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1 By MARGARET CONN^LLY. 

T h e N a t i o n a l ! C a t e c h e t i c a l D i r e c t o r y c a m e u n d e r 
c o n c e n t r a t e d fire l a s t w e e k in R o c h e s t e r , b u t w h e r t h e 
t a r g e t p r a c t i c e e n d e d t h e r e w a s n o sign of h a r m d o n e . On* 
t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e bijsjhops of N e w York S t a t e a g r e e d t h e t t h e 
s u s t a i n e d ' c r i t i c i s m ; h a d l ed t o p o s i t i v e g o o d . . 1 . 

The argument that a directory "We wer^ critical, even hostile 
but the overall effect is • not 
negative," Bishop- > Edwin 

Roderick declared. 

The consultative process-,-was 
acc la imed general ly 

the national Catechetical Directory was summed /up Wednesday 
and Broderick (lower row, l-r) and Bishops Hogan and Mugavero 

(upper row). -

One Faith, 

The Albany prelate' presided 
over a discussion with three of his 
colleagues that su.mrlied up the 
.regional consultation, on the 
directory draft. T\jventy-nine 
bishops, 36 priests and Religious 
and 20 .lay people [had talked 
together for two days ! about the 
document that ultimately will 
present a definitive statement of 
Catholic beliefs, thp elements 
jf!hat nurture faith and; the ways in 
/which religious education can 
confront the problems of con­
temporary American'life. $-"£. 

Jlly a s ^ a n 
achievement in ifself — "a good 
collegia! process," .said Bishop 
Broderick: "We aJJ had our in­
nings." 

Even if the directory never 
should be finished; ''The process 
has contributed to the growth of 
t h e _ church , " Bishop John 
McGann of Rockiville Centre 
observed. 1 

Bishop Joseph L, Hogan told 
the assembled delegates that he 
expected the directory to be "a 
candid statement of the several ' 
problems, which, sepa ra te 
American Catholics of good will 
in t h e ' area of . rel igious 
education." 

. , i 

"It isriotpossible; to produce a 
directory which consoles all the' 
Catholic people arid also speaks 
to principles," he said. 

§19 gies 
By JOHN DASH 

A recognition that there is "one 
Faith and many theologies" goes 
to the he^rt of trends in religious 
education today, Father | Alfred 
McBride told those assembled at 

* * * * * 
the Region j II 

.last week. 
bishops' neet ing 

1^ 

Father McBride, as general 
kedito?-bf the^develqrJing National 
Catechetical' Directory (NCD), 
addressed the 29 bishops and 56. 
delegates1 to the meeting, which 5 

was. , conversed to present 
cri t iques0 on and recom­
mendations for NCD. 

Duringjthe course of his three-
part lecture which extenced over 
two days. Father McBiide ex­
pounded ion the tensions! existing 
in the religious education field, a 
theologidal background J for the 
NCD and a review of teaching 

J 

methods which have appeared in [ 
the field over the past 15 years. ! 

The Norbertine priest, who i 
peppered his speech with such i 
quipsas "I don't want to bring oil > 
to Kuwait," told the bishops,: 
religious and laymen tha t the 
three, goals of contemporary i 
religious education,-and of. the; 
NCD, • are "to "proclaim' the • 
message of Jesus, t o form; 
community, which will then serve; 
in love and justice." • ! 

The theme, he said, isj "pod 's 
loving revelation of riirriseljf and,, 
man 's fa i thful , and Ibving* 
response to Him." I 

j ' • i j 

"But I unfortunately," heLsaidj, 
"the NCD is all written Against.a 
background of a'n-ger I and 
polarization;''1 andtbe task ]ahea<ji 
is "to bring about a balance in 
opposing viewpoints ' I 
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„ One major tensipn occurs, he 
said, (and the assernbly decidely 
agreed with him) petween those 

. who hold to the idea that divine 
public revelation cjosejd with the 
last book of the Bible, ;and those 
w h o ' .hold t h e j v'ijew that 
Revelat ion is an jon-going 
pirocess. i ' i; 

"This is a tension' that must be 
faced," h e warned). ,i 

', Father McBride! s'aicl that he 
hoped, however "we are moving 
into an age beyond conflict 
between the two different per­
spectives." • i. 

