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Celebrate Life in Superstar. 

ers are 
ByDICKBAUMBACri 

Elmira Area-Corrfespbndentj 
V34V198J2 •; 

' Horseheads.,— Sevepty pepplev 

are shining like stars these days as 
a group known as Ce!ebratei| Life 
makes.the rounds tjj>roughoi4 the 
d i o c e s e p resen t ing 1 t h e h i t 
Broadway musical]' Jesus Christ, 
Superstar. i 

Back in N o v e m b e r , 1968, : Celebrate Life got together w i th 
ne i ther t h e organ izers of : one of t he priests assigned to St. 
Celebrate Life knew what wotrid_, "Mary Our Mother Church to 
happen to the group nor d i c t \ expand a small group of young 
anyone have~-any idea that the 
how famous rock opera would 
become its vehicle for praising 
the Lord. 

5 It was in the latter part, o f 1%'8 
tfjat Ray Defendorf, founder of 

I The 
i Church 1975 

J 
Fr. 
Andrew Greeley 
Remember the goojd o ld days, 

when the men.'woUldi talk -in the 
l iv ing room and the women in the 
k i t chen ' t h e n we became middle 
class and there was CFM and the 
men and, women talked together 
in the same room. \ Now that 
we'vp entered, the feminist era, 
the woirhen are in the [living room 
(though we don' t call) i t that any 
more}/ and the men ! are . i n ' the 
k i tchen. . ••! 

That, dear friends, J is what we 
call progress. 

I realize, of coi^rsje, that the 
most thoughtful people in; the 
"movement " don' t ^jant tha t at 
all. They view equa|ty-betvj/een 
men and women not ias a. means 
of setting people against i one 

"another but of bri i k ing trjem 
together in a more- f r e ^ and open 

' uni ty; t l jey seek not t© separate 
but to yjaite. But the "moverr ient" 
just now is dominated by the 
man-haters (alt movements ; end . 
up in the hands of kojoks \- that's 

. w h y I want no- part \of any 
'..movement) whose a im us ^"per­
m a n e n t conf l ic t between jmen , 
^and women. Only when femijnism^ 
exorcises the man-haters w i l l i t 
appeal to that 95 |per ce^it of 
American womanki | id w h o are 

. between Mary Daly and \'The 
Total. W o m a n . " . i ! \ 

Most women don't hate jrrien: 

• And'1 vice&versa. i • L \ 

• r ' [ • •' ; \ 

Similarly, the temptation, ô f 
" •'--••— - the so-called 

(I 'm not part 
to turn the 
glrish-qaiting 

some Catholics irt 
'"ethnic movement ' 
o f that either) is 
movement into lari 
phenomenon. The poor mitiks are 
a natural target foi everyone on 
the right and on, the left-

- Thus, M i c h a e l Novak 
celebrated St. Patrick's day by 
cal l ing on the Irish to share power 
according, to a qdota system wi th .^ 
the other ethnicj groups in the 
Church. I'm a|I for; it 'v The 
American hierarchy has had three 
presidents and t h r j e secretaries-
general, since the Conner! (five 
men since "one lueky prelate has 
had both jobs). The way I count 
them, there have been two 
Germans,. one Welshman, one 
Italian and one Pole., , 

What about gettlpgus an Irish 
officer of the. hierarchy, Mike? 

*-' 
i • 

• Part of the mythology of sortie 
of the "ethnics" is that the Irish 

* have oppressed the other groups: 
Doubtless, there is some i ground 
for reasonable complaints, bUjt 
Charles Shanabruch (no Irishman," 
he)Tin a recent bri l l iant study cjf 
the response of the Archdiocese 
of Ch icago to i m m i g r a t i o n , 
concludes that, whi le the protests 
of the other groups were un­
derstandable, by and large, the 
I r ish leadersh ip o f t he Ar­
chdiocese did not seek to oppress 
the newcomers. On the contrary, 
he argues, the pol i t ical skills w i th 
which the leadership responded 
tb| pressures f rom the new groups,. 
the older groups, and the hostile 
Amt f r i can soc ie ty were ex­
t r ao rd ina ry . The su rp r i s i ng ! 
phenomenon is not that there/ 
vwa-fj' complaints but that the| 

• enterprise held together at al l j 
. I V 
In! a romatic age- like tN 

present one, careful scholarship 
like Dr. Shanabruch's w i l l be 
ignored, but the Irish-baitens 
sh6u ld take ser ious ly thle 

•possibil ity that they have missed 
the whole point of the American 
Catholic immigrat ion experience. 
Maybe the Jr is f i got them more 
than anyonifes-else could. I 

1 . \ • 
I rom a.,completely different 

quarter, Rosemary Reuther (La 
kir idsa) has-recently engaged in' 
another ^. torm of Irish-baiting. 

