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. By DICK BAUMBACI-L
Elmira Aréa’ Correspondent
734‘-1 982 ;;:

Horseheads — Seventy people\‘

are shining like stars these days as
agroup known as CelebrateiLife
makes the rounds throughoutj the .
diocese- presentmg the | hit
. Broadway musrcal{ Jesus Cl*lnst
Superstar ;

' Celebrate Life in Superstar.,

" The ; 'Songsters are Stars

Back in November, 1968, :

neither the organizers of

(.elebrate Life got togéther with ~
: one of the priests assigned to St.

Celebrate Life- khew what would_ Mary Our Mother Church to
happen to. the group nor .did™~expand a small group of young

anyone have—-any idea that the
now ‘famous rock opera would
become its vehicle for prarsmg .
the Lord.

T It was in the latter part. of 1968
- that Ray Defendorf, founder of

g Church 1975

The ﬁ

‘LA-,n,drew EGneelej_U

Remeémber the good old days .-

when the men’ would' italk -in the
living room and the women in the
kitchen? Then we became middle
class and there was CFM and the

. men and women talked together

in the same room., Now .that
~we've entered the feminist era,
the woehen are in the [living room
lthou;,h we don't ralll it that any
more)s and the men lare _in" the

'
: ’

That, dear fnends lis what we |

call progress.
! realize, of corl‘r e, that. the
most thoughtful people in, the
“movement” don’t ’lant that at
all. They view equality -between
men and.women notf‘%as a.means
‘of setting people agamst one
“another but of bringing tl';em
together in a more-fred and open
unity; tl;ey seek not| t separate
but to ynite. But the m%vernent
just now is dominated. by the
man-haters (all’ moveménts: end .
o in the hands of kooks \— that's
want no part Yof any -
L, movement) whose aim \is "per-
imanent " conflict between :men,
"and women. Only when feminism*
exorcises the man- haters Mﬂl it
appeal to that 95 per ce ot of
American womankind wha are
between Mary Dal and {\The
Total Woman . f ;
|
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Most w0men dorlt hate
»

1

: 1
And' vi ceaversa. : \
- .

Similarlly, the temptatlon df
some Catholics in [the so-called
"ethmc movement”} (I'm not part
of that either) |5 to turp the
‘movement into ‘ar .lrish-haiting
phenomenon. The poor micks are
a natural target fo everyone on
the right and on. the left-

L
- Thus, Michdel
celebrated St. Patrick’s day by
calling on-the lrrsh to share power
according to a.quota system with;

the other ethnrq groups in the ] N

« Church. I'm all [ for it’s The

* American hierarch has had three

presidents and three secretaries-.
general since the|Council (five -
men sjnce dne luc v prelate has
had. both jobs). T

them there hav been two

What about gett ng. us an Lnsh
officer of "the. hrerarchy, Mlke?

Novak .

rr‘l‘.n.: ‘
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“extra adjective.

“hot to

Part of the myfhcl\)logy of some
of the “ethnics” is that the Irish
_have oppréssed the other groups:
"Doubtless. there is some, ground’
for reasonable complalnts but
Charles Shanabruch (no Irishman,
heJ™in a recent brilliant study df

" the response of the Archdiocese

of Chicago to- immigration,
concludes that, while the protests
of the other groups were un-

" derstandable, by and large, the

Irish leadership of the Ar-
chdiocese did not seek to oppress.
the newcomers. On the contrary,
he argues, the political skills with
which -the leadership responded
to;pqessures from the new groups, .
the elder groups, and the hostile
/\nwrlcan society  were  eXx-
trao}dmary The surprising
phenomenon is not that theref,

werey complaints but that the ’

‘nterpme held tog,ether at all

Ins a romatic age- like th
present one, careful scholarshi

like Dr. Shanabruch’s will be
ignored, but the Irish-baitess
shéuld take seriously thle -

-possibility that they have missed

“the whole point of the Americgn

Catholic immigration experiende.