) He said he sees revelation in 
jterrns of "Event and Explanation 
land Experience and Ekpression." 
• I | 
i He cited tjhe case of the 
[Blessed Virgin Maty pregnant 
[with Jesus;visiting Elizabeth: The 
event- of the pregnancy, he said, 
and the experience jof visiting 
Elizabeth- burst into the ex­
pression cjnq explana t ion of 
Mary's Magnificat. _ -i 

, Usually, h6. npted, religious 
educators have • reversed the 
process and1 gone! ' f rom ex­
planation to the experience. 

n : v.-
"Why do we speak of ongoing 

revelation?" he askejl ["Because 
we have a tendency jto forget the 
experience'.'and con'ceptrate on 
the expressipn, to!] forget the 
active'arid hit on the! passive." 

j • • i | i 

Yetwith this new j approach, he 
.̂ .. 1 «-ri -'~ [legitimate 

(to . ques t ions) 
minimize or compromise 
centtality of Christ; 
and Omega and it 
of the Church." • 

occur tha t -
the 

as the Alpha 
ie uniqueness 

cautioned, "there isj a. 
-room-far fear if new answers 

He lauded the recent "Hartford 
Statement" for its! guidelines on 
the parameters . of theological 
discussion. ; 

The Hartford St&tement was a 
joi nt effort of both • Protestant and 
Catholic scholars to "correct" 
what they felt; were untenable 
theologrc.al propositions. 

In the midst of all this, 
however , he; j hopes t ha t 
theologians will] 'jget away from 
Versus Theology? and see the 
" i n c o m p a r a b l e j r ichness" , in 
differing points! of view. 

Father McBhpe sees three 
distinct types ; of methodology 
involved in religious education 
over the last 15 [years. 

The first, he 'said, could be 
cha rac t e r i zed ;by t h e word 
Kerygma (Creek jfor "preaching"), 
a methodology which came into 
fUll . stride arOund 1960. Also 
called "Salvation History;" the 
method focused on the "mighty 
deeds of God" spoken of through 
the prophets, centered in Jesus 
Christ, and continued on through 
the Church and its sacraments. In 
this method, "religion took on a 
pejsonal tone, a positive tone." 

-This, type of education was 
•marked b i y v lec tures , 
memor i za t i on ; ques t ions and 

Continued ion Page 2 
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should not be controversial 
cannot be justified ay reference 
to our Christian-'obligation to 
heal." , ' • 

"In deciding o i principles 
, regarding religious education, we 
cannot be gufded by a desire for a 
pseudo-peace." 

The - ord inar ies 
auxiliaries froijn 
dioceses of the state 
York' a rchd iocese con! 
-Region II in the Natio.na 
ference of Catholic bishop; 

and 
t h e 

their 
seven 

and the New -
t i t u t e 

Con-
, Their 

. toestie Father X 
Ordination 

Zhurch 

Set 
will be the 

Bishop Jose 
ordain the so|i 
Henry Kpes 
Rochester. 

ph L: 
of M 
r Jr. 

Father 'Koester a t 

Hogah will 
and Mrs. 
of! East. 

Jerome's School, East. Rochester 
High School; St. John j Fisfier 
College (Beckk Hall), Wddhams 
Hall, and St. Bernard?s Seminary 

tende St. 

He holds: a 
degree (M.D 
nard's. 

faster of 
v.) 'frcm 

• His field wo^k 
•m numerous 

meeting with people involved in 
religious educa t ion l a s a 
dounterpart in eacl of the other 
HJCCB regions, n o n ; of which is, 
like Region II, a single s t a e . The 
general consultations e r d this 
month, and a new draft of the~ 
directory will 'be hammeied out 
on (the basis of. critical reports 
from the regions. 

The convocation here peaked . 
fa a concelebrated -Mass " "uesday : 

Evening at Sacped Heart 
Cathedral. The them4, "You Are 
Sent," emphasized tffe function 
bf every Catholic'.X n l t h e 
promulgation-of God's- word. . ' ; 
1 ' ' . ) • • 'I 
I Cardinal Terence Cooke ' 
presided over the general sessions 
[Tuesday and Wednesday holding 
tight to a ti metabl e that al lowed a 
btel of four hours fcr group" 
discussions, plus 90 minutes for 
reports from the six groups. 

"Religious education s* . . . a ""-
felong process :hat cannot be 

terminated at a i y po nt / ' jthe 
cardinal archbishop remindedithe 
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St. Jerome's [ 
site for the ordination tb the 
priesthood of [Thorna; Koester at 
7:30 p.m., Friday, Apil 25 | . 

)rvinity 
t. -Ber-

included lleaching 
parishes fin the 
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