- A t t e m p t i n g a p u b l i c 
psychoanalysis of your reluctant 
columnist, ihe announced that I 
was anti-left because I suffered 
f rom the gui l t feelings of an ' j l r ish 
poor boy" who had become 
affluent. Granted that even jjor La 
1 uriosa this is a bit much , 
point is not my fami ly ' ; 
or my own (about which Ms~R. 
knows nothing and wh ich ijn'any 

,case-is none of her busiress — or 
.anyone else's), but the LS'elof the 
extra adjective. > ' j i 

If I were a guilt-r idden -parvenu 
(I 'm not either,.iftcidentalljy); how 
does it improve the bri tikrice of 
l a l i i r ipsa's descript ion I to add 
the ethnic adjective — unless, of 

'course, that rnakes me seven 
worse: And I r i sh"nouveau r iche" 
apparently is worse 'wan any 
other k ind. Can yotf imagine Ms. 
R. speaking about a "qu ick poor 
boy" or a "Jewish poor jboy" pr-a 
"Chicano poor; boy"? <Df<- cpiiirse 
not. ^ I i 

In fact', she was erjgagipg in 
ethnic brgotry. Perhaps/one ought 
ho t .to be ._su rp r i sed . ' M r s . 
ReutherV folic herk Daniel 
Berrigan, recently turned , ant i-
Jewish in his attack on Israel. 
Bigotry now seems t o .be in 
fashion w i th the, 'New Left. 

I f is bui l t in to the structure of 
romantic radicalism to_. -. have 
scapegoat groups,—whites, rneri, 
older people, middle-AmericjaQS, 
etfinics. Now add (the battered 
and bedraggled -Msh: 

Still, . 
survive. 

imagine,, we njiight 

people vyho were taking part in a 
Sunday Hoik Mass. 

| ' ' v • •' ' 

That i o r i g ina l , g roup was 
composed of 12 youths. Since 
that t ime Defendorf believes that 
450 to 500 youths have been a 
pah of ):he group. 

(There arej still several original 
members singing in the current 
jesus Christ, Superstar produc­
t ion. • / ' 

I "Wha t we've seen is some of 
the singers meet each, 'o ther 
(through Celebrate Life, and then 
(go off and get married. What's 
(interesting is that some of the 
members have come back as 
husband and wife teams -and 
again are .singing w i th us, We've 
also had some of our members 
who went off to college return to 
.us.'j w h e n they g r a d u a t e d , " 
iDefendorf said. 

Sijnce 'its 
'1 M\ 

creation. Celebrate 
has 'given more than 500 

-concerts throughout the nor­
theast' part of the1 country. The 
majority of _the -performances 
have peen in New Y o k State. 

Ask ->d how the ,group came to 
be c a l l e d Ce leb ra te l i f e , 
Defendorf said, " t h e name' clsme 
f rom a but ton that someone" had 
seen, When we started, th inking 
about a?name, the name on the 
but ton realty saidjt. a l l , and that is 
the pl i i losophy o£ the group*." 

D e l e n d o r f a d d e d , " B u t , 
Celeb-ate Life is more than a 
name we have taken as our own. 
Td celebrate l i fe is a challenge 
froniOod to'live'Our lives fully, 
prayerful ly and- joyfu l ly . " 

The director :said the ex-
planal ion of Celebrke Life is 
used i t the^olosing of levery show 
the g ioup puts on . !' 

• " I f 
sayi 

'ItJ 
ing 

our message. Pu r way of 
thanks -to thej people for 

coming to -hear us, and we are • 
t ry ing to give tbe'm a'gi f t . . . t o 
— l „ u l i , t „ i:f_••'<• celebrate iife.v 

Defendorf sees Celebrate Life 
"as a youth apostolate, which 
hopeful ly w i l l give its members 
the> impetus to . cont inue their 
apostolates. when they move on 
and away f rom the group." 

The group,, r ight f rom the 
director t o the program designer, 
are all volunteers. " W e want the 
volunteer effort . It. makes for a 
stronger bond between.us." 

At present several .adults arej-
members and help Defendorf in 
produci fig; the \curref i t" -pro'duo j ' 
t i o n : • i . , '• • 

Defendorf said- that while""he 
could list many peoplje'whp have 
helped Celebrate-:t#e?.,he would 
be afra id nef m ight rniiss; sqmeone. 
"AH: I see Jwhenj • I tRinJc. of 
Celebrate] .Life j i f a-..group7 jpf 
peppi'e_w|h3 corfie; .jtdgether "io 

" arid to:'have-fun: with-praise-Cdd 
each; othei 

f" 

O^irch V 
And Politics 

18 

Sister Frances 

Jhey squatj alcbng the sifie of 
the road; a Wonhan holding her 
small chi ld t ight ly to her breast. 
A t her side, irj a small parcel, are 
her dply possessions. The chi ld is 
crying and :he mother shows 
great fear. Tney have no food, 
few clothes, and no money. 

begin to acrso as to assure aid to 
that ravaged country... For anyone 
at this point to press -for more, 
military aid for the government of 
Genera l Th ieu w o u l d be 
ludicrous. If we have been unable 
to secure a victory wi th the 
amount of money already1 i n ­
vested in Vietnam, mil l ions more 
wi l l not make any difference. 