Maybe the Irish got them mdre

than anyon@relse could.
I

from 4. (fgbmpletely drffer#mt
quarter, Rosemary Reuther [La
buriosa) has recently -engaged in’
another—torm  of  Irish-baitjng.
-Attempting. a | public
psychoanalysrs of your lreluctant
columnist, She announced t{l]lat I
was anti-left because | suf ered
from the guilt feelings ofjan “JIrish
poor boy” who had be me
affluent. Cranted that even for La
Furiosa this is a bit much, th& real
point is not my familys income
or my own (about which l s~R.
knows nothing and which in“any
,case-is none of her busines§ — or
- anyone else’s), but'the ysejof the

“1f F were a guilt-riddefy - arvenu )
(I'm not either, incidentally); how
.does it 1mpr0ve the briffianice of .
La turiosa’s descriptioh [to add
“the ethnic adjective — lupléss, of
rcourse, that makes’ ieven
worse; And: Irishi*'nouveau riche”
apparently is worse '
other kind. Can you imggirie |

R. speaking about a ”black _poor
boy” or a *’Jewish pootiboy” or-a
“Chicano poor: boy”? .Of course
not. gg '

In fact she was e gagmg in
éthnic, brgotry Perhaps/onég ought
be _surpriged. "Mrs.
Reuther’s folk herp, Daniel
'Berngan recently tdrned , anti-
Jewish. in his attack| on israel.
“Bigotry now seems/ to be in
fashlon with the ‘Ne Left r

It'is burlt lnto the structure of
romantic radicalis . have
scapegoat groups,— hites, mén,
older péople, midd
ethinics. ‘Now add
and bedraggled lrl h:

Stlll I'

imagin

survive.

e-Americans,

.us. fwhen
\[)efl)ndorf said.

people who were taking part in a
Sunday lolk Mass.
l . o~

That 1 original, group was
composéd .of- 12 youths. Since
that time Pefendorf believes that
450 to 500 youths hdve been a
of the group..

There arej still ceveral original
mjembers singing in the current
fgsus Christ, Superstar produc-

tjon. . a C .

“What we've seen is some.of
he singers meet each " other -
hrough Célebrate Life. and then
wo off and get married. What's
interesting is that some of the
mgembers have come back as
husband ‘and wife teams -and-

“again are singing with us, We've

also hdad some of our mefnbers
who went off to college return to
they graduated

S

prayer}fully and JOnyl ly.”

‘ celeb ate ln‘e

Since / lts credtion, Celebrate
rfe; has given njore than 500
‘Coricerts throughout the nor-
theast” part of the country. The
majority of _the | performances
have been in New Yotk State.
. Askéd how the Kg,roup came to
be c¢alled -Celebrate Tife,
Defendorf said, *“The name caine
from & button that someoens had
seen, When we started. thinking
about|a: name, the name ¢n the
button realty saxdut all, and that is |
the philosophy of the group "

Detendorf added, ““But,
Celebrate Life is more than a
name (we have taken as our own.’
T6 celebrate life is” a challenge |
fromt. (od to-live our Ilves fully,

The] director isaidl ,the ex-
planation of Celebrate Life is
- used at the glosing of levery show
the group puts on. ' .

- l . R

“It's our message Our way of ,
saym thanks -to thei people for

‘ com lg to hear us énd we are |

4 Plﬁ sford Plaza

to give them algift . .. to

5 Defendorf sees Celebrate Life l
“as a youth apostolate, which :
hopefully will give its members

. the impetus to . continue their
apostolates, when they move on |
and away from the group.” “

The group; nght from the
director to the program designer,

are all volunteers. “We want the |

volunteer effort. It makes for a :
stronger bond between .us.”

i
oo

At present several adults aret{.-
k

members and rxelp Defendorf in

prod’ucmg, the \current’ produc—x &

tion., T o
P P .

