p e o p l e w h o s e 
c o n c e r n s h a d n o t b e e n s t a t ed in 
t h e g r o u p repor t s . O n e m a n , ; 
fa ther of five, as^ked for t h e re turn 
of t h e o ld s e q u e n c e -r P e n a n c e 
before First Corjimiinion'. A n o t h e r 
confessed t o Lsorrie confus ion 

\ o v e r N t h e w a y s religious e d u c a t i o n 
i nad c h a n g e d while, h i s - v a r i o u s 
I ch i ld ren were j . g rowing . u p . A 
' woman made aiplea that a special 
mihistrv t o t h e h a n d i c a p p e d b e 

specified irt \\h document. 

B i s l i o p ^ B r o d e r i c k i ' i o p e n i n g 
r emarks h'aa^ t o u c h e d o n , t h e , 

rdiversi ty of o p i n i o ns arid specia l 
interests . :" 

" I f "weV c.re \ b u i l d i n g a 
m o n u m e n t / ' l e Said-, : " le t us 
r e m e m b e r . t h a t m o n i i m e n t s a r e 
n o t / b u i l i i n ' a day."" ' ^ j " 

He s u g g e s t e d 
think of the 
process o f put t 
"Noble . E x p e r i m e n t 

t h a t hi&Tistfeners 
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•I ' 

file:///building