The^ government of Ssuth 
Vietnam has demonstrated [that 
they |afe incapable of maintaining 
order and assuring the rights of 
theiri citizens. The government 
doesi not need our supporjt ' — 
however, the people do. 

Amer icans have a. : mo ra 
obligation to provide aid for food, 
medicine "and shelter for the 
citizens of Vietnam. This aid 
shou'ld be provided regardless of 
the poj i t ical outcome of the 
presenMonf l ic t . 

* Generosity wh i ch Is true,charity 

Such a scene is a common one , 
fTiese days as we are becoming * 
more and more aware of t h e ' 
plight of the -world's refugees,. • 
Recen t l y , ' t e l ev i s i on and • 
newspapers have ca r r ied 
numerous stories of the newest 

cannot be hinged on the 

addition^ to 

par-

the mil l ions of 
Tefugees throughout the w ©rid 
the Vietnam orphan 

Vict ims off a tragedy brought 
on by the^-mcst celebrated war in 
•modern t ime; , the orphans;have 
become t h ^ center o f our 
national concern. The sight of 
these s|mall homeless babies has 
hit at the heart oFAmer icans ' 
serfse to generosity. Once again, 
the average <\merican is looking 
for wdys to respohd to the cry for 
'•help trom a suffering people. In 
.many ways t is encouraging to 
see that we can respond when 
needed However, let us not be so 
eager in o i r response that we 
miss many of the factors now at 

work in Vietnam ' '" 
, * ,̂ 

It is impossible for the United 
Stdtes to abscbcb all the orphans of 
the Vietnam war, So if we are to 
be c onsistent in our concern, it is 
absolutely necessary that we 

ticutar pol i t ical ideology which is 
pleasing to our leaders. I | we 
want to "save face" in f ront of 
the-world communi ty we can do 
so by responding to the pl ight of 
these refugees and victims of war 
in a way which is free ol any 
poli t ical strings wha'tsoeve'. To 
do sO, not only is morally right 
bu t also may p rove tha t 
Americans do care for peopl 3 and 
that concern has no limits. 

We have become accustDmed 
to the slogan of "ffeace w i th 
honor."vTrue, honor is basecj on a 
sense of just iceand justice i n turn 
leads to true peace. Before (lis lies 
the opportuni ty to iesppijid in 
honor and justice which cam lead 
to a' safer wor ld. Hopeful ly, the 
orphans and refugees wiljl not-
become a cause ccjlebre fcpr'the 
next tew weeks only to disappear 
once our consciences are eased. 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

. Prescription Specialists 

COSMET\CS- TOILETRIES 
PHOTO FINISHING 

310 Dtway AVIUM M5-22I8 

Our c all fls Christians 
cause to express conce 
talking about our.call to. re; 
We only need to look 
Gospel of. St._ Mat thew 
clearly states, *"Blessed 
peacemakers for theirs 
kingdom of God . " 
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Home Heating Inc 
271-7414 

/.. 
271 4650 

Roseann & Kathy's Florists 
We NeveiJ Sleep i . . w\ Anytime 

• For Prompt 

Flower Service 

254-9679 
I 504 L.YELL AVE. 

Pitpford Pjaza 
381-2660 

COLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY. 

WEDDING 

$ 

Your 

i 

* ! SPECIAL 
jYour wedding pictures can be tefken 
jce, entrust a professional .with the 

•.̂ preserving the moment 

99 

244 

Invitations 
at Oiscoifit. 
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3554 S " A * •Sl'-AJoJ/ui. PHOTOGRAPHY 

I j 953 Edgemere Dr. J 

Wbddiqgs\'9 Showers •Banquets 
i Completely Air Conditioned ' 

^p^^J^e^carJata^l^ J63-JB140 
"""' AkE ^ 1688 €UFfORD ASTET 

0RNER n " r Goodman 
We Deliver . Dunwl 

3 t ier serves up to ^ 0 0 , $ 2 9 P H O N E 

4 t ie r serves 1 7 5 t o 2 0 0 , $ 4 5 482-1133 

4tier founltain cake, $80 
Decorator cakes, WhippeBcreamr4 strawberry filling, half sheet $8, full sheet $15. 
Decorator cakes, whipped cream & custard filing, half sheet $7.50, full sheet $14. 

: Decorator cake's, butter cream frostings, Jiaff sheet $6.75, full sheet $13. 

PRESENT THIS A D A N D RE, 
CEIVE A FREE T U X E D 0 FOR 
THE G R O O M WITH A PARTY 
OF 5 OR MORE; '. . 

STONERIDGiEPlAZA 
. B«S-<!i91, - i 

EASTVIEWMAlt 
i 232^3270, " ' 

AVE. 1742 MONROE 
*;;ljleaf:i2Coniers 

I 244:2760 
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