could list many people who have
helped Celebrat “Life. he: would i
be lafrau:l he mrgv 3 i

work in Vietnam

Defendorf said- that while”he

s t—

. Sister Ig-" rances

Ihey squat, aléng the srde of
the road; a WO an holding her
small child trgh to her breast
At her side, inj a small parcel, are
her only possessions. The child is

crying and’ the mother shows
great fear. Eey have no fdod,
few clothes, and no money

Such a scene is a common one |,
these days as we are becoming °
more and more aware of the’
plight of thé -world’s refugees,
Recently, | television . and
newspapers| “have  carried
numerous stories of the newest
addition~ to| the milliops of
refugees throughout the w rld —
the Vietnarn orphan

SN
Victims of a-tragedy brought
on by th(;/most celebrated war in
modern times, the orphans ;have
hecome the center of our
ndtion?l concern. The sight of
these qmall homeless_babies has
hit at the heart of Americans’
serse to generosity. Once. again,
the average American is looking
tor ways to respond to the cry for
thelp trom a fsuffering people. In.
.Mmany ways |t is encouraging to
see that wejcan respond when
mneeded However, let us not be so
vager 10 ouf response that we
‘miss many of the factors now at

~

it 1s impo«mble for the United
States to absorb all the orphans of
the Vietnam|war, So if we are to
he consistent in our concern, it is
ahsolutely  pecessary  that we

. ST. CHARLES BORROMEQ
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ﬂ 4 tler serves 1 75 to 200, $45
4 tler fountam cake, $80 - -
Decoratnr cakes, whrppeﬂ creany & strawberry.filling, hai. sheet $8, full sheet $15.

Decnrato:r cakes, whipped.creani & custard filling, haif sheet $7.50,
" Decoratar cakeis. butter ¢ream’ frustmgs, ‘haif sheet’ $6.75,
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PRESENT-THIS AD AND 'RE:
. CEIVE ‘A FREE TUXEDO FOR

OF 50R: MORE
sronsmoes rulzg

: begm T® act so as to assure aid to
that ravaged couritry. For anyone
at this point to press for more.
military aid for the government of
General Thieu would be
judicrous. If we have been unable
to secure a victory with the
amount of money already' in-
vested in Vietnam, millions rEore
will not make any dlfferenc

The]:ﬁ government of Sputh
Vietnam_ has demonstrated jthat
theylafe incapable of maintaining
order and assuring the rights of
their; citizens. The government
does| not need our support ' —
however, the people do.

Amerlcans have a ‘moral
obligation to provide aid for tood,
medicrne “and shelter for the
citizens of Vietnam. This| aid
should be provided regardless of
litical-
present; onflict.

M \-Su

i Generosrty which is true charity
canriot be hinged on the| par-
ticular political ideology which is
pleasing to our leaders. I we
want to ‘‘save face”

<0 by responding to the plight of
these refugees and victims of war
in a way which is free of-any
polmcal strings whatsoever. To
do so, not only is morally|right
but also may prove |théat
Americans do care for people and
that concern has no. limits

We have become accustomed
to the slogan of “peace| with
honor.”, True_honor. is based on a
sense ot justice-and justice i turn
leads to true peace. Before Us lies
the opportunity to respond in
honor and justice which canp lead
to o safer world. Hopéfully, the.
orphans and refugees will not-
become a cause cglebré for the
next few weeks only to disappear
once our consciences are eased.

Our call as Christians gives us
to  express concefn  in

outcome of| the .

in front of .-
. the world community we can do +

tatking about our'call to respond.
We only need to look to the .

Gospel of. 'St. .Matthew which
clearly states, "' Blessed ate the
peacemakers for theirs is the
km;,dom of God.” .
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lnvxtatrons
at Disco t,
lYour weddrrﬁg prctures can be taken pnly on-

ce, entrust ‘a professronal with the|task of®

244-3554

_ “preserving the moment.
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Seanlatn’s Party

. I 953 Edgemere Dy.”
Wladdm s|® Showers e Banquets

House

Air Conditioned °

663-6140

~1688-CLIFFORD AVE

‘ near Goodman

PHON

to 100, $29